





—— 
——= 
ed 

— 
—_——_—_— 





SCREEN -STAGE-RADIO 








BROADWAY 











) al 





“ARIET 


|HOLLYWOOD| 








} 15¢ 


PRICE 





Published Weekly at 164 West 46th St., New York, N. Y¥., by Variety, Inc. Annual subscription, $6. Single copies, 15 cents 


Entered as second-class matter December 22, 1906, at the Post Office at New Yor, N. Y., under the act of March & 187% 


COPYRIGHT, 1932, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 











VOL. 106. No. 13 


NEW YORK, TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 1932 


64 PAGES 











—_—_— — 








h < 


Presidential Campaigns Can Hit 
17,000,000 Radios, Double of 1928 





Political convention broadcasts 
this year will have a potential au- 
dience of twice as many as it did 
four years ago. 

In 1928 there were about 8,000,- 
600 homes equipped with receivers 
with an estimated listening audi- 
ence of about 27,000,000. Currently 
there are 17,000,000 homes esti- 
mated equipped with receivers with 
a potential audience of about 60,- 
000,000 listeners. For this reason, 
radio is expected to play a big 
part in the 1932 political campaigns. 

NBC and CBS staffs to handle 
the convention broadcasts in Chi- 
cago depart for the windy city late 
this week. 

CBS is sending out Frederick 
William Wile, H. V. Kaltenborn 
and Ted Husing, with Larry Low- 
man, CBS v-p, in charge of the 
entire staff. In addition, the CBS 
staff will consist of Herbert Glover, 


(Continued on page 39) 





Sell Chi Convention 
Tickets for $22-$17 
To Defray Expenses 





Chicago, June 6. 

For the first time in history of 
Political conventions here, tickets 
for both the Republican and Demo- 
cratic gatherings are being sold to 
defray expenses. Committee in 
charge of both affairs, under Ed- 
ward N. Hurley, have priced and 
Put out pasteboards at $22 and $17 

(Continued on page 55) 


Cashing In 





Brooklyn, June 6. 
The Negro who found the body of 
the Lindbergh baby is now in show 
business. 
He bobbed up the past weekend 
im a Coney Island sideshow as an 
‘added attraction.’ 


What the Well Dressed 


Show Patron Now Wears 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Marlene Dietrich and Josef Von 
Sternberg, with Miss Dietrich’s 
young daughter, startled Hollywood 
boulevard Sunday night by attend- 
ing the Pantages theatre with two 
rlain-clothes officers, each carrying 
sSub-machine guns. 

Result of kidnap threat against 
the child. 


TOWN SUBSIDIZES CINEMA 


Denver, Ia., June 6. 

Rather than see the town without 
Pictures, members of the Com- 
mercial club have agreed to absorb 
cests of putting on a film program 
@ week for the residents. 

Club, in addition, is standing ex- 
Ppenses of a weekly band concert. 
Both events are free to the public 
with no strings attached, 














A Duluth Special 





Duluth, June 6. 

Panhandler here has a new 
idea. 

Armed with a loaf of bread 
he invades theatre lobbies, dis- 
plays the loaf and asks a dime 
for bologna, It works, too. 


COLLEGE BOYS 
FROM 16 TO 60 
IN CAFES 


Los Angeles, June 6. 

Widespread use of _ collegiate 
‘courtesy cards’ by local night clubs 
has in effect put night life on a 
cut-rate basis. 

These cards, distributed among 
college students by the Frolics, Co- 
coanut Grove and Miramar among 
others, entitle the holders to $2.50 
worth of food for $1.50 or less. 

Patrons from 16 to 60 are using 
the cards, with no objections from 
the night spots. 


Stations Tell Agencies 
To ‘Put It on the Line’ 


Chicago, June 6.,. 

Stations in the midwest have been 
left holding the bag so many times 
recently that they’ve begun to ask 
for money in advance, even in cases 
of businé@ss received through adver- 
tising agencies. No matter the 
status of the agency itself, if the 
station’s credit authority puts the 
danger rating on the account it’s 
cash or else. 

Attitude toward the agencies 
unheard of in any other branch of 
advertising, since the unwritten 
code holds the agency directly ac- 
countable for the client's credit. 


Dutch Tooters Back on 
Sidewalks of New York 


German bands, which went out a 
few years before another German 
product, beer, are slowly making 
reappearance throughout New York. 
Some see in it an omen. 

The Deutsche music makers that 
play around the city’s streets and 
look up at apartment windows 
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when finished with their serenad- 
ing, aren’t numerous. Most of them 
are confining their activities to the 


more residential sections, and num- 
ber about three or four men per 
band. 

One exception is an eight-piece 
affair that’s recently gotten into| 
action again. 


Same old ge-clumpity 
moosick, i 


for lack 
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GABRIEL, BOEHNEL 
TOP ORAMA, FILM 


Both Are Repeat Leaders— 
Gabriel Tops for 3d Time, 
a Record — Five Stage 
Failures to One Success in 
152 Production Tries— 
Few Moderate Successes 
on Stage or Screen—N. Y. 
Femme Filmers Drop 





ARDEN HEADS CHICAGO 





Returns for the full season 
ratings of critics finds Gilbert 
Gabriel of the ‘American’ leading 
his field in stage criticism for the 
third time, a record, and William 
Boehnel of the ‘World-Telegram’ 


heading the New York picture con- 
tingent for the second time. Chi- 
cago film palm goes to Doris Arden 
of the ‘Times.’ This is ‘Variety’s’ 
fifth compilation of film critic 
ratings and its ninth statistical re- 
view of the dramatic commentators. 

State of business in the amuse- 
ment field is vividly reflected in the 
new listing. Of 152 stage plays pre- 
sented from June of ’31 to June 
of '32 there were 121 outright fail- 
ures, 15 moderate successes and 16 
actual hits, which summarizes ir 
one real or partial success for each 
five plays produced. 

Something of the same situation 
applies to the picture’ division 
where the films that failed to bring. 
back their negative investment 
were greatly in the majority. 

Thus it is found that the least 
complacent of the writers both of 
plays and picture. are found in the 
higher brackets. It was the hard 
boiled reviewers that led the pro- 
cession. 

It is to be noted for instance that 
amonz the drama reporters any 
writer who had chosen to condemn 
all plays blindly would have fin- 
ished with the respectable percent- 
age of four ‘rights’ out of five 
guesses, or a percentage above .800. 
Gabriel scored an average of bet- 
ter than nine correct forecasts out 
of 10 tries, showing an average 
of .917 for the season. 

In like manner John 8S. Cohen, 
Jr., of the New York ‘Sun,’ prob- 
ably the most pessimistic of the 
New York film group, moved up five 


places from No. 7 to No. 5. Bland 
Johaneson, of the ‘Mirror,’ and 
Irene Thirer, of the ‘News,’ the 


latter using a star system of desig- 
nations and the former disposd to 


igive picture product a break, both 
dropped 
| standi: 7 
' 


considerably in their 
in a year characterized by 
elluloid that did not measure up, 
either bec of inferior quality 
of public spending at the 


Ause 


boxoffice 
Dramatic 

page 51. 
Film critics’ box score on page 2. 


critics’ box score on 
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4 Generations with Hunt Circus, 


Which Is 70% a Family Affair 





Young America’s Idea 





Long Branch, N. J., June 6. 

Local kids have hit upon a 
new one to avoid going to 
school. 

They rub themselves with 
poison ivy. 

















COMMENCEMENT 
CAMERA FOR 
TALENT 


Young ladies in finishing schools 
who step up to get their diplomas 
at this June’s commencement may 
be giving an audition for pictures. 
at the same time. Talent scouts 
are going that far in their hunt for 
unusual screen types. 

Odd as it may seem in view of 
the glutted beauty market in Hol- 
lywood, the scouts ara actual- 
ly planning to visit the sororities 
with cameras and a practiced eye 
for possibilities. It is now being 
said that it’s easier to crash Holly- 


(Continued on page 10) 


Free Fins New at Calif. 
Drive-in-and-Eat Spots 


San Diego, June 6. 

Local exhibitors have found a 
new reason to go on an aspirin diet. 
It’s the free showing of films at 
local drive-in eateries. 

Two of the _  dine-in-yorr-car 
stands have sound equipment at 
one end of their lots and are throw- 
ing one reel subjects on their 
screens to keep the autoists amused 
while munching. 








Canada Lukewarm About 


Red Coated U. S. Marines 


Toronto, June 6. 
Protests are being made to gov- 
ernment authorities regarding the 
engagement of the U. S. Marine 
Band for the Canadian National 
Exhibition here. Claim is that Ca- 
nadian musicians are unemployed. 
Squawks also rife over U. S. Ma- 
rine Band playing in capital while 

Imperial Conference being held. 
Authorities here explain the band 


| 
| 


Yonkers, N. Y., June 6. 


Hunt’s Three Ring Circus is mak- 
ing its 40th annual trek through the 
smaller towhs of Westchester 
county. It is said to be the oldest 
tented show that has remained in- 
tact under one ownership for so 
long a time and during the 40 years 
it has always traveled the same 


route through the under 196,000 
towns in eastern Pennsylvania, 
northern New Jersey, New York 


and New England. 

There are four generations of the 
Hunts now with the show. Mrs. 
John Hunt, 84, widow of the founder 
of the show, said to be the oldest 
outdoor trouper still active, takes 
tickets at the main gate. Her little 
great grandson rides in parade and 
entry. 

Routine varies but little. Seventy 
percent of the personnel of the per- 


(Continued on page 50) 


New 12-Hour Rule on 
Reno Divorces Now 
Protects Merchants 


Reno, June 6. 

Heeding a request from Reno 
merchants, who have been gyped 
regularly by divoree seekers with 
bad memories for bills, the two dis- 
trict judges in Reno’s divorce court 
issued a joint order last week that 
is designed to give merchants a 
chance to collect from divorce cus- 
tomers before the customers grab 
their decrees and scram. 

From now on no divorce cases 
will be heard until at least 12 hours 
after filing. It was possible up un- 
til June 1 for attorneys and their 
clients to walk into the court house 
at any hour of the day, file the 


(Continued on page 62) 


Even the Birds Do It 


Show biz may know all there is 
about temperament !~t this is the 























first time that the routing of a 
show troupe had to be altered to 
allow a talking parrot its full daily 
quota of 12 hours sleep. Bird is 
used in a Fanchon & Marco wnit, 
‘Radio Stars of Tomorrow,’ now 
enroute to the Coast. 

Transportation had to be shifted 
so the parrot eould be accommoeo- 
dated. It is owned by Francis 
Abelli. 

Someone in the siow suggested 
the bird fly te break the jumps and 
save railroad expense. 


JESSEL AS REPORTER 


is coming on a _ courtesy visit 

through Col. Hanford MacNider, George Jessel got off the Levia- 

U. S. minister; that it is a band! than last week and stepped into a 

which plays only at U. S. official | New York ‘Mirror’ contract through 

functions, and this is the first time | the William Morris office. 

it has been allowed to leave the | Comedian is to cover the political 

United States. conventions in Chicago for both the 
United States Marine Pand wear Mirro: and Chi ‘American’ with 

red coats same as British troop INS papers probably buying his 

full dress ) stuff. 
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Polyanna Tete-a-Tete with Lil 
Syl Sidney, Who Trusts Her Studio 


By CECELIA AGER 


‘I’m not satisfied with my work 


in pictures so far,’ remarked little 


Sylvia Sidney, rattling around in 


the restrained elegance of her sump- 


tuous. Waldorf tower suite. ‘It has 
no mellowness.’ She squirmed into 
a more comfortable pose on the 
delicate Chippendale sofa, a star, 
and yet only a child beset with 


childlike restlessness, 


99. 


Miss Sidney is 22; she looks 16. 
Women don’t like her, Miss Sidney 
says. 

of her 


for their irritation. 


The maddening youthfulness 


appearance might account 


*‘There’s so much I have to learn,’ 
said Miss Sidney, surveying her 
surroundings appreciatively. Long 
stemmed American Beauty roses in- 
clined their heads from a tall vase 
on the exquisitely proportioned 
commode. <A very correctly uni- 
formed maid hovered quietly busy 
in the entrance hall and adjoining 
rooms of Miss Sidney’s spacious 
apartment. The towers of Manhat- 
tan, from the heady heights of her 
34th floor drawing room, were im- 
pertinent dwarfs. Background de- 
tails of a picture star visiting New 
York done quite in the fan mag 
grand manner, Frightfully good 
taste, richly unobtrusive. 

‘So much to learn,’ Miss Sidney 
went on, ‘about acting, for the 
screen.’ Dressed in simple brown 
crepe, her hair cut in a new coiffure 
that made her demure, round face 
even younger, Miss Sidney reflected 
upon her inexperience, in pictures. 
Merrily she laughed as she explained 
how little she knows, compared to 
the established stars. They’ve been 
in the business for so many, many 
years longer than she. Her eyes 
erinkling at the corners as they do 

e : 
in Close-ups when she’s happy, Miss 
Sidney confessed that all she has is 


(Continued on page 19) 


Neck-Bones for Extras 


Memorial week was one of the 
seven worst weeks of 1932 for the 
mob. Five working days averaged 
only 522 extra placements each. 

Largest single crowd was 213 in 
a courtroom scene of ‘Without 
Shame’ at Metro. Only 26 features 
were in production last week, low-. 
est since March. 











LIONEL STANDER—METRO 


Lionel Stander, young legit actor, 
has a termer from Metro, with the 
customary options. 

Stander, 1 st in ‘House Beautiful,’ 
leaves for Hollywood in _ three 
weeks. 





SAILINGS 


July 1 (New York to Paris), Mr. 
and Mrs. Al Goodman (Europa). 

June 18 (London to New York), 
William A. Brady (Aquitania). 

June 8 (New York to Paris) Karl 
Berlin (Pres. Harding.) 

June 7 (New York to London) 
Mr. and Mrs. Matty Zimmerman, 
John Mason Brown (Leviathan). 

June 7 (Berlin to New York) Al 
Szekler, Max Friedland (Europa). 

June 6 (Los Angeles to New 
York) Mrs. Brock Pemberton 
(Pennsylvania). 

June 6 (New York to London) 
Jack Mills (Bremen). 

June 4 (San Francisco to Sid- 
ney), Jack Russell (Monterey). 

June 4 (New York to Paris) 
Fannie Brice and children, Beatrice 
Lillie, Alla Nazimova, Vilma Banky 


Vivian Martin, Tamara, P. N. 
Brinch, Georges Olive (lle de 
France). 


June 4 (Paris to New York), Ear] 
Carroll (Berengaria). 

June 4 (London to New York) £. 
H. Allen (Bremen). 

June 3 (New York to Berlin), 
Mike Mindlin (Rotterdam). 

June 3 (New York to London) 
Lawrence Tibbett (Majestic). 











Colleges, Too 





Hollywood, June 6. 


Feeling their oats, southern 
California college newspapers 
have commenced razzing the 
picture industry. Rah-rah 
journalists are trying to copy 


some of their professional 
brothers in ribbing producers, 
players and pictures. 

It all started when several 
studio publicity departments 
turned down journalism class 
students who wanted to inter- 
view stars. 


S-J AGENCY HOLDING 
CLIENTS BY SPEC IDEA 


Hollywood, June 6. 

With but a minority of its clients 
reported working, Selznick & Joyce 
agency is attempting to have this 
otherwise idle talent, particularly 
writers, work on speculation with 
the chance that the agency may 
land some of the stuff. 

Intent is flashily dressed asa so- 
called ‘complete studio service’ 
wherein a producer would be sold 
completed scripts, already cast, if 
any of them happened to want com- 
pleted scripts already cast with one 
agency’s clients. 

Agency’s writer list has been! 
urged to gét busy on any ideas it 
may have. If theres’ any story dif- 











over to the agency for assignment 
to another writer, with all possible 
revenue thus’ kept within the 
agency. Directors are also asked 
to submit ideas. 

Small Paid Salary 


This apparently leaves the idle 
S-J talent in the same category as 
unemployed talent without an 
agent—working on spec with the 
hope of landing. A minor differ- 
ence is that the writer without an 
agent doesn’t pay commission if his 
stuff is sold. 

Edward Small tried a similar idea 
some time ago with clients he had 
under contract, but he paid the 
talent a small salary. while scripts 
were being developed. This placed 
Small.on spec as well as his clients. 
By keepins its writers and direc- 
tors busy, even without salary, S-J 
may be able to keep them from 
hopping to another agency. 


Quirk Staying West 
To Fight Rubens Suit 


Holiywood, June 6. 
James Quirk, editor of ‘Photo- 
play,’ will remain here until the 








end of June. On June 19 an action 
for $1,000,000 damages, brought 
against his publication, ‘Photoplay’ 
by Mrs. Minnie Rubens, mother of 
the late Alma Rubens, comes to 
trial in Superior Court. 

Action was brought following 
publication of a story referring to 
the funeral of Miss Ruben’s, with 
a line ‘there were not many picture 
people in attendance.’ 

Bernard J. Douras, father of 
Marion Davies, is attorney for Mrs. 
Rubens, 


ficulty the writer can turn his yarn'| 
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WILL MAHONEY 


appearing at' Grauman’s 
Hollywood, Cali- 


Now 
Chinese theatre, 
fernia. 

The Los Angeles ‘Herald Express’ 
said: “Will Mahoney, the show 
stopper at Grauman’s Chinese, has 
an exceptionally constructed xylo- 
phone to be played upon with the 
feet!...some feat! (pardon the 
pun). Whatever you do, don’t miss 
Mahoney.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 





Studios Talks Nickels 
When Kids Mentioned, | 
is Plaint of Agents 


Hollywood, June 6. 
With exception of half a dozen 
name children, handling of youth- 
ful players by legitimate agents is 


counted a sacrifice by the 10% 
gentry who say that it isn’t worth 
the time and trouble to try building 
up anyone under 16. 

In addition to the grief with 
parents, agents say that their main 
trouble’ is with casting directors, 
who never stop trying to chiscl 
down the playing price of young- 
sters. Plaint is that the casters 
can’t think of anything but nickels 
in connection with children. 

Aside from Jackie Cooper, Rob- 
ert Coogan and Mitzi Green, the 
$250 Dickie Moore is getting at 
Roach is top. Then come a dozen 
Wwhd can command as‘ high ‘as $35 
a day and the rest are in the extra 
class as far as money is concerned. 

State law requires the presence 
of a welfare worker on the set with 
each youngster. Chaperone’s pay 
is set by the same law at $9 a day. 
Kid is lucky if he does as well. 

Major iots maintain schoolrooms 
for all children working in produc- 
tions, with a specified amount of 
time daily devoted to reading, writ- 
ing and arithmetic, all essential for 
the signing of contracts. 








Jannings for WB? 





Berlin, June 6. 

Reports here are that Darryl 
Zanuck, of Warner Brothers, has 
been making overtures to Emil 
Jannings to return to the States for 
his firm and picture work. 
* Zanuck is ostensibly over here on 
a vacation. He is in charge of pro- 
duction for WB in California under 





J. L. Warner. 





Marks Finis of 


Fairbankses Sudden Democracy 


Hi-Hat Hollywood 





Hollywood, June 6. 

Mantle of exclusiveness which has 
cloaked Douglas Fairbanks and 
Mary Pickford for a number of 
years has been suddenly dropped. 
Both have become quite democratic 
in the past few months. 

Never frequenting Hollywood to 
any extent and rarely seen at the 
film coiony’. social functions, they 
are now doing the social rounds and 
are regulars at the Hollywood night 
spots and noonday gathering places. 











Show me a thoroughly con- | 
tented person and | will show | 
you a useless one. 








MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 











Fairbanks was given a party by 
| the Masquers following his return 
| from the South Seas and has visited 
| the club several times since. 
| Though a member since the club’s 
| inception, previous to this time he 


|}had entered the club only a few 
| times. 

Malibu, No Less 

| Both have become drop-ins at 


Hollywood parties and are spend- 
ing their weekends at Malibu. In 
a restaurant for luncheon, Miss 
Pickford posed for a fan magazine 
photographer balancing a flock of 
peas on her knife. Two years ago 
it would have been impossible to 
get a Fairbanks to pose eating, 
much less clowning with etiquette. 


Lowering of the social struggle 
generally in Hollywood is given as 
the reason for the Fairbanks’ new 


attitude. Last year has seen a lot 
of the high hat stuff go by the 
board. 

Unlike previous years, foreign | 


royalty has not been traveling and | 
few born to the purple have visited 
Hollywood. Entertaining royalty 


| fair’ 
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Film Critics’ Box Sec 
SEASON ’31-’32 

Key to abbreviations: PC (pictures caught), R (right), W 

(wrong), O (no opinion expressed), PCT., (percentage). 
CHICAGO 
PC. R. Ww. Oo. Pct. 
DORIS ARDEN* (Times)....... baer ena 149 £3 0 .616 
GENEVIEVE HARRIS (Post) ........ °18 130 77 11 .596 
CLARK RODENBACH (News) . - 199 114 67 18 573 
MAE TINEE? (Tribune).......... aan. aa 133 90 15 .560 
ROB REELt (American) .......cesees 214 118 74 22 551 
CAROL FRINK (Her-Exam) ......... 232 119 68 45 .513 
*Elien Keene. 
*Frances Kurner. 
tHazel Flynn. 
(This score based on 270 pictures) 
NEW YORK 
WM. BOEHNEL (World-Tele) ....... 244 168 75 1 .688 
JOHN S. COHEN, Jr. (Sun).......... » 231 152 74 5 .658 
THORNTON DELEHANTY (Post) .. 220 141 og 10 641 
RICHARD WATTS, JR. (Her-Trib)... 194 124 62 ss .639 
JULIA SHAWEL'. (Graphic) ........ 252 156 72 24 .619 
REGINA CREWE (American) ........ 263 162 90 11 .616 
BLAND JOHANESON (Mirror) ...... 263 :53 104 0 605 
IRENE THIREM (News) ......... +040 See 134 86 0 .583 
ROSE PELSWICK (Journal) ........ 202 11° 56 33 559 
MARGARET TAZELAAR (Her-Trib). 55 28 22 5 .509 
MORDAUNT HALL (Times) ......... 192 90 54 48 .469 
VARIETY (combined) ................ 277 | « 220 57 0  .794 
(This score based on 293 pictures) 








Film Critics’ Summary 





Complete year of 1931-32 finds 
William Boehnel (‘World-Telegram’) 
leading the New York film critics 
for the second year in this annual 
compilation by ‘Variety,’ this being 
the fifth season the figures have 
been computed. Doris Arden, pen 
name of Ellen Keene (‘Times’), 
holds her familiar place at the head 
of the Chicago list. 

Score for the past season revises 
the New York list materially from 
the running order of June, 1931, the 
conspicuous features of the new 
rating being the displacement of the 
feminine reviewers from the higher 
brackets of the New York writers 
in favor of men. 

Four men take the ranking spots, 
the order being Boehnel, John 8S. 
Cohen, Jr., (‘Sun’), Thornton Dele- 
hanty (‘Post’), and Richard Watts, 
Jr., (Her-Trib.’). Next six places 
comprise the femme _ contingent, 
again led (as in the March sum- 
mary) by Julia Shawell (‘Graphic’). 


‘(| Mordaunt Hall (‘Times’) brings up 


ale- i 


the rear, a position he has 
for his own by reason of a con- 
sisent style of ignoring the merits 
or demerits of the pictures he re- 
views. 

Chicago placements run the same 
as in the late winter compilation, 
but the whole season has worked 
some changes in the standings of 
the reviewers. Mae Tinee (‘Tri- 
bune’) (Hazel ‘lynn) has moved 
from No. 2 to No. 4 and Clark 
Rodenbach (‘News’) from No. 5 to 
No. 3. Carol Frink (‘American’) 
remains in last place. 


Optimists Low 


The outstanding item of the new 
scorings is the fact that the more 
optimistic commentators are out of 
luck in their pickings. This situa- 
tion was revealed in the ratings 
for March 15 last, when the harder 
boiled men reviewers climbe@ to the 
top of the rankings and the politer 
girls fell back. Two women writers 
who fared badly by the definite 
opinion system are Bland Johane- 
son (‘Mirror’) and Irene § Thirer 
(‘News’). Miss Johaneson for a long 
time was top or runner-up in the 
findings, but for the latter half of 
the season appeared to be working 
under a handicap. She has gone 
overboard on compromises on bad 
product, rated in her column as 
‘fair.’ 

Same is true of Miss Thirer’s es- 
timates by the star method which 
makes small allowance for down- 
right inferior product. 

The percentages of ‘rights’ over 
the entire field are considerably re- 
duced. Nearly all reviewers have 
slipped off in their ratio of strictly 
correct estimates of potential box 
office, the natural result of depres- 
sion when only the outstanding pro- 
ductions cash in conspicuously. It 
has been thoroughly demonstrated 
in the trade that there are few ‘just 
box office films. In the last 
six months, and in less degree for 
a year back, pictures have either 





has always been a Hollywood battle, 





with the Fairbanks playing host to} 
most of them. i 


been distinct hits or flops. 
Compromises 
Many of the critics have been led 





astray here by compromising on a 


‘fair’ rating for product’ that 
couldn’t make the present grade. 
This was particularly true of the 
Chicago coterie. Most of the 
Windy City reviewers were right 


on all the good films, but their 
optimism. led them astray in giving 
moderate ratings to outright in- 
ferior releases. ‘Rob Reel’. . (pen 
name of Hazel Flynn), found only 
five ‘bad’ pictures during the period 
March 1 to May 15, against. 24 
‘good’ subjects, and her percentage 
suffered accordingly. 

John §S, Cohen, Jr., of the ‘Sun’ 
on the contrary generally leaned 
toward pessimism in his ratings, a 
tendency that has damaged his per- 
centages in other seasons, but this 
time his over-pessimism earned him 
an advance of five places to run- 
ner-up in the New York list. 

The 1931-32 averages are com- 
puted on 293 pictures in first run 
New York houses between June and 
June and on 270 pictures in first 
run in Chicago for the same period, 
‘Variety’s’ ratings are based on 
what the pictures did at the box 
office and not on artistic quality. , 


Hall’s 48 


Miss Crewe and Miss Jonaneson 
led the field for the number of pit= 
tures caught with 263 pictures each, 
These two New Yorkers and Miss 
Keene in Chicago also have no ‘no 
opinions’ marked against 
Two of them use star designations, 
while Miss Johaneson’s style calls 
for a terse characterization of each 
release. 

Hall still holds the distinction of 
the most ‘no opinions,’ his total be- 
ing 48 with Miss Pelswick, 
‘Journal,’ a contender with 33. Carol 
Frink, of the Chicago ‘Herald-Ex- 
aminer,’ was runner up with 45 
blanks. 

Boehnel had the most ‘rights’ in 
total as well as in ratio, with 168 
accurate pickings out of 244 films 
viewed. His percentage is almost 
exactly the same as last year, .688 
against 689. ‘Variety’ finished the 
season with a rating of .794, com- 
pared to last year’s .780. 


Cornell Pats Bankroll 
In Snubbing Pictures 


Los Angeles, June 6. 

Katharine Cornell, here with 
‘Barretts’ at the Biltmore, stated to 
‘Variety’ that she is not interested 
in screen work and will not be until 
she needs money enough to give in. 
This sets aside overtures Metro and 
United Artists have made for her 
to do ‘Barretts’ as a film. 





Metro and U. A. have a two-way 


deal for ‘Barretts,’ both agreeing 
to waive rights if the other outfit 
signed Miss Cornell. 

Miss Cornell's plans are to close 
her tour in San Francisco, June 25, 
then depart for a European vaca- 
tion. Upon her return she ; 
templates producing ‘Alien Corn 
new play by Sidney Howard. 
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Another Coast Bank Blows 





Garbo Believed Heaviest Depositor — Had 
$1,500,000 in Cash—Beaudine’s Record 





Hollywood, June 6. 

First National Bank of Beverly 
did not open its doors Saturday (4) 
and announced it has suspended 
operation. Several hundred picture 
people will h~ ve their funds tied up 
for the time being at least. 

Among the heaviest depositors is 
Greta Garbo. She is reported to 
have about $1,500,000 which she was 
vlanning to invest before leaving 
for Sweden. Just what portion of 
this sum was on deposit is not 
known but it- was believed to be the 
bulk of her cash. Harry Eddington, 
her manager, also was a_  de- 
positor. 

National bank examiners had been 
in the institution since last Tues- 
day (31). It is reported that the 
bank officials were entirely willing 
to close as they anticipated that 
one of their heaviest depositors, a 
woman, and believed to be Garbo, 
was about to withdraw her money 
shortly, which would have put the 
bank to great inconvenience. 

Jack Warner’s $20,000 

Jack Warner was. also a heavy 
depositor, having put in $20,000 on 
Friday the day before closing. 
Others are Marion Davies, Wallace 
Beery, Will Rogers, Fred Niblo, 
Harry Beaumont, John Gilbert, 
Conrad” Nagel, Constance Bennett, 
zducational Films Corp., Joe 
Brandt, C. C. Burr, Louis Leighton, 
Rodgers & Hart, Herman Man- 
kiewicz, Steve Roberts, Joe Riley, 
Fox police chief; Eddie Cantor, 
Corinne sriffith, Arthur Pierson, 
Richard Rogers, Louis Leighton. 

Others to *: clipped are Harlan 
Thompson for $6,000; J. Walter Ru- 
bin, Radio director, who claims it 
broke him; Edmund Lowe and Lily- 
an Tashman, Fred Niblo, Jr., Nor- 
man Taurog and Lorenz Hart, who 
only had $39 on Ceposit but who had 
intended putting in his Paramount 
pay check the day of the closing. 

' Bank was notel for the mortgages 
it held on homes in Beverly Hills, 
Brentwood and Bel Air, many of 
which are owned by picture people. 
Individual deposits to the credit of 
film names ran five and six figures. 

Constance Bennett on Friday de- 
posited her pay check for $30,000. 
Also caught are Walter Huston, 
Kenneth McKenna, Estelle Taylor, 
William Collier, Sr., Richrdo Cortez, 
Clara Bow, Rex Bell, Colleen Moore 
and Harry Bannister. 

Local l.earst papers didn’t touch 
the story Saturday or Sunday, and 
the Los Angeles ‘Times’ carried only 
a brief report. 

Hoping entanglements might be 
straightened out, directors of the 
First National Bank of Beverly 
Hills met this afternoon to attempt 
reorganization or effect consolida- 
tion with the Beverly Hills National 
Bank. 


Cagney’ 5 Suit Waits; 
- Wanted for B’way Play 


Los Angeles, June 6. 

William Morris’ suit against 
James Cagney for 10 weeks’ com- 
mission, slated for a hearing in 
the Los Angeles Superior Court 
June 9, is postponed until July 5. 

Postponement was granted by 
the Morris attorneys at the request 
of Cagney’s atterney. 

Phil Dunning and George Abbott, 
newly formed producing combo, are 
trying to land Cagney for the lead 
in their latest play 
‘Little Old Boy,’ by 
‘for fall production. Part calls for 
an inmate in a reform’. school, 
is localed. An all 
thale cast, mainly youngsters. 











Albert Bein, 


acquisition, | 


+ 





Jed Harris, Arthur Hopkins, Ben! 


Hecht and Charles MacArthur, last 
two as a team, previously had op- 
tions on ‘Boy.’ 


BILLIE BURKE'S RADIO PIC 
Hollywood, June 6. 

been contracted 

lead in ‘Bill of 


Binie Burk 
by Radio for 
Divore ement.’ 


as 


ine 


| 


| 


| Metro 





Charging Stooges 


Reason for the rapid turn- 
over of directors and writers 
at Columbia is explained. It’s 
to give Harry Cohn more 
stooges to sit on the electri- 
cized chair at the execs’ lunch 
table, 

Norman Krasna admits he 
has purposely sat in the chair 


six times to make the boss 
laugh and keep himself in a 
job. 
From Variety’s Hollywood Bul-. 
letin. 











Parsons Charity 
Gesture for Air 
Has 3-Way Split 


Hollywood, June 6. 


Louella Parsons, film chatter edi- 
tor for Universal Service, is out to 
overcome the embargo against pic- 
ture players making gratis radio 
appearances. She promises to se- 
cure for the Motion Picture Relief 
Fund around $13,500 providing the 
studio heads lend their aid in se- 
curing enough star talent for a 13- 
week broadcast over a national 
hook-up sponsored by General Mo- 
tors. 

Plan will be submitted at a meet- 
ing of the relief fund tomorrow 
night (7) with the statement that 
Mary Pickford, first president of 
the Fund, Dougias Fairbanks, Norma 
Shearer, Clark Gable and Constance 
Bennett have already pledged them- 
selves to the idea. 

Miss Parsons will probably also 


(Continued on page 12) 


BUSHMAN IN ENGLAND 
WITH NEGRO FOR VODE 


Hollywood, June 6, 

Francis X. Bushman, Jr., informed 
‘Variety’ his father landed in Eng- 
land today (6), taking over a Negro 
who will do a vaudeville act with 
him, 

Bushman hopes to land 
tures there. 











in pic- 





Weil Bankrupt 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Richard Weil, film writer, filed 
bankruptcy listing $3,600 liabilities, 
largest of which was a $1,250 loan 
from Charles Bickford, the actor. 
Assets are $550, mostly exempt. 





MACFADDEN MEGGING MIX 
Hollywood, June 6. 
Hamilton MacFadden, who left 
Fox recently, has been engaged by 
Universal to direct ‘Pony Boy,’ Nina 


Mix. 





PAR BORROWING STANWYCK 


Hollywood, June 6, 
Paramount is borrowing Barbara 
Stanwyck for the lead in ‘Riddle Me 
This.” Edmund Lowe and Victor 
McLaglen are the male leads, 


BABE KANE’S COMEDIES 
Hollywood, June 6. 
Babe Kane, who appeared in ‘Good 
News’ here, has been engaged for 
six comedies by Mack Sennett 
Throug'. to Coast 
Paule Marsa, French a 
New York for Hollywood to join the 
French department, 
She arrived from France Tuesday 
(1) and left the day for the 
Coast 


loft 


next 
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REY. HITS Paps Bern Champions the Supervisor 


OAVE TAR REPS 


Newspapers Shouldn’t Know 
What Picture People Do 
at Home, Says Chief Blair 
—Protects Local Drunks 
and Playboys from Scan- 
dal — Deluxe Cream-Col- 


ored Jail Has Everything | 


but Tenants 


FOOLING BURGLARS 





Beverly Hills, June 6. 


Protecting reputations of picture | 


people, in addition to their persons 
and property, is just one of the 
many unusual duties assigned itself 
by the police department of Beverly 
Hills. 

Nothing less than a major crime 
is ever garnered by reporters of the 
Los Angeles dailies from this police 
department. Minor occurrences in- 
volving film names are kept mum, 
with the local cops expert in giv- 
ing reporters a runaround. 

Any service to make the life of 
a Beverly Hills dweiler happier and 
safer from everybody, including 
newspaper men, is looked into by 
this only-one-of-its-kind force, 
which has adapted itself to caring 
for a town of celebrities and mil- 
lionaires. 

Police Blotter Clean 

Regular happenings such as 
fights, drunkenness, threatening let- 
ters and kidnap scares, which get 
nation-wide printing if a big name 
is involved, don’t even get on the 
police blotter much less into print. 

This slant on what a copper 
should do has been developed by 

(Continued on page 12) 





Players Pose-Weary, 
So WB Grabs Stills 
With Candid Camera 


Hollywood, June 6. 

First candid camera in a publicity 
department has been put into use 
by George Thomas on Warners and 
First National Players. Demand 
by newspapers and magazines for 
unposed pictures of personalities 
brought this new space grabbing 
machine, 

Thomas has _ ordered his still 
photographer to grab a picture first 
and tell the player about it after- 
ward. After posing for hundreds 
of stills, leading players were in a 
mugging rut, 


Adventure Film Producer 





Charged with Grand Theft | 


Los Angeles, June 6. 

Jack Irwin faces preliminary 
hearing on grand theft charges in 
municipal court here tomorrow 
(Tuesday). 

Following complaints by victims 
who were to go to the south seas 
to make ‘The Soul Trader,’ district 


; | attorney told Irwin to put the cash 
Wilcox Putnam story starring Tom 


furnished as bond by those he 
hired in a bank and not use it for 
financing the venture. Irwin put 
up theatre bonds at face value and 
the d. a.’s office swore out a war- 
rant 





Vallee’s Secret 


Culver City, June 6. 
Metro execs don’t know anything 


ibout a picture deal with Rudy 
Vallee. 

Crooner was quoted in a Chicago 
laily as saying M-G was looking | 


for a story for him, 





Radio’s Dinehart Feeler 
Hollywood, June 6. 
Dinehart, stage actor who 
drupped by Fox three 
is up for a contract at Radio. 
Dinehart was packed for the east 
Radio started 


Alan 
vas 
io, 


1 Sale - 
ghen dickering. 


weeks | 


BLONDELL’S TAKE-OFF 


Dye Brings Purple Tresses—Shave 
And Wig Result 
Hollywood, June 6. 
Joan Blondell has been wearing 
a wig in her last two pictures and 
will continue to do so, around which 
there hangs a tale. 





Player dyed blonde several 
months ago and then decided to go 
back au natural to the nut brown 


Result shoved up purple. Growth of 
trick color was shaved to the scalp 
and the wig went on. 

Now the natural hair is out 
again, but she means it when she 
says ‘she can’t do a thing with it.’ 
So wig will remain on for picture 
purposes until the unruly locks get 
reasonable again. 


FOWLER WALKS 
ON BENNETT 
BABE YEN 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Final straw that caused Gene 
Fowler to walk out of Radio was 
the insistence of Constance Bennett 
that the writer include a maternity 
sequence he did not like in ‘What 
Price Hollywood?’ 








Story angle Miss Bennett wanted 
had her announcing to a producer 
that she was quitting pictures to 
have a baby. Since Miss Bennett 
was playing the part of ar. unmar- 
ried girl throughout the picture, 
Fowler declared it would not pass 
the censors but Dave Selznick, stu- 
dio head, let the actress have her 
way. 

Fowler wrote’ in the scene but 
when Miss Bennett rehearsed with 
the cast she blew up. Fowler's 
lines were: 

‘I am leaving pictures to have a 
baby, Mr. Producer—a nice little 
black baby.’ 

By that time Fowler's resigna- 
tion was in Selznick’s hand. 


Tampa’s Plea for Films 
Nets One Indie Maybe 


Hollywood, June 6. 
M. H. Hoffman is planning to in- 
vade the Florida district in response 
to the Tampa Chamber of Com- 
merce plea for Hollywood producers 
to center production activity in that 
city. 
If ‘e deal goes, it will be for one 
picture, which Hoffman plans to 
make with a Florida background. 


Walks on Westerns 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Al Werkeér, on a picture-to-pic- 
ture basis at Fox, walked last week. 
Had just completed ‘The Bachelor's 
Affair’ and was set to follow with 
westerns with George O'Brien. 

Gave up assignment rather than 
follow the dramatic work with 
horse operas. 


LL.D. ‘for Aylesworth 


Des Moines, June 6. 
M. H. Aylesworth, president of 
RKO and NBC, en route to Holly- 
wood, stopped off here to make an 
address at the commencement exer- 
cises of Drake University, which his 











father founded. 

He was honored with the degree 
of LL.D. 

MAE CLARKE’S REST 
Hollywood, June 6. 

Mae Clarke will not resume work 
zt Universal until Sept. 1. 

Announced herself as ready to 
£0 back on the lot at once, but 
physicians have advised a Ionger 
rest. 


As a Necessary Artistic Buffer 





are the most une 
justly condemned men in the mo- 
tion picture industry. They're spoken 
of contemptuously as meddlesome 
busy bodies. hey’re said to be ir- 
ritating miniature executives who 
lie awake nights plotting ways of 
throwing wrenches into smooth 
studio machinery. 


‘Supervisors 


‘You know, that’s all wrong,’ cone 
tinued Paul Bern, looking no whit 
like the popular conception of & 


Hollywood Supervisor. Mr. Bern is 
not opinionated. He doesn’t bluster. 
He talks quietly, slipping in a word 
of politely read slang when it helps 
to clarify his meaning. Every now 
and then he quotes Shakespeare— 
but that’s because he was born in 
Germany, and has nothing at all to 
do with his being a supervisor. 

That there nave been abuses of 
the supervisor system Mr. Bern 
does not deny, but he believes that 
it is the only intelligent basis for 
large scale picture production, 
Many studios, recognizing the value 
of supervised production, adopted 
it without understanding the funda- 
mentals of its operation. In cases 
where it has failed, it has been 
poorly applied, thereby building up 
a resounding rumor regarding the 
nuisance value of supervisors. 7 

‘Any studio that tries to live up 
to a standard of product,’ Mr Bern 
explains, ‘must function under the 
undenied jurisdiction of the man 
who sets that standard. He cannot 
be omnipresent; he cannot follow 
the minute developments of every 
film. He must vest his authority 
in representatives whom he con- 
siders capable of carrying out the 
studio standard.’ 

If the group is ill-chosen; if the 
authority of the man higher up is 
not sufficiently powerful to be dis- 
tributed among a subordinate group, 


(Continued on page 19) 





Siebert Paris-Bound; 
Kidnap Threats Out 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Rudolph Siebert, husband of Mare 
lene Dietrich, left here to return to 
Paris where he will continue as dl- 
rector at Paramount’s Joinville 
studios, 

News of attempts by racketeers 
to extort money from Miss Dietrich 
on threats to injure her child was 
simultaneous with Siebert’s leave 
ing. Threats are said to have been 
made a month ago and had kept 
the father here longer than he 
anticipated. 

Siebert had been here about six 
weeks. 
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With $1,500,000 Involved in Indie 


Financing, Golds 


Sabana eiclapeenail 4 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Shaky condition of the indie field, 
in which he already has $1,500,000 
invested, is Phil Guldstone’s reason 
for shutting his checkbook to free- 
lance producers. 

Unless a picture is scld defore it 
atarts, in future Goldstone will not 
Further, 
pro- 


be interested in financing 
he won’t discount any 
ducer or exchange paper, he says, 
feeling that some ci his mililon and 
a half in recent indie pictures is 
not as secure as it appeared sev- 
eral -months ago. 
Five pictures to have gone into 
work the past and present week 
have been called off and although | 
this has been attributed to labor 
difficulties, real reason is the cool- 
ing of Goldstone as a source. 
Financier, who has bankrolled 62 
indie pictures since Jan. 1, believes 
that the entire complexion of the 
state rights market has changed in 
the past month. Poor rental prices, 
and plenty of product to pick from, 


more 


along vith bad business among the 
small theatres are responsible, he 
says. 


Goldstone says the real ‘ow down 
on his change of heart is that direc- 
tors are asking too much, that they 
expect cameramen’s wages. 


AYLESWORTH T@ COAST 
ON THE ETHER END 


M. H. Aylesworth left New York 
Friday (3) for a trip to Los An- 
geles, on the ether end of his two 
presidential occupations, NBC and 
RKO. While in Hollywood for two 
or three days the pres of NBC may 
drop in to see the studio of Radio 
Pictures (RKO), but this is not 
positively set. 

While westward bound Ayles- 
worth will stop off at Chicago for 
a day or so, also at Drake College 
in the middle west. At Drake, 
founded by his father, Mr. Ayles- 
worth will make an address. 


TASHMAN THRU WITH 
PERSONALS, TOO TOUGH 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 

Lilyan Tashman, after pulling 
down more newspaper space here 
than any other screen star to hit 
town this year, closed her tour at 
the Stanley and headed back for the 
Coast. She is due at the FN studios 
June 14 for a part in ‘Revolt.’ 

Miss Tashman’s Paramount con- 
tract recently expired and she’s now 
free-lancing. Also says _ she's 
through with personals—they’re too 
tcugh. 


Academy Drops Wunder, 
Who'll Preach Religion 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Academy has dropped its former 
pilot, Dr. Clinton Wunder, who re-” 
cently has been drawing salary as 
an advisor. Previously he was ex- 
ecutive manager, a post now filled 
by Lester Cowan. 

Wunder’s whole time will now be 
devoted to the Institute of Religion 
and Philosophy, uader whose aus- 
pices he is lecturing and preaching. 











Ginsberg Hops In from 
Hollywood in 31 Hours 


From Cal. to N. Y., in 31 hours, 
including .a stopover in Chicago, is 
considered a record for flying pic- 
ture executives. It was set the past 
weekend by Harry Ginsberg, Hal 
Roach production manager. 

Ginsberg left Hollywood Satur- 
day (4) at 4 a. m. and arrived in 
Manhattan Sunday at 1:30 p. m. He 
will return to the Coast by air next 
week end. 

Ginsberg is here to work out final 
details in Roach’s '32-33 production 
for Metro release. 





WEITZENKORN'S BREAK 


Los Angeles, June 6. 

Louis Weitzenkorn secured re- 
lease of his Paramount paycheck, 
attached by Irma May Weitzen- 


korn, in a suit for a separate main- | 


tenance of $1,000 a month. 


tone Closes Purse 


4 





Almost a Bomb 


Artists’ 


Sadie 


United 
notably 


Several people in 
New York office, 
Feuerstein, private see to Al Licht- 
man, narrowly asphyxia- 
tion or burns when a bottle of acid, 


escaped 


dropped from above, landed on the 
window sill of Lichtman’s outer of- 
fice, spattering in all directions. 
Fumes and acid spray damaged 
desks, ceiling, file cabinets, etc. 


B. 0. SLASHES 
NO CURE FOR 
BIZ 


The slashing of admission prices 
is not the cure for the anemia suf- 
fered by. the nation’s boxoffices 
today, state the leading operators. 
Conclusion is that lessening of the 
seales has not increased the traffic 
past the toll gates. 

So certain is Publix that 
cuts ig not the solution, following 
experiments extending over more 





price 


slashes in many spots, that the cir- 
further except few minor spots 
where other factors figure. 

Where big price cuts have been 
effected without result, houses may 
be closed down for awhile, reopen- 
ing at old scales for a fresh start, 
chain attempting to inject life into 
the boxoffices through other means. 

Still Shopping 

During the past six months, scores 
of reductions in scale have been or- 
dered by Publix, from biggest of 
keys down to tank towns. The 
other circuits have also used the 
knife extensively. 

Among the conclusions drawn 
already is that the public, though 
cutting down on mass attendance, 
number of shows weekly, etc., is 








still patrenizing the shopped-for 
pictures heavily. Anything that's 
different, suggesting material and 


treatment away from the common 
run of talkers, gets a’ play. 





Attention, Dailies 


Los Angeles, June 6. 
Figuring the publicity given 
the Greta Garbo-Metro nego- 
tiations in the daily papers did 
more than a heavy advertis- 
ing campaign could possibly 
do, Loew’s Sate here opened 
Garbo’s ‘As “ou Desire Me’ 
without any increased bally or 
upped ad budget. 


P-P NOT INTERESTED IN 
CANADA CHAIN SALE 


Publix has not discussed any deal 
with N. L. Nathanson, former op- 
erator of the Famous-Canadian 
string, reacquirec by Paramount 
two years ago, nor, according to a 
high official of the circuit, has a 
direct offer been made them. Re- 
ports from Canada were that Na- 
thanson is willing to pay $6,000,000 
for the Canadian chain, but that 
Paramount Publix has set its figure 
at $12,000,000, 

This offer and figure are not con- 
firmed by the Publix home office, 
which says that if Nethanson is 
desirous of buying the F-C houses, 
he has not made that desire known 
in New York. 

Tntimation is that P-P is not 
anxious to seli its approximate 200 
houses above the border to anyone. 
That unit, next to Balaban & Katz, 
is the most profitable in the entire 
Publix organization, from informa- 
tion. Canadian resentment against 
American ownership-ozperation of 
properties in the Dominion which, 
originally, at the suggestion of 
Adolph Zukor, resulted in turning 
baek the houses, continues to exist, 











than a year, and taking in drastic | but with business indicating it is 


not reflected seriozsly at the box- 


cuit has discontinued the practice !| offices of the string. 


From Canadian sources close to 
Nathanson, information is that Na- 
thanson seems to be progressing 
closer to the point where a deal of 
some kind will be ultimately 
reached with Publix. Nathanson is 
said to have Lord Beaverbrook be- 
hing him on the financing of a pos- 
sible deal. 





MRS. PEMBERTON LEAVES 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Mrs. Brock Pemberton, wife of 
the legit producer, has been re- 
leased at Radio as head of the 
studio’s costume designing depart- 
raent. 

She left today (Monday), for 
New York, going by way of the 
Canal, 

Lorette Delima, recently brought 
from the east, succeeds to the 
berth. 








The pocling policy as a general 
expedient in the film industry’s 
concerted move for economy, with 
the pools set for stars and theatres, 
now has reached distribution. TLis 


is conceded the most knotty merger 
problem of all among the major 
companies. 

Practical possibilities for saving 
millions of dollars are seen in the 
eliminati-~s of present duplications 
and wasted efforts in handling the 
print after it leaves the studio cut- 
ting room. 

Shaping up as one of the most 
important consolidations in the 
scales’ merger plan is that of ship- 
ping of film, paper, accessories, etc.. 
from a central source in each key 
city where there are exchanges. 

There are _ow 7,000,000 shipments 
yearly. If a saving of only 10c a 
unit could be realized in this phase 
of exchange work it would mean a 
reduction of the industry’s carry- 
ing overhead of approximately 
$1,000,000. Tle dime figure, how- 
ever, is -conceded decidedly lower 
than that anticipated when work on 
the plan is complete. 

Survey First 

distribution never 
been consolidated on any large scale 
in any part of the world, the indus- 
try, before it can adopt a merged 
seales’ policy or anything like it. 
has decided to make an exhaustive 


Because has 








Paramount writer is now waiting 
to learn whether he must pay 
temporary alimony. Matter is 
under submission. 


survey. This research is being made 
chiefly to arrive at what approxi- 
mate cost per unit (one print, its 


(Continued on page 12) 


Pooling Idea on Distribution Next 
Move on Tap for Mutual Economy 





Even Sand in Schnoz’s 
Eyes Didn’t Deter the 
Doughty M-G-M Golfers 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Hugh Meore of the electrical de- 
pactment won the Metro-Goldwyn- 
tournament at Lakeside Sunday (5), 
with gross 84 and net 66. Jake 
Milstein, manager of the Los An- 
gele. exchange, and Carl Schillinger, 
prop department, tied for second 

with grosses of 92 and nets of 68. 
Jimmy Durante won his foursome 
with 134 gross; Chuck Reisner sec- 
ond with 154; Joe Cohn, production 
manager, 156, and Ed Brophy, 164. 
Firing of revolver throwing sand 


in their eyes and all the other 
Hollywood tricks couldn't hold 
Schnozzle back. There were 268 


entries, the first starting off at six 
in the morning with lanterns, and 
last one in afternoon, 

The seventh annual motion pic- 
ture tennis tournament at the Los 
Angeles tennis club was won by 
Harry McKee, singles; Oliver H. P. 
Garrett and Bob Coke doubles. 

Mrs. Lou RoSson and Bob Coke 
won the mixed doubles. 


J oan’s” Jonah Breaks 


Hollywood, 





June 6. 


Joan Bennett, recently out of a 
plaster cast after a hip injury, 
soraine. her ankle over the week- 


end while stepping out of her car. 
She will be on crutches several 
weeks more. 








CANAVAN RESIGNS 


Publix’ 





Labor Contactee Balks At 
Layoff 








William F, Canavan and Publix 
| have parted company, the former 
president of the LA.T.S.E. handing 
in his resignation after a brief in- 
| cumbency with the chain’s as a 
| labor contact executive under Sam 
|Dembow, Jr. The resignation went 
in when Canavan was asked to take 
a three months’ leave of absence 
without pay until September when 
new union contracts are negotiated. 
He was on the payroll at $20,000 
yearly, but without a contract. 

Harry Sherman, under contract 
which has some time yet to go, 
remai-s as director of special re- 
|lations in charge of labor matters 
for the chain. 

Canavan joined Publix shortly 
after the first of the year at the 
reported invitation ot the chain. 

For some time Canavan’s health 
has been none too gocd. 


[| A. KEYNOTE 
IS WORK AT 
ANY PRICE 


Columbus, June 6. 


Work at any price, and any, was 
the keynote of the 3ist Biennial 
Convention of the IATSE which got 
under way here today. Speakers at 
the opening sessions emphasized the 
need for full cooperation with own- 
ers and theatre operators in salary 
slashes at the present time, taking 
the stand that work for little pay 
is far better than no work at all. 

Full harmony of all delegates was 
practically demanded by Pres, 
William Elliott, of Cincinnati. 
Local houses which only last week 
instituted cuts for all union work- 
ers were aot condemned (at least 
in public) contrary to earlier plans. 

The entire session was based on 
the idea that work and only work 
comes first at this time. The con- 
vention brought more than 4,000 
persons to town including the 1,200 
delegates. 

At the windup of the Monday ses- 
sions, committees were named to 
go into various phases of the pres- 
ent and proposei1 agreements with 
owners with the idea that any new 
scale plans will be practically 
voluntary by the union men. In 
this way alone can they keep any 
theatres open in these days and re- 
tain the jobs they were told. 

Elliott, who is running for re- 
election as president, will be op- 
posed by George Brown, of Chicago, 
‘\ vice-president, with a real battle in 
sight for the major office. Nomina- 
tions are up Thursday. 

Legislation regarding union op- 
eration is the principal item to be 
taken up at the meeting, Sec.- 
Treas. Fred J. Dempsey, of Boston, 
announced coon after headquarters 
had been established at Memorial 
hall here. Dempsey, with Pres. 
William C. Ellictt, of Cincinnai, 
and John P. Nick of St. Louis, first 
Vv. p., have been here a full week 
assisting at the various district 
sessions. 

District sessions of the delegates 
hinged mostly on business condi- 
tions in various areas, with recent 
salary cuts being prominent in the 
discussions. 








SCHULBERG SAILING WEST 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Rounding out his vacation by a 
possible trip home through the 
Canal, B. P. Schulberg will be back 
at Paramount by July 1. Emanuel 
Cohen, who has occupied Schul- 
berg’s office in he exec’s absence, 
| says he will then go east. 
| Only two pictures are now in 
| work at Par. 








Barretto’s Answer 
Hollywood, June 6. 
Dave Selznick has wired Larry 
| Barretto, author, for an option on 
‘Indiscreet Years’ and for a price 
on his services. Barretto, in New 
York, wired back ‘Sorry I can’t 
come to Hollywood; my cat is sick.’ 





> 





Epidemic of Individual State Tax 
Measures on Heels of U. S. Stance 


4 





An epidemic of state boxoffice 
taxes is reported developing with 
Washiz ston’s approval of a Federal 
admission tax. Summer sessions of 
various legislat.:res are being called 
and certain states, including 
Louisiz na, are said to be drafting 
special film measures of their own, 

The Jersey legislature on Wednes« 
day (8) of this week will vote on a 
5% measure arranged on a sliding 
scale so that the boxoffice will pay 
lc out of thes first 25c taken in on 
each ticket. 

N. J. Cockiness Costly 

The cocky attitude of exhibitor 
lobbyists is blamed for the Jersey 
tax attitude. When it appeared 
fairly certain that Jersey would 
overiook the film theatres, local in< 
die leaders caused blurbs to be pub<« 
lished in regional papers boasting 
that ‘exhibitor power’ defeated the 
tax. The legislature at that time 
was only in recess. When it re« 
convened lawmakers were in pos« 
session of the article. 

Massachusetts, also, is slated 
shortly to vote on a 10% tax on the 
gross. The governor is credited 
with having insisted that this form 
of tax be reconsidered after the 
assembly had veted against it. 

This would put Massachusetts In 
a class with South Carolina, which 
is known as the worst theatre state 
in the union. The same kind of a 
tax has been in effect in S. C. for 
over five years. Today only 56 the- 
atres are reported operating in this 
state. With a new Federal tax 
added it is feared that Carolina be« 
fore the year is out will be film dark 
except for the cheapest grind 


| houses. 





WARNERS DEPRECATE 
RECEIVERSHIP SUITS 


Calling applications for receiver«- 
ship, of Which there have been three 
in the past few months. a ‘racket,’ 
high executives for Warner Broth« 
ers declare their organizction ig 
financially sound. 

Petition by Harry Koplar, third 
of its kind since about the first of 
the year, was filed last Thursday (2). 
In view of the fact that the U. S. 
District Court adjourns for the 
summer within the next two weeks 
WB execs expressed the belief that 
this application will not come bee 
fore the court earlier than next Oce 
tober. 

The application by Ko>lar, St, 
Louis exhibitor who is a Warner 
stockholder, came only four days 
before WB had a chance to 
appear in céurt and answer the 
second petition. The hearing in the 
second case was scheduled for yes- 
terday (Monday) at Wilmington. 

Wilmington, June 6. 

Supreme Court dismissed a re<« 
ceivership suit of M. V. Newcastle, 
stockholder, against Warner Bros, 
today. 

Newcastle lawyers had agreed to 
withdraw it was understood, but 
came in today asking to amend 
their original complaint. 

This was denied by the court and 
the motion to dismiss was there- 
upon moved by counsel. 


Jane Novak’s Notes 


Los Angeles, June 6. 

Jane Novak and Chester Ben- 
nett are being sued for $8,342 by 
A. N. Kemp, receiver for the Guar« 
anty Building and Loan Ass'n. 

Amount is balance on notes for 
$10,000 signed by Miss Novak in 
March, 1929, and guaranteed by 
Bennett. 








LOANING DURANTE 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Providing the part is approved by 
Metro, that company will loan Jim- 
my Durante to Paramount for 
‘Phantom President.’ 

Metro is not yet ready with ‘Turn 
to the Right,’ in which it planned 
to use Schnozzle. 





PAR TESTS ATHLETE 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Herman Brix, athlete, has been 
given a screen test by Paramount. 
He holds the world’s record for the 
shot putt. 
Wanted for ‘Sign of the 
and not for tossing. 


Cross’ 
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ONLY 11 SURE 








Hays Ponders Suspension and Fine 





System to Curb Unruly Employes 


Establishment of a court martial, 
or a penalty system, wherein offend- 
ing employees within the industry, 
especially publicity men, could be 
officially called to account and 
meted out punishment, is being con- 
sidered by the Hays Organization. 
It’s really another move toward 
copying the manner in which or- 
ganized haseball conducts itself. 

Discipline would be scaled so that 
a first offender would be given a 
‘caution.’ Repetition of the viola- 
tion, however, would entail suspen- 
sion from his job for a designated 
period without pay. Upon being re- 
instated another violation would 
mean a payless vacation of from 
three to six months. Loss of a 
job with little chance of re-engage- 
ment by the major firms would be 
the extreme ruling. 


Follows Attacks 

This move, the most drastic of 
its kind ever considered within the 
picture industry, was precipitated 
after a series of outside attacks on 
picture advertising. Part of it was 
that the editor of the ‘Catholic 
World,’ in rejecting an invitation 
to address the Motion Picture Club 
in New York, incorporated in his 
letter clippings of an ad gotten out 
by one of the big film companies. 
Just prior to this the ‘Literary Di- 
gest’ lifted the copy of another com- 
pany and reproduced it as the 
eenter piece of an editorial on pic- 
ture advertising. 

Although the Hays office put into 
effect a code on advertising 2 year 
ago, it was said last week that 
some step for rigorous enforcement 
is evidently imoverative. 

Repeated threats to carry the 
eomplaints to heads of companies 
are being made and occasionally are 
carried out. But this, it is be- 
lieved, is no‘ as effective as would 
be a neutral committee passing on 
eopy considered questionable. 


FATTY WANTED 
FOR SCREEN 
COMEBACK 





Deals are currently on with War- 
ner Bros. and Columbia for the re- 
turn of Roscoe ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle to 
the screen after a 10 years’ absence. 
Each company wants Arbuckle, if 
terms can be arranged, to write, act 
and direct a series of 12 two-reelers. 

The Warner offer is being handled 
by Leo Morrison from the Holly- 
wood end, while with Columbia 
dealing is through Morrison’s New 
York office. Meanwhile, both pro- 
ducer-distributors are checking 
audience reaction and business on 
vaude dates now being played by 
Arbuckle. 

The vaude tour was arranged by 
Morrison for Arbuckle basically 
with a view to priming his return 
te the screen as a comedian. Seven 
weeks for RKO and Fox have al- 
ready been played. Seven more, all 
for RKO, are set at $1,500. 

Arbuckle, since he was ruled off 
the screen, has directed comedy 
shorts under the name of William 
Goodrich. 


PUTNAM, PUBLISHER, TO 
HEAD PAR’S STORY D’PT. 


George Palmer Putnam, head of 








the publishing house bearing his 
name, is reported set with Par- 
amount to head that company’s 


story department, 
Putnam is now in Europe with his 


wife, Amelia Earhart, who recently | 
Contract is sup- | 


flew the Atlantic. 
posed to be in force when he 
turns with Par having closed nego- 
tions before he sailed. 


re- 


. 


TSK, TSK 


Hays Office Amazed at Foy’s In- 
tended Garbo Satire 





Hollywood, June 6. 
Attempt of Bryan Foy to make a 
picture kidding Garbo ran into a 
stone wall composed of the Hays 


office and Metro. Both said ‘No’ 
so loud the picture is off. 
Foy, after testing several Garbo 


ringers, was set on Betty Stockton 
to play it. 


Fox Films Not 
Affected in Fox 
Met's Recvrship 





Irving Trust Co. has been ap- 
pointed equity receiver for the Fox 
Metropolitan Playhouses, Inc., on a 
petition filed on behalf of Henry 
Spitz, noteholder-of Paterson, N. J. 
The Spitz suit followed on the ap- 
parent default of the $13,000,000 
6%% convertible gold note issue 
which was due May 1. This issue 
was underwritten by Halsey-Stuart 
in 1929. 

The receivership is stated to have 
no bearing on the status of the 
Skouras brothers’ ownership of cer- 
tain of these New York houses nor 
on the Rinzler & Frisch holdings of 
certain of the Brooklyn and Long 
Island theatres Zormerly of the Fox 
Met group. Skouras operates the 
upstate and metropolitan New York 
spots. 

There is some talk of the note- 
holders organizing to bring about a 
*oreclosure on the Fox Met outfit 
but insiders look upon such a move 
as unlikely. ‘ 

The receivership, however, in- 
dicates that the outfit will sever 
connection with Si Fabian, who held 
a post at around $1,500 weekly as 
advisor to the Fox Met trustees \“ho 
formerly controlled. The trustees 
were a group of five or six banker 
reps. A. J. Schlosser, v. p. and 
treasurer of the outfit at $15,000 an- 
nually may also be out. 

No Effect on Fox Films 

Under the trusteeship, the 
Fabian-Schlosser combo supervised 
the collection of rentals from 
Skouras and -he Rinzler & Frish 
groups. Fox Metropolitan, of itself, 
has been a non-operating theatre 
organization, since the sale of the 
theatres to the rresent Skouras and 
R. & G. groups. 

Receivership of Fox Metropolitan 
has no effect or connection with Fox 
Films or any of the other Fox 
groups, all or mostly having been 
separated from official operating 
connection with Fox Films. 

The Fox Met receivership, how- 
ever, is another in a long series of 
such actions that have fallen upon 
several of the formerly William Fox 
controlled properties. 
are the de luxers in Detroit and St. 
Louis, also the Roxy, New York. 

General Theatres Corp., holding 
company of all, including Fox Films 
and these former properties of Fox, 
is now in the process of reorganiza- 
tion with those interested speedily 
arranging the affairs of that com- 
| pany. 

In the meantime, 
suit is also pending 


a receivership 
against Fox 


of both Fox Met and Fox 
Films, but no longer such as con- 
cerns the latter. Fox Films func- 
tions today indepently of all 


pany 





Laemmles Move West 


Carl Laemmle, Jr., left New York 
Sunday (5) for the Coast studio. 

Senior Laemmile is expected to 
leave Johns Hopkins, Baltimore, 
|next Monday (13) and return to 
| California. 
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Among these | 


Theatres, formerly the parent com- | 
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FEW CERTAIN T0 
TILT GROSS 25% 


Other ‘B’-Grade Stars De- 
pendent on Story Material 
—Even Circumscribed 
Group Must Have Good 
Script Support — Gaynor- 
Farrell and Four Marx 
Bros. Group Satellites 





2 SILENT HOLDOVERS 


The number of stars who are 
consistent boxoffice regardless of 
stories can be counted on two 
hands. A check with theatre operat- 
ing departments and film buying 
sources reveals a total of only 11 
whose draw maintains an average 


of 25% or more above the house 
average. 
Falling into this circumscribed 


major star group is one team and 
a quartet, Gaynor-Farrell and the 
Four Marx  Bros.,_ respectively. 
Otherwise the personality draws are 
singletons, including Harold Lloyd 
who up to now had made only one 
a year, and Charlie Chaplin who 
has done only ‘City Lights’ in the 
past five years. 


The balance of the film firma- 
ment’s constellation rates as B stars 
who must have stories to pull any- 
where near 25% over and above 
house averages. This includes a 
number of stars who carried over 
from the silent era, plus an approx- 
imate equal number that have found 
their way to the screen since talk- 
ers, 


‘After you get away from the A 
star group, they’re just pictures,’ 
states one high film-buying author- 
ity. 

The 11 major stars, drawing con- 
sistently, are picked for that rating 
by the theatres due to their national 
appeal, certain stars being exeluded 
who are away out front in one or 
two localities on the strength of 
their names, but mean nothing 
when the country is taken as a 
whole. 

Multi-Star Need 


Theatre men point to recent dou- 
bling up of lesser stars as an at- 
tempt to aid their draw individ- 
ually, 

Just as poor stories have kept 
numerous B stars from developing 
as A potentialities during recent 
years, so do poor stories have their 
effect on the high drawing power 
maintained by the superior 11. 
Records show that while a poor 
story headed by one of this group 
may do the same level of business 
as its predecessors, the next pic- 
ture, whether good or bad, suffers 
from the story disappointment. 

Three in a row, tradition holds, 





will break any star. By the same 
figuring, several good pictures in a 
row are virtually needed to develop 
a star nationally. The lack of 
strong story material for the po- 
tentials, plus the shortage of money 
to build them up big, is holding} 
down the hopefuls who may 





have | 
|the makings but not the stories to| 


jland them in the A group. 


Story Importance 
While the 11 big draws still main- 
tain their lead on business, late de- 
velopments indicate that more than 
ever it is becoming necessary to 
closely safeguard these stars 
through strong story material. After 
a bad one, this difference has. be- 
come noticeable through reflection 
in business-on the star’s next pic- 
ture, even if a good one, public ap- 
parently becoming a little more 
fickle than in the past. 
| The Publix system of reports} 
from house ushers, who weekly turn | 
in remarks they overhear from pa- 
trons, bears out a slip in fan loyalty 
whenever poor stories occur. 
Grosses over and above the house 
averages by a 25% margin or more 
by the 11 stars named, and the pic- 
tures of strong story or 
appeal, make it apparent in 


spectacle 


many 
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Hwood Will Become Acquainted 
With Depresh When a 25% ‘Must’ 
Cut Goes Into Effect This Summer 





That ‘Lifetime’ 


Hollywood, June 6. 


Script for Universal's ‘Once 
in Lifetime’ has been turned 
in » the front office. 

It’s 257 pages. 











WB Studio Idle 
1 Month; Early 
Trade Showings 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Warners is going to throw its 
Burbank plant into neutral July 1 
for a four-weeks’ layoff. Decision 
was reached last week. 

With the studio having around 
15, or more, pictures completed for 
the new program, the idle period 
merely means the putting over of 
production on two pictures to Au- 
gust. This twosome was listed for 
work in July, but now boosts the 
August working list to seven in- 
stead of five. One of the postponed 
pictures is the Paul Muni film. 

The four weeks layoff will not 
affect studio executives, it is be- 
lieved. They will continue whip- 
ping stories into shape for the 
cameras, Technical crews, however, 
will have a month in which to 
wonder about it all. 





Warner's commences national 
trade shows August 1 for all key 
spots as a result of having so many 
pictures completed for fall release. 
About a third of the films now 
ready will be screened. 

Warner Brothers Monday (6) 
opened the first of four zone sales 
conventions in New York City. 

Others will be held in Chicago, 
Los Angeles and New Orleans. All 
are scheduled to be completed with- 
in the next two weeks. 

WB will release around 60 fea- 
tures and 133 Vitaphone shorts for 
the new season. Some 17, or 
around 25% of the feature product, 
is to be turned loose by Jan. 1. 
Firm is the only company with 
definite release dates at this time. 

The shorts’ schedule includes 91 
one-reelers and 42 two-reelers, of 
which 70 are musicals and 16 two- 
reel comedies. 


Los Angeles, June 6. 
Western division meeting of the 
Warner sales staff takes place June 
20-21 at the Ambassador hotel. 
New York delegation, headed by 
Major Albert Warner, includes 
Jradwell Sears, Charles’ Einfeld 
and Norman Moray. Einfeld will 
reach here by way of New Orleans 
and southwest stopovers. 


Fox Execs West 


Sidney R. Kent, Winnie Sheehan 
and Sol Wurtzel will probably leave 
in a party, Thursday (9), for the 
Coast. 

Original plans were for Sheehan 
and Wurtzel to leave tomorrow 
(Wednesday). 


VEREE’S VERY NICE BREAK 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Veree Teasdale, at Metro for one 
picture has been given a term con- 
tract, 

Legit actress walked out on Lew 
Leslie’s Chicago revue when offered 
a screen opportunity. 
ircles that cutting admission prices | 
is not the solution. 

These pictures draw regardless | 
of the price scale, while the others 
do not attract cven if the tariff 
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the 
Hollywood will probably become ace 
Ma- 
jor producers are set to slash 25% 
off Hollywood costs 


During next two months 


quainted with the depression. 


as a whole. A 


check-up by the home offices re- 
veals that the Coast's costs today 
are only 10° under what they were 
two years ago. 


Presence of certain production 
heads in New York during the past 


few weeks is understood to have 


been largely for pruning instruc- 
tions. One of these heads last 
admitted that Hollywood 
started to cut compared to 
is going to happen with 
of hot weather. 

The procedure is to have fewer 
people on smaller salaries putting 
in longer hours. 


week 
hadn't 
what 
the start 


Largest savings, 
hoped to be realized in more care- 
ful planning of production sched- 
ules and a better selection of stories. 

Schulberg OK’s Star Pools 

Speaking for Paramount, B. P. 
Schulberg voiced approval of the 
associate producer system but op- 
posed the policy of farming out 
pictures to indepencent producers. 
In Schulberg’s estimation produc- 
tion should be centered under one 
roof with a central governing point. 


however, are 


He expressed the belief, however, 
that associate producers should be 
in full cor;:mand of their production 
unit and free from internal obstruc< 
tions once they have proven their 
ability. 

The star pooling system was held 
up by Schulberg as one of the 
smartest moves Hollywood has 
made. He declared that it did not 
involve anything of a complicated 
nature and that the producers are 
willing to exchanve stars on a ‘give 
and take’ basis so far as any incon- 
venience is concerned. This means, 
he pointed out, that when a com- 
pany borrows a star it will get the 
star on the date promised, regard- 
less of any changes in the schedule 
of the company holding the con- 
tr..ct. 


That the interchange of stars will 
not standardize rentals is pointed 
out by Haysites. They express the 
belief, however, that the pool will 
increase the popularity of the per- 
centage method of sales and confine 
flat rentals to the smallest of the 
subsequent runs. 


While the pocl ends competition 
for names and shelves for all time 
chances of repetition of star raid- 
ing, Haysites point out that it stim- 
ucates rivalry in other directions. 
The story department and direction 
will in the main, it is stated, deter- 
rine a picture’s value under the 
new set-up. 

Star borrowing, also, is not ex- 
pected to b? done on a large scale 
nd only for excentional produc- 
tions due to the wide difference in 
star costs. 


ARTHUR MAY TAKE OVER 
D PAR THEATRES IN NE. 


soston, June 6. 
Paramount is negotiating with 
Harry Arthur of Arthur Theatres 
Corp. whereby the latter may take 





over operation of some five Par 
houses in New England in four 
towns where the Arthur operating 
concern is also operating the Poll 
chain. It's pooling ow another 
order. 

The towns concerned are Springe- 
field, Wor ster, Hartford and New 
| Haven, one Par house in each exe 
cept Springheid where t ire 
two Par hous 
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Academy Offers Substitute 
Clauses for Producers Pact: 





1st Runs on Broadway 





(Subject to Change) 





Week June 10 





Trouble Hinted If It's Snubbed 








Hollywood, June 6. 


Academy committee, working on 
the recently created 
agreement, has submitted a draft of 
that 


was too 


producers’ 


its substitute pact, claiming 


the producers’ covenant 
one sided and ignored the employee. 

Upheaval in Academy ranks is 
expected if the producers do not ac- 
cept the agreement in its new dress: 

In its report, committee recom- 
mends compulsory arbitration of all 
differences between studios and em- 
ployees and states that were such 


Von Sternberg- 
trouble, 


Warner-Cagney or 
Dietrich-Paramount 

Present agreement would remedy | 
only a few abuses in the ewan) 


report says, and these between 
producers but not between produc- 
ers and employees, Equally as| 
potent evils, it is stated, are 


neglected. 

In another column is shown an 
analysis of the clauses in the pres- 
ent. agreement as compared with 
suggestions by the Academy com- 
mittee. 

Committee comprises five mem- 
bers, one from each Academy group, 





in effect there would have been no 


including the producers. 





Academy's Pact Changes 


Producers’ Agreement 
Is between produ ing companies 
only. 


Includes practically all studio em- 
ployees. 


Original employers notified of all 
offers made, or proposed to be made, 
to employee. 


Contains no assurance that em- 
ployee will be notified of proposed 
o“er or offers. 


If original employer meets or bet- 
ters competitive offer, he keeps the 
employee, providing the latter con- 
sents. 


Closed season on negotiations until 
30 days before the expiration of the 
contract. 


Administration exclusively a pro- 
ducer matter. 


Compulsory arbitration and disci- 
plinary measures bind producers 
only. 


Academy Agreement 
All branches participate. 


Limited to employees with contracts 
of one year or more, 


Notification to employer a privilege, 
which he obtains only by having 
made an offer equal to or better 
than the expiring contract. . 


Employee is made a _ responsible 
party and is obligated to notify his 
present employer, regardless of the 
employer’s obligations, but em- 
ployee only obligated to notify pres- 
ent employer of offers he is in- 
terested in and may accept. Thus 
giving original employer the oppor- 
tunity of meeting competitive offers. 


Original employer is entitled to 
notification and to seven days’ grace, 
to make alternative offer. Employee 
may then accept either offer or 
none. 


No change except within the first 
10 days of the 30-day period. The 
employer must make a new offer if 
he wishes -to be notified of com- 
petitive. proposals, 


Administered and enforced by all 
branches of the Academy. 


Each branch disciplines its own 
members or non-members of the 
same craft for breach of pact. Com- 
pulsory arbitration in Academy for 
employer and employee disputes. 
Controversies involving producers 





settled by compulsory arbitration 
within Producers’ branch of the 
Academy. 





FILM EXPRESSAGE CUT | 
WILL BE GREAT SAVING 


First national slash in railroad 
express rates for transporting film 


will be announced by the Railway 
Express Agency within the next two 
weeks. Rates, it is reported, will be 
cut 35%, which will virtually under- 
sell truck and parcel post charges. 
This means that the railroads, which 
have been averaging only 25% of 
film transportation business, stand 
to become the leading medium, it is 
pointed out by film authorities who 
have worked for the reduction. 

Yearly hauling costs for exchanges 
is approximated at $7,800,000. This 
is figured on the basis of 200,000 de- 
liveries to exchanges weekly at an 
average cost of 75c. per delivery. 

Under the existing rates, truck 
haulage, which is lowest, gets 100,- 
000 shipments; parcel post about 
20,000, and the remainder by rail- 
road express. 

In the ‘separate ratings railroads 
are highest with an average of $1 
per shipment. The cut, it is de- 
clared, will bring this rate down to 
about 65c, or below the ratio reached 
by the other two methods of ex- 
pressage. 








MRS. BOLITHO AS SCOUT 
Hollywood, June 6. 


Mrs. William Bolitho, widow of 


the English writer, appointed roam- | 


ing player and writer scout by 
Radio. She will work throughout 
Europe. 

Katherine Brown, now eastbound, 
will sail shortly to confer with Mrs. 
Bolitho in London. 








Par’s ‘Make Me a Star’ 
Has Studio’s Star List 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Paramount plans to capitalize on 
the employment of practically its 
entire roster of stars and featured 
players in atmosphere scenes for 
‘Make Me a Star,’ originally in- 
tended for Stuart Erwin’s initial 
starring picture. 


When -the picture is released its 
large cast of well known players 
will be emphasized in the billing 
similar to that now being employed 
in the current showing of ‘Grand 
Hotel.’ 





LeMaire Home-Bound 


Rufus LeMaire, WB’s studio cast- 
ing director, left Saturday (4) for 
Hollywood after a hurried o.o. of 
Broadway talent. Maxwell Arnow, 
his eastern rep, will send on data 
on some 20 legit people. LeMaire 
will then instruct WB east to make 
tests of those desired. 

Players concerned are all legits, it 
being the WB policy to develop new 
talent from the Broadway end and 
to buy people cheaper than can be 
done on the Coast. 





| Menjou’s ‘Dick’ Series 
Hollywood, June 6. 
Columbia has Adolph Menjou 
under contract. He will do the 
| Thatcher Colt role in its detective 
|series. First will be ‘Murder of 
the Night Club Lady.’ Goes into 
work next week. 
Paramount is trying to obtain 
Mienjou for ‘Farewell to Arms.’ 





Paramount—‘Merrily We Go 
To Hell’ (Par). 

Roxy—‘Society Girl (Fox). 

Capitol—‘As You Desire Me’ 


(Metro) (2nd week). 
Rivoli—-‘Doomed Battalion’ 
(U) (11). 
Strand—‘Love Is A Racket’ 
(WB). 


Mayfair—Is My Face Red?’ 
(Radio). 

Rialto—‘Scarface’ 
week). 

Winter Garden—‘Dark Horse’ 
(FN) (8). 


{UA) (4th 





Week June 17. 


Paramount—‘Thunder Below’ 
(Par). 

Capitol — ‘Huddle’ 
(16). 

Rivoli—‘Doomed Battalion’ 


(Metro) 


(U) (2nd week). 

Strand—‘Winner Take All’ 
(WB). 

Mayfair—‘Bring ‘Em Back 
Alive’ (Radio). 

Winter Garden—‘Dark Horse’ 
(FN). 


Rialto—‘Scarface’ (UA) (5th 
week). 





$2 Pictures 


‘Grand Hotel’ (Metro) (As- 
tor) (9th week). 


Can. Newsreels 
Must Have 25%, 


Canadian News 














Toronto, June 6. 
Effective June 18, notification will 
go forward to all exchanges that 
newsreel issues not containing 25% 
of Canadian news events will be 
condemned. Order is from Major 
J. C. Boylen, head of the Ontario 
Censor Board, and will be rigidly 

enforced throughout the province. 
Other provinces are expected to 
immediately swing into line as they 
have done.in the past when On- 
tario board passed similar rulings. 
Newsreel issues by at least three 
of the major companies have volun- 


tarily met this standard during the 
past few months, but two others 


Canadian newrseel clips and will be 
hit. 

Ruling has it that not more than 
50% of Canadian newsreel issue 
must be American events. Now it’s 
definitely 25% Canadian, with the 
other 75% to be made up of Ameri- 
can, British and world news, with 
American not getting more than 
50% of the whole. 


M-G’s ‘Hotel’ Burlesque 


; Hollywood, June 6. 
Burlesque of ‘Grand Hotel’ will be 
made by Metro when the picture has 
played itself out. It will be feature 
length, 
Writers now working on the 
story. 











L. A. to N. Y. 


Mr. and Mrs. Lionel Atwill. 
Bela Blau. 

Herbert Brenon. 

Romney Brent. 

George Brown. 

Katharine Brown. 

Harry Cohn. 

Henry Ginsberg. 

E. H. Griffith. 

Horace Jackson, 

Henry Myers. 

Zion Myers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Purnell Pratt. 
Leah Salisbury. 

Sam Sax. 

Rufus King. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


John C. Flinn. 

Carl Laemmle, Jr. 

Rufus Le Maire. 

George Raft. 

Tammany Young. 

M. H. Aylesworth. 

Irving Lande. 

‘Whistling in the Dark’ Co. 





i}mount for loan of 


| 


have not been filming or buying | 


weekly “Variety.” 


department. 


=, 


| ~ Hollywood 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regulas 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary). 





Oakie for ‘Lifetime’ 
Universal dickering with Para- 
Jack Oakie for 
‘Once in a Lifetime.” Aileen Mac- 
Mahon, Russell Hopton, Sidney Foxe 
and Zasu Pitts also considered. 





Charles Butterworth en route east 
through the Panama Canal. 
‘Washington’ Mixups 
M-G-M_ has stolen march on Co- 
lumbia’s ‘Washington Merry-Go- 
Round’ by changing title of ‘The 
Claw’ to ‘Washington Whirpool.’ 

B. & C.’s Double Rehearsals 
‘Reunion in Vienna’ will be pro- 
duced by Belasco & Curran,.simul- 
taneously with the musical, ‘Cat and 
Fiddle. Former will open in San 
Francisco, latter in Los Angeles. 
Then houses will swap shows. 





Ford’s One-Man Boom 
John Ford completes his current 
Universal film and then goes to Fox 
and Metro for one each. Metro pic- 
ture will be ‘Bridge vs. Bridge,’ 
starring Helen Hayes. 


Schneider Surveys WB 
William Schneider, H. M. War- 
ner’s financial advisor, here confer- 
ring with studio exécs and making 
a survey. Remains for the L. A. re- 
gional sales meet at the Ambassa- 
dor. 


Fairbanks on NBC 
NBC’s answer to the recent CBS 
film-star plug for the Olympic 
Games will be a world-wide broad- 
cast headed by Mary Pickford and 
Douglas. Fairbanks if present nego- 
tiations go through. 


Radio’s Two Eds 
Renewing: Harold N. Swanson’s 
contract as story. editor, Radio will 
use him to gcout published material, 
while Kenneth MacGowan, other 
story ed, is concentrating on play 
sources. Swanson resigned editor- 
ship of ‘College Humor.’ 





Production Rush 

Heaviest production in a year for 
the big lots during the next two 
months, with all but one major com- 
pany behind schedule and exchanges 
starving for pictures, Metro recov- 
ered from its lull and now has seven 
in work, five about to start, and a 
story rush on. Radio has five shoot- 
ing. Paramount will do six this 
month, and a like number in July. 





Ruggles-Jordan Borrowed 
Charles R. Rogers borrowed Dor- 
othy Jordan from Metro and Charles 
Ruggles from Paramount for ‘70,000 
Witnesses.’ Starts June 13. 


Raft Flies for Retakes 
‘Mme. Racketeer’ back on the 
Paramount production sheet for re- 
takes, with writers working out new 
sequences. George Raft recalled by 
plane from his New York personals 
to resume his part. 





‘Or Else’ Moreno 
Antonio Moreno back after direct- 
ing two Spanish features in Mexico 
City. If no cannections within 
three weeks, he goes back to Mexico. 


Cafe Relights 

| Pyramid Cafe relights after nine 
| dark days with ‘Lucky Day,’ colored 
musical, as a floor show on June 9. 





Stallings’ Yarn 
Laurence Stallings writing a Mex- 
ican-background original for Ramon 
Novarro at Metro, 





Three optioned ingenues at Radio 
are Rochelle Hudson, Julie Haydon 
and Harriet Hagman. 


Mae Murray Replaced 
Jack Holland and June Knight 
closed at the Frolics club Wednes- 
day (1) and hopped by plane to 
Portland to start 40 Fafichon & 
Marco weeks. Dancers replace Mae 
Murray in ‘Parisian.’ 





Le Baron’s ‘Song’ 
William Le Baron’s first assign- 
ment as Paramount associate pro- 
ducer is ‘Song of Songs.’ 


‘U-Boat’ for Vidor 
King Vidor gets direction of ‘U- 
| Boat,’ Ronald Colman’s next for UA. 
‘Cynara’ pushed back again. 





‘Footlights’ Film Name 
Gerhold Davis dickering for a 
male picture name for ‘Footlights.’ 
Musical supposed to go into re- 
hearsal at the Mayan this week, di- 
|'rection Gus Glassmire, 
West for ‘West Pointer’ 
Schyler Grey reached the Coast to 
put finishing touches on Para- 
mount’s ‘West Pointer’ script. 
Horkheimer In Again 
H. M. Horkheimer only indie pro- 
ducer at the old Pathe lot who pro- 
poses to look for a release while 
making his first production. His 





first three are ‘I Shot My Husband,’ 
‘Confusion’ and ‘Identification,’ 


Kana Foreign Head 
George Kann has been given full 
charge. of Metro’s foreign version 
department. Fred Pelton will ‘be 
transferred elsewhere in the studio, 





Parrott at Roach Again 
After three months off the Roach 
payroll, James Parrott returns to 
direct the first of the Charles Chase 
two-reelers, beginning in three 
weeks. 





Anita Page, set for ‘Skyscraper 
Souls’ at Metro, gets billing below 
Maureen O'Sullivan, lead. 





Johnston «zt Fox 
Julian Johnston goes to Fox as 
editorial’ supervisor. Had similar 
job at Par. 





Ayres as Winchell Sub 
Instead of scrapping ‘Okay Amer«< 
ica,’ story that cost $15,000 and ing 
tended for’ Walter Winchell, Uni-« 
versal is prepping a treatment for 

Lew Ayres and Sidney Foxe. 





Bobbie Meredith’s story, ‘Alimony’ 
Jail,’ bought by Radio. 








Foy’s ‘Ballyhoo’ 
‘Hollywood Ballyhoo,’ story of ‘a 
p.a. who builds a window washer 
to stardcm, first Bryan Fox film 
for World Wide. 





No Pie for Lombardo 
Inability of Guy Lombardo’s band 
to set back previously booked mid- 
dle western time forces them out 
of Paramount’s ‘Big Broadcast.’ 
Studio orchestra replacing. 





Doug. MacLean Unloading 
Douglas MacLean peddling all his 
silent scripts with Sam Goldwyn 
interested in ‘23 Hours Leave’ as 
an Eddie Cantor musical . 





Metro’s New Invincibles 
Two voice doubles from Paris ar« 
rived at the Metro studio are Paule 
Marsa for Marie Dressler, and 
Madelon Violar for Norma Shearer. 
Both from French legit. j 





Sheehan On ‘Cavalcade’ 
‘Cavalcade’ will be the first pic- 
ttre put into work by Winfield 
Sheehan after his return. , 





Settles with Compson 
Edward Brand is dismissing his 
$10,000 suit against Betty Compson 
for counsel fee. Settlement was ar 
ranged out of court. , 


Another Standard Claim 
Another claim for owners of 
Standard Sound System property to 
pay is $3,583 by Ray A. Myers, cone ’* 
tractor. 


Stahl On ‘Yesterday’ 

John Stahl will direct ‘Only Yes 

terday,’ U's ‘Cavalcade’ type. pice 

ture which Gladys Lehman is 
scripting. 








W.B. Meg Jobs 
William Wellman, loaned to Rae 
dio by Warners, next direct an une 
titled adventure on the home lot. 
Mervyn LeRoy leaves W.B. for one 
at Radio then returns to do ‘Cen- 
tral Park.’ d 





Morrison Ties Tracy 
Spencer Tracy’s Fox salary for 
past 10 days was tied up by Leo 
Morrison to cover $1,500 commis- 
sion for which he is suing. Claims 
Tracy hasn’t paid 10% on his $1,000 
a week since Jan. 16. 





Del Andrews now supervising the 
Tom Keene westerns at Radio. 





Edward T. Loew, Jr., doing an 
original for Franklin-Stonér, who 
are still looking for a release for 
their ‘Phantom Express.’ 





Contracts 

Cc. C..Burr contracted Christy 
Cabanne, Elmer Clifton and Louis 
King to direct three indies each. 
Jacquie Lyn, 3-year-old, given an 
‘Our Gang’ contract following her 
work in the Laurel and Hardy fea- 
ture. Radio took another year’s 
option on Tom Keene’s contract. 


McCrea for ‘Sport Page’ 

Joel McCrea probable lead for 
‘Sport Page,’ original by Jerry Hor- 
win at Radio. Ben Markson and 
Casey Robinson alse working on 
the story with Radio buying Rob- 
inson’s contract from Paramount. 





Dunne’s ‘13’ Worry 
Irene Dunne, cast for ‘13 Women,’ 
is moaning over probable competi- 
tion from the other 12. Radio of- 
ficials promise one of the 13 will 
get a break, and that will be Miss 
Dunne. 





Gahagan’s Empty Victory 
Academy conciliation committee 
decided Radio execs acted unfairly 
in going back on their verbal agree- 
ment to star Helen Gahagan in one 





(Continued on page 25) 
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THEATRE POOLS IN 50 KEYS 








Directors Protest Editi ing 
Of Pictures by $40 Cutters; 


Topnotchers Want Authority 


‘ Hollywood, June 6. 

There are many under-cover pro- 
tests by name directors against the 
studios’ practice of prohibiting a 
director from editing his own pic- 
ture. Cutting is generally being 
entrusted to $40 film cutters work- 
ing under execs who want a finger 
in the pie, although never having 
had directional experience. 

Back of this protest is the re- 
cent agreement that Lewis Mile- 
stone made with Joseph Schenck 
whereby the former has been given 
carte blance on ‘Rain.’ Milestone 
wouldin’t do the picture’ unless 
Schenck agreed that he could live 
with the picture until completed. 


Sternberg Has Way 


Much of the recent scrap between 
Paramount and von Sternberg had 
to do with the cutting issue. Di- 
rector had objected several times in 
the past to exec interference in 
the editing rooms and believed, 
along with other meggers, that the 
director should be boss of the 
editing. 

Von Sternberg won this point 
along with the other issues involved 
on ‘Blonde Venus’ and will be head 
man until the finished picture is 
finally turned over to the studio. 


LeRoy’s Views 


Director attitude is expressed by 
Mervyn LeRoy. Latter recently 
won a point from Warners whereby 
he is left alone until the first cut 
of his picture is made. Picture is 
then shown and changes are made 
at the brass hats’ discretion. 

‘It should go further than this,’ 
says LeRoy. ‘The director should 
at least be allowed to edit his own 
stuff until the first preview. Why 
pay a man big money, entrust him 
with a production up to several 
hundred thousand dollars and not 
let him interpret his script as he 
sees it? That’s what he is paid for.’ 

LeRoy’s viewpoint is that au- 
diences should be the judge on all 
disputed points, which should not 
be changed until cash customers 
have been allowed to give a verdict. 


Hays Neutral on Film’s 
Anti-Volstead Stance 


Hays Organization, as a _ body, 
will not officially approve or dis- 
approve prohibition. If certain film 
interests want to make anti-pro- 
hibition trailers, and if certain ex- 
hibitors want to project them it’s 
a matter of individual judgment as 
far as the Hays office is concerned. 

Orgarizing of a film committee 
of the League for the Modification 
of the Volstead Act prompted the 
Hays body, Monday (16), to em- 
phasize its neutrality. 

Those on the film unit, headed by 
Julius Singer of Universal, include: 
Morton Van Praag, National Screen 
Service; Samuel Liggett, Columbia; 
George Morris, Motion Picture Club; 
Mark Leuscher, Radio Keith Or- 








Pheum; Ralph Poucher, Consoli- 
dated Films; Joseph Hirt, Morgan 
Litho. 





Radio’s Reissues 


Los Angeles, June 6, 

Radio intends reissuing ‘Cim- 
marron’ and ‘Rio Rita’ with new 
Prints and campaigns on both pic- 
tures. 

New York office withdrew both 
pictures from circulation first of 
the year, although both are still 
in demand among small houses, 





Dialoging ‘Kid’ 
Hollywood, June 6. 

William Anthony McGuire has 
been engaged by Samuel Goldwyn 
to dialog ‘Kid from Spain,’ the Can- 
tor picture. 

Frances Marion, borrowed from 
Mary Pickford and reported on this 
assignment, is dialoging ‘Cynara,’ 
the Ronald Colman picture, 








Pitt Burnups 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 

A couple of local and rival 
theatre managers always rib 
each other via telegraph when- 
ever one or the other goes 
away. Not so long ago one left 
and the next day he received 
a wire reading: 


‘Come home at once. Your 
doorman arrested for va- 
grancy.’ 











Senate May Next 
Call Fox Execs 
In Stock Probe 


Washington, June 6. 

Several former and present ex- 
ecutives of Fox Films are expected 
to be called to testify before the 
U. S. Senate Committee which is 
investigating the N. Y. Stock Ex- 
change. Matter of the refinancing 
of the Fox company, includ’ng that 
of General Theatres, is looked to 
come up before the committee 
around June 10. 

It is reported that copies of Chase 
Securities files, relating to the Fox 
refinancing, have been in the hands 
of Senator Carter Glass of the com- 
mittee for some five weeks. 

Recently Harry M. Warner testi- 
fied before the committee in con- 
nection with Warner stock transac- 
tions. 


MUTUAL DISLIKE KILLS 
BRENON’S JOB AT COL. 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Ditching story conference and 
bickering over who skould pay his 
salary, Columbia or Radio, finally 
let Herbert Brenon out of Columbia, 
and the studio is now seeking an- 
other director for ‘Bitter Tea of 
General Yen.’ Brenon, who had 
been loaned by Radio to Columbia, 
is leaving this week for New York 
and England. He owns property in 
Britain. 

Col .bia didn’t like Bre sn be- 
cause he set dates for story confer- 
erences and then didn’t show. 
Brenon didn't like Col because he 
wanted the studio to pay him his 
salary direct instead of to Radio. 


Cooper-Butcher Up 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Merion C. Cooper has been made 
executive assistant to Dave Selz- 
nick at Radio. He will take charge 
of all financial and other business 
matters, but will also continue to 
act as supervisor on pictures. 

This is a spot Selznick has been 
trying to fill for some time. He 
wants to be relieved of business 
duties in order to concentrate on 
production. 

Pandro Berman continues to hold 
the production assistant title, and 
Charles Sullivan remains business 
assistant handling contracts and 
inter-studio deals. 

E. W. Butcher succeeds Val Paul 
as general studio manager at Radio. 

Butcher was formerly in the same 
spot at Fox. ; 

















Lin Bonner’s Idea 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Lin Bonner, 
Thomas in Warner publicity de- 
partment, has resigned to attempt 
opening a picture news syndicate in 
New York. 


assistant to George (gz 


FILM SHORTAGE 
CHIEF REASON 


Advantages — Price-Cut- 
ting a Problem — Also 
Proposition of Disclosing 
Competitive Operations 





20 IN JUNE ONLY 





Approximately 50 cities in the 
U. S. are figured to witness theatre 
pooling and closing activities as the 
industry’s principal means of com- 
batting the boxoffice crisis this 
summer. The pool epidemic is get- 
ting its strongest impetus through 
shortage of product which is being 
materially manifested this month. 

Instead of 30 features, which the 
big circuit bookers deem necessary 
to feed all of the individual first 
runs in competitive key spots, the 
major 


The theatre pool plan, generally 
approved by the circuits, is de- 
scribed as strictly an emergency 
measure. Many of the deals now 
in process of regotiation are for 
as short a period as three months. 

To keer up the morale of the in- 
dividual personnels included, and 
scheduled to figure, in the pools, the 
agreement calls for strict boxoffice 
independence. Virtually all of the 
deajJs, however, are conceded to 
make all circuits involved share 
whatever profits or losses the com- 
bination may realize during its ex- 
istence, 

Pools including practically all cir- 
cuit houses, such as in Memphis, 
are getting little consideration from 
circuit men. Memphis, they hold, 
presents a situation comparatively 
unique to that of any other city in 
the country. 


Emergency Summer Meas- | 
ure—Pros and Cons on) 


ajor companies combined are re- 
leasing a total of only 20 during 
June, 5 





Stock Market Hesitates; Seems 
Tired After Three-Day Upturn: 








+ - 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chge. 
200 Con. F. oe 4, 4% 4'5 
2,200 Eactman K.. 435% 41% 42% —1% 
1,200 FOS FW. cccsee 1% 1% 1%+% 
100 Gen. Thea... 14 A My 
SOOO EMOW: oc ccies 17% 16% 16% — 5& 
300 do pf...... 3% 49% 50% +4% 
100 Orpheum pf... 5 5 5 
5,300 Par. P.....e. 2% 2 2,— & 
100 Pathe ..e.ee 1p lg 16 
C.OUO RCA. ccoscces 4% 3% 4-¥% 
SOB REO .cccces 2% 2% 2% 
Been Wa Bowssenvsee 1 % 1+% 
BONDS 
62.000 Gen. Thea... 2% 2 2% 
1,000 Keith ....... 25 25 25 
6,000 Loew ....... 71 jl 71 «+1 
5,000 Par. F. L.... 21 20 20 +1% 
SOO Fae,  Pircsse 18 15% 15% —2% 
26,000 W. Beseseces 1i% 11% 11% 
CURB 
300 Fox Thea.... a % %+% 
200 Gen. Th. pf.. % M% 











PARS SECRET 
FEATURE? 


Knowledge that Paramount has 
in its newsreel library sufficient 
material to make a complete proc- 
ess feature version of the Lind- 
bergh kidnapping case is causing 
certain of the major companies to 
be skeptical about the industry’s 
no-kidnapping cycle stand. While 
the Paramount home office has been 
foremost in discouraging themes of 
this type, reports of Paramount's 


newsreel activities on the Hopewell 
case are stirring up new interest. 
Representatives for other reels on 








Conserving Product 


Under the present set-up in most 
of the cities averaging a population 
of over 100,000, intense boxoffice 
competition is admitted forcing 
many films beyond their normal 
run life. This condition also re- 
flects another angle hitting the de 
luxers and compelling them to book 
what would ordinarily be consid- 
ered mediocre product just to keep 
the house gpen. 

Theatre pooling also enables the 
industry to classify product with- 
out either of the circuit parties be- 
ing hurt and with houses that are 
darkened under the agreement not 
streaming the red they would out- 
side of a working combination. 
There are, according to a concensus, 
far more good points to the pooling 
plan than otherwise. 

One point against short term 
pools that has been raised, but is 
not being given serious considera- 
tion by operators, is that when the 
circuits return to normal compe- 
tition they have too great an inside 
knowledge of each others weak 
points. This, active theatre men 
hold, can be readily taken care of 
when normal times return. 

Admissions are being given care- 
ful study in the pool plan. Where 
it is felt reduced prices will help 
the gross, prices will be cut. But 
theatre men also know that it is 
easy to reduce but harder to raise 
and that cutting admissions does 
not necessarily obstruct a declining 
gross. 


Academy’s 25% Cut 


Hollywood, June 6. |; 
| The entire Academy staff took a | 
25% salary cut which, with the | 
dropping of Dr. Clinton Wunder -3| 
advisor, saves the organization $15,- 
000 yearly. The Academy has been | 
etting $60,000 annually from the | 
| Producers’ Association. Cut 
| arranged in New York between Will 
Hays and Mike Levee, the Academy 
| president. 











was 


|loan to Columbia. 


the Lindbergh case have reported 
{to their home offices that they were 
at first puzzled by Par’s coverage 
of what newsmen, generally, passed 
up because vhey considered it ir- 
relevant to the news issue. For in- 
stance Par cameramen took silent 
shots of inanimate objects, such as 
houses in the vicinity where there 
was no sign of life in the environ- 
ment. 

Checking later, the other compa- 
nies claim that Par released in its 
regular news editions only a small 
part of what was covered in Hope- 
well. 

With all of this material, Para- 
mount, other companies concede, is 
in the best position to superimpose 
a story against the actual Lind- 
bergh locale. At the same time 
Paramount vehemently asserts it is 
not considering any stories for the 
current season having a kidnapping 
angle. 


SALARY BOOST CLAUSES 
RESULT IN OUTS AT PAR 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Paramount's intention to keep its 
manpower down to a minimum re- 
sulted in some more chopping. Cut 
was chiefly among high priced 
writers and directors, whose con- 
tract options call for salary boosts. 

Chester Morris goes off the talent 
list. His contract was for three 
pictures, two of which he had made 
at Paramount and a third on loan 
to Metro. Rose Alexander, player, 
also is out. 

George Cukor and Irving Cum- 
mings were dropped from the 
megaphone slate. Latter is now on 

tichard Wallace 
go and then de- 











has one more to 
parts. 

Writer outs include 
a veteran of the Paramount scenario 


Amusements Mixed; WB Looks Up 


By AL GREASON 


The stock marke. slowed down 
yesterday (Mon) with prices shad- 
ing their best of the rally by sev- 
eral poifits for the leaders like 
American Can, Telephone and Con- 


solidated Gas Amusement issues 
were mixed. Loew was off frac- 
tionally, while RKO held its own 


and Warner Bros., perked up on the 
news that the Wilmington receiver- 
ship suit had been .dismissed on 
motion of the petitioners. Warner 
went back to its even dollar mark, 
at least getting out of the ‘penny 
stock’ class. 

Paramount moved into a state of 
neglect quoted at 2, down %, ticker 
behavior suggesting that neither 
side cared to co ar.ything with the 
summer just ahead and the stock’s 
market record in the immediate 
past conspiring to discourage an 
aggressive campaign. Stability of 
RKO reflects that it will probably 


*™make e better paper showing dur- 


ing the summer, its six months rent 
having been paid by the last week 
in May, putting the usual summer 
headache in the second quarter in- 
come statement instead of mid- 
summer. 

Day’s volume was around 1,000,- 
000 shares. Ticker lagged all day 
as Wall Street looked to Washing- 
ton for some new incentive for the 
advance, an influence which was 
not forthcoming during trading 
hours. The Senate went into the 
expected wrangle over the revenue 
bill, while the House was occupied 
with its relief measures, in which 
Wall Street affects to see possi- 
bilities of plenty of poison. 

Bonds were off a point or two 
from the opening as last week’s 
buyers sought to realize and 
traders lost some of their enthu- 
siasm over banking aid with the 
bond list up six or eight points. 

Feature of the bonds was sink- 
ing spell in the newer Paramount, 
Off 2% net on volume. 

Laggard 

In the midst of a mild whoopee 
party staged by the stock market 
last week in response to the news 
from Washington and the formation 
of a bankers’ pool in bonds, the 
amusement stocks held back. They 
showed some minor rebound from 
their extreme low prices, but there 
was no disposition to keep abreast 
of the general march of progress. 

Reasor. may be sought in two dli- 
rections. First, the summer is just 
ahead and even the _ stereotyped 
trade information channels report 
that box office is bound to be still 
further depressed for the time be- 
ing and until the autumn revival 
makes its appearance in the cycle 
of the theatre business year. 

Price advance all along the stock 
market line also was a reaction to 
progress in the enactment of a rev- 
enue bill that would balance the 
budget. The House passed the bill 
with minor changes from the con- 
ference committee report a.nd it was 
looked upon as certain that the Sen- 
ate would follow suit after the usual 
ponderous gestures yesterday. The 
bill, of course, was better than the 
uncertainty of a scrambled national 
balance sheet, but some industries 
are pretty hard hit by tax burdens, 

(Continued on page 19) 


Katz Staying On 


Sam Katz will remain on the 
Coast six or eight weeks longer, un- 
der present plans. 

He has taken a house out there 
for balance of his stay. 








“Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 











Grover Jones, | 
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| staff, Nathan Aasch, William Hurl- 
| burt, playwright, and Virginia | 
Kellog. Arthur Kober and Henry 
Myers got the sad news earlier. 


over the summer. From now 


untilLaborDay + + + $150 


Mail remittance with name and 
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Ash Holds Up in L. A. on 2d Wk. 
For $10,500: Garbo Around $26,500; 
Stage Ups ‘Commandments, $12,500 


Los Angeles, June 6. 
With weather rather 
theatres got a better start on the 
current weex than had been con- 


jured for this time of the year, es- 
pecially the week afte a holiday. 
Rain Saturday (4) and threatening 
weather Sunday helped box offices 
considerably. Garbo and ‘Desire 
Me’ at the State is running a bit 
ahead of the Chinese, where ‘Grand 
Hotel’ is in its sixth week. Chinese 
is now giving Will Mahoney heavy 
billing and attributing repeats to 
his draw power. 

Paul Ash, after a good start at 
the RKO and getting house the 
best take it has had in many a 
moon, went into his second stanza 
in tip top form. Orpheum also add- 
ing new life with vaude policy. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50), 
“Grand Hotel’ (M-G) and _ stage 
show (6th week). Drop about 31,500 
below Decoration Day week, which 
hit close to $25,806. 


Downtdwn (WB) (1,800; 25-65), 
"Molly Louvain’ (FN) and vaude. 
Off at $8,100. ‘Rich Are Always 


With Us’ (WB) close to 312,000 last 
week. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75), 
*Tenderfoot’ (FN). Bigger than an- 
ticipated at $15,500, but won't hold. 
Women did not rave over Robinson 
in ‘Two Seconds’ (WB), so it bid 
farewell with $13,600 last week. 

Orpheum (2,270; 35-90), ‘Radio 
Patrol’ and vaude. P‘cture not 
rated of heaviest calibre and despite 
vaude names indicates only $10- 
000, but a profit. ‘Flesh Is Weak’ 
(M-G) plus campaign on new vaude 
policy did trick here last week, get- 
ting an even $12,000, which means 
success. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 10-40-65- 
75), ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and _ stage 
ehow. Not more than $5,500. ‘Scar- 
face’ (UA) disappointing as with 
holiday session did only $7,500. 

Paramount Publix) (3,595; 35-$1), 
Forgotten Commandments’ (Par) 





and stage show. Stage show out- 
standing feature of program and 
may help to around $12,500. ‘Clara 
Dean’ (Par) was no holiday bait as 
take could not make $12,000. 

RKO (2,950; 25-50), ‘Night 
World’ (U) and stage show. Looks 
as though Paul Ash policy is going 
to clich. Lew Ayres picture will 
be just incidental to $10,500. ‘Are 
You Listening’ (M-G) and first 
week of Paul Ash good at $12,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-75), 
‘Desire Me’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Garbo surefire here, around $26,500 
will be no surprise. ‘Feller Needs 
a Friend’ (M-G) had them there 
and $26,000 the answer, 


ELLINGTON’S $20,000 
AMONG CINCY’S OK BIZ 


Cincinnati, June 6. 

Biz is up despite the climbing 
temperature. ‘Scarface’ and ‘As 
You Desire Me’ are the particular 
magnets. 

Duke Ellington is also pepping the 
Albee gate to a very nice $20,000, on 
the final week of RKO vaude into 
this stand, Next week F&M comes 
in. 

Joining the darkened Strand will 
be Keith’s an unrefrigerated house. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3.300; 35-65)— 
‘Strangers of the Evening’ (Tiff) 
and vaude. Duke Ellington and 
band top the stage lineur. This is 
final week for RKO acts, stage fare 
changing to F&M units next week. 
Pulling at a nice $20,000 gait. Last 
week ‘Tenderfoot’ (FN), $17,550, not 
bad, either. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 
You Desire Me’ (M-G). Garbving 
to a corking $11,500, plenty oke. 
Last week ‘Two Seconds’ (FN) $7,- 





30-50. -"“As 


500, so-so. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-50)— 
*Scarface’ (UA). Extra newspaper 
bally of film’s thrilling gangster 


story helping to build to $14,500 
good. Last week ‘Vivienne Ware’ 
(Fox) $13,000, nice. 

Capito! (RKO) (2,200; 30-50)— 
*Society Girl’ (Fox). James Dunn 
bigger-typed than title. Looks like 


$8,000, fair. Last week ‘Huddle’ 
(M-G) $11,500, strong. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,.00; 25-40)— 
"No Greater Love’ (Fox). Closing 


attraction for this unchilled house 
until fall should hit $3,500, fair. 
Last week ‘Wiser Sex’ (Par), $3.700. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) 
*“Ghost Valley’ (Fox) and ‘Love in 
Wigh Gear’ (Mayfair). Split week. 
$2,800, fair. Last week ‘Rider of 
Death Valley’ (U) and ‘Hell’s Head- 
quarters’ (Mayfair), $3,000. 

Strand (RKO) (1,350; 25-40)— 
Went shut for summer last week, 
with ‘Scandal for Sale’ (U) drawing 
close to average $3,000. 





sone &. |DENVER $14,000 AND | 
ORPH $15,000 TICKLE 


Denver, June 6. 

Garbo’s ‘Desire’ is pulling strong 
and backed by fine stage show this 
looks like a big week at the Denver. 
Snappy vaude layout at the Or- 
pheum also draw, but with 50-cent 
top gross does not pile up as fast 
as formerly. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 
75)—‘Vivienne Ware’ (Fox). Around 
$6,500. Last week ‘Young America’ 
(Fox) did a nosedive to $4,500, 





— | 








poorest in weeks, and with a holi- 
day at that. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40-65) 
‘Desire Me’ (M-G) and stage show. : 
Will show very good $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Two Seconcs’ (FN) an okay 
$11,100. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
—Flesh Is Weak’ (M-G) and vaude. 
All right at $15,000 pace. Last week 
‘Are You Listening?’.-(M-G) only 
$10,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- 
506)—‘Sinners in Sun’ (Par). A 
moderate $6,030. Last week ‘Night 
Court’ (M-G) $5,900, fair. 
Rialto (Huffman) (900; 
—‘Room 13’ (Fox). 
$3,000. 


25-35-50) 
A little slow on 
Last week ‘Scandal for Sale’ 





(U). An average $3,500 despite un- 





Pitt’s Trouble Is Heat; 
Stan Tops Penn, $21,000 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 

Hot weather continuing to crimp 
things. Afr a brief respite last 
week, with holiday bolstering a bit, 
matters are settling back into their 
normal stride, and normalcy here 
isn’t so forte any more. 
Penn and the Stanley currently 
have name stage attractions in 
Johnny Weissmuller and _ Earl 
Hines, the colored band looking 
like the best bet at the Stan. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-15-25-35- 
50), ‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio). 
Moved here after turning in nice 
gross at the Warner for preceding 
session. Laid principally to Bar- 
rymore draw inasmuch as picture 
following ‘Mouthpiece.’ Should 
manage $3,000 here. Last week 
‘Destry’ (U) about same. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 
15-25-35-50), ‘Young Bride’ (Radio). 
Weak, but two-for-ones should per- 
mit average showing. Looks like 
maximum of $5,000. Last week ‘So- 
ciety Girl (Fox) around $5,400. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75), ‘Reserved for Ladies’ (Par) 
and Weissmuller in person. Book- 
ing switches at last minute brought 
Leslie Howard film in after ‘Sin- 
ners in Sun’ and ‘Clara Deane’ had 
both been penciled. English-made 
figured no diaw, with Howard still 
mostly a stage name. Looks like 
disappointment, around $16,500, 
poor. Last week ‘Huddle’ (M-G) 
brutal at $15,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60), 
‘Street of Women’ (FN) and Earl 





Hines. band. Combo should move 
along to fair $21,000, all right 
everything considered. Last week 
‘Two Seconds’ (FN) and Tashman 
in person around $23,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-60), 
‘Man About Twon’ (Fox). Lucky 
to stagger to weak $7,000. Last 
week ‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio) all 
right at $10,500. 


‘SOCIETY GIRL’ HOLDS UP 





Detroit, June 6. 

This is the last week for the 
United Artists, leaving four first- 
runs from a high total of nine. 

General picture complexion runs 
to personal appearances. The Fox, 
with Fifi D’Orsay, McLaglen and 
Lowe, will get a few extra dollars, 
and the Mills Bros. for a repeat 
date will also add on at the Fisher. 

Rain spoiled the weekend as far 
as any real business was concerned. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (4,045; 15-35-60-75), 
‘For Defense’ (Col) and stage show. 
Will do $25,000, fair. Last week 
Lombardo and Burns and Allen for 
very good $38,200. 

Fisher (2,665; 15-35-60-75), ‘Molly 
Louvain’ (FN) and Mills Bros. in 
person. Around $10,000. Last week 
‘Tenderfoot’ (FN) oke at $14,200. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-50), ‘Society 
‘Girl (Fox) and stage show. Near 
$18,000. Last week ‘Man About 
Town’ (Fox) nice on $18,600. 

United Artists (2,018; 15-35-60- 
75), ‘Desire Me’ (M-G) (2d week). 
About $12,000. Last week same film 





a fair $13,200. 


favorable reviews. | 


| 


| 
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IN DETROIT OFF-WEEK 


EMPTIES IN N. 0. 


Only $12,000 for ‘Desire’ This Week 
—Orph $7,000, State $8,000 








New Orleans, June 6. 

Nearly all local film exchanges 
are being sued for $750 each by the 
State of Louisiana for past license 
funds due, and the Saenger has cut 
its prices to 25-35-50. House has 
Garbo currently in ‘Desire Me’ and 
Greta has attracted greater grosses. 

As for the other houses the 
empties are too plentiful. 

Estimates for This Week 

Saenger (3,400; 25-35-50)—‘Desire 
Me’ «M-G). From indications will 
not pass $12,000. Last week Mitzi 
Green drawing above ‘Sinners’ 
(Par). for $12,000. Pola Negri in 
person next week. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 60)—‘Love Is 
a Racket.’ Another $8,000 week 
looms because few are approaching 
the stalls. Last week ‘Vivienne 
Ware’ tried and found wanting, just 
$8,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35- 
50)—‘For the Defense’ (Col). Will 
be smothered to the tune of $7,000. 
too many attorneys and attorney 
titles recently. Last week ‘Radio 
Patrol’ (Radio) $8,000, 


Tudor (800; %5)—‘Man About 
Town.’ Will drop house to $1,600. 
oat week ‘Two Seconds’ tolled 
| $2,200. : 





NO ST. L. BLUES 


WITH BIZ IN 
BLACK 


—_——- 


St. Louts, June 6. 


The cin mas are enjoying their 
few days before the Muny opera, 


which opened last night and which 
Usually cuts into grosses. However, 
picture houses stand to maintain 
recent averages this week. : 

Ambassador will do a little bet- 
ter than that with Bing Crosby in 
person. Loew’s State looks up a 
little too with the Jackie Cooper 
picture, Others will be happy to get 
the average. 

Estimates For This Week 

Ambassador (Par) (3,000; 35-50- 
65)—‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN) and 
Bing Crosby in person. Crooner 
responsible for what looks like the- 
atre’s first nice money in weeks, 
$20,000. Last week ‘Rich Always 
With Us’ (FN) an okay $16,300. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Vivienne Ware’ (Fox) and _ unit. 
No big money here again this 
week, not over $12,000, just fair. 
Last week ‘Society Girls’ (Fox) $14,- 
900, up a little. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 


Again’ (U) $6,600, average. 


MERRILY,’ $11,000, 
IS MERRIEST IN K. C. 


Kansas City, June 6. 

Loew’s Midland is making a poor 
showing with ‘When a Feller Needs 
a Friend’ while the Mainstreet with 
‘Rich Are Always With Us’ and the 
Newman showing ‘Merrily We Go 
to Hell’ are little better. 

The Newman, after giving an 
automobile away on two Friday 
evenings, discontinued the free car 
but may renew it later as the gag 
gave the house a big Friday night. 


Estimates for This Week 


Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky) (860; 
10-15-25) ‘Broken Wing’ (Par). 
Since the reduction in price the 
little house has been grinding along 
nicely and this week will hold up 
the average to a fair $3,000. Last 
week ‘Mouthpiece’ (WB), $3,800. 

Loew’s Midland (Loew) (4,000; 
25-50) ‘When a Feller Needs a 
Friend’ (M-G). Not so hot consider- 
ing the Jackie Cooper-‘Chic’ Sale 
followers here; $12,000, poor. Last 
week ‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G) 
okay with $19,000. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50) ‘Rich Always With Us’ (FN). 
Chatterton expected to draw heav- 
ily but plus the stage show $13,000 
is poor. Last week ‘Office Girl’ and 
Doctor Rockwell, heavily featured, 
better at $15,500. , 




















Newman (Publix-Dubinsky) 
890; 25-35-50) ‘Merrily We Go to 
Hell’ (Par). From the _ story ‘I, 
Jerry, Take Thee, Joan’ which ran 
in the ‘Star,’ helps a little: nice 
$11,000 pace. Last week ‘Street of 
Women’ (WB) $6,000, poor. 


(1,- 


ARTHUR KOBER TO COL. 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Arthur Kober, writer, may land on 
the Columbia lot by the end of this 
week. 
Kober’s Paramount contract ex- 
pired Friday (10). 


25-35-50)— ! 


‘Feller Needs a Friend’ (M-G). 
Headed for a mild $10,000. Last 
week ‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G) 
$20.500, okay. 

Missouri (Par) (3.500; 25-35-50) | 
—‘Street of Women’ (WB) and 
‘Steady Company’ (U). Drawing 
fairly, $7,000. Last week ‘Clara 
Deane’ (Par) and ‘Destry Rides 


B&K Will Take Off 





U. S. PAY CUT PROSPECT 
HURTING WASHINGTON 


Washington, June 6. 

With Congress playing around 
with the government payroll, the 
regular picture patrons are staying 
home and wondering what’s going 
to happen. 

Good pictures still stand up, 
though the grosses are somewhat 
curtailed. 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 50-$1- 
$1.50) ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G-M). 
Fourth and final week wili do about 
$8,500; last week $10,000, great 
four-week engagement. 

Earie (Warner) (2,244; 25-35-50- 
70) ‘Strange Love of Molly Louvain’ 
(WB) and Horace Heidt band. First 
time this musical organization here 
since its grand clean-up at the Fox 
and is repeating, $18,000, which the 
house did also last week with ‘Ten- 


derfoot,’ Joe E. Brown being real 
b. o. here. 
Fox (Loew) (25-35-60) ‘New 


Morals for Old’ (M-G) and Loew 
unit with Harry Rose. Probably 
about $18,000; last week with 
Johnny Weissmuller on stage and 
‘Society Girl’ grossed looked to be 
$23,500. 

Met (Warner) (1,700; 25-35-50- 
70)—‘Congress Dances’ (U. A.). 
Stepped up on advertising and looks 
set for about $9,000; last week ‘So 
Big’ got to $6,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (-,834; 25-35-50)— 
‘Westward Passage’ finds Ann 
Harding not drawing up to previous 
pictures—maybe it was ‘Prestige’ 
that did it—but the week will come 
through okay at around $9,500; last 
with ‘Radio Patrol’ (U) and cut 
‘Russia’s 5-Year Plan’ about $6,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-50-75)— 
‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G). Being 
held for second week and will get 
about $8,000 against $12,000 on first 
ctanza, 

Rialto (TW) (1,970; 25-35-60-70)— 
Opened after shutting for the sum- 
mer on a rental to launch a Mexi- 
can-made picture, ‘Flame of Mexi- 
co.” Gave opening night away for 
a ballyhoo, and will probably at- 
tract enough to pay the week’s rent, 
anyhow. 





Indianapolis Holds Up; 
Indiana Maybe $20,000 


Indianapolis, June 6. 

A barrage of nauseating acid laid 
down in the Indiana and Circle, 
Skouras-Publix deluxers, didn’t 
bother the Indiana last week, but 
dropped the Circle further in the 
red. Labor trouble caused the 
stench attacks, it is believed, al- 
though B. V. Sturdivant, district 
manager, refused to comment. 
Sturdivant also refuses to elaborate 
ior Change his announcement that 
the two houses will close this 
Thursday (9). Newspapers have 
been publishing appeals to prevent 
further stench attacks so the the- 
atres can remain open. The In- 
diana had the WLW radio tab show. 

The Indiana has Guy Lombardo 
and ‘Love Is a Racket’ this week. 
Berkell stock, at Keit’’s, has closed 
for the summer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
39-50), ‘Society Gir-. ‘Vo..). In for 
a pleasant $5,000 week. Jimmy 
Dunn pictures have been warmly 
received here. Last week ‘Man 
About Town’ (Fox) fair at $4,500. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35-50), ‘Reserved for Ladies’ will! 
have to climb to make $3,000, poor. 


Last week ‘Young Bride’ (Radio) 
and ‘Clara Deane’ (Par) around 
$4,000. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300: 


35-50-75), ‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN) 
and Guy Lombardo band on stage. 
Maybe $20,000, good. They go for 
radio outfits in this town. Prices 
scaled up from 25-50-65 to 35-50-75. 
Last week ‘Forgotten Command- 
ments’ (Par) and WLW stage show 
reaped $20,000 despite stench bombs. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25-35- 
50), ‘While Paris Sleeps’ (Fox) and 


Adelaide Hall on stage. Should 
keep, close to $9,000. Last week 
Speedway race crowd boosted to 


$11,000 for ‘Cohens and Kellys.’ 
Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800: 25- 








Fredric March has been given the 
| lead in ‘Sign of the Cross,” but loses 
’*Farewell to Arms’ to Gary Cooper. 


,;to stage 


~—— 


Its Loop Wraps, 7 


‘Welcome’ Tab Heats Chi, $38,000: 


‘Passage - Congress, 


Both $12,000 


Chicago, June 6. 

Weather: warmish to hot. Pop- 
ulation: disappearing to the beaches 
and parks. 

Despite the discouraging factors 
Publix-B. & K. is beginning a de- 
termined drive to rebuild grosses, 
particularly at the two ace spots, 
Oriental and Chicago. Circuit has 
loosened up on all types of appro- 
priations, from advertising to names, 
in the determination to play the 
game across the board. 

At the Chicago currently ‘Every- 
body’s Welcome’ (tab) is getting the 
big play both from the ads and pa- 
tronage. Coupled with 
Girl (Fox) show looks like another 
winning week, the second consecu- 
tive profit-maker, which is news 
these days for the big spots. The 
Oriental is also doing the ‘special 
attraction’ thing, using Gene Dennis, 
the mentalist, in conjunction with 
the Fanchon-Marco stage show. 

‘Westward Passage,’ despite Ann 
Harding, is having a difficult time 
surmounting the mausoleum atmos- 
phere which has been pervading the 
State-Lake for months. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85)—‘Society Girl’ (Fox), and 
‘Everybody’s Welcome’ (tab) on 
stage. Flicker originally slated for 
Oriental, and playing second fiddle 
show here. Prospects 
bright for fine $38,000. Last week 
‘Desire Me’ (M-G) also high on 
$38,200. 

Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85) —T'wo Seconds’ (WB) and 
stage show. Flicker on a ‘pink,’ 
after having been thumbed down by 
censors. ‘Chicago World’s Fairest,’ 
Fanchon & Marco show, means 
something since unit contains 16 
Chi femme contest winners. And 
Gene Dennis, the mental worker, 
on top. Expected to build and 
prophetess will hold for second week, 
Combination may connect for good 
enough $24,000. Last week ‘Feller 
Needs a Friend’ (M-G) fairish at 





‘Society 


$22,800. 
Palace (RKO) (2,50@; 50-75-85) =< 
‘Night World’ (U) and vaude, 


Benny Rubin-Jack Haley headline 
ing, but maybe $20,000 hardly fair. 
Last week seven acts aided ‘Fergue 
son Case’ (WB) to poor $19,200. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 35-40<« 
60)—‘Westward Passage’ (Radio). 
Price cuts no longer a help. Ann 
Harding managing to hold film to 
possible $12,000. ‘Radio Patrol’ (U) 
a melancholy one-weaker at $7,200. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 50-75-85)—‘Congress Dances’ 
(UA). Favorable reports from 
critics, but hardly more than one 
week at indicated $12,000. ‘Letty 
Lynton’ (M-G) finished a fine three 
weeks to $10,400. ‘Tenderfoot’ (WB) 
to follow, demonstrating the tight- 
ness of the product situation. 

Woods (Jones) (1,200: 
$1.50)—‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) 
week), May last into July. 
has readjusted its scale, adding 
more 50c and $1 seats. Off about 
$7,000 from capacity, but last week, 
with Memorial day extra show, 
touched fine $14,200. Currently 
should stock near $12,000. 


‘Desire’ $11,000 at Ohio 
Without a Stage Show 


Columbus, June 6. 
‘Desire Me’ and Garbo giving the 


Ohio the break this week with this 
house sans a stage show for the 
first time in its history. Closing of 
the Broad expected to be of some 
help to the Palace, too, this week, 
with ‘Mouthpiece’ highly publicized. 
Stock at the Hartman had a light 
week and had no effect on the film 
houses last week. 


Estimates for This Week 
Palace 


50-$1- 
(7th 
House 








(RKO) (3,074; 25-40), 
‘Mouthpiece’ (WB). Indicates fair 
$5,000. Last week ‘Explorers of 


World’ poor $3,200. 

Loew (Loew-UA) 25-50), 
‘Desire Me’ (M-G). Should garner 
good $11,000 even though house has 
cut matinee prices. Last week 
‘Vivienne Ware’ (Par) and final 
stage show about $12,400. 


(3,000; 





39-50), ‘Beast of City’ (M-G). Will! Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35), ‘Ten- 
aon = Mage A al ee ft i |derfoot’ (FN). Fair enough $4,000. 
é p\ ; hats "< +) ¥ ame or} - eo he ’ J > >’ TR 
Garbo, but finished at $7,000, sce, Week “Fwe Secsnds (WH) 
—_—-————___—_——____ Majestic (RKO) (1,100: 10-25), 
’ f ; Amateur Daddy’ (Fox). Will draw 
| . . 

March sl Up and Down ,on Baxter name and should tep 
Hollywood, June 6. | $2:500. Last week ‘While Paris 


Sleeps’ (Fox) $2,200, moderate. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500: 25-40). 
Now dark. Last week ‘Huddle’ 
‘(M-G) got fair $6,700. 
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Pally Weak at London Empire 
And ‘Expert. Only Does 1 Wk; 
Shanghat $12,000 in 14th Wk. 


London, June 6. 

Highlights of the are the 
continued smash of ‘Shanghai Ex- 
press’ still holding to mark of $12,- 
000 in is 12th week, a record, and 
the unqualified flop of ‘The Expert.’ 

Derby week was a disappointment 
generally, low grosses being at- 
tributed to a dearth of outstanding 
releases. 


Estimates for Last Week 


(At current rate of sterling ex- 

change) 

Academy—‘Madchen in Uniform.’ 
In its sixth week and still averaging 
$5,000, big for this 600-seater. Sub- 
ject is good for another month to 
all appearances. 

Capitol—‘Rue Morgue’ (WU). 
Slipped off to $6,500 -vith ‘Business 
and Pleasure,’ current, replacing. 

Empire — ‘Polly of the Circus’ 
(M-G). At $25,000 one of the lowest 
totals lately for this ace spot. ‘Letty 
Lynton’ (*"-G) replaces. 

Marble Arch — ‘Good Night, Vi- 
enna.’ Near $5,000 satisfactory in 
view that date is the film’s second 
pre-release and its 12th week in the 
West End. 

New Gallery—‘The Expert’ (WB). 
Opened weakly and management 
promptly revived ‘Rookery Nook’ to 
support it for double bill Adver- 
tisements making it plain that the 
Chie Sale film is the lesser item of 
the program. First week under 
$5,000 leading to the elimination of 
‘Expert’ and ‘Rookery Nook’ hold- 
ing over. 

Cariton—‘Shanghai Express’ 
(Par). In its 14th week, record run 
for house. Continuestopile up around 
$12,000. Run ends this week with 
‘Man I Killed’ (Par) in June 9. 

Plaza—‘First Mrs. Fraser’ (Ster- 
ling Films). About $13,000, and 
‘Sky Bride’ (Par) current. 

Regal—‘Crowd Roars’ (WB). Dur- 
ing its fortnight averaged $9,000, 
film giving way to ‘Beauty and 
Boss’ (FN). 

Rialto—‘Il Est Charmant.’ In its 
fifth week and still running along 
at $4,500. German musical ‘Ronny’ 
takes its place June 10. 

Tivoli—‘Lost Squadron’ (Radio). 
Did $10,000 a week with ‘Melody of 
Life’ replacing after a fortnight. 
Management expresses confidence 
new entry will hold for a month, 


FAY’S PROV. ST. FILM 
WITH TWO FOR $6,000 


Providence, June 6. 

Show business here is still more 
or less upset. Fay’s theatre, which 
has been operating with vaudfilm 
for 16 years, switched to straight 
pictures last Saturday, (4). Claims 
the change is for the summer only. 
House is the only one in town not 
@€quipped with a cooling system. 

Double feature# will be shown at 
the theatre hereafter and places it 
in direct competition with the Ma- 
jestic, Fay’s ace picture house. 

Garbo is at the State this week 
and is expected to lead the town 
by a-wide margin. The Albee, now 
the evenly vaudfilm spot, is figuring 
on second place. Little competition 
from the other stands. 


Estimates for This Week 


RKO Albee (2,300; 15-50-60)— 
‘For the Defense’ (Col) and vaude. 
Should give this house at least $8,- 
000; lower than what it has been 
@rossing bui fair at that. Last week 
‘Radio Patrol’ (Radio) okay at close 
to $8,900. 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-50) ‘Ferguson 
Case’ (WB) and South of ‘Rio 
Grande’ (Col). Sort of soft-pedalling 


week 








change to straight film; may hit 
$6,000 low but better than hoped 
for. Last week ‘Midnight Patrol’ 


(Mon) and vaude oke at $6,500. 
Loew’s State (3,700; 20-50-75)— 

‘Desire Me’ (M-G). First time in 

weeks house has any kind of a 


> 





crowd around: close to $17,000, ’way | 


up. Last week ‘Flesh Is Weak’ 


(M-G) skidded and $9,200, off. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
‘Two Seconds’ (WB) and Street 
of Women (WB). Word of mouth 


may drop this one close to $6,500, 
bad. Last week ‘Rich Always with 
Us’ just managed $7,300, fair. 
Paramount (2,200; 15-50)—‘Com- 
mandments' (Par). Too many raps 
and bad at $3,000. Last week ‘Clara 
Deane’ (Par) average at $5,300. 


°-RKO Victory (1,600; 10-30)— 
‘Death Valley’ (U) and ‘Honor of 
Press’ (Century). Close to $2,500, 
not half bad. Last week ‘Love 


Sound’ (Peerless) and ‘Border Dev- 
ils’ (Artclass) off at $5,306. 


| 


| 


| was let out 





PORTLAND BIZ FAIR 


Orph’s Splits $6,000—‘Huddle’ Is 
$12,000 Possibility 


Portland, Ore., June 6. 
Orpheum with its new split week 
policy, has dropped admish to a 
35 cent top evenings. But biz still 
spotty depending on product. This 
week will be fair all around. . 
Exploitation of all houses at its 
lowest ebb currently. Ted Gam- 
ble takes over management of J. J. 
Parker’s Fox-Portland theatres, re- 
placing Chas. E. Couche, who may 
go indie. Gamble will manage his 
Rialto (indie) on the side. 


Estimates For This Week 

Paramount (Fox-Portland) (3,000; 
25-60)—‘Huddle’ (M-G) and unit. 
Going okay for possible $12,000. 
Last week ‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G) 
biggest since last July, $16,000, 
aided by free auto stunt. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) 
1,000; 25-35) ‘Vivienne Ware’ 
(Fox). Going okay for around 
$4,000. Last week ‘Fellow Needs A 
Friend’ (M-G) $3,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25 to 35) 
—‘Roaahouse Murder’ (Radio) and 


‘Race Track’ (Tiff) split. About 
$6,000, fair this week. Last week 
‘Redio Patrol’ did $6,700 in four 
days, pretty fair. 


Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—‘Tenderfoot’ (WB). Looks in line 
for moderate $5,500. Last week 
‘Two Seconds’ (WB) $6,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) 2,000; 25- 
35)—‘Midnight Patrol’ (Mono). Not 
bad at $3,500. Last week ‘Heart 
of New York’ (FN) $3,200. 





Quit Rumors Drape 
Philly; Mast $30,000 
On Neat Combo Bill 


Philadelphia, June 6. 

Outside of the little houses de- 
voted to “art” pictures, business is 
just about as bad here now as it has 
ever been. Closing of the Boyd 
and Keith‘s, figured sure to help, 
hasn’t improved things enough. 

Mastbaum’s reported closing isn’t 
official; instead house is on a week- 
to-week basis. 

Equally persistent reports have 
the Fox dropping ‘its stage shows 
for the hot months. Ed Lowry, 
m.c, at this house for two months, 
ends his engagement this week. 

This week's’ attractions face 
scorching midsummer weather. 
“Street of Women” at the Mast- 
baum, plus Mitzi Green in person 
and the Frank and Milt Britton 
band, should be catching some trade 
on merits of bill but isn’t. Lucky 
if it gets $30,000 on the week. Stan- 
ley’s indications are weak for ‘Clara 
Dean,’ but a possible exception to 
gloomy prospects is ‘Molly Lou- 
vain,’ booked in tomorrow (Tues- 
day) at the Stanton after consid- 
erable censorship trouble. 


Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75) — 
‘Street of Women’ (WB) and stage 
show. Show deserves more but 
lucky to get $30,000. Last weex 
‘Huddle’ (M-G), $36,000, hardly fair. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75)—‘Clara 
Deane’ (Par). Not so forte and un- 
likely to hold over. Maybe $11,000. 
‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G) down to §$12,- 
000 in second week, last week. Not 
bad considering. 

Chestnut (1,300; 50-$1.50)—‘Grand 
Hotel’ (M-G). Way off again after 


spurt. About $15,500 last week. 
Final fortnight. 
Stanton (1,700; 25-65)—Molly 


Louvain’ (WB). Delayed here by 
censors. Opens tomorrow (Tuesday). 
Last week ‘Night Court’ (M-G), $7,- 
000, weak. 

Earle (2,000; 25-65) — ‘Night 
World’ (U) and vaude. Less than 
poor $12,000 likely. ‘Young Bride’ 
(Radio), $14,000, last week. 

Fox (3,000; 35-50-75)—‘Strangers 
of Evening’ (Tiff) and stage show. 
Farewell week for Ed Lowry as 
m. ¢. Dismal $13,000 forecast. Last 
week ‘Society Girl’ (Fox) 
good $16,600. 

Karlton (1,000; 59)—‘So 
(WRB). Maybe $3,500. ‘Tenderfoot’ 
(WB), $4,000. fairly good, last week. 

Arcadia (600; 50j)—‘Wet Parade’ 
(M-G). Not figured film for house 
and $2.390 indicated fer second 
downtown showing. Last week 
‘Flesh Is Weak’ (M-G) a bit over 
$3,000. 





Ken Whitmore Out at Fox 
Hollywood, June 6. 

Whitmore, Fox studio p. 4@., 

Saturday (4). 
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Shapiro. 
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Desire Me’ Only Holds 
Own, $9,000, New Haven 


New Haven, June 6. 

From now on houses will have to 
battle the beaches. Roger Sherman 
is playing up the Barrymore name 
over title of ‘State’s Attorney’ this 
week, and Garbo film at the Poli is 
due to snare lion’s share of town’s 
biz. 

Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,353: 35-65) 
‘Reserved for Ladies’ and Harlem 


Hot Shots revue will see $9,500, 
passable. Last week ‘Sinners in 
Sun’ (Par) and unit, fair $10,500. 


Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50)—‘De- 


sire Me’ (M-G) and ‘Strangers of 
Evening.’ Should go to okay $9,000 
Last week ‘Attorney for Defense’ 
and ‘Night World’ a satisfactory 
$8,500. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200)— 
‘State’s Attorney’ and ‘Heart of 


New York.’ Will probably just pull 
through at close to $6,000. Last 
week ‘So Big’ and ‘Tenderfoot’ not 
so hot, $5,500. 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 35-50)— 
‘Night Court’ and ‘Young Bride.’ 
May brace to moderate $2,500. Last 
week ‘Feller Needs a Friend’ and 
‘Destry’ also $2,500. 





AS FOX HITS 
$12,000 


Seattle, June 6. 

Biggest news of this week is the 
reg policy which starts at the Fox 
with stage band presentations and 
a featured organist. Opening pic 
is in the bag, ‘Letty Lynton.’ Craw- 
ford again is proving her draw with 
a smash $12,000. In spite of the 
warm weather, folks are turning out 
to see the new policy in action. 
Jack Crawford leads the Fox band, 
with a couple of acts (dance team 
and songbird), working with the 
band. Bob West is at the organ 
and opening impression very favor- 
able by both the band and organ. 

Bi-weekly change at the Orph is 
something new for this burg and 
too early yet to note its effect. 

Fifth Ave. featuring Raquel Tor- 
res in person, not so hot. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,300; 25-60)— 
‘Clara Deane’ (Par) and F & M 
stage show. Raquel Torres helping 
along, but $8,500, rather slow. Last 
week - ‘Huddle’ (M-G), Ramon 
Navarro pleasing, was fair at $9.000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-35- 
50)—‘Radio Patrol’ (RKO) and ‘The 
Menace’ (Col) in split week, with 
Nick Lucas heading vaude first 
half; California Collegiates, 2d half. 
Mild $6,000. Last week, ‘Night 
World’ (U) and ‘Roadhouse Murder’ 
(RKO). Had to combat outdoors 
over the double holiday, so $5,300 
not so worse considering. 


Fox (FWC) (2,100; 25-35-50)— 
‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Everything new at this 


house; new policy, new prices, new 
manager, organist and band, so 
folks are turning in to look ’em 
over. Excellent $12,000 is also a 
new sort of nifty biz. Last week, 
second and final week of ‘Grand 
Hotel’ (M-G) slumped to $7,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) 
(2,000; 10-15-25)—‘Whistlin’ Dan’ 
(Tif) with Clyde Cook short. Ken 
Maynard billed heavily; $5,000 
okay. Last week, ‘County Fair’ 
(Monogram) not bad at $4,600. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 
35-50)—‘Tenderfoot’ (FN). Liked 
for fair $4,000 pace. Last week, 
‘Mouthpiece’ (WB) slipped, $3,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 15- 
25)—‘Behind the Mask’ (Col). $2,600, 
good. Last week ‘Street of Women’ 
(WB), $2,400. 

Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 15-30)— 
‘Young America’ (Fox) and ‘She 
Wanted a Millionaire’ (Fox). 
price policy brings more in number 
but less in cash; $2,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) and ‘Room 
13’ (Fox), $1,500. 


LESS HEAT HELPS 


Tacoma, June 6. 
New vaude plan at the Orpheum 
is catching on only mildly for the 
hot weather is cutting in. 
Less opposition in town this week 
helps the ace spots generally. 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 
—Tenderfoot’ (FN) and ‘Roadhouse 
Murder’ (Rad) in split week, vaude 
both halves. Good $5,000. Last 
week ‘State’s Attorney’ (RKO), and 


25- 








25-35-50) 


‘Molly Louvain’ (WB) not so bad at} 


$4,700; holiday and outing weather 

hurting. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
25)—-‘Destry Rides Again’ CU) 
week 


Slightly off at $2,000. Last 
‘Scarface’ (UA), okay at $2,750. 
Rialto (FWC) (1,200; 25-35) —Man 





SEATTLE PEPPY 


New | 








| 


| 


Garbo s $75,000 Bway Standout: 
‘Passage’ Low on $12,000, and 
‘Commandments Only 10 Days 





PEPLESS MONTREAL | 


$11,000 for ‘Freaks’ and $10,000 for | 
British Film This Week 

; 

Montreal, June 6. j 

Faced by a two months’ summer | 
season last year, every main stem | 
house went in the red, a general 
reorganization goes into effect this 
week with pay slashes for all em- 
ployes and a number of layoffs, 
some of which may be only tem- 
porary. 

Currently the only sure profit in 
sight for the week is the third week | 
of ‘Grand Hotel’ (film) at His Ma- 
jesty’s. Despite heavy censor 
slashing did $10,000 in the second 
week. 

Palace is 
‘Michael 


trying its luck with 
and Mary’ (British), which 
doesn’t look like anything out of | 
the way. L-ew’s may get by with} 
‘Freaks’ and vaude, and the Capitol | 
has its usual brace, but all three} 


will struggle. | 


Estimates for This Week 


His Majesty’s (CT) (1,900; 50-| 
$1.50), ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (3d 
week). Will hold up. Last week 
$10,000. 


Palace (FP) (2,700; 
and Mary’ (British). 


75), ‘Michael 
Cannot see 


much above $10,000 for this week. 
Last week ‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G) 
$11,500. Had poor Sunday spoiled 


by naval and military tournament. 

Capito! (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Claa 
Deane’ (Par) and ‘Misleading Lady’ 
(Par). Hot weather will rake a 
dent here and likely $9,000. Last 
week ‘Flesh Is Weak’ (M-G) and 
‘Impatient Maiden’ (U) also around 
$9,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), 
‘Freaks’ (M-G) and vaude. Might 
run to weak $11,000. ‘World and 
Flesh’ (Par) last week $12,500. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), 
‘Shopworn’ (Col) and ‘High Speed’ 
(Col). Maybe $6,500. Last week 
‘Carnival’ (British) an. ‘On Ap- 
proval’ (British) picked vw» on star’s 
winning of Derby, with the curious 


coming in to see Tom Walls. 
Lifted to $7,500. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40), 
‘Miche’ (Par; French). Cannot see 


anything above $2,500. Last week 
‘Les as du Turf’ (French) and 
‘Blanc Comme Neige’ (French) 
$2,000. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
50), ‘Pour un Sou a’Amour’ 
(French). Around $1,500. Last 


week ‘Les Cinq Genaleman Maudits’ 
(French) $1,200. 


"Ham 2d Run Worries 
Others by Nightly 2d 
Hand Auto Giveaways 





Birmingham, June 6. 


A second run house is causing 
some of the first runs a load of 
grief. Continued good business at 
the Temple at 15 and 20 cents is 
the point. For the past two weeks 
stage shows have even been added, 
at no increase in scale, but the 
talent has been dropped this week. 

But that’s not the end of it. The 
Alabama last fall boasted a ‘Pros- 
perity’ month during which time 
four new automobiles were given 
away. Now the Temple comes out 
with its own ‘Super Prosperity’ week 
by giving away a second-hand auto- 
mobile at every 9 o'clock show. 

Empire resumes stage shows this 


week and will be the only one in 
town. House playing independent 
acts. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
50) *Huddle’ (M-G). Not likely to 
crack any icebergs, $8,000. Last 
week Garbo surprised in ‘Desire 


Me’ (M-G) and got a neat $8,700. 
Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-50) 


- —— 


Hot weather, with a hint that it’s 
here to stay, is devitalizing the big 
lane's boxoffices. Lone exception 
withstanding the onslaught is the 
Capitol. With the new Garbo pic- 
ture, ‘Desire Me’ it holds up stoutly, 
Will do around $75,000 or a bit bet- 
ter weather or no. 

Street's general business is badly 
off. The Roxy, with a two weeks’ 
provisional notice up, may set a 
new low at $25,000. Denial of re- 
ports of house closing is accom- 
panied by the explanation that 
Harry G. Kosch, receiver, was 
forced to notice through stipulation 
by court on receivership matter. 
Notice effective June 16. Currently 
the Roxy unwinds a foreign-made 
‘Monte Carlo Madness’ (Ufa). 

Paramount's ticket machines also 
won't need much oiling this week, 


| House will touch a dull $35,000 with 


‘Strangers of 
Rhapsody in 
cal tab 


Evening’ 
Black,’ 


(Tiff) and 
colored musi- 


‘Scarface,’ on its third week, 
Shapes a possible $25,000 all right, 
Picture stays indefinitely here, de- 
|cision being to hold it as long as 


doing over $10,000 a week. 

The Rivoli dives deeply on initial 
i; week of ‘Forgotten Commandments’ 
|which opened Thursday (2) and 
j}looks for only $12,000. Picture do- 
ing so badly it'll vam Friday night 
(10), letting in "Doomed Battalion’ 
the following morning. This is an 
outside U exhibit, first bought by 
Publix for either Rialto or Riv in 
some time. 

Another new one, ‘Dark Horse’ 
(FN) opens tomorrow night 
(Wednesday) at the Winter Garden 
succeeding ‘Two Seconds’ after a 
three weeks’ tenancy. 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,102; $1-$2)—‘Grand Ho- 
tel’ (M-G) (8th week). Still doing 
pretty well but agency sales com- 
pletely gone. 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50)—De- 
sire Me’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Garbo pull will lure a big $75,000, 


Last week ‘Night Court’ (M-G) 
pretty mild $45,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-65-85)— 
‘Strangers .of Evening’ (Tiff) and 
stage show. Neither this one or 
current stage show, condensed 
‘Rhapsody in Black,’ Lew Leslie 
musical headed by Ethel Waters, 
saving house from pitfall; maybe 


$35,000 and low. Last week ‘For the 
Defense’ (Col), with Mary Brian, 
Ken Murray, George Raft on ros- 
trum, a pretty good $50,000. 
‘ Rialto (2.000; 45-65-85) — ‘Scar- 
face’ (UA) (3d week). At $25,000, 
nice. Second week was $38,000. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-65-85-$1) — 
‘Westward Passage’ (Radio). Ann 
Harding name not evidencing any 
obvious lure; at only $12,000 not 
good. Previous seven dayer, Night 
World’ (U) a sour $10,700. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1)—‘For- 
gotten Commandments’ (Par). On 
first week lucky if doing $12,000. 


Departs Friday (10) to let in 
‘Doomed Battalion’ (U) following 
morning. 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50)—‘Monte 
Carlo Madness’ (Ufa) and stage 
show. May set new low of $25,000. 


House’s future uncertain. Previous 
picture, ‘Man About Town’ (Fox), 
$44,000, off but better than most re- 
cent figures. 

Strand (2,900; 
‘Weekend Marriage’ 
gish at $14,000. 
(WB) a little 
$16,500. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-65-85- 
$1)—‘Dark Horse’ (FN), headed by 
Warren William, opens tomorrow 
night (Wednesday). Third week of 
‘Two Seconds’ (WB), $21,200. 


GARBO FAIR AT $22,000, 
‘SCARFACE’ BIG, BUFF. 


35-50-75-$1)— 
(FN). Sluge 
‘Street of Women’ 
better last week, 











‘Mouthpiece’ (WB) and vaude. Fair | 
enough on $5,500. Last week ‘Polly | 


Buffalo, June 6. 
Ali takings down to summer sube 
levels. 


Estimates for This Week 


of Circus’ (M-G) $3,000, bad. 
: 1 . OF Ce ny 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40) ‘For| gutfalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
the Defense’ (Col). Lowe fans will} _ ‘an Ye Desir Me’ ‘ 

ish ’em u $3,500. Last week! a,” a See - aa a 
Night w, Wy U) dieltk ~~ | Should reach around $22,000, fair. 
en 63 200. (U) disliked and very pms Fb wd (M-G-M) slow, 

. : Ww 9 3 a. . 8.2. 

_, Strand = (BTAC) (800; 20-30) | Hipp (Publix) (2,400: 25-35)— 
Amateur Daddy’ (Fox). Average | «qjara Deane’ (Par) Looks like 
| week likely, $1,700. Last week,/¢6 909: last week ‘When a Feller 
‘Chan’s Chance’ (Fox) $1,500. | Needs a Friend (M-G-M) (first 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25) | week Murtagh manage ment) just 
‘Young America’ (Fox) and ‘Rac-! ¢aj; $6,100 off. 7% 
ing Youth’ (U) split. At $800. Last Great Lakes (Publix) (2.400: 25- 
week ‘Struggle’ (UA) jerked after | «- ), Closed Friday Last week 
|two days; ‘Beauty and Boss’ (WB) ‘Searface’ did $12,000 ] good. 
subbed and clicked, $750. Century (Publix) (3.400; 25-356 
About Town’ Fox); two days; ‘Sin- Temple (Indie) (2,650; 15-20) ) Careless Lady’ (UU) vaude, 
lIners in Sun’ (Par), and ‘Paris| ‘eyes of World’ (Ins) ‘Aloha’ (Tiff); | May hit $10,000 Last week ‘Fae 
Sleeps’ (Fox), double bill for two) “Girl Crazy’ (Radio) ‘Millie’! mous Ferguson Case’ (War) weak 
davs. then ‘Clara Deane’ (Par),| (Radio); ‘Blaze of Glory’ (Sono) nd mild $8,400 

three days. Light with $2,500. Last | ‘Enemies of Law’ (Epic) Double Lafayette (Ind) (3,499: 25)—Se- 
week ‘Dancers in Dark’ (Par), ‘Room | features changed every two week eret Witness’ (Col). Very slow une 
113’ (Fox), ‘Working Girls’ (Par),| Gross outstanding this week b der $6,000. Last week ‘Strictly Dis- 
(and ‘Huddle’ (M-G), oke at $3,109. ‘cause of nightly free autos, $3,100.| honorable’ (Fox) neat $8,800, 
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GARBO $2350: 
BALTO SANS 
MUSIC 


Baltimore, June 6. 


The tivoli, dark for several 
months, is back in the first-run 
game. Bankers, left holding the 
bag in the receivership, have reno- 
vated, and Clyde McKay is man- 
ager. With a 40-cent top house is 


scaled to undersell all the down- 
town first-runners with the excep- 
tion of the Valencia. 

Manager-musician fight has cul- 
minated in all orchestras going out 
of the downtown picture houses 
here beginning June 17. Exhibs’ 
refusal to pay time and a half for 
Sunday work means abandonment 
of vaudeville indefinitely. 





‘Desire Me,’ at the Stanley, in 
front this week. ‘Society Girl’ at 
the New looks okay, too. Ben 
Bernie is getting trade at the 
combo Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,200; 25- 
60), ‘Molly Louvain’ (FN). Getting 


but won’t cross a fair 
‘Two Seconds’ 


the curious, 
$17,500. Last week 
(WB) $18,500. 

Hipp (Rappaport) (2,500; 25-50), 
‘Beauty and Boss’ (WB). Ben 
Bernie the big draw. Maybe last 
week of stage stuff here till musi- 
cian fight is settled. Will go to a 


good $13,000. Last week ‘Road- 
house Murdev’ satisfactory at 
$10,500. ; 

Keith’s (Schanbergers) (2,500; 
25-50), ‘Night World’ (U). and 
vaude. Short of moderate $11,000. 


Last week ‘Street of Women’. and 
‘Old Kentucky’ (tab) got impressive 


$17,000. 
New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-50), 
‘Society Girl (Fox). Dunn pop 


here and $8,000 possible. Last week 
‘Cohens and Kellys’ (U) only $5,500. 


Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,600; 25- 
60), ‘Desire Me’ (M-G). ‘Farwell 
film’ publicity means big week. 


Around $23,500. Last week ‘Huddle’ 
(M-G) ’way .off, $14,500. 

Parkway (Loew-UA) (1,000; 
35), ‘Scarface’ (UA). Somewhat 
better uptown here, but not too 
good at $3,500. Last week ‘Letty 
Lynton’ (M-G) a big $5,200. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) (1,200; 25- 
35), ‘Scarface’ (UA). Just another 
week, $2,500. Last week ‘Letty Lyn- 
ton’ hardly fair at $2,600. 


Indie Producers 
Cool to Any Indie 
Exhib Group Deal 


Overtures of independent exhib- 
itor organizations to do business 
with “hem on a collective buying 
basis are being cold-shouldered by 
major indie producers. Repre- 
sentative indie makers first take 
the-attitude that the industry as a 
whole needs their product today 
and that the only satisfactory 
method of doin business with the 
indie is directly with the individual 
boxoffice. 

Allied Exhibitors’ announced in- 
tention to offer the indie producers, 
collectively, a chance to hook up 
their product this season with Al- 
lied, is getting only wise smiles 
from the makers. The Allied prop- 
osition will be announced at At- 
lantic City iate in June during the 
New Jersey Allied convention. 


HUFFMAN-RKO DENVER 
POOL VIRTUALLY SET 


Pooling of the three Huffman in- 
die houses in Denver with the RKO 
Orpheum is practically concluded 
on a basis that makes Huffman 
operator of all in a capacity as gen- 
eral manager of a holding company 
to be formed for the purpose. 
Lawyers’ okay is all that is needed 
before the final signatures are af- 
fixed to papers. Huffman is still in 
New York to finish the deal with 
Harold B. Franklin. 

Huffman is owner of the Tabor, 
Aldine and Rialto theatres there. 


25- 

















RUTH STEVENS STICKS 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Brought here by Warners for ‘Life 
Begins,’ in the same part she played 
on the stage. Ruth Anna Stevens 
goes to Columbia for ‘Murder of A 
Night Club Lady.’ 

Skeets Gallagher and Mayo 
Methot also engaged for same pic- 
ture to be directed by Irving Cum- 
mings. 


$12,500 FRONTS LOU’VILLE 


‘Sinners’ and Withers In Person— 
‘New Morals’ Off At $7,100 
Louisville, June 6. 
The Brown is trying to boost biz 
by giving way $50 each Monday 





Frisco’s OK Totals, 
$18,000 for Par and 
Warfield at $16,000 


San Francisco, June 6. 
With the weather just about as 











and Wednesday night, Rialto by 
giving away an auto on Monday 
nights and by special children’s 
parties and the like, but citizens 
refuse to get excited. 

Grant Withers’ personal appear- | 
jance jumping the receipts at Ri- 
| alto. 

Estimates For This Week 

Loew’s (3,252; 25-35-50-60)- 
‘New Morals For Old’ (M-G). A 
bad $7,100. Last week ‘Desire Me’ 
(M-G) $10,500, fair. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,765; 25- 
35-50)—Night World’ (U). A weak 
$5,800. Last week ‘Clara Deane’ 
(Par) $6,200. 

Rialto (Fourch Ave.) (2,710; 35- 
50-60)—Sinners in Sun (Par) and 
Grant Withers in person. Good at 
$12,500. Last week ‘Society Girl’ 
(Fox) $11,800. 

Brawn (2,000; 25-30-40)—‘Office 
Girl’ and reshow ‘Ladies of Jury’ 
(Radio). Oke on $4,900. Last 
week ‘Rich Always With Us’ (WB) 
$4,100. 

Alamo (Fouth Ave.) (1,000, 15- 
25)—‘Cohens and Kellys’ (U). On 
$3,100 all right with radio singers 
added. Last week ‘Reserved for 


Ladies’ (Par) $2,900. 


PHIL BAKER IN BOSTON 
WITH ‘PASSAGE’, $20,000 


Boston, June 6. 
RKO Keith’s with Phil Baker 
heading a strong seven act Dill. 
with ‘Westward Passage’ on the 
screen, appears to have the best bet 
of the week. With weather condi- 
tions not ideal on Saturday, the 
house was crowded at all four 
shows. Last week this house did 
over $28,000 with Ben Bernie top- 
ping the bill and the lobby lines 
were up for the first time in months. 
The other Keith house, the Bos- 
ton, got off to a bad start last week. 
The unit selected for the change 
from vaudeville to presentations 
was ‘Cuban Holiday’ which was ex- 
cellent in production but weak on 
talent. This week the house has 
‘No Greater Love’ and may do bet- 
ter, but any stage production with 
three cooch numbers in it will hurt. 
Audience is of the family type. 
The Publix houses have some 
strong attractions on both stage 
and sereen. The big Metropolitan 
has Dorothy Mackaill in person and 
‘Man About Town’ on the screen. 
‘Two Seconds’ is featured on both 
the Paramount and Uptown screens. 
Robinson is a draw name but the 
type of fan he draws prefers the 
baseball park in this weather. 
Met (Publix) (4,300; 50-75) ‘Man 
About Town’ (Fox) and Mackaill in 
person should top $25,000. nae 
week ‘Rich With Us’ and Boswel 
Sisters a nice $31,100. Good. 
Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 35- 
50-60) ‘Two Seconds’ (WB). Mild 
$8,000. Last week ‘Vivienne Ware’ 
(Fox) fair at $8,100. 4 








Uptown (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
60) ‘Two Seconds’ (WB). Com- 
panion house, $5,500, oke. Last 


week ‘Vivienne Ware’ (Fox), nice 
at $6,100. 
Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-75) ‘“West- 


ward Passage’ (Radio) and vaude. 
With vaude should better $20,000. 
Last week ‘Radio Patrol’ (Radio) 
and Ben Bernie at new price scale, 
strong $28,200. 

Keith-Boston (4,000; 25-35-50) 
‘No Greater Love’ (Col.). Not click- 
ing; $10,000 expected. Last week 
‘Strangers of Evening’ (Tif.), bad 
$9,800. 

Majestic ‘Grand Hotel.’ In its final 
week did $11,000. Previous con- 
tracts caused its withdrawal 
though business warranted its hold- 
ing over. 

Scollay (Publix) ‘Vivienne Ware’ 
(Fox) and vaude. With seven acts, 
below its usual $7,000. Last week 
‘While Paris Sleeps’ fair at $8,300. 

State (4,000; 35-50-60) ‘New Mo- 
rals. Weak at $10,000. Last week 
‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G), up to 
$19,800. 


Mike Hughes Interested’ 
In Chamberlin Circuit 


M. C. Hughes (Mike) Hughes, 
former Publix executive, in associa- 
tion with others in the east, may 
take over the Chamberlain circuit 
of 10 houses in Pennsylva .ia. 

The indie Chamberlain chain has 
houses in Shamokin, Lansford, Ta- 
maqua, Danville, Mahanoy City and 
other towns, and is. presently in 
receivership. An appeal to stave 
off sheriff's sale of the chain on a 
writ to creditors, is now before the 
court, 








‘Movie Crazy’s’ Resort Tests 
Hollywood, June 6. 

General release for Harold Lloyd's 
new picture, ‘Movie Crazy,’ is set for 
Oct. 1. 

May get pre-release test runs in 
a few summer resort towns around 
Massachusetts during July and 





warm as it ever gets trade is qui- 


escent and the town’s outstanding 
feature is the holdover of ‘Scar- 
face.” It’s a sixth and final week 
at United Artists, giving that pic- 
ture the longest local run in two 
years. 

Garbo the best money getter of 


the current lot, bringirg good money 


into the Paramount. Olsen and 
Johnson are .pping the desultory 
Orpheum, second week of retu:n 


Joe E. 
for 


vande holding up smartly. 

Browne in ‘Tenderfoot’ okay 
Warners. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 35-65) ‘Man About 

Town’ (Fox) and stage show. May 

hold house up to poor $27,000. Last 


week ‘Night Court’ (M-G) and 
Eddie Peabody got $31,000, better 
than average. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,270; 35-60) 
‘Lena Rivers’ (Tiff) and stage show. 
With 1,500 balcony seats at 40 cents 
getting a big play, and $11,000, 
house is showing signs of life. Last 
week, first of new policy, ‘No 
Greater Love’ (Col) and Teddy 
Joyce m.c., slightly over $11,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-60) 
‘Racetrack’ (Tiff) and Olsen and 
Johnson heading vaude. May hit 
$15,000, best in months. Last week, 
first of new policy with ‘Radio 
Patrol’ (Radio), got good $13,000. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-60) 
‘Desire Me’ (M-G). Garbo still do- 
ing her stuff, $18,000, but star has 
done better her “This Is the 
Night’ (Par) poor $8,000 last. .week. 
United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60) 
‘Scarface’ (UA) (6th and _ final 
week). Longest run in two years 
and $7,000 still good. 
Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 35-60) 
‘Room 13’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Rube Wolf gets credit for fair 


$16,000. Last week over $17,500 on 
his return and ‘Sinners in Sun’ 
(Par). 


Warners (1,365; 35-50-60) Tender- 
foot’ (WB). A $10,000 week, oke 
‘Ferguson Case’ (FN) $6,000 on five 
days last week. 


UNIFICATION OF P-P’S 
PUB. AND ADV. STARTED 


Forney Wyly, in charge of fan 
mags for Paramount for six years, 
is the first to be dropped in the uni- 
fication of the Par and Publix pub- 
licity-advertising departments. The 
fan end will be added to the distrib 
house organ duties of Al Wilkie at 
the home office. 

The press book departments of the 
film and theatre end have been com- 
bined under Bill Danziger for Jack 
Hess. Cliff Lewis, Par ad manager, 
will act as Danziger’s assistant over 
Par film advertising. 

The handling of trade papers will 
also fall into the realm of matters 
under Hess’ supervision, as will the 
accessory division headed for years 
as a separate department by James 
Clark. 

Currently five men, all in the Par 
end, are working on combined press 
books under Danziger, first of which 
will be ready in about a week on 
‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par). The 
theatre-film press book will be about 
the same size as the Publix manuals 
of the past. In type, they will be 
similar to those worked out by Hess 
while with RKO. 

Par art department continues un- 
der Vincent Trotta, and the Publix 
art department under Charles Court- 
ney., A single head will be named to 
supervise the combined departments 
later, 


SONO ART’S HOLDING 
CO. IN BANKRUPTCY 


Pictures Realization Corp., formed 
recently to take over Sono Art Pro- 
ductions, Inc., filed a voluntary peti- 
tion in bankruptcy Friday (3), list- 
ing liabilities of $518,140 and $5,666 
in assets, exclusive of earnings from 
pictures now being exhibited. There 
are prior claims of $6,442 for the 
federal income tax for 1929 and $2,- 
831 for New York state income tax. 

Two principal creditors listed are 
the National Diversified Corp. for 
$431,385, and Metropolitan Sound 
Studios for $45,653. Assets listed as 
of value are $1,000 on deposit with 
the MPPDA; $1,126.35 in bank de- 
posits, and $100 worth of office fur- 
niture. Three shares in Sono Art 
Productions are given no value. 

Eleven feature pictures are listed 
as valueless, with only one, ‘Honey- 
moon Lane,’ having any ‘probable 














August. 


value.’ 


Weather, Shore, Circus 
All Handicap Brooklyn 


Brooklyn, June 6. 

Sticky weather, with most of the 
folks at Brighton or Coney Island. 

Flicker houses are moaning. 
Paramount has Mary Brian and 
Ken Murray in person with ‘Clara 
Deane,’ and figures for week $30,000. 
Albee is featuring Bert Lytell in 
person and ‘Westward Passage.’ 

Hagenbeck-Wallace show, with 
Clyde Beatty. the lion and tiger 
trainer, is in Ridgewood this week 
and no doubt another grouch for 
theatre managers, 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75- 
85)—‘Clara Deane’ (Par) and stage 
show. House should do in vicinity 
of $35,000, light. Last week ‘For 
Defense’ (Col), with Jack Benny 
and Cliff Edwards on stage, $39,800, 
fair. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-75)—‘Man 
About Town’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Freddy Mack and orchestra on stage 
and $15,000, sad. Last week ‘Room 
13’ (Fox) $15,000. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-75)—‘West- 
ward Passage’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Bert Lytell and flicker around mild 
$15,000. Last week ‘Molly Louvain’ 
(WB) low $11,500. 

Metropolitan (3,500; 25-35-50-65) 
—Feller Needs a Friend’ (M-G) and 
vaude. George Sidney on bill and 
maybe $23,000, so-so. Last week 
‘Behind the Mask’ (Col) and ‘Girl 
Crazy’ (tab) $25,000, oke. 

Strand (2,500; 25-35-56)—‘Tender- 
foot’ (FN). Should do. $11,000, all 
right. Last week, ‘Rich Always 
With Us’ (WB) $11,500. 


FOX WINS OUT IN SUIT 
OVER ‘THE VALIANT’ 


A jury award of $4,500 to Jack 
Larric in his suit charging Fox 
Films and Robert Middlemass with 
thefting one of Larric’s stories was 
set aside by Justice Rosenman in 
Supreme Court Friday (3), who er- 
dered a verdict in favor of the de- 
fendants, ; 

Larric alleged that a one-act play 
by Middlemass titled ‘The Valiant,’ 
which, as a talker, was released by 
Fox, was a rewrite of Larric’s play, 
‘The Denial.’ Larric, through 
O’Brien, Malevinsky & Driscoll, sued 
for $50,000. 

In reversing the jury award, the 
court ruled the decision was con- 
trary to the law since it must be 
shown that the defendants had ac- 
cess to the plaintiff’s story. Proof 
was offered only in the similarity of 
the two stroies. Justice Rosenman 
ruled this to be insufficient. 

Defendants were represented by 
Sidney R. Fleischer and Percy Hel- 
linger. 
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wood thru the east than on the de- 
pository end of the Santa Fe. 

Coast studios have issued in- 
structions for good-looking young 
people. Seemingly none of the 
hopefuls hanging around Hollywood 
week after week can attract atten- 
tion. Or possibly it’s a question 
of never getting by Miss Nota- 
chance, the efficient reception clerk. 
Meanwhile the need for stars or 
potential stars is keenly felt. 

Illustrating the feeling in this re- 
gard is Fox, which has just added 
a third stage in its Manhattan stu- 
dio for making tests. This com- 
pany has averaged one test daily 
for the past two months, or about 
50 in all.. Half of these were on 
behalf of Metro. 





Hollywood, June 6. 

After eyeing approximately 2,690 
-candidates for chorus girls in Eddie 
Cantor’s ‘Kid from Spain,’ they are 
still short of enough femmes with 
the right kind of gams, hips, and 
faces. Talent hunt has spread to 
department stores, high schools and 
colleges. 

Robert McIntyre, Sam Goldwyn’s 
caster, and J. W. Crosby, his as- 
sistant, have been looking at girls 
for two months and have picked 
only 11 besides 75 prospects. Each 
girl is supposed to stand out in- 
dividually. That's why it’s taking 
them so long. 

About 75 girls will be used, 24 
of them dancers. 


Lande on Spec 


Irving Lande, legit producer, let 
for the Coast Sunday (5), going 
there on spec, although he hopes to 
land on the Paramount lot. Pro- 


ducer had a deal on with Par about 
a month ago, but it blew cold. 
Lande left with the ‘Whistling in 
the Dark’ legit company, the show 
opening on the Coast for Belasco & 


Less Seats, but : 
Less Biz, Mpls.: 
Garbo to $12,000 








Minneapolis,-June 6. 


‘As You Desire Me’ has pretty 
much of-a clear track this week. 
With the 4,200-seat Minnesota 
closed, the State, fortified by the 
Garbo. picture, jumps into the 
money class. 

The story otherwise is not a 


cheerful one. Attractions and busi- 
ness both weak. Aside from ‘De- 
sire,’ there is not a single film or 
stage name with any real ‘pulling 
power, making the sailing of the 
Garbo picture all the easier. 

A record low 7,290 in seating is 
now represented” by the four reg- 
ular loop first-run houses still re- 
maining open.- The four dark thea- 
tres—Minnesota, Century, Pantages 


and Seventh Street—account for 
9,000 seats. The 1,400-seat Shu- 
bert, temporarily in foreign films, 
is not counted. 

But even with the overseating 


evil cured, there’s nothing remotely 

resembling prosperity in sight, 

Weather turned hot again. 
Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75). 
Closed’ indefinitely. Wound up 
strongly with Bing Crosby in per- 
son and a Fanchon-Marco stage 
show, in addition to ‘Sinners in the 
Sun’ (Par) on screen. Although 
Crosby did not appear at any of 
the Thursday night shows, having 
to catch a train to St. Louis, gross 
hit $23,500, big. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50), ‘As 
You Desire Me’ (M-G). Looks like 
a $13,000 week, cr about double 
what house has been getting. As 
result of Minnesota closing, will 
have pick of available product 
henceforth. Last week ‘But the 
Flesh Is Weak’ (M-G) $7,000, fair. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 50), 
‘Radio Patrol’ (U) and vaudeville. 
Nothihg on screen or stage to help 
box office. Although house now has 
only stage slow in town, it will be 
lucky to top $7,000. Last week 
‘Man Wanted’ (WB) $8,500, bad. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35), 
‘Strange Case of Clara Deane’ (Par). 
About $2,500 indicated, low. Last 
week ‘Woman in Room 13’ (Fox) 
$4,200, average. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25), ‘Care- 
less Lady’ (Fox) and ‘Beauty and 
the Boss’ (FN), spit, about $900 
expected, light. Last week ‘Should 
a Doctor Tell?’ for men and women 
only, $1,500, fair. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25), ‘Mir- 
acle Man’ (Par) and ‘This Is the 
Night’ (Par), spit, about $1,100 ine 
dicated for second loop runs, fair. 
Last week ‘Wet Parade’ (M-G) and 
‘Sky Bride’ (Par), second loop runs, 
$1,400, fair. . 





Shubert (Steffes) (1,400; 35), 
‘Der Liebes Express.’ Looks like 
around $1,500, poor. Last week 


‘Five-Year Plan’ $2,200, fair. 


Publix’s Detroit Stock 
Is Costing $900 Weekly 


» Detroit, June 6. 

Legit stock company playing the 
Publix theatres locally is costing 
Publix $900 a week and will be con- 
tinued as long as results warrant. 
Stage play being given with com- 
plete picturé program at each of 
the houses played. 

Troupe is owned by E. D. Turner, 
who has posted a bond with Equity. 
A new addition to the cast is Lee 
Russell. 

One performance a day is given 
with two Saturdays and Sundays. 
Scripts are boiled down to run 105 
minutes. 








NBC Plug for RKO Film 


In line with the greater coordina- 
tion between RKO Pictures and 
NBC, several coast-to-coast broad- 
casts over NBC networks will plug 
Frank Buck’s film, ‘Bring ’Em Back 
Alive.’ 

Picture opens at the Mayfair, 
New York, June 17, and at the 
Albee, Brooklyn, June 18. The first 
broadcast will be an interview of 
Buck by Raymond L. Ditmars, cu- 
rator of the Bronx Zoo June 16, via 
WEAF. 





Oakie Refuses Tests 


Hollywood, June 6. 

At the last minute Jack Oakie re- 
fused to make tests for U’s ‘Once 
in a Lifetime.’ Paramount has 
switched plans in consequence and 
will use him for retakes on Charlie 
Rogers’ ‘70,000 Witnesses.’ 

Meanwhile U is bringing pressure 
to bear on Par to obtain the play- 
er. Offering to forego screen test 
and put him into picture cold start- 








Curran shortly. 


ing next Monday (13). 
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Quota Puts Film Quality Up to 


Natives; Lapse Means Fan Loss 


| 








Paris, May 27. 

The aloof spirit of the 
European 
the introduction of 
brought to a climax by the current 
conditions. In every nation native 
film producers are playing on polit- 
ical feelings, and trying tc seize the 
market, while importers are hard 
put to it to carry on business. Not 
only do they find such obstacles as 
quotas placed in their way, but the 
very uncertainty. and ehanges of 
legislation, against which they can- 
not provide, preclude planning 
ahead, and defeat any attempt to 
adjust themselves to conditions. 

Latest French quota, if main- 
tained, will, from the American 
point of view, render business ex- | 
ceedingly difficult, since it will re- 
strict the amount of American im- 
ports to a minimum, hardly covering 
distributor’s costs, besides prohib- 
iting dubbing made abroad. 

There is a proviso in the ‘quota 
low requiring mention to be made 
of the country of origin of the pro- 
duction, and also of the names of the 
local ghosts. as well as of foreign 
players. 

Unless imported American. prod- 
uct is of sufficient quality to score 
with the original dialog with super- 
imposed titles—which method has 
succeeded in Payis, and may pos- 
sibly extend to the provinces—the 
local distribution of American-made 
versions or locally dubbed American 
pictures, wi'l make it necessary for 
American distributors to curtail their 


various 
nations, intensified since 


talkers, is 


organizations, and likely result in 
diminishing the number of ex- 
changes. Native producers may 


benefit for a time, the crux of the 
question being whether they will be 
able to supply the market with suffi- 
ecient’ quantity and ‘quality, or 
whether picture audiences, finding 
themselves starved, will diminish. 
How French Quota Works 


At the present moment exhibitors 
are playing for safety and rushing 
to book French product to cover 
their needs. 

The new quota provides for the 
possible import of only 125 foreign- 
made French versions. Apart from 
Metro, this leaves Hollywood prac- 
tically out, rather favoring Germany, 
whose French-madés are _ usually 
done in co-operation with French 
firms, but do not reach that figure. 
Also American distributors will only 
get a comparatively small share of 
the permits to import the 75 foreign 
productions permitted to be dubbed 
locally. Even supposing that all of 
the 75 be American, the permits are 
to be equally divided between pro- 
ducers and distributors, resulting in 
such importers as Fox, for instance, 
being limited to five or six imports 
to be dubbed locally. 

French producers who are also 
distributors will be able to write 
their ticket for American’ product, 
or keep it out. Paramount being a 
local producer and distributor, is in 
a special position, and less affected 
than the others. Exhibitors are 
scared, and naturally inclined to 
prefer booking native product to 
make sure of covering their future 
requirements. 

This situation is making Natan 
More important a figure than ever. 
Apart from his own chain, the book- 
ing combine he has organized is ex- 
tending considerably, and besides 
his producing activities, he is daily 
getting nearer the position of dic- 
tator in local picture affairs, so that 
the near future of the local industry 
will be considerably affected by the 


Way he will solve the situation 
which rests increasingly on his 
hands. 


The local picture situation is more 
or less on a par with that applying 
to other European countries, and to 
various lines of business, with local 
interests finding public opinion per- 
mitting governments to eliminate 
American influence. This results 
from nationalistic feelings, which, 
though not aimed specifically at 
America, are incidentally reacting 
against her. 
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Pope’s Kin Studies Sound 
. Berlin, May 27. 

Important Italian film people are | 
in Berlin for negotiations on future 
plans. One of the outstanding fig- 
ures is Dr. S. Persicketti, nephew of 
the Pope. 

Dr. Persicketti is associated with 
Phono-Rome and is interested in| 
various questions, as for instance | 
versions, synchronization, etc. | 


| 


Film Courtesy Cuts 
Berlin, May 27. 


Decision to cut out all German 
dialog in RKO’s ‘Lost Squadron’ has 
made a good impression in German 
Governmental circles, especially at 
the Foreign Office, and with film 
people here. 

The matter was handled by George 
R. Canty, European Trade Commis- 
sioner of the Department of Com- 
merce, and Dr. Hencke, Legation 
Secretary of the German Foreign 
Office. 

The film was cut for all markets, 
including U. S. A., except Mexico 
and The Argentine, it was an- 
nounced here. 


TOBIS STEPS UP RENTAL | 
DEPT.; TAKES 14 RADIOS 


Berlin, May 26. 

Dr. Guido Bagier, production man- 
ager of Tobis, resigns from his post 
July 1, 

A number of other changes will 
take place. Tobis is to enlarge its 
rental department under the man- 
agement of Director Laubheimer, 
former director of the rental de- 
partment of the National company. 
Tobis also owns a considerable par- 
ticipation in the Deutsche Licht- 
Spiel-Syndicat (German Exhibitors’ 
Syndicate) and it is planned to 
merge the rental of Tobis with the 
Deutsche Lichtspiel-Syndicate, 

A dozen or more RKO pictures 
will be released also through Tobis 
as a result of negotiations between 
Ambrose L. Dosrling of Radio and 
Dr. Henkel, general manager of 
Tobis, 


ENGLAND’S PAY CLAUSE 
KEEPS WRITERS IN U. S. 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Local agents are loaded with 
calls from England for _ screen 
writers of British citizenship, but 
are unable to fill any of the re- 
quests inasmuch as almost all of 
them are contingent on the scrib- 
blers paying their way over. 

Town is knee deep with writers 
out of work, many of them owing 
allegiance to the crown, but there’s 
no interest in the offers from 
abroad with the ‘pay-your-own- 
way’ proviso. 

















Chevalier Film Clicks 


Paris, June 6. 

The new Chevalier film, ‘One 
Hour With You,’ is clicking at the 
Paramount. 

Opening was quiet, giving the im- 
pression that the French star was 
still under the handicap of a pub- 
lic peeve, but the presence of 
Jeanette MacDonald turned _ the 
scales and the business began to 
grow as the week went on. 





Palladium’s Crazy Bill 


London, June 6. 

Pailadium’'s first week of ‘Crazy 
Month’ has two American acts. One 
is Earl Carroll's ’Thrill of the Year,’ 
other is Lucille Page, from Carroll's 
‘Vanities.’ 

Both acts were splendidly re- 
ceived and are pulling capacity. 


BURN SUITS SETTLED 
Los Angeles, June 6. 

Caddo Co. and Harold Lloyd Corp. 
have settled for $375 with the father 
of John Reynolds Chapman, Ii1- 
year-old boy who was burned while 
playing with powder allegedly left 
unguarded on Harold Lloyd’s New 
York street set at Westwood. 
Powder was supposed left over 
from ‘Scarface.’ 

Father of Roland Offord, who sued 
the two companies for $25,147 dam- 
ages, has settled for $350 and a $50 
attorney's fee. ! 





MARCHAND OFFERED 

Bill *' orris, dr., saw Henri 
Marchand in Rene Clair’s ‘A No 1s | 
La Liberte’ in a projection room 
screening and cabled for authoriza- 
tion to represent Marchand for pic- 
tures in America. 

Office is now handling 
talkers 


him for! 
j 


| Indian 


WB British Production 
Lull Pending Survey 


London, June 6. 

Production activities of Warner 
Bros.-First National in this country 
will be suspended for the time be- 
ing. 

Reason is the uncertainty of the 
foreign outlook from the viewpoint 
of the American producer, as well 


as the desire to await the clearing | 


of the general business situation at 
home, 





Vancouver Bids 
For U. S.-British 
Quota Activity 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Possibility that quota pictures for 
the English market will be made by 
Universal in Vancouver, B. C., in- 
stead of England, will become a 
fact if negotiations between a group 
of Vancouver business men and the 
studio are carried through. 

J. Y¥. McCarter, an architect; 
Capt. Joseph Hobbs and R. H. Wil- 
liams, electrical engineer, were 
among Canadian representatives 
who came here during the past few 
weeks to study construction of 
sound stages and studio equipment. 
Henry MacRae, a Canadian and in 
charge of U’s serials, is handling 
the deal for Universal. 

Will Build Studio 

Vancouver people propose to 
build a $500,000 studio under a 
single roof 10 miles outside Van- 
couver if Universal, or some other 
studio, will take a lease on it. They 
have organized as Empire Pictures 
Co. 

It is pointed out by those favor- 
ing the scheme that Vancouver is 
only nine hours by plane from Hol- 
lywood, and that the 200 or more 
English and Canadian players and 
directors in Hollywood could be 
used in production there. Quota is 
now one British made film for every 
seven American films, but in 1935 
it will be cne in four. 

Frank Ditchman, Universal’s rep- 
resentative in England, is now ne- 
gotiating to buy or make pictures 
for the English quota market for 
the coming year. 

Return of Carl Laemmle to Hol- 
lywood is expected to settle the 
Vancouver deal one way or the 
other. 


BRITISH CENSOR PASSES 
GANG FILMS WITH CUTS 


London, June 6. 

After several months of negotia- 
tions and refusals, the censor has at 
length passed ‘Scarface’ and ‘The 
Public Enemy,’ but only on condi- 
tion that drestic cuts be made in 
the pictures. 

‘Scarface’ opens June 17 at the 
Empire, marking the first time a 
United Artists’ production has been 
released in a Metro house. 

‘Public Enemy’ goes to the Regal, 
of course, John Macwell having first 
call on Warner product. 














‘FRANKENSTEIN’ A DUD 
Perlin, May 27. 
Universal’s ‘Frankenstein’ had its 
opening at the Mozartsaal. It was 
started with effective exploitation. 
But the picture made a poor im- 
pression on the press as well as the 
public, and it is not expected to be 
a success in the German province. 





GEORGES OLIVE RETURNS 

Georges Olive, over here 
February to study American ex- 
ploitation for Pathe Cinema, re- 
turned to Paris Saturday (4). 

He sailed on the Ile de France. 





Jones’ Indians 
Hollywood, 

Columbia is combing 
reservation near 
cast on Buck Jones’ 


June 6. 
the Osage 
Riverside 
for its next, 
White Eagle.’ 

Film will have a 
rigine cast with Jones also copper- 
hued. 


} 


complete abo- 





Bascomb Long Termer 
London, June 6. 
A. W. Bascomb, the veteran 
median, signed on long term bj 
Twickenhan Film Studios, 


CO- 





Metro Prepares to 


Open Syncing 


Studios in France If Law Passes 





Aafa Spurts 


Berlin, May 27. 


The Aafa Film Company is to 


| produce nine pictures under the pro- 


season, 





since : 





duction management of Erich Engel. | 
| Harry 


Sokal, former production 
manager of Arnold Fanck’s, 
tain pictures will, in the coming 
also have a production of 
his own with Aafa. Paul Abraham, 
well-known Hungarian operetta 
composer, is to compose an 
etta for Aafa. 

Lil Dagover has been 
star for the new season. 


signed as 


FANCK POLAR VENTURE 
OFF FOR ARCTIC BERG 


Berlin, May 26 

The new Arnold Fanck expedition 
started May 23 for Greenland, the 
headquarters to be Umanak. 
picture, ‘S. O. S. Iceberg,’ is to be 
taken on an iceberg. Producer is 
Universal. The 2,000 ton steamer 
Borodin sails under the English flag 


and has been chartered for eight 
months. Commander is Knud Ras- 
mussen. Production Manager, Paul 


Kohner. 

The two famous polar explorers, 
Dr. Fritz Lowe and Dr. Ernst Sorge, 
survivors of the German Wegner 
expedition, will be scientific ad- 
visers. They are to continue their 
research work, which is to be made 
known in the picture itself. 

Lloyd’s wrote thé insurance on 
the expedition, this being one of the 
largest coverages ever written for a 
picture, 

Two biplanes and one monoplane 
are taken along. The Danish gov- 
ernment has taken steps to assem- 
ble 150 of the best Kajakmen in 
Umanak, who will take part in the 
picture. The picture is to be made 
in three versions, German, English 
and French. 


MAJORS, INDIES ALLIED 
IN FRENCH PRODUCTION 


Paris, May 27. 

Major producers are increasingly 
producing in participation with in- 
dies, who usually bring in the scen- 
ario and part of the financing, 
frequently taking charge of pro- 
duction, majors supplying the pro- 
duction facilities and distribution. 

This permits the majors to pro- 
duce with reduced financing and 
organization. Latest arrangements 
of this kind are G. F. F. A. with 
Leon Poirier, who is to make four 
productions for them. 

Natan and Osso have several 
times used a similar system. 











Paris Hideaway Coins 
Money with Silents 


Paris, May 28. 

A 350-seat barn, styled Corso- 
Opera, opening from a hole on the 
boulevard and without sound equip- 
ment, is doing comparatively big 
business by reviving old silent hits 
with a name and plenty of action. 

Personnel consists of the owner 
in the cash box, one pianist, an op- 
erator with a weak lantern, and a 
few usherettes living on tips. Cur- 
rent show is Garbo’s first hit, ‘Rue 
Sans Joie.’ 

Long runs are the rule of the 
house, which plays afternoon and 
evening at the comparatively high 
scale of 24 and 40 cents, 

It is practically the only house 
in Paris playing old silent hits, with 
unequipped neighbs unable to se- 
cure enough of this kind of product 
for weekly changes and compelled 


|to use fillers. 


cides for romantic 





Twa. Russian Suicides 


Moscow, May 26. 
Soviet film world recently lost 
two well-known figures, both sui- 


causes. 


First is Vladimir Filipovsky, di- 
rector of Mezhrapom motion pic- 
ture factory here. He shot him-/| 
self. Second is M. Aronson, art- 
director for Soyuzkino film trust 
He hanged himself. 

Weather 
Paris, June 6. 


Tt was a bleak week-end, weather: 


' helping city film theatres, 


moun- | 


oper- | 


The 


+ —_—_—— 


Hollywood, June 6, 
heaviest contributor of 
|foreign version pictures and here- 
tofore opposed to any of this type 
production in Europe, figures that 
it will have to shift its multi- 
lingual department abroad if the 
threatened French law on syne 
chronizations through. 

Work is now being pushed to get 
} out as many as poss:ble during the 
|next month, with the thought on 
the Metro lot that a decision will 
be made within the next three 
weeks. 

With 


Metro, 


oes 
eoes 


market cur- 
rently best for this studio's 
| dubbed versions, company believes 
| it would not pay to make contribu- 
| tions for this language abroad alone 
while maintaining a department 
| here for the other tongues. Also 
iit is felt that Germany will follow 
;suit if France puts the proposed 
law into effect. 

Meanwhile Metro continues to 
import French, German and Italian 
| players for voice purposes. Around 
20 have arrived at the studio within 

the last six weeks, all recruited by 
| George Kann, on his recent survey 
in Europe. 

Kann has taken 
foreign department. 


Hope in New Treaty 

With France’s new quota law on 
films still in abeyance, American 
producers are hopeful that it may 
be enacted. The deadline is July 1. 

New hope that the new regula- 
tions might not be decreed has 
come by way of reports that a re- 
cently concluded most favored 
treaty agreement with France 
through efforts of U. S. Ambassador 
Edge. Latter is due from abroad 
today (7) when the terms of the 
agreement may become known. 
First dispatches make no mention 
of films among the articles of im- 
port named in the treaty and cov- 
|ering some 470 or so subjects. 
| This agreement which is stated 
; to have been approved by both the 
|}retiring Premier Andre Tardieu and 
ithe incoming Premier Edouard 
|Lierriot may have a most concili- 
ating effect on the present picture 
situation abroad for both France 
and America and which is mostly 
desired. 

Yet while American companies 
are apprehensive of the new quota 
laws some thought relief is found 
in the fact that the permits under 
the new regulations were to be 
handled by the American Chamber 
of Commerce in Paris. This evi- 
dently was a semi-political move 
to avoid an altogether unfriendly 
feeling bewteen the two races. 

The proposed law itself provides 
some elasticity. Article 7 sets up 
the following condition: 

Open to Revision 

‘Article 7. Every three months, 
the Superior Council will investi- 
gate the situation resulting to ex- 
hibitors from the application of the 
present regulations. It will have 
full power if the necessity therefor 
is clearly demonstrated, to change 
the number of foreign films pro- 
duced in the French language the 
exhibition of which may be au- 
thorized in France during the fol- 
lowing quarter.’ 

From the French angle where 
the rub may come should the new 
quota laws be enacted is that the 
regulations may cause a shortage 
of product for France, itself. There 
are around eight houses in Paris 
‘alone that depend almost entirely 
/on American made fiims. 

The quota would have damaged 
the Metro outfit mostly as that 
company and Paramount provide 
|} most of the imported product France. 
| Par has its Joineville plant to over- 
|come the quota. 

Par’s next season’s program calls 
|\for around 15 films to be made in 
| Paris. Eventuality of the quota 
;enactment, however, may throw the 
Joineville plant open to all Amer- 
ican producers by Par on some 
| kind of space leasing. basis or part- 


the French 


the 


charge of the 














nership with Par for either orig- 
inals or dubbed product. 
| The heaviest dubber on the 
American side is Metro. 


PERCEVAL’S NEW JOB 


London, June, 6. 
Huch Perceval, script writer of 
These Charming People’ and as- 
istant production manager for Par- 


amount British, shifts jobs with the 
labandonment of proluction activity 


by the American company here. 
He goes back to Gainsborough 
} Pictures as head scenarist. 
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ROXY’S FUTURE 
VERY VAGUE 


—_——_——_— 


That notice has been served to all 
employees of the Roxy terminating 


| 


Effie Ziegler Trying to 
Have Chi Club Women 


Chicago, June 6. 
Effie ‘Pinkie’ Ziegler, deposed head 
of the locat film censor board when 
the city council voted that orgam 


their employment with the house as | zation out by abolishing its budget, 
of June 16 created sundry reports doesn't intend to give up her reign- 

, i ing 17 years on the board without a 
concerning its closing. Popular im- ficht. She has lined up the club 
pression is that after the Friars’| women of this city in a frantic ef- 
Frolic stage presentation, starting fort to keep her job and the board 

. Pe : going, 

Friday (10), the house will take th: Civic Jadies have petitioned and 
mothballs, Statements from Harry | yor, granted a hearing before the 
G. Kosch, lawyer, and temporary }city finance committee on June 10 
receiver, is that such notice wasj|at which time the council men will 


made under the requirement of law 


under receivership circumstances 


and that the house was not sched- 


listen to the femme plea. Mayor 
Cermak, however, says he will play 
no favorites when it comes to cut- 
ting expenses of the city. He can see 





vled to close on that day. no reason to maintain salaries of 
eight censors at an appropriation 
Kosch's term as temporary re- that reached over $33,000 last year. 
ceiver expires on that date, but a Behind ‘Pinkie’ Ziegler’s crying, 
hearing on the question of making | the local women’s clubs are being 
the receivership permanent is to be | led into making a formal protest. At 
ie ' . ithe same time the tadies are auto- 
held June 13 before Federal Judge | atically rejecting a previously 
Francis Caffey. If the house will | proposed amendment to the budget 
close definitely will become known | which would provide for three out- 
on this day. | side censors at no pay, which the 
Roxy creditors, who, at their first Chicago Women’s Club would have 
meeting about a week age, voted/the privilege to appoint. 
confidence in the present receiver- One of ‘Pinkie’s’ arguments in 
ship, held another meeting yester- | favor of her board is that she took 
day (6) at the offices of Attorney [in $64,000 in fines last year, while 
Abram Straus. They may file an only spending $27,000 of the appro- 
independent brochure at the hear- | priated $33,000. In that same year 
ing June 13. the thriving censor board rejected 
Committee decided to interview;| more than 200 reels of film and 


receiver Kosch today (Tues.) to get 
his views and upon them to base a 
decision whether or not to file their 
own petition when the present re- 
ceivership is up in court, June 13. 

Creditors are understood desirous 
of knowing the future of the spot 
and the likely financial connection 
of the present receivership, with 
Herbert Lubin, who is in as assist- 
ant to Kosch, Lubin is reported as 
still holding an unpaid balance of 
some $900,000 from Fox Theatres 
on tke original sale of control of 
Roxy Theatres Corp. to William Fox 
for a sum figured at $4,500,000 by 
Sawyer and Lubin. The sum due 
Lubin is said to have been person- 
ally endorsed by William Fox. 

There are some 138 creditors of 
the Roxy so far known. The list 
includes bankers, newspapers, pic- 
ture companies, a couple of hotels 
and many individuals, altogether 
representing an estimated $100,000 
or more. 


WALLERSTEIN BEHIND 
B-K SPLURGE IN CHI 


Chicago, June 6. 

With the advent of Dave Waller- 
stein in the B&K organization as 
district manager of all the de luxe 
houses, the local situation is assum- 
ing a new front. Wallerstein, for- 
mer assistant to John Balaban in 
New York, appears to have been 
vested with full authority, which 
includes special exploitation and 
bookings of stage attractions. 








One of the first moves made by 


Wallerstein, upon his taking charge 
here, was the booking of Rudy Val- 
lee, the Howard Bros., Ray Bolger 
and Joan Abbott, from ‘Scandals,’ 
which closed here last week. Under 
Wallerstein’s direction more money 
names are now being lined up and 
with the home office sanctioning his 
moves. 

Waillerstein’s position is unique in 
that Walter Immerman is_ still 
the divisional director, Heretofore, 
neither Immerman nor any other 
B&K department head had the au- 
thority to close important bookings 
without the New York okay. 


Acting as assistant to Waller- 
stein, in a general capacity. is 
Charles Kurtzman, formerly with 


Fox-West Coast, later a Publix divi- 
sion manager. 


Greeks Have a Word 
For Baker’s Optimism 


Hollywood, June 6, 

With $1,100 earned savings, Tom 
Baker, co-proprietor of the Rain- 
bow Grill in Hollywood, has pur- 
chased California state rights to 
‘Such Is Life,’ Greek talker, from 
the Hellenic Cinema Corp of New 
York. 

‘The way I figure it,’ says Baker, 
‘there are 20,000 Greeks like me in 
San Francisco who will be willing 
to pay $1 apiece to see this picture. 


made over 3,000 cuts. 


Col’s Eight Coast P. A.’s 
Must Plug Only Films 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Figuring that Columbia’s new 
season's product can stand plenty 
of press plugging, Harry Cohn has 
okayed the addition of five men to 
the publicity staff. 
Three will be added to the studio 
préss department under Hubert 
Voight. George Brown, advertising 
and publicity director in the New 
York office, will add two. One of 
the men in the home office will be 
detailed to contact magazines other 
than trade and fan publications. 
Idea ‘is to get- general stories in 
non-theatrical papers with Colum- 
bia mentioned. 
Cohn has given orders that only 
Columbia be plugged in the press 
blurbs. Execs will have to be sat- 
isfied with seeing their names on 
credit titles. Cohn claims he won't 
make an exception of himself. 
With the new additions the press 
department personnel is increased 
to eight. Until three months ago 
the studio publicity crew consisted 
of the head, an assistant and a 
stenog. 


Harry Cohn arrives in New York 
today (Tuesday) with the regular 
Columbia convention crowd. He will 
remain here about a week, or 10 
days. 

George Brown, firm’s pub and ad. 
director, got in with Cohn, and has 





Help Retain Her Post 





There's $20,000 already.’ 


been given extended executive 
powers including supervision of 
Coast publicity This offsets previ- 
ous belief that Cohn was trying to 
make the Coast end function as a 
disseminating headquarters under 
his personal supervision. 


Col’s Mag Tie-Ups 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Columbia has a new idea for 
magazine buildups on stories before 
release, Deals have been made 
with ‘Liberty’ and ‘True Stories’ to 
take titles and plot outlines created 
by the studio intended for produc- 
tion. 





No money passes in either direc- 
tion and Columbia gets the public- 
ity while the mag gets the material. 
Each figures an even break. 

‘Liberty’ will run ‘No More Or- 
chids,’ by Grace Perkins, and ‘The 
Double,’ which Clara Beranger will 
write from the experiences of a 
femme film double. 

‘True Story’ will have ‘The Air 
Hostess,’ also by Grace Perkins, and 
‘Pearls and Emeralds,’ 
is just a title. 


which so far 


‘TARZAN’ TEAM AGAIN 


Hollywood, June 6. 





Still Pursued 


Dallas, June 6. 

Already experiencing plenty 
grief through charges of vio- 
lating federal lottery laws via 
his Mexican radio station, Will 
Horwitz, Texas indie ramrod, 
has prospects of more misery 
from the licker cops. 

Now indicted for alleged 
liquor possession, following 
raid on his border home. 











Ga. Theatre Bombing 
Brings 2 Indictments, 


Including for Murder 


Atlanta, June 6. 

Two indictments charging felony, 
one of which carries a death penalty 
and the other assault with intent to 
murder, were returned by the Ful- 
ton Grand Jury Friday (3) after- 
noon against Boyce Means, T. A. 
Carmichael and Harmon Moseley 
for a bombing Keith’s Georgia the- 
atre Monday night. One indictment 
charges felony against the defend- 
ants on three counts, charging they 
set off a bomb in a room occupied 
by the Keith’s Georgia theatre, lo- 
cated in the Henry Grady Hotel 
building in which people dwell and 
lodge. The second count charges 
setting off a bomb in a room where 
a large audience of men, women and 
children were assembled, and the 
third count charges setting off a 
bomb for the purpose of damaging 
and injuring a building known a 
the Keith’s Georgia theatre. 

The second indictment charges as- 

sault with intent to murder against 
the three defendants in six counts. 
The various counts include the 
names of persons against whom the 
assault to murder was alleged to 
have been made with reckless dis- 
regard for human life. 
The bombing occurred within a 
few weeks after the house, operated 
by R. B. Wilby, had discharged all 
union employees. 


U Is Willing to Invest 
$500,000 in U-Boat Pic 


Universal City, June 6. 
Universal’s belief in a U-boat 
story has been buoyed up agaiin. 
Studio now sees a lot of possibili- 
ties in a German submarine pic- 
ture and has assigned John Huston 
to write a new yarn with William 
Wyler. Latter will direct. 
Difficulty of obtaining U-boats 
for the film, one of chief reasons 
for scrapping previous stories, will 
probably be overcome by a location 
trip to Kiel, Germany. 

Carl Laemmle, Jr., who ordered 
work started from New York, will 
invest $500,000 in the picture if 
Huston and Wyler can turn out a 
good story. 

Sam Goldwyn’s production of Sid- 
ney Howard's ‘U-Boats’ rests upon 
his ability to secure the necessary 
atmospheric shots of naval war- 
fare and submarine maneuvers. 
Producer is now scouting film libra- 
ries for this material. 
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Pooling Idea 


(Continued from page 4) 


paper, etc.), would be if conducted 
under a centralized medium. 

The job is admitted by some of 
the executives engaged in the un- 
dertaking to be a new kind of re- 
search in pictures and replete with 
knotty problems which can _ be 
solved only by constant application 
to company books and charts. It 
is figured that it will be several 
months at the earliest before this 
work is completed. Right now, it 
is pointed out, there are certain 
organizations in the field which are 
not even familiar with details of 
their own unit costs under the pres- 
ent distribution system. 

Today there are approximately 
320 exchange headquarters of major 
companies in the 31 key centers. 
So far, in the preliminary discus- 
sions for centralization, there is no 
indication that any of these ex- 
changes will be eliminated in their 
entirety. Certain departments only 
in each exchange will be merged. 

At present the plan is to retain 
full sales’ forces, These _ sales’ 
forces will continue functioning in 


Johnny Weismuller and Maureen| their exhibitor relationships as al- 
O'Sullivan will be teamed again in| ways, with the same competitive 
Metro’s sequel to ‘Tarzan.’ 3ud| 4ggressiveness as in the past. It’s 


Barsky is writing it. 
Filming is several months off. 


merely that after sales are effected 
that some _ centralized shipping 





Conneitel Closings 
In St. L. Cold; Add 
Stage Show Strength 


St. Louis, June 6. 
Move by a group of neighborhood 
picture theatres to have all cinema 


houses here agree to close for the 
summer has fallen through. Some 


of the nabes will close, as those 
without cooling systems are certain 
not to try operation in hot weather. 

Managers of all the first-runs 
deny they will participate in any 
concerted closing move, and just to 
prove they are going to do their best 
to stick it out during the torrid 
spell, each has announced plans for 
getting in extra business. Plans in- 
clude augmented stage shows by the 
Ambassador and Fox. 


Cute Flatfeet 





(Continued from page 3) 


Chief Charles C. Blair. A former 
jockey for a wealthy Canadian dis- 
tiller, Chief Blair stepped into the 
job 15 years ago without any pre- 
vious police experience. 

Stars Not to Blame 

said Chief Blair, ‘should 
at the home of a star for 
the star is not responsible 
cause his name to be headlined all 
over the country? Majority of 
times the hell raisers weren’t in- 
vited anyway. Yet the host’s repu- 
tation must suffer, 

‘Newspapers’ shouldn't 
story out of it. 

‘If a prominent player receives 
threatening letters, and we let the 
newspapers have it, other criminals 
get the same idea. Same goes for 
a kidnapping threat. 
‘If one of my men 
drunk, Blair continued, 
straighten him out and send him 
home in a taxi. That’s not news.’ 

Like Hotel 

Beverly Hills’ jail in the new city 
hall doesn’t need iron bars. No 
sane bum or vagrant would want 
to break out. Every bed has a 
feather pillow, bedding changed for 
every prisoner, and a drinking 
fountain and toilet im every cell. 
Instead of prison grey, the bars are 
cream colored. 

There is no one in the jail. 

One of the special services Chief 
Blair gives to citizens is placing 
a special watch on houses while 
owners are on vacations, and hiring 
and supervising their private 
watchmen. For houses with absent 
owners a special detail picks up 
papers on the front steps, puts 
milk bottles in the garage, and 
takes charge of packages left by 
delivery boys. It’s all to keep from 
tipping off that no one is home. 

Special solicitor’s licenses are in- 
tended to keep job hunters, racket- 
eers, sellers of stolen’ goods, 
phoneys, guys looking for handouts 
and others to bother residents. 

If a resident is entertaining 
guests, cops watch ail cars parked 
in front and even check equipment. 
They write down license numbers 
so if a thief slips in they can locate 
him more easily. When a new fam- 
ily moves in Chief Blair sends them 
a long list of do’s and don’t’s to 
help protect themselves. 

A light in empty houses must be 
left on from 7 p.m. to 9 a.m. 
Chief Blair has a staff of 40 po- 
licemen and 25. special plain- 
clothes’ men to cover the Iess than 
five square miles of Beverly Hills. 
Seven police cars cruise and pass 
down each street once every half 
hour. Town has 20,000 people, about 
12% being connected with pictures. 
Peculiarily, the large estate at 
the upper hilly end of Beverly Hills 
are easier to watch than ordinary 
residences with just a lawn. Es- 
tates usually have three to four 
dogs and several servants. Invaders | 
are afraid to take a chance. 

3everly Hills is just a studio bed- 
room, says Chief Blair. Boudoirs 
should always be private, 


‘Why,’ 
a fight 
which 


make a 


picks up a 
we try to 





BILL PINE TO PAR STUDIO 
William Pine, under Bill Hol- 
lander in the B. & K. advertising 


department in Chicago, has left for 
the Coast to become attached to the 
Paramount _ studio under Arch 
Reeve, 

Pine will create new ideas for ex- 
ploitation of Par stars and new 
product. 





center will be utilized to eliminate 
duplications. Prints, paper, acces- 
sories, etc., could be shipped out of 
a common clearing house in each 
key, the maintenance cost of such 
to be pro rata among the major 





————, 


Film Scarcity 
Chicago's New | 
Single Pic Hope 


Chicago, June 6. 
According to the prints now wait« 
ing in the local exchange shops, not 
more than four films per week will 


be available for release locally in 


July,’ This i: a drop of more than 
100% from the usual number of 
pictures on the flicker’ release 


schedule for each week. 

To film row it means the partial 
droppirg of double features 
July, and 
tight for 


for 
if the releases remain 


some time, the possible 


permanent elimination of the 
bills, 
such a scarcity of flickers even 
the tightest of release months. 

Result is demonstrated forcibly 
with the Publix-B. & K. lineup for 
the possible July showings in which 
a number of flickers are down on 
the books for single featuring 
strictly. This is a distinct departure 
for this circuit, which. has con- 
stantly refused to budge from its 
double feature basis. It will play 
a number of films strictly on the 
single-o during the coming sume. 
mer months. 

Film industry locally is watching 
the developments closely, since it’s 
admitted that if the houses even 
manage to hold their present pa- 
tronage on the singles, that the 
twin-bill disease will be finally 
cured locally. For even on that 
trade the theatres will build an ine 
creased profit, caused by the heavy 
savings on the film bills. 


twin 


Never before has there been 


in 


PUBLIX WANTS 25-50%, 
RENTAL CUTS IN MINN. 


Minneapolis, June 16. 
Publix is asking for a 50% reduc- 
tion in its $3,000 per week rental 
on the 4,200-seat Minnesota theatre 
now closed. A reduction of 25% on 
other leased houses of the North- 
west circuit also has been sought. 
Owners are reported having ree 
fused any rent concessions, claime- 
ing their particular theatres are 
still moneymakers and that they 
can obtain other tenants. 





Parsons’ Charity 


(Continued from page 3) 


narrate that she will get a similar 
amount for her services as mistress 
of ceremonies as she is to interview 
these stars over the ether. Then 
the Los Angeles ‘Examiner,’ for 
whom she writes here, is to get a 
similar portion of the take, with no 
mention made whether that publica- 
tion has a charity angle or will add 
it to income. 

Agent’s 10 
Frank Orsatti, local agent now in 
New York, is awaiting the okay to 
sign with the General Motors group 
for the series at $3,500 each and he 
will get 10% of the gross. 
Number of producers are burned 
at the plan, claiming it will create 
a precedent in anyone in trying to 
sell similar ideas for screen charity 
purposes, as well as antagonize ex- 
hibitors who have been complaining 
about free appearances at showtime 
taking awiy prospective boxoffice 
patrons. They feel it would be a 
better plan for the studios to sube- 
scribe the amount the Hearst chat- 
terer promises the fund than face 
the consequences of the stunt. 
Several stars who were approached 
on the Parsons routine turned the 
proposition down, claiming that in- 
terviews on the air usually resulted 


in embarrassing aftermaths and 
that they would prefer to donate 
$1,000 themselves from radio ap- 


pearances they could do, if accord- 
ed the privilege, and still make a 
profit of from $1,500 to $2,500 on 
the deal. 

In new contracts being made with 
all players, Metro has inserted a 
clause whereby if the players do 
any radio work either on their own 


or company time, M-G is to get @ 
25% revenue. Company also has 


the right to read and okay all ma- 
terial which may be used for broad- 
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AND 


FIRST NATIONAL 


ARNER BROS. 





WILL DELIVER 
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PICTURES ror 1932-33" 


We promise you just one thing about 


these 60 pictures—that they will be. 


as good as we know how to make 
them... And the past six months 
have proved that we know how 
to make good pictures. 


We will match product—not adjec- 
tives—with others. 


Superlatives are puny compared to 
the towering Fact that these pictures 
will be planned and issued by the 
same production and star talent that 
have turned out the bulk of the in- 
dustry’s profitable product during 
the current season. 


* * * 


We will make NO promises at this 
time as to the details of the complete 
list. Such_ ‘promises have never 
‘been kept 1 in the whole history of. 


this industry—and never will be 
kept by any company alert to the 
shifting tastes and changing trends 
of audience demands. 


YET WARNER BROS.’ AND 
FIRST NATIONAL’S PLANS 
ARE ACTUALLY MORE DEF- 
INITE THAN ANY EVER SUB- 
MITTED IN THE HISTORY OF 
THE BUSINESS! 


We come to you with more con- 
crete, tangible product than any 
company has ever been able to offer 
at the opening of a selling season. 


Never has there been presented 
such thorough evidence of ample 
resources to supply you with money- 
making attractions throughout the 


coming year! 


VITAGRAPH, INC., DISTRIBUTORS 


30 each from 
Warner Bros. 


and 
First National. 


Kk 

Plus 6 “FOUR- 
STAR” WEST- 
ERNS(Seesixth 


page) 
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Star followings form the vital nu- 
cleus of every exhibitor’s ““market’’, 
The bigger the star, the larger the 
patronage on which you can def- 
initely count regardless of story or 
production values. 


That is why it is so important to 
examine Warner Bros.’ and First 
National’s star lists and to check 
them carefully with the star values 
offered elsewhere. 


Box-office records, fan mail, pub- 


GEORGE ARLISS 
WILLIAM POWELL | 
KAY FRANCIS 
JAMES CAGNEY > 
BARBARA STANWYCK 
CONSTANCE BENNETT 
DOUG. FAIRBANKS, Jr. 
LORETTA YOUNG 
WARREN WILLIAM 
BETTE DAVIS 


These pictures will be covered 
by The Box-Office Insurance 


22 STAR NAMES 


licity lineage, are eloquent assur- 
ance that these glamorous person- 
alities will, on their names alone, 


players on the screen today. 


Enough genuine favorites to sup- 
ply not one, but several authentic 
marquee names in every cast... 


Including the most remarkable 


collection of established New Stars 
ever developed in a single season. 


RUTH CHATTERTON 
RICHARD BARTHELMESS | 
EDWARD G. ROBINSON 

JOE E. BROWN 
JOAN BLONDELL 
GEORGE BRENT. 
ANN DVORAK 
DAVID MANNERS 
GUY KIBBEE 
VIVIENNE OSBORNE 
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As certain as the calendar — 
here is exactly what you will 
get from Warner Bros. and 
First National right up to 
January Ist! 


The first dated announcement 
ever issued! 


Not mere story properties—but 
blue-printed plans based on 
actual production progress. 


We urge you to read this 


4-months’ program most care- 
fully. 


It speaks for itself. 


We believe you will find it the 
most inspiring message that 
you have heard in years! 


A Feat Unprecedented 
in Production Annals! 


THE FIRST 4 


MONTHS RELEASES 
ARE SET AND 
SCHEDULED! 






FOR SEPTEMBER 





Sept. 3—EDWARD G. ROBINSON in “TIGER SHARK"** 
With Zita Johann, Richard Arlen. 


Sept. 10—RUTH CHATTERTON in “CHILDREN OF PLEASURE"** . 


From the best-seller by Larry Barretto. With 
George Brent, Hardie Albright. 


Sept. 17—JOE E. BROWN in “YOU SAID A MOUTHFUL"** 


With Gloria Shea. 
Sept. 24—GEORGE ARLISS in “A SUCCESSFUL CALAMITY"* 


From the famous play by Clare Kummer. With 


Mary Astor, Grant Mitchell, Hardie Albright, 
William Janney. 


SFOR OCTOBER 


Oct. 1 —“BLESSED EVENT”* with LEE TRACY 


From the biggest stage comedy smash of 1932. 
With Mary Brian, Frank McHugh. 


Oct. 8 — RICHARD BARTHELMESS in “CABIN in the COTTON"** 


From the best-seller by Harry Harrison Kroll. 


With Bette Davis, Dorothy Jordan, Henry B. 
Walthall, Dorothy Peterson. 


Oct. 15—“REVOLT"** with DOUG. FAIRBANKS, JR. 
And Nancy Carroll, Lilyan Tashman. 


Oct. 27— BARBARA STANWYCK in “THE PURCHASE PRICE”* 





tA First National Picture 





*A Warner Bros. Picture 


a 
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FACT NO. 





10 


_of these productions 


ev READY AUGUST 1° 


FOR NOVEMBER 


Nov. 5 —“LIFE BEGINS”** with LORETTA YOUNG 
And Eric Linden, Aline MacMahon. 


Nov. 12— WILLIAM POWELL, KAY FRANCIS 


in “ONE-WAY PASSAGE”* ; 
With Aline MacMahon, Frank McHugh. 


Nov. 19— JOE E. BROWN in “CAMPUS HERO"** 
Nov. 26—“20,000 YEARS IN SING SING"** with George Brent 


From best-seller by Warden Lawes of Sing Sing. 


FOR DECEMBER 


Dec. 3—“THREE ON A MATCH’** with JOAN BLONDELL 


Warren William, Ann Dvorak, Bette Davis. 


Dec. 10— EDWARD G. ROBINSON in “SILVER DOLLAR"** 
With Bette Davis, Aline MacMahon, Alan Dinehart. 


Dec. 17—“I AM A FUGITIVE”* with PAUL MUNI 


From the best-seller by Robert E. Burns. 


Dec. 24— GEORGE ARLISS in “THE ADOPTED FATHER”* 
Dec. 31—“THEY CALL IT SIN’** with LORETTA YOUNG 


David Manners, George Brent, Una Merkel. 


(This schedule will. be changed only if it is to 





Think of it! Twenty-five 
percent of the entire sea- 
son’s program actually out 
of the studio A FULL 
MONTH before the sea- 
son’s opening! 


READY for nation-wide 
trade showings! 


FINISHED PRODUCT 
for you to inspect and jude 
as concrete samples of the 
quality you can depend 
upon from Warner Bros. 
and First National. 


No need to tell you that this 
is unexampled in your or any 
other exhibitor’s experience. 


Think what such a policy 
means to you... Then think 
what it signifies as to the 
stability and resources of 
the organization that dares 
to sponsor it! 


VITAGRAPH, INC., DISTRIBUTORS 


your interest to do 
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THE TREMENDOUS DEMAND FOR 
ACTION DRAMAS WILL BE FILLED BY 


6 “FOUR-STAR* 
WESTERNS 


{IN ADDITION TO WARNER BROS. AND FIRST NATIONAL’S LIST OF 60) 


Featuring J 0 u Ni WAYN J And His Devil Horse 


6 thrill-loaded, suspense-packed sages of the wide open spaces starring John Wayne, 
young he-man star of “The Big Trail,” and Duke, his devil horse. 


Every one of them photographed in the colorful natural backgrounds of the Far West. 
Every one of them brimful of stirring adventure and heart-pounding romance. 


Westerns in every sense of the word, yet so perfectly produced as to be worthy of 
the finest theatres in the country! 


VITAPHONE 


will put into operation ambitious plans for still finer 


SHORT SUBJECTS 


While others concentrate on cutting production costs, Warner Bros, will 
launch a definite drive to heighten still further the quality of Vitaphone Shorts. 


CONDENSED VERSIONS OF FAMOUS MUSICAL COMEDIES 
will open an entirely new stage in Short Subject progress. 


6 TECHNICOLOR MUSICAL SPECIALS ‘will duplicate the glamor 
of the most expensive stage shows. 


BRILLIANT NEW HEADLINE NAMES that you would expect to 
find starred in features, will be added to the Big-V comedies, 


"These are just afew of many evidences that Vitaphone will not be content 
to rest on its laurels as the acknowledged Leader in the Short Subject field! 





















PAST PERFORMANCE 
IS THE ONLY 


PROOF 


OF FUTURE QUALITY 


Past Performance is the only logical, dependable assurance that even the most earnest promises can 
be fulfilled. That is why Warner Bros.’ and First National's announcement needs no hysterical claims. 


Straight-thinking, business-minded showmen will continue to depend upon the companies that have 
consistently justified the confidence of the exhibitor. 


And no organization has so clearly earned that confidence as have ," /) 


WARNER BROS. and FIRST NATIONAL 
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‘Stock Market 





(Continued from page 7) 


among them the amusements. That 
acted as a brake upon a rally in the 
picture group. 

The amusement bonds were con- 
spicuously uncertain. The only is- 
sue that got into the move ap- 
preciably was Loew and the run up 
in that lien was rather conserva- 
tive considering the spectacular im- 
provements elsewhere among indus- 
trial loans. Issue marked up a net 
gain for the week of 3 points, plac- 
ing it at 70, or about 6 points above 
its recent all time bottom. 


The two Paramount bonds moved 
up about the same extent net—18% 
for the old, up 3 from the extreme 
low, and 17% for the newer 5%%’s, or 
£14 above the not so far back low. 
The RKO debentures never gave the 
surrounding activity a tumble, re- 
maining within a fraction of 50, all 
time bottom, and remaining neglect- 
ed. Warner Bros. 6’s hit a spec- 
tacular new law at 9% on the news 
of a new legat move toward a re- 
ceivership, and managed to recover 
from that level, only by about 2, 


ending the week at 11%. Keith 
bonds had a new sinking spell 
touching 24 and ending the week 


listless at 25, practically at the bot- 
tom. 
Bond Pool Benefits 


These price quotations hoid out 
no great hope that the bankers’ 
stabilization activities are likely to 
bring prompt help to the ailing 
amusement industry. Certainly such 
price developments furnish a rather 
convincing testimonial that market 
interests whose efforts were direct- 
ed to anticipate bank buying looked 
for no special aid for the theatre 
liens. Against the trivial improve- 
ment disclosed in the group, prob- 
ably averaging less than 2 points, 
leading obligations throughout the 
list were up from 8 to more than 10. 

Logic of the situation is this: As 
soon as it became certain that the 
bankers were going to take a hand 
at stabilization, there were prompt 
spec.ilative purchases, the buyers 
bidding rather frantically and pick- 
ing the issues which seemed most 
likely to attract banks. Understand- 
ing of statements so far issued, is 
that the bank policy. contemplates 
no philanthropy. The pool will buy 
zood bonds when they are on the 
bargain counter, to hold them as an 
investment and when there is a bet- 
ter market sell them at a profit. 

The almost unanimous disinclina- 
tion of these probably prophetic 
bond-buying early birds to bid for 
amusement liens augurs no specially 
bright prospect for them under the 
new station, leaving their con- 
valescence to the improvement in 
general business. 

Comparatively speaking, the 
amus*ment stocks made a better 
showing on the recovery than did 
the bonds. Loew’s was up 1% net 
on the week and 3 and a fraction 
above the bottom. Oddly enough the 
preferred stock did not follow its 
junior issue to any extent. This is 
said to be a characteristic feature 
of market turnarounds, but it had 
a disheartening look, in the face of 
the senior Loew's apparent safety 
and high yield... The same condi- 
tion applied to the Metro- Goldwyn 
preferred, the only issue of that 
name traded in anywhere, common 
stock in its entirety being held by 
Loew’s. 


Bankers and Amusements 
The bank group’s attitude toward 
the amusement bonds will be inter- 
esting to watch and study. Before 
there was a heavy Wall Street in- 
terest in the pictures it was one of 





the tenets of a conservative finan- 
cial faith that investments bankers 
never recommended amusement se- 
curities. Since then the banks have 
got into the amusement business up 
to the chin, and it remains to be 
seen whether they will give it mar- 
ket support, now that it is almost 
friendless. 

It is worth remembering 
Wall Street got into the 
business back in boom 
it looked I‘ke an easy 
stocks to the people. Anything they 
buy now, it seems probable they 
will keep a long time before they 
can pass it along, and any financial 
support they give to the picture 
trade during their buying campaign 
will be eloquent testimonial of their 
intentions, whether honorable or 
otherwise, toward Our Nell. 


In all probability last week’s ex- 
cited boom in the bond market will 
prove to have been something of a 
false start. It doesn’t sound so very 
much like Wall Street bankers to go 
around brass banding intended ac- 
tivities, so that everybody can have 
an early chance to reach for the 
gravy. 

In all likelihood they do not in- 
tend to go very far up bidding for 
securities, but rather to act as a 
reserve in moments of market 
weakness, meanwhile serving as a 
stabilizing influence in the inter- 
ests of public confidence. The mere 
presence of such an instrument as 
the announced group ought to put 
heart into investors, and is bound to 
have that-effect, but the idea that it 
will bring about an immediate price 
recovery all along the line is far 
fetched. 

Probably the market will respond 
to the usual technical considerations 


that 
amusement 
times, when 
matter to sell 


right along. The sudden about- 
face of last Thursday was to be 


looked for, irrespective of a bank 
pool. Stocks were oversold and 
went into a natural rebound when 
Washington news furnished the in- 
centive. They did the same thing 
almost to a day last year, when the 
Hoover moratorium. pronouncement 
caught a crowded short interest 
napping and gave them a bad four 
weeks. 
Possible Courses 


There were evidences yesterday 
that the present rise had begun to 
tire and that a dip was in prospect 
for this week. Such a reaction 
would by no means indicate the 
end.of this rally, but would be en- 
tirely normal, as buyers at the bot- 


tom took profits and new shorts 
came in, sensing an intermediate 
setback, even if the move is des- 


tined to go a great deal farther. 

Last year the moratorium rally 
ran with one main interruption from 
June 7 to the July 4 holiday, scor- 
ing in four weeks an aggregate ad- 
vance of 40 points in the Dow Jones 
index. On its initial burst of ac- 
tivity the market at that time 
climbed 15 points © 2fore a reaction 
came along. The gain to Saturday’s 
close amounted to about half that. 
The minor intermediate setback of 
June, 1931, retraced about half the 
gain before it resumed, which is the 
traditional ebb and flow of such 
ticker movements. 

Different considerations govern 
June, 1932, of course, namely, the 
political situation, with the two 
party national conventions to be held 
this month, but the foreign business 
aspect is clouded again, just as it 
was a year ago, and there are po- 
tentialities in that direction. How 
far 1932 will follow the chart pic- 
ture of 1931 remains for the future 
to disclose, but this year there is 
much more optimism in Wall 
Street than there was a year ago. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, June 4: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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Supervisors’ Pal 





(Continued from page 3) 


Mr. Bern advises hurling the super- 
visor system out of the studio win- 
dow. Its government is too auto- 
cratic to combat internal weakness. 
General Cooperation 

The supervisor, Mr. Bern believes, 
should function anonymously. He 
should not be given screen credit or 
any opportunity to direct his power 
toward personal agrandizement. He 


must realize that his duties are 
those of a consultant, far enough 
removed from the mechanics of 


production to view it in perspective. 

Intelligent directors welcome 
counsel that is properly—which, to 
Mr. Bern means. sensibly and 
courteously—supmitted. They know 
that the directorial conception may 
become ingrown and biased. A 
fresh viewpoint often clears the 
way. 

The supervisor who is a value 
and not a detriment to his lot does 
not confuse his own identity with 
that of his studio assignment. Ideas 
must be.sold for themselves and not 
on the virtue of authority. Sane 
suggestions, sincerely, politely ex- 
tended, will carry through against! 
any amount of potential resistance 
or resentment A good idea will be 
propelled by its initial impetus, 
provided its originator has not 
erected obstructions built by un- 
reasonable domination. 

No one ever hears of the prob- 
lems a supervisor has to put up 
with: temperamental stars, ex- 
travagant directors, all kinds of 
studio bickering. He is the buffer 
between the artistic and business 
staffs. He gets all the grief and 
none of the credit. 

The intelligent supervisor’ will 
not try to impress his own prefer- 
ences on the story with which he 
has to deal, will not permit plot to 
be shunted out of focus by the 
presence of a star, the technique of 
a director. He allows the story to 
tell itself subjectively, to grow out 
of the character deveinnment 
through which it is established. 

‘Plant your characters firmly, 
truthfully, is Mr. Bern’s theory. 
‘They'll take care of themselves. 
Insincerities that were not obvicéis 
in the script will crop up under the 
close scrutiny of studio rushes. 
Watch for them. Eliminate them, 
even tho the re-take process is ex- 
pensive. Careful editing will pro- 
tect your product in the long run. 
Pick up the unsuspected threads 
that weave themselves into a story 
during production. Characters, 
properly nurtured, will work out 
their own destinies.’ 





MATTY KEMP’S FOX TERMER 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Matty Kemp has been given a 
term contract by Fox. 
Now working in Will Rogers pic- 
ture. 
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lacorporations 


CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento, June 6. 

Supreme Screen Service of the West, 
County of Los Angeles. Capital stock 
$25,000. $200 subscribed. Jack Fier, 
Gerson Barth, Leo Freund. 

Universal Musie Co., County of Los 
Angeles, Capital stock $25,000, none sub- 
scribed. Al Nazareth, F. H. Murphy, 
Elsie Penegor. 

Eighth Street Theatre Corp., County of 
Los Angeles. Capital stock $20,000, none 
subscribed. Harry M. Rosenblum, Albert 
Isen, Laurence E. Cohen, M. A. Schulkin. 

Chuck Reisner Sporting Goods Corp., 
County of Los Angeles. Capital stock 
$15.000, none subscribed. F. E. Blodgett, 
Cc. W. Hull, J. J. Lee, J. Mumford. 

Popular Theatres, Inc., County of Los 
Angeles, Capital stock 2,500 shares, none 
subscribed. Jnlius Mackson, Lois Poe, 
Vera M. Brady. 

Los Angeles Morning Telegraph, Inc.. 
County of Los Angeles. Capital 100 
shares, no par value. David H. Jack- 
man, J Roy Myers, William M. Stevens, 
all of 150 Broadway, New York, 

Radio Artists Bureau, Ltd., County of 
Los Angeles. Capital stock 100 shares, 





jar ordinary 


MANAGER HELD 


Fred L. Weiler Arrested for Funds’ 
Misappropriation 


“ushing, L. L, June 6. 

Fred L. Weiler, formerly manager 
of the Victory, in Bayside West, was 
locked up on charge of misappro- 
priating funds of the theatre in- 
trusted to his care. He is being 
held in $3,500 bail, and will appear 
on June 8 before Magistrate Daly in 
the Flushing Court. 

Weiler, who lives in 
managed the theatre since Novem- 
ber, 1930, whenit opened. He is spe- 
cifically charged with taking $748.53, 
although police say that the amount 
is considerably larger. 

The shortage was discovered when 
Weiler was directed to turn over the 
theatre to Clarence Cohen, of 
Brooklyn, who has leased the house 
from Charles Bossert, owner. 


Jamaica, has 


Frisking Patrons 





Dubuque, June 6. 
Frisking patrons at Dreamland is 
procedure to regulars. 
No about the search, but 


bones 


proves disconcerting to stranger 
passing wicket 
Since being victim of chemical 


bombs twice in a month, and black 
powder bombed once, no chance be- 
ing taken for a repetition. 

Looks like spite proposition by 
individual holding grudge against 
owner, although some labor trouble 
in past. 





Sylvia Loves Par 


(Continued from page 2) 
sincerity, whereas they have poise, 
they have screen technique, they're 
at ease. They know everything 
that poor little Miss Sidney has yet 
to find out. 

Naivete 

‘Really, it’s rather ridiculous for 
me to talk about my career—at this 
stage.’ She smiled with frank 
naivete. ‘Why, maybe I have no 
career, no future in pictures. It’s 
still much too early to tell. You 
know, I’m always surprised that 
anyone stays through my pictures. 
I can’t. I simply force myself to 
do it, for that’s how I learn what's 
the matter with me. I have no 
judgment at all about the daily 
rushes. I’ve got to see the thing 
as a whole to discover what’s wrong 
with my work.’ Nor would Miss 
Sidney be consoled by the fact that 
even if her work has rough edges, 
she’. been said to epitomize the sex 
appeal of emotional youth. 

The Waldorf—But Home 

Toiling as hard as she does, 
spending the live-long days at the 
studio and the nights preparing for 
the next day’s work, Miss Sidney 
has had little time to observe Hol- 
lywood as a scene. She came to 
New York this time because the big 
city is ‘home’ to her, and she just 
felt she wanted to ‘come home.’ She 
frequently slips into town for this 
humble reason, she says, but this 
time New York seems a little differ- 
ent. She can’t quite explain why, 
althouga maybe it’s the depression, 
she commented as she twisted her- 
self into another girlish posture on 
the luxuriously upholstered sofa. 

There’s just one thing that she’s 
afraid of happening to her, Miss 
Sidney says, and that’s the tendency 
of picture stars to worry so much 
about how they look, about the ex- 
ternal details of their costumes, 
make-up and coiffures, that they 
forget their inner selves, those hid- 
den, mystic qualities that made 
them in the first place. Miss Sid- 
ney doesn't think she’s beautiful 
and she'll be the most surprised of 
all if the art of the costumer, the 
make-up man and the coiffure can 





$3 subscribed. Frank Joyce, Ralph H. 
Blum Joyce Payne. 

Copy of Principal Distributing Corp. 
city and state of New York, 
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create that illusion about her. Any- 
way she’s going to leave that to 
them and spend her own thoughts 
preserving her own innate individ- 
uality. 

Then, 
picture 


Miss Sidney sees it, 
actresses have to be mighty 
not to tire their audiences. 
play one type all the time, 
if they have no light and shade to 
work, they may burn with a 
flame for a while, but all at 

will go out. Miss Sidney 
have that happen to 
her. But she has complete con 
fidence that the studio will protect 
trusts the studio, for she’s 
property, she say and 
will want to safe- 
Actresses get 
iking 
ffered them and 


too, as 


If they 


once it 


her. She 
the studio's 
surely the studio 
guard its possessions 
to be star she believes by Ir 
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told. 
business, 


Miss 


should be ive like busine yomen 


the best of what 
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30% UNION REDUCTION 
REOPENS 7 IN CHAT’GA 


Chattanooga, June 6. 
A ) weeks’ theatre lockout 
ended last week vhen the operators’ 
union made offers, representing age 
cregate cuts of 30% in scale, to two 
indie corporations which had shut 
down seven houses in protest of the 
high wages cemand>d. 
Indepencent Theatre 

ating five houses, 
Amusement Co., 


Corp., 
and 


opere 
Signal 
operating two, were 
the lock rut companies who 
brought the scale down. They failed, 
however, in their demands to reduce 
a two-man shift and eliminate a 
maintenance man. 

Publix, not closing its 
du.in: the strike but using 
psychology on the union, 
also got a 20% scale reduction and 
the benefit of extra biz while the 
indies were closed. 

When new contracts are 
Sept. 1, another new deal 
pected. 


three 
houses 


the old 


made 
is ex- 


Skouras Gets Radio Film 
In St. L. "Til RKO Opens 


St. Louis, June 6. 

Owing to the shutdown of the 
RKO St. Louis, Radio product may 
zo into the Skouras houses locally, 

RKO, however, intends to hold 
back as much as possible for re- 
opening of its own house in early 
August. 


5 Day Week Or— 


Los Angeles, June 6. 

Operators’ union has notified Fox 
West Coast it will discontinue serv- 
icing the Arlington in Santa Bar- 
bara immediately unless given a 
five-day week contract. 

Warner houses signed a similar 
agreement six months ago which 
permitted them to use one man to 
a booth in smaller houses. 








ESKIMO’S 2D FILM 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Chee Ak, Eskimo player, will go 
north with Metro's ‘Eskimo’ expedi- 
tion with Van Dyke. 

Brought here by Univ erent for the 
lead in ‘Igloo’ he was negotiating 
for personal appearances but turned 
when the Metro proposition was of- 
fered. 

‘Eskimo’ unit leaves Hollywood 
today (Monday) for Seattle, first 
stop en route to Alaska, 





3 WRITERS STICK 
Hollywood, June 6. 

Columbia has exercised its op- 
tions on three writers. Norman 
Krasna, Frank Cavett and Ed 
Roberts have been given exten- 
sions. 

Krasna grabbed the phone and put 
in a long distance to his parents in 
Brooklyn, telling them to come on 
out. 





RUBIN SITTING IN 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Daniel M. Rubin is here to advise 
with Paramount on the script of 
‘Riddle Me This.’ He is not on the 
payroll but came out to see what he 
could do to help put his play over. 
Edmund Loew and Victor Me- 
Laglen are cast for parts and Erle 
Kenton will direct. 





DIANA SINCLAIR'S BREAK 

Signed by Metro a few weeks ago 
for ‘Washington Whirlpool,’ Diana 
Sinclair is set to hop to Sam Golde- 
wyn on completion of that. Gold- 
wyn wants her for Eddie Cantor's 
‘Kid From Spain.’ - 

Metro found Miss Sinclair in 
seamtteatiannee stock a month ago. 








RUFUS KING’S NOVEL TRIP 
Hollywood, June 6. 
brought here by 
‘Mysteries of the 
will be eastbound 


tufus King, 
Radio to adapt 
French Police,’ 
this week. 

He sails to 
a novel. 


Germany to complete 


COLMAN’S HOWARD STORY 


An original by Sidney How ird 
may be Ronald Colman’s first for 
the 1932-33 season. 

Sam Goldwyn does not want to 
start ‘Cyn ra’ a he in't rel ise it 


until after 


Fo x Testing Billie Seward 


Fox 1 ing a test Friday (10) 
ty TPillle Seward, currently in ‘Of 
Thee I Sing,’ Broadway musical. 


Test arrange ert made 
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Talking Shorts 








MILLS BROTHERS 
“1 Ain’t Got Nobody’ 
Max Fleischer Songalog 
7 Mins. 
Rivoli, N. Y. 
Paramount 
Mills Brothers are of considerable, 


if recent radio prominence, and as 


a short constitute a name. Man- 
agers will be the best judges of | 
what they mean on the radio in 


various communities and how much 
they’re worth on the marquee and 
billing. Where strong, Mills boys 
should be given display type in ads. 
Don’t waste this short as a filler or 
in the agate afterthoughts. It’s an 
attraction as well as an entertain- 
ment. 

Max Fleischer has had a number 
of celebs to carry along the white 
dancing all that accents the syl- 
lables in the lyrics. This particular 
release is built around ‘I Ain’t Got 
Nobody,’ which is appropriately 
lowdown for the negroid harmonies 
of the Mills quartet. Usually car- 
toon nonsense is interpolated. These 
shorts have displayed consider- 
able showmanship and progressive 
notions over a period of time and 
are reputed audience favorites. 

Put it on the preferred list. 

Land. 


*LOUD MOUTH’ 
With Matt McHugh, Ray Cooke 
and Franklin Pangborn 
Comedy 
19 Mins. 
Rivoli, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Many a feature these days packs 
less plot, entertainment, laughs and 
production quality than this Del 
Lord directed comedy gem. It’s a 
peach that will please any audience 
and a two-reeler that can help can- 
cel some of the bad flavor of Noppo 
features. It should find plenty of 
play dates. 

Pict has ample precedent in 
screen history, but done brightly 
and blessed. with tempo, it seems 
new and fresh. Rich girl loves ball 
player. Father and her § wealthy 
suitor are disgusted at her choice. 
A lord-laughing fan with a smart- 
aleck uumor has the ball player’s 
goat. Realizing that the obstrep- 
erous fan is an asset to their plans, 
a group of professional gamblers 
take him to the next town for the 
final game of the big series. En 
route he contracts a cold and is 
unable te talk above a whisper. 

From giggles to bellies «he short 
piles up an impressive tally of 
laughs. Land. 


ETHEL MERMAN 


‘Ireno’ 

Skit With Songs 
9 Mins. 

Rivoli, N. Y. 


Paramount 


Ethel Merman is primarily a New 
York personality and will hardly be 
familiar to the hinterland. That 
factor will be weighed by the more 
canny bookers. This is Miss Mer- 
man’s second short for Paramount 
and is, like the other, simply a.. ex- 
cuse for her to sing. She has a 
few lines to speak, a room full of 
stooges in evening attire for back- 
ground, and two numbers. 

Two authors are credited with 
this ‘story.’ They are Andrew Ben- 
nison and Aubrey Scotto with the 
latter also director. Reno is the 
scene and Ethel is about to divorce 
hubby. She is losing her dough 
at the roulette table at the same 
time. In a blue mood she sits down 
in a corner, sees shadows upon the 
wall, bursts into a ballad while the 
shadows, changing, tell the story of 
her busted romance. Hubby re- 
appears and after saying ‘never’ 
twice, Ethel says ‘yes’ and they 
clinch. 

Fair. Land, 


BILLY HOUSE 


‘MEXICO’ 
Travelog 
40 Mins. 


Cameo, New York 
Talking Pict. Epics 

Travel, scenic and semi-scientific 
expedition by Emma-Lindsay Squier 
and John Bransby, apparently on 
their own, in Mexico and Yucatan. 
One of those roving subjects with 
interesting atmosphere and with 
sound effects. Accompanying lec- 
ture is added material. 

Mexican matter is routine, but 
there are absorbing bits taken in 
the Yucatan jungle showing the an- 
cient ruins of Mayan civ.lization, a 
mystery to archeologists. Photo- 
graphic quality is excellent, includ- 
ing some smashing cloud treat- 
ments as incidental] to the straight- 
forward handling of the subject. 

Only defect is the length of the 
release, 40 minutes being a problem 
in the framing of an ordinary pro- 
gram. Special appeal to the grade 
of fans who frequent sure-seaters, 
as here. Probably wouldn’t do in 
average commercial house. Rush. 


HARLEM IS HEAVEN 


(ALL-COLORED) 
(With Songs) 

Lincoln production 
vised by Jack 
directed by Irwin R. Franklin. Special 
musie by Porter Grainger, Joe Jordan, 
Shelton Brooks and Edgar Dorwell. Stars 
Bill Robinson. At Renaissance (Harlem), 
New York, for pop run starting May 27. 
Running time, 69 mine. 





and 
Gol(bers. 


release. Super- 
Written and 


ME Dove shdbatdinnseeleoesut Bill Rebinsona 
a EE OE LPT CTT John Mason 
Stage Manager.......0.. Putney Dandridge 
Money Johngon..........-d Jimmy Baskette 
SOU . Sac penccedhe ¢ines Anise Boyer 
Chummy Wablker............ Henri Wessel! 
Ce Die 5 5ko0s 66 cecede tésebial Alma Smith 
ag SN Is 6 03 066 060s ct ews Rob Sawyer 


Eubie Blake and his orchestra 





‘Harlem Is Heaven’ has one 
strong point in its favor—it’s dif- 
ferent. On theory public is clamor- 
ing for anything that varies the 
steadiness of their film diet, thea- 
tres are now generally welcoming 
anything off the beaten track. This 
inexpensively-made talker, with an 
all-colored cast, might fill the bill. 

Picture falls somewhat in the 
‘freak’ class for that reason. 
Strictly on merit not holding a can- 
dle to Hollywood-made 
‘Harlem Is Heaven,’ however, has 
the odds in its favor as a money- 
maker in many respects. 

It stars Bill Robinson, tap 
dancer, standard in vaude and col- 
ored shows. Where that name and 
artist’s work is known, which vir- 
tually takes in every key in the 
country, there is a certain general 
draw to be expected through the 
Robinson name. 

Among the colored fans of the 
country the picture will receive its 
largest pluy. Holding over at this 
Harlem indie house after a $4,900 
opening week, it’s booked so far in 
around a half dozen keys in houses 
catering to local colored trade. 
The entire South opens up good 
possibilities with its colored fan 
following in both theatres operated 
by whites and by colored indies or 
circuits. 

After the Negro trade is ex- 
hausted, picture may and ought to 
fit into some white houses, notably 
those using double bills. As an 


product, 


sibly for a midnight show it also 
might serve the smaller showman 
valuably. 

Makers of ‘Harlem Is Heaven’ are 
Irving Yates and the partnership 
of Tishman & O'Neal, all of whom 
have been in the vaude producing- 
agenting business for some time 
now. This, through their Lincoln 
company, is their first venture in 
the picture field. 

Robinson t:lker was produced 
fast and inexpensively, its film fac- 
tory cost having been under $50,000. 


| At that initial production outlay it 


looks like a pretty. good netter for 





*The Dunker’ 

18 Mins. 

Loew’s Orpheum, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Not a particularly brilliant exam- 
ple of comedy with the author ap- 
parently hard put to stretch it to 
length. Finally goes burley show. 
House opens in a lunch cart with a 
couple of laughs in a pair of splash 
preventatives as the patrons dunk. 
Decides to go in for more and bet- 
ter dunkeries, and shown as the 
head of a syndicate, on the make 
for a girl who wanis the job as his 
sec. 

Wife tells him he must reduce 
and takes him over to a reduction 
factory. House, in. his efforts to es- 
cape the torture, blunders into the 
women’s department with some ob- 
vious and somewhat raw comedy. 
For the finish the wife is put in the 
steam box and is reduced to a 
dwarf. When the specialist an- 
nounces he is the only person who 
can restore her to normal size, 
House shoots him for the blackout. 

Unoriginal and not cleverly han- 
died. Best for the places where 
thev laugh more easily than they 


Lincoln and the cast, which under 
arrangements shares in any profits. 
Filming in the east under handi- 
caps which are noticeable in the 
finished product, ‘Harlem’ was 
turned out in less than a week, with 
; Some night shooting in a couple of 
|; eastern theatres. 
| There are plenty of rough spots 
in the 69 minutes of the talker’s 
running time, but through a story, 
in spite of its wobbly continuity, 
it manages to hold the interest 
| fairly well. For the colored trade 
| the technical side will 
;}and for the cheaper scale 
| quents with any trade it 
| least prove a novelty. 


not matter, 
subse- 
will at 


| Bill Robinson's personality stands 


out boldly. He’s more an actor 
here than a dancer, though the 
hoofing, including the stair routine, 
is not at all missing in both evi- 
dence and appeal. 

Robinson does a star-director for 
what is represented as a 
theatre, later shifting to a night 
club after differences through a girl 
with the producer, who's after her 
attentions more than her talent. 





think. 


story at an early point, but 

















added attraction for a day or pos- | 


Harlem j 





Miniature Reviews 





‘Harlem in Heaven’ (Lin- 
coln). All-colored cast headed 
by Bill Robinson in novelty 
feature, okay for doubling in 
white houses and surefire in 
negro neighborhoods. 


‘Week-End Marriage’ (FN). 
Unimportant rewrite on fa- 


miliar theme minus necessary 
key strength. 
‘They Never Come _ Back’ 


(Weiss). Acceptable indie story 
with ample action, good cast, 
and standard production values. 
Strictly safe in average neigh- 
borhood houses and can hold 
up for split weeks. 

‘Strangers of the Evening’ 
(Tiff). Attempt at a mirthful 
mystery idea is but midly ef- 
fective. Rather wandering, its 
chief boxoffice shortcoming 
will be paucity of cast names 
for marquee display. An idea 
is that Zasu Pitts is No. 1, but 
her assignment is more or less 
a bit. For the Broadway Par 


showing, the house gave the 
billing to Tiffany Thayer, the 


author. 


‘Forgotten Commandments’ 


(Par). Excessively talky prob- 
lem picture about Soviet Rus- 
sia containing a re-issue of 
Cecil DeMille’s ‘Ten Command- 


ments.’ Not promising much 
at the box office. Slow and 


wishy-washy. 

‘Westward Passage’ (Radio). 
Quiet mannered marital prob- 
lem picture with Ann Harding. 
Slow, prone to be dull and 
hardly warm weather theatre 
inducement. 

‘As You Desire Me’ (M- 
G-M). <A Garbo production 
with all that implies in artistic 
quality and fan appecl, but 
pretty heavy dramatic stuff for 
the generali y. Less at the b.o. 
than Garbo’s best probably, 
but a money picture at that. 

‘Der Schrecxen der Garnison’ 
(Tobis). Military farce too 
largeiy dependent upon its dia- 
log to appeal to non-German- 
speaking patrons. 

‘Monte Gario Madness’ (First 
Division). German-made but 
English-speaking light comedy 
that has good _ production 
values, a number of laughs, 
and can hold its own with 
Grade B American product. 
Okay for summer dates.. 














it’s | treatment. 


between the girl (Anise Boyer) and 
Henri Wessel, on the show with her, 
rather than with Robinson, who re- 
unites them through sympathetic 
interest, stepping aside himself. 


All screen favorably, though Rob- 
inson with his very definite per- 
sonality tops the other members 
of the cast a mile. Portions of the 
dialog suffer from poor recording. 
Photography is sometimes also not 
what might have been desired. 


Though his voice is not always 
audible, Jimmy Baskette is a very 
impressive type as the Harlem pro- 


—_=— 


ducer-racketeer heavy. Himself, 
Miss Boyer, Wessell, Alma Smith 
and Bob Sawyer are credjted as by 
special arrangement with the ‘Cot- 
ton Club’ of Harlem. 


Numerous musical numbers by 
Robinson, Eubie Blake and others 
are cut in at strategic points, some 
of them in connection with re- 
hearsals. Robinson does one song, 
‘Is You or Is You Ain’t’ (special) in 
a speak set, with Blake at the 
piano. It scores okay. 


In addition to special music pro- 
vided there is some from ‘Shuffle 
Along.’ Char. 


WEEK-END MARRIAGE 


First 
Directed by 
Young, 
tured. 
Faith 
At the Strand, 
Running time, 


release. 
Freeland Loretta 
Norman Foster, George Brent fea- 
Adapted by Sheridan Gibney from 
Baldwin's novel. ‘Part-Time Wive%.’ 
New York, week of June 3. 
64 min. 


National production and 


Thornton 


EAB. ccccescradscccoceticens Loretta Young 
MOD. scccocedcosecsctssgecesamemanm Domer 
Peter cccccccccecccccecsessess George Brent 
AMMOCE nccccccccecsscoesscecs Aline MacMahon 
GRITICY ccoccccccedesesivs Vivienne Osborne 
NOC. biacieed estes sqendads Sheila Terry 
DONE. ccedsusccvoewe J. Farrell MacDonald 
ee, DWE onde ts dd 00-0948 .Louise Carter 
i: ae rrr ry Grant Mitchell 





Everything that’s ever been done 


with this familiar plot was re- 
| . , 

ihashed for this one. It’s never a 
lbad theme under any grade of 


|hahdling, but for first: run classifi- 
| cation even the old reliable used 
| tediretes needs help. Nothing new 
| was added, while what’s included 
lseems to have lost its brightness 
long ago. *‘Week-End Mairiage’ is 
a pretty good title gone wrong. 
Faith Baldwin is credited with 
the original, a novel called ‘Part- 
Time Wives,’ but the book's chief 
value must have been in the writ- 


ling rather than the plot structure. 


If not actually borrowing, the sce- 


nario’s best sequer.ce comes pretty 
close to resembling a vaudeville 
sketch entitled ‘The Mrrriage Re- 
cipe, which Maxwell Anderson 
wrote for Claiborne Foster a few 
years ago. It’s precisely the same 
in thought if not in the phrasing. 
From that point, which is the pic- 
ture’s most enjoyable moment, the 
boys reached for the top shelf,. with 
the easiest way proving to be the 
hard way this time. 

Loretta Young and Norman Fos- 
ter do a brave and interesting job 
with the answers to the old ‘Should 
a wife work and be independent”? 
question. When the picture stum- 
bles through plot weakness, it isn’t 
their fault. Aline MacMahon joins 
them in the firs. rate performance 
class, with this trio alone in the 
race for acting Lonors. They have 
a monopoly on what little meat 
there is in the script. 

Foster’s very enjoyable interpre- 
tation and the constant suggestion 
that Miss Young can’t be anything 
else but nice, takes the sting out of 
the picture’s spiciest of a few pep- 
pery items. The topper is a bed- 
room bit, with no twin beds this 
time. They’re married, of course, 
which is the first squarer.. What 
covers everything up is the team’s 
workmanship and success in mak- 
ing it ‘cute’ rather than offensive. 

Production end up to average ang 
there’s enough clothes to satisfy «fe 
women in that department. More is 
needed, but not forthcoming. 








Bige. 





The Woman’s Angle 





*‘Week-End Marriage’ (WB). 


What happens to the young wife who'd 


rather work in an office than darn her husband’s socks. Presents a neat 
problem for the ladies to ponder on, the while they are won by likeable 
personalities, rich human interest and authenticity of domestic detail. 
A gentle, unpretentious programmer that will benefit by George Brent’s 


fast growing popularity. 


‘Strangers of the Evening’ (Tiff). 


Fun in an undertaker’s establish- 


ment, trusting in the vain hope that fanettes will find romantie interest 


in a well-dressed mortician. 


Humorous performances win the good will 


otherwise unmerited by a murder mystery that is too slow to be farce, 


too muddied to be interesting. 


‘Forgotten Commandments’ (Par). 


Under the guise of moralizing, a 


cheap, insincere, and highly unsuccessful attempt to cash in on-the more 


sensational aspects of the Soviet social order. 
sequences from 
Without a draw cast, loses its one chance for 


dated in technique as the 
with which it is spliced. 


As unconvincing and as 
‘The Ten Commandments’ 


a femme audience by failing to live up to its hot exploitation. 


‘Westward Passage’ 
can't get awfully stirred up about 


heroine wavering between the love of two adoring men. A 


picture with a tepid title assuring 
tendance, 





‘As You Desire Me’ (MGM). 
are accustomed to, turned into 
sonality of Greta Garbo. 


suspense of an unusual romance, 


(RKO-Pathe). In 


these hard times, 
the soul struggles of a 


the ladies 
well-heeled 
‘civilized’ 


a lighter than average Harding at-! 


Melodrama more subtle than picture fans 
good 
Feminine attention held by the finely drawn 
the dramatic 


box office by the glamorous per- 


flair of Garbo manner- 


$< 


They Never Come Back 


Weiss Bros. production, state's rights ree 
lease. Directed by Fred Newmeyer. Feae 
tures Dorothy Sebastian and Regis Toomey, 
Cameraman, James Diamond. Story, con- 
tinuity and dialog by Arthur Hoerl. Added 
dialog by Sherman Lowe. Sound (RCA), 
W. M. Dalgieish. Assistant director, Theo- 

Joos. At the Gaiety, N. Y., week 
June 4. Running time, 64 mins. 
-++.-eRegis Toomey 
...-Dorothy Sebastian 
sococccces+-Gertrude Astor 





Filmore ...... PTT TTT TTT Earle Foxe 
Mary Nolan...... eccenee.- Greta Granstedt 
ME. Ssnccotchasesaaw’ eT Cer Eddie Weods 
Donovan .....ccccccccces----George Byron 
Referee ...e-secccese o-.. James J. Jeffries 
= ¢ i i eS 





Lots of action, no subtlety to clog 
a cast of familiar and 
| able performers, and a straightfor- 
ward makes this a nice 
And through 
possibilities 


the works, 


narrative 
release for C 
a summer of 


houses. 
doubtful 
it may easily sneak into a few im- 
portant split week theatres. Gaiety, 
New York, showing is, of course, 
simply showcasing. 

Fight stuff is limited to an open- 
; ing and a closing sequence, body of 
| the picture and plot concerning 
j;other things. Nothing new but 
| twisted a little and told with prac- 
'ticed skill by Arthur Hoerl, a triple 
‘threat literary quarterback for the 
|indies. He provides skeleton, car- 
}cass and tongue. 
| Director Fred Newmeyer has been 
| Shouting at actors a long time. He 
)Secures easy and natural perform- 
,;ances here from his players. Bar- 
lring a few shots when she didn’t 
look so well, possibly due to un- 
jattractive gowning, Dorothy Sebas- 
tian shows more appealingly and 
in greater opportunity than for a 
long while back. Regis Toomey, 
jadding restraint as he matures pro- 
ifessionally, tops himself through- 
out. 

George Byron, 








in a droll charac- 
terization, pops over a laugh at 
regular intervals that help a lot. 
Sound and photography is of stand- 
ard quality and the scenic investi- 
ture provided by Tec-Art well 
above indie averages: 

Most fans outside the cognescenti 
belt will enjoy this story of a 
fighter who breaks his arm and has 
club where he is framed by a jeal- 
ous ‘John’ over a gal. Land. 


Strangers of the Evening 


Tiffany release of a Sam Bischoff produc- 


tion from Tiffany Thayer's book, “The Il- 
lustrious Corpse,’ directed by H. Bruce 
Humberstone. Adaptation and dialog by 


Stuart Anthony and Warren B. Duff; came- 





era, Arthur Edeson; settings, Ralph De 
Lacy; sound, Corson Jowett; fim editor, 
Dave Berg; supervising editor, Martin G,. 
Cohn. Running time, 71 mins. at the Para- 
mount, N. Y., week of June 3. 

PEEL wndocdnd voewonss6obe0s 060048 Zasu Pitts 
ee BPP Triuririi ie Eugene Pallette 
Frank Daniels...... rere Lucien Littlefiela 
Robert Daniels........+-+..+- Tully Marshall 
| ee Pee eeeoccccceres Miriam S®@egar 
Dr. Everette.....see+++...Theodor von Eliz 
Chandler ....... oe vvesccs Warner Richmond 
WOM ogee dence eebwedsese Harold Waldridge 
Nathan Frisbee........... Mahion Hamilton 
Sutherland ..... Code oscccccecs Alan Roscoe 
First Man..... ndets deeees Charlies Williams 
Second Man. .ccccccccescccess William Scott 
MD ee scctene Prive? Tree James Burtis 
Roberts ...ccccce eceewecesees Francis Sayles 


Lightweight comedy attempt at a 
different mystery story treatment. 
Could have been sub-captioned ‘or 
Fun in an Undertaking Parlor.’ 
That’s the principal locale. 

Thayer's original ‘INustrious 
Corpse’ may have held some comedy 
novelty in the murder mystery line, 
but cinematically it’s all very con- 
fusing. Centers around the receipt 
of two bodies into a funeral parlor; 
the wrong persons being buried; a 
sap pair (Zasu Pitts and Lucien Lit- 
tlefield) for comedy relief; a hokum 


lieut. detective played by Eugene 
Pallette; ghouls in the graveyard; 


a single-handed fist fight; a ‘youth- 


ful, booby undertaker’s asst., etc. 
Which gives an idea. 
Its presence at  Publix’s ace 


Broadway stand for a week is sea- 
sonally explained in the main, but 
also gives an accurate idea of the 
generally acute shortage of product. 
Par probably booked it from Tif- 
fany in exchange for the prestige. 
It’s a very wandering and gener- 
ally confused affair which cats up 
more footage than it deserves. It 
might have done as a twin-reeler, 
although many a miniature S. S. 
Van Dine mellerette packs more 


compact plot than this does, ex- 
tended over 71 minutes. 
At the Par, its absence of cast 


strength prompted the house to turn 
over the marquee to the Tiffany 
Thayer name. That’s not gonna 
help, either. 

Fault lies chiefly in script. Cast 
did as well as it could with it, and 
ditto goes for Lucky Humberstone, 
dignified here as H. Bruce on this, 
his first feature directorial assign- 
ment. His Hollywood career in the 
past has been as an assistant. He 
evidences that he might get some- 
where with better script opportuni- 
ties. 

Like all 





indies, Bischoff-Tiff nat- 


isms and costumes, and the colorful male cast that surrounds the star. |@Y@lly watched the budget, but while 





‘Liebe ist Leibe’ (UFA). 


A pleasant and that's all leading lady, 


and 


a portly and slightly baldish hero will reduce this nice German program- 
mer’s femme audience to slender b.o. proportions. 


‘Monte Carlo Madness’ (UF A). 


Wants to be 
Love interest finds its way into the | but it hasn't a chance against its stoutish hero and stereotyped, plodding 
American women will find it inexcusably dull. 


romantic light comedy 


iit looks well under the $100,000 
mark, they didn’t cheat on the pro- 
{duction end. Script doesn’t call for 
much along those lines. 
Obviously it started out as just 
another one-to-fill. Had Tiff an- 
| ticipated a possible grade-A Fublix 


| outlet it couldn’t have helped but 
|fortify itself with some sadly lack- 
ing cast strength. Abel. 


red 
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Forgotten Commandment 


Paramount producgion including 20 min- 
ates re-issue of Cecil DeMille’s silent “Ten 
Commandments.’ Directed by Louis Gas- 
nier and William Schoor from a story by 
James Bernard Fagan and Agnes Brand 
Leahy. Cameraman, Kar! Struss. Featur- 
ing Sari Maritza, Gene Raymond, Margue- 
rite Churchill and Irving Pichel. At Rivoli. 
NNew York, opening June 1. Running time, 


75 mins. 
BBE Has oe 6646 cesesecc cance doers Sari Maritza 
PRE. GED sé ccccccccessccecs Gene Raymond 
Marya Ossip...........Marguerite Churchill 
SEE NEE 2 664004054 6 5 0% Se Irving Pichel 
PHIOSE seccccceces 6600404042 Harry Beresford 
BE ab GOe sect Scceccese Edward Van Sloan 
GROBOR. ce ccc ccccccecvescccecees Kent Taylor 
pW OO ar Joseph Sauers 
Burly Student............ .--.Boris Bullock 
Second Student....... ee --.-Allen Fox 
BE Tekin a tis 6s 60 once eb esee< Helen Carlyle 
Digging into the vaults for 20 
minutes of Cecil DeMille’s Biblical 
spectacle of 1927, it may be that 


Paramount has a low negative cost 
on this picture. From a studio view- 
point that may be an extenuating 
factor. But its cheapness in pro- 
duction will be no boon elsewhere. 
There is no sidestepping the fact 
that this biased and preachy story 
of Soviet Russia is dull stuff. Hardly 
a single dramatic sequence and not 
over three laughs at the New York 
Wednesday night opening, and one 
of them was at, not with, the pic- 
ture. 

Confused thinking throughout the 
eonception and execution of the pic- 
ture is apparent. It was badly cast 


to start with. Irving Pichel is the 
closest approach to a name, while 
only the most faithful chatter ad- 


dicts will know Sari Maritza, Gene 
Raymond or Marguerite Churchill. 
Picture depends upon that spliced- 
in 20 minutes from DeMille’s ar- 
chives, and it is likely that the 
studio thought this would be enough. 
But there they are wrong. Time has 
rendered Theodore Roberts as Moses 
and Charles DeRoche as Pharaoh 
just a bit porkish, and yesterday's 
scenes do not give today’s produc- 
tion the ‘glorified’ aspect mentioned 
in the credit title. 

This is the second release in 
many months wherein Paramount 
has tackled Russia as a background 
and theme. First was Bancroft’s 
*World and the Flesh.’ Both were so 
prejudiced in their approach that in 
pointing the finger of scorn at Bol- 
shevism the studio neglected to take 
care of the question of entertaining 
audiences. These two fumbles sug- 
gest that Hollywood should omit 
propaganda and stick to story-tell- 
ing. On this side Russian pictures 
have long been criticized for their 
partisan slant and lack of humor. 
That can be flung back by the Reds 
at Paramount. 

Many of the flaws, inaccuracies 
and other weaknesses of ‘Forgotten 
Commandments’ may,.of course, 
pass unnoticed in some communi- 
ties. It will take a drubbing in the 
more discriminating areas. How- 
ever, small towns will be even more 
restless under the sermonizing dia- 
log. Narrative except for the 20- 
minute partly-silent insert is re- 
dundant. All talk and very little 
action will strain the juvenile ele- 
ment especially. 

Better acting and better direction 
might have helped, but essentially 
the picture was doomed when it left 
the scenario department. It was so 
badly written down and so colored 
by anti-Soviet feeling that the re- 
sult is neither a good argument nor 
an interesting story. 

Free love and loose morals (by 
Anglo-Saxon canons) are imputed 
to the Russians. That leads up to 
the scientist (Pichel), who always 
fancied himself above emotion, mur- 
dering his beautiful mistress (Sari 
Maritza) because she was cheating 
with the scientist’s young assistant 
(Gene Raymond). This is the cli- 
max and very weak as developed. 

Sari Maritza, from Germany, 
Vampy in ane adolescent-looking 
way, makes: her American debut in 
this picture. It’s no break. She 
speaks English very well. Mean- 
while too much make-up around the 
eyes, a Continental habit. 

DeMille shots are introduced as a 
visualization of a story that a Rus- 
sian monk (Harry Beresford) is tell- 
ing a group of ragamuffins from the 
Russian slums. For filling the kids’ 
minds with superstition the monk 
is later arrested and given over to 
the rifle squad. 

Parting of the Dead Sea to let the 
Israelites across is used. That was 
a mechanical wonder of its day, al- 
though the foreign-made ‘Daughter 
of Israel’ which played the Roxy in 
May, 1928, was the first to use the 
stunt though ‘Ten Commandments’ 
flashed it on a screen here before 
the German-made ‘Daughter’ ar- 
rived. 

Monk’s story is supposed to prove 
Bomething, but it’s impossible to 
affirm exactly what. Of course, the 
‘forgotten’ part of the title refers to 
Russia having renounced Christian- 
ity, and that is Paramount’s thesis. 

Land. 


as 


Der Prinz von Arkadien 


(‘The Prince from Arcadicn’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, 


May 26. 








Projectigraph-Film, Oskar Glueck produc 
tion and Suedfilm release Seript by Wal- 
ter Reisch Music by Robert Stolz Di 
rection, Karl Hart] Photography, Franz 
Mayerhofer. Cast: Willi Forst, liane Haid 
Hedwig Bleitreu, In! ehm, Albert 
Paulic, Arndt, Juergensen, Haeussermann 
Mueller, | Neugebauer, Pranger Runnings 
time, 82 mins. At Atrium, Berlin 

At last Willi Forst has a role 
that fits him. He plays a young 





|} see him there. 





| ters are 


prince forced to resign, who does 
not lose anything as he did not like 
to govern. He is more inclined to 
light music anc girls. The young 
prince happens to be a composer 
and Willi Forst sings his music 
with all the charm h_- possesses. 
Willi has to leave for an exile, 
and when he arrives in the town 
the new government has chosen his 
residence. He wants to use his 
royal motor car horn. A policeman 
forbids this. He drives into a side- 
street and there tries the new horn. 


Keys fall from a balcony and the 
hand of a girl waves to him to 
come up. He goes, finds himself 
in a swell flat, with a very pretty 
|} woman who is very astonished to 


He spends the even- 
ing with her. 

When he leaves her the next 
morning he promises never to rec- 


ognize her, should he meet her 
again. By chance he learns her 
identity. She is an actress, turned 


out by his old government because 
in song she had ridiculed him. She 
had sworn to herself to take re- 
venge on the prince, who, accord- 
ing to her idea, was the reason for 
her being sent away and when she 


learns that he is to reside in the 
same town where she lives, she 
plans to ridicule him openly. How- 


ever, when she _ recognizes’. the 
prince to be the man she loves she 
gives up her plan. Follow the usual 


mixing up, the prince is to marry 
according to his rank, but at the 
end the two lovers wed. 

This certainly is no outstanding 
picture, but it _is delivered with 
much grace and with a nice satire 
on the many prince pictures. At 
the same time this sort of picture 


appeals generally. 

Never as yet has Willi Forst been 
so free in his bearing, and his 
movements, never was he so cer- 
tain and sure in the excellent un- 
derlining of the witty dialog, as 
here. Liane Haid sometimes is 
good looking, but frequently one 
notices her age. The remaining 
parts are filled with average actors. 
Robert Stolz this time has not com- 
posed a hit. Sound and _ photog- 
raphy excellent. Magnus. 


Monte Carlo Madness 


(GERMAN-MADE) 
(With Songs) 
Ufa production, distributed in America by 


First Division. Directed by Erich Pommer. 
Story by Hans Mueller and Franz Schulz. 





Cameraman, Gunther Rittau. Featuring 
Sari Maritza and Hans Albers. At Roxy, 
New York, June 3. Running time, 66 mins. 
Yola ...0.% edbandivcee cetoeensesenes ae 
ErickSOM cccccccescccvesesseses Hans Albers 
OR gnc ceéudeseesesiscee Gee alemnee 
Teabelld .ccccccccccescccccccccess Helen Haye 
Consul ....+.+- Pra, BP 
Chief Engineer...... ssss.Thomas Weguelin 
Casino Director.....esess-- Phillip Manning 
Prime Minister.........+-- C. Hooper Trask 

Somewhat astounding turn of 


events brings a First Division state 
right release into the Roxy. And it 
has as much right in that stately 
edifice as many of the more impor- 
tantly sponsored pictures that have 
been coming the Roxy’s way. That 
is a round-about manner of saying 
that, while no sensation, ‘Monte 
Carlo Madness’ can slip by as sum- 
mer diversion. Tab it as a mod- 
erate. 

Favoring the picture is the rental 
at which it can probably be Rac 


And that will appeal during the 
next three months to many an 
exhib. That the American distribu 
tion backed by the prestige of a 
Roxy engagement will make money 
seems certain. It should get an in- 
between rating in the final arith- 
metic on that assumption. 

Plot is incredible, but Eric Pom- 
mer’s light touch carries it through 
even when the farce is most irre- 
sponsible toward plausibility. <A 
naval captain ignores his Queen's 
orders, takes his ship to Morte 
Carlo. Peeved Queenie, a looker, 
follows him by rail. Romance en- 
sues. Captain loses state funds at 
the roulette table. Complications. 
Crazy, impossible, but the level of 
picture entertainment is so low 
these days it doesn’t seem half bad. 

There is just enough inborn in- 
terest for Americans in foreign 
backgrounds and notions to help. 
Beautiful Monte Carlo photography 
may be listed. Germans evidently 
striving to capture the American 
toucH use some Yankee slang, but 
in odd moments. Thus the captair 
tells the Queen she’s a ‘knockout. 
And a naval officer says ‘betchalife.’ 
Wh i Hans Albers, speaking aca- 
demic English, murmurs ‘the girl is 


a wow’ it fits like Coolidge in 
chaps. 

Sari Maritza is on Broadwav 
twice for her American debut 
She's the lead in Paramount's ‘For 
gotten Commandments’ at the Riv- 
oli and here plays the Queen, An 


older woman, more sophisticated in 


manner and appearance, would have 


been better, For all her efforts to 
seem otherwise she’s essentially 
juvenile, 

Hans Albers suggests Francis X 
| Bushman and like so many Teu 
| tonic heroes is a heavyweight. But 
j ill man and vigor and cuts a fine 
| figure in uniforrn Other charac- | 


incidental. 


sic is woven into the story in the 
manner so dear to Eric Pommer 
Land, 
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Occasional mu- | 
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WESTWARD PASSAGE {the illusion that things are happen- 


RKO-Pathe production and 
lease.- Stars Ann Harding with 
Olivier, Irving Pichel featured 


Radio re- 
Laurence 
Zasu Pitts, 


Juliette Compton. Nance O'Neil under 
lined. Directed by Robt. Milton from novel 
by Margaret A. Barnes. Adapted by Brad 
ley King; dialog, Humphrey Pearson: cam- 
eraman, Lucien Andriot; sound, E. A. Wol- 
cott, Executive producer, David O. Selz- 


nick: associate producer, Harry Joe Brown 


At the Mayfair, N. Y., week June 2. Run- 
ning time, 73 mins. 

Olivia Van Tyne..............Ann Harding 

oe ery Laurence Olivier 

Mrs. Truesdale........ yee ery ..Zasu Pitts 

ere Serra Juliette Compton 

oy a eS Se .Irving Piche}l 

2. a 3 * See Irene Purcel 

NE ‘oicu 40600800600 Emmett King 
Bape. Getemdors. ..éeccccse Florence Roberts 

mre. VaR TRG. . vccecs . Nance O'Neil 

gr. Bic. ee Bonita Granville 
Another poor picture for Ann 


Actionless divorce theme 
splitting the bridal couple, but get- 
ting them together again despite 
the girl, meanwhile, having married 
the faithful friend. Story covers a 
period of years and is unsuccess- 
fully draped with a thin coat of 
sophisticism. 

Nothing much happens within the 
73 minutes the picture consumes 
and those sufficiently interested will 
peg the finish. Muss Harding is not 
able to elicit any great degree of 
sympathy for the girl who weds 
her headstrong and eccentric au- 
thor, leaves him to become the wife 
of a staid and chivalrous admirer, 
who also accepts her daughter, and 
then swings back to her first hus- 
band. She meets the latter abroad 
and he wages his campaign en route 
back to the States from which trip 
the film’s title is derived. 

Yarn lacks the substance into 
which audiences like to sink their 
teeth and although there is unfold- 
ed a couple of well-played scenes 
it’s all pretty slow and never de- 
viates from the track upon which 
it starts. Tempo is lacking and in 
spots the feature has been so poor- 
ly cut that there is even abrupt 
visual evidence of the slicing. 

Laurence Olivier, opposite Miss 
Harding, gives a fair performance 
behind a ‘pretty’ appearance which 
won't endear him to male viewers. 
A lot of things can be blamed on 
this script but Olivier’s penchant 
to consistently appea. the actor is 
not one of them. It will be a fac- 
tor which will count against him. 
The repressed Miss Harding but 
magnifies this characteristic of her 
leading man. Perhaps their best 
scene together is a casual revela- 
tion by the wife that there’s to be 
an addition to the family. It is 
well played and marks Milton's high 


Harding. 


direction spot on this effort as a 
whole. 
Locale switches. around a bit 


from ostensibly N York to Eu- 
rope and shipboard with Zasu Pitts 
and Juliette Compton doing mild 
bits and the whereabouts of Nance 
O’Neil a mystery. Irving Pichel is 
Old Faithful who takes the slap of 
his wife’s desertion off screen, hav- 
ing passed from the running at 
about the time the film enters the 
stretch. In a set-up sympathetic 
part Pichel does well for himself 
despite his homely though he-man 
front, a further contrast which 
works against Olivier. 

Little comedy tc aid the unliv- 
ened telling though Milton has 
made an effort to include some flip- 
pant touches. But it’s drawing 
room stuff minus sufficient anima- 
tion or flair to make it definitely 
connect. 

Backgrounds and sets are taste- 
ful. Indeed, ‘Westward Passage’ 
doesn’t look like a cheap picture. 
But it hasn’t the verve in story or 
support players which the com- 
placent Miss Hardin, needs to set 
her off to advantage and can only 
make the return climb for this ac- 
tress that much more ees 

Sid. 
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THE RINGER 


(BRITISH MADE) 


Gainsborough production for British re- 
lease; First Division for American release 


— 














LIEBE IST LIEBE 


(‘Love Is Lovo’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

production. Protex release 
Eric Pommer Directed 
Featuring Hans Albers, 
Story by Robert Gilbert, Rob- 
Max Kolpe Music by Wer 
ner R, Heymann Photographers, Gunther 
Rittau and Otto Baecker. Settings, Erich 
Kettelhut American premiere at Little 
Carnegie, beginning Wednesday, June 1 
Running time, 88 mins. 

Helene : 

PUUCE....s 
Hans Kuehnert 
Frau Kuehnert 
Hunter 


Ufa 
vised by 
Martin 
von Nagy. 
ert Liebman 


Super 
by Paul 
Kaethe 


eb éennsedat Kaethe 

ST TTTiT Julius Falkenstein 
eeveers Hans Albers 
»++.-eFrieda Richard 
Hans Brausewetter 


von Nagy 





Eric Pommer comes to mind again 
with ‘Liebe ist Liebe’ This man’s 
sensitive hand for subtleness in ro- 
mance besides musical panto ability 
is noteworthy in this picture, which 
credits Paul Martin with the direc- 
tion, but with Pommer’s. super- 
vision, detected throughout. 

In ‘Liebe ist Liebe’ as in ‘Congress 
Dances’ or other German films 
where the Pommer hand is seen, 
the artful blending of musie to 
pantomime predominates, It’s said 
that Lubitsch gleaned much from 
the Pommer technique and that 
isn't hard to believe. 

Plot of ‘Liebe ist Liebe’ 





is very 


thin. While the underlying musical 
theme is worthy and entertaining 


the story is one of those foreign 
pipes that leaves no lasting impres- 
sion with customers after leaving 
the theatre. 

Yet a smattering knowledge of 
German is enough because of mini- 
mum dialog and abundance of 
panto. That shows German progress 
in production. 

it’s a yarn about a telegraphe1 
Who goes gay and quits his job 
after winning on a horse. He suc- 


ceeds in attracting an American 
girl at the races, The situation be- 
comes complicated when he loses 


his dough and takes a job as gigolo 
at the girl’s hotel and later as a 
telephone operator. The usual 
busted romance and healed again. 
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ing. ; Directorship won't let one for- AS YOU DESIRE ME 
get its just a play. -G-M production and release starring 
Wallace, of course, didn’t mean it } Garbo Directed by George Fitz- 
to be so. There are, for instance, |" ory from the play of the same 
enormous possibilities in the char- | 7{™*° % si Pirandello. Adaptation and 
acter of Dr. Lomond. It could have phy ee Markey. . Ph tography, Wit- 
been made into a companion por-| At the Canitel. bene ee: Geena, Hively. 
t Ly kt por- | I New York, June 2. Run- 
trait to ‘Grumpy’ that Maude made }" ng time, 70 mins 
memorable. Instead, it's just alps UU ‘rere Saat 
character actor in the hands of|salter 12272577772 7727""} Ss ee 
‘ eR BER SES RA. OF F SOIC oc cc ecencessuces Erich Von Stroheim 
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only the dialect In the end he | Pierto ...cccccccccsccacs Will um Ri i tt 
turns out to be the master mind mADeES cab Roland Varno 
disguise, in a plot expertly put to a 
gether, but never vitalized in the| A romantic problem play interest- 
filming. ngly Played by the fascinating 
To Americans the mechanical] | "00, treated in a manner of high 
acting is a revelation of crudity | @™ama, but pretty subtle for the 
Carol Goodner is a beautiful, state- |Senerality of fans. Presence of the 
ly actress, but she delivers dialog | 5Wedish star will irry the subject, 
with all the painstaking neutrality |Y¥U% 1 Was more of a courageous 
of a Victor record. Franklin Dyall|SesSture toward production ideals 
plays the heavy with blind deter- | than good business judgment that 
mination to be sinister at any cost | dictated its choice for filming in the 
and isn't. Rest of the people never | "rst place. 
register at all as individuals. They Story is far away from film form- 
didn’t even take the trouble to dif-| Ula, and that’s always dangerous 
ferentiate names for the characters. |Sround for commercial product. 
There is a John Lenley and a de- | Basic idea here will register with 
tective addressed as ‘Mr. Wem- | any audience, but the details are 
bury’ are bound to get mixed. Gor- |likely to create confused reactions. 
don Harker, playing a cockney | In short, the original hasn't been 
butler, comes nearest to creating a | broadly hoked for the flicker me- 
human being He could double in| dium in the manner that Metro has 
close up for Victor McLaglen, by | S80 often followed that it has reduced 
the way ' fit to an art Technique here is 
Story follows the familiar for eautifully restrained and the play 
mula. Police chase a criminal, and|iS delicately balanced, but it lacks 
it's a guessing contest who he is| dramatic vigor in the picture Sense. 
|until the finish, when he turns out On the score of the picture’s ar- 
to be the Scotch-Irish physician |tistic accomplishment there can be 
who, posing as a criminologist, has |no quibble. The studio sought to 
insinuated himself into the inner} Preserve the play’s poetic quality, 
circles of Scotland Yard. Even | nd that purpose has been achieved. 
after he has committed a murder| Result is admirable for the Piran- 
right under the noses of the cops. | dello followers. 
he makes his getaway in the doc- There were faint hints around the 
tor’s disguise for a capital surprise | Capitol at the start of the date that 
finish. it had somehow not aroused the 
Good script gone wrong in ajusual flurry of a Garbo release. 
clumsy production. Rush. Second night of the week (Friday) 


there was not the customary hold- 
out for the 9 o’clock show, and there 
were scattered empty seats at the 
back of the house between shows. 
That may be only a seasonal sign of 
the times and may have no relation 


to the appeal of the new picture, 
but the circumstance was notice- 
able. 

Story has to do with an Italian 


countess, victim of the Austrian in- 
vasion and violence from drunken 
soldiers, and driven into a mental 
fog which has blotted out her past. 
She is recognized- 10 years later in 
her wanderings as a music-hall 
singer by the painter who had done 
her portrait as a bride, and by him 
brought back to her grief-stricken 
husband. Her past still a blank, but 
the degradations of the interval 
preying on her mind, she is gradu- 
ally led back to contentment by the 
love of her recaptured mate. 

But she cannot recall the past and 
is never entirely received by the 
people of her former life, with the 
exception of the portrait painter, 
who sees with the eyes of faith. She 
never herself knows whether she is 
rightfully in her position or is an 
impostor, but she strives to recreate 
the ideal of the husband for his 
bride of long ago, whose portrait 
hangs upon the wall. 

A sinister lover of her vagabond 
days returns to claim her by bring- 
ing forward another woman as the 
real countess, but this claimant is 
disposed of and the story closes with 
the girl triumphant in her position, 
but still herself not sure whether it 
is hers rightfully. 

Point the play leaves for the audi- 
ence to decide for itself is whether 
its heroine was really the countess 
saved by fate from degradation, or 
a fallen woman reclaimed by love, 
and in this decision the playwright 
gives no aid. Trouble is the screen 
audiences are not accustomed to 
dealing with this kind of poetic rid- 
dle. For them virtue triumphs or 
villainy gets its due, and leaving 
the outcome in the air is something 
of an experiment. 


Picture is beautifully made. Story 


Story, adaptation and Gates by tie, tote Finish comes when as the phone devices are arresting and the screen 
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principal men look alike and their |she can wear clothes with the best jit any harm Rush. 
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A time, 7 minutes. olf 





“Oh, How I Hate To Get 
Up in the Morning” 
(Paramount) 

Dave Fleischer has a new way of 
introducing his screen songs. Two 
radio personalities lead off with the 


song. which is followed by cartoon 
scenes of camping life. Betty Boop 


comes in for a shot in the mess hail 
and she guides the bouncing ball for 


a song. The short ends with the 3 : 
radio bovs finishing the tune. Ac- 
‘Icording te a Rialto audience, the 
* 





fa 


number got over great. Running 
time, 7 minutes. 
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ALL PARAMOUNT SHORTS | 
Fn | 


¥* Good, entertaining short subjects are as essential to your box office suc- 
cess as are good features. The smart fans of today demand high-quality 








entertainment from the very start of the show to the end. Give it to them 
and they come back smiling. Meaningless, unfunny comedies and other 
“program-fillers” that are just so much film send them away disgruntled. 


Be safe! Show PARAMOUNT SHORT FEATURES. The kind of enter- 


tainment that gets over great with all audiences. 
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By Epes W. Sargent 





Two Good Hooks 

Akron, O. 
city-wide me- 
commemoration 


the 
in 


Sunday (30) 
morial services 


of Decoration Day were held in the | 


auditorium 0° 


the combined auspices of the Le- 


gion, other veterans’ organizations 
and the church groups. 

Military bodies formed at the 
state armory and paraded to the 
theatre and the 4,000-seat house 
was crowded to the limit. While it 
did not directly sell any tickets, it 
was a feather in Ernie Austgen’s 


cap, and undoubtedly created much 
good will for the house. 

Austgen also has a tie-in to the 
‘Times-Press’ marble champion- 
ship, which gives him an 18-day 
ride in the news columns, the 
paper playing up the theatre along 
with the contest. Payoff is that 
the house will be donated for the 
presentation of the awards with 
admission obtainable only by clip- 
ping coupons from the paper. 


Wiring a Twofer 
Waterloo, Ia. 

Jake Rosenthal, of the Iowa, used 
a giant telerram addressed ‘To 
every man and woman in Water- 
loo’ to announce a two for one pol- 
icy for June, July and August. Two 
for a quarter for mats and a dime 
a Guo more for the evenings. Sun- 
days he sells singles for 25c. ? 

Announces that everything has 
been cut but the quality of the 
show. 


Wednesday Portraits 

Beacon theatre, N. Y., is building 
Wednesday business with the offer 
of a portrait of the holder of the 
seat stub corresponding to the 
number selected. All seats sold on 
the day are eligible, with the num- 
ber posted the same evening. 

Work is done by an artist who 
has won a couple of letters and no 
end of medals, and they are really 
worth while. Winner may sit in 
person or, if he desires, lay off the 
chance to someone willing to pay. 

In the heart of one of the crayon 
portrait belts, the offer is taking 
hold strongly. 


Motive Power 

Manager who rigged up a moving 
figure for the top of his box office 
figured on letting the cashier work 
the device by a cord when she had 
nothing else to do. Only trouble was 
that the gag went motionless at the 
very time he needed it most—when 
the house was coming in. 

A little figuring enabled him to 
hook the cord to the pedals which 
operated the ticket machine, so that 
the harder she worked, the better 
the attractor performed. When she 
was not kicking out tickets a move- 
ment of her foot gave the same 
effect. 

Now he is figuring on another 
stunt to be worked either by the 
doorman or the door itself, the ‘door 
being kept closed to keep out the 
hot air. 


Training the Kids 

While it is improbable that the 
raft of trial and district attorney 
stories will appeal to the children, 
one exhibitor has figured to make 
some indirect capital of their preva- 
lence by staging a mock trial for the 
kiddie club. 

With the assistance of a well- 
known lawyer he will have the 
president of the club tried for brib- 
ing voters. The lawyer will explain 
to the children the methods of court 
procedure and then sit on the bench 
with a staff recruited from the 
members. Two of the older boys, 
who will argue for the prosecution 
and the defense, will be coached in 
advance, but the others will have no 
prior instruction, the judge explain- 
ing as he goes along. Figured to 
get a juvenile interest in trials that 
will be carried home to the family, 
which is where the payoff will come. 

Meantime it gives the kids some- 
thing different. 


Featured a Short 
Albany, N. Y. 

Joe Feldman, who is doing the 
publicity for the Warner theatres 
here, hooked the ‘Times-Union’ to 
a special show on ‘Believe It or 
Not.’ Paper uses the Ripley draw- 
ings. 

Show was a special matinee at 
the Madison with a number of the 
Ripley shorts and an entertainment 
by the children from a local dancing 
school. Got about 1,500, mostly 
children, but the theatre capitalized 
the special stories for business 
throughout the week. 

Stunt has been done before with 
cartoon strips, but this is believed 
to be the first use of the curio car- 
toon for a tie-in. Can be worked 
wherever there is a newspaper 
using the stuff. 


Radio Chatter 


Dayton, O. 


Loew’s theatre under | 


W. A. Keves, of the Victoria, is | 
giving a series of weekly broadcasts | 
over a local station WSMK, in|! 
which he splits his 15 minutes be-! 





tween a plug for the coming pic- 
ture, news items about the players 
(mostly those shortly to appear) 
and a song. 

Mostly advertising, 
in the guise of news, and it seems 
to interest the local listeners, to 
judge by the fan mail, though this 
is partly attracted by the promise 
of tickets in limited 
Keyes works to make it 
sustaining rather than an advertis- 
ing issue, and keeps away from too 
much direct plugging. 

He took liberal newspaper 
to advertise the first broadcast, and 
has not. cut his general newspaper 
space to pay for the ether time. He 
figures that it pays to bring in the 
extra business. 

——— 


Auto Giveaway 
Montgomery. 
Giving away of a Plymouth road- 


but presented 


ster at the Paramount broke all 
box office receipts. Manager Ken- 
nedy made hook-up’ with local 


dealer, theatre sharing part of the 
actual cost of car. Par seats 1,500, 
but one hour before drawing extra 
space was needed and Empire the- 
atre, across. from Paramount, was 
secured. Fully 5,000 tickets were 
sold. 


Caught the Crackers 
Buenos Aires. 

Dante, the American magician, 
who has been very successful down 
here, is giving a touch of American 
exploitation. He recently was fea- 
tured in a half page magazine ad for 
a baking company, with a portrait 
and line drawing. Explained it was 
no trick at all to make the products 


of the baking company disappear 
without the aid of his magic. 
He has been working a lot of 


other press stunts both in the native 
and English language papers. 


How Big Is ‘So Big’? 

One medium-sized town was fair- 
ly torn up by a query as to “How 
Big is ‘So Big’,” which first made 
its appearance as a teaser and then 
was taken over in the house ad- 
vertising for the Warner picture. 

No coupons were issued and no 
set formula. Answers could be sent 
in by mail or placed in a box in 
the lobby. It was announced as a 
problem in deduction, and _ all 
further information was withheld. 
Just to make sure, the manager did 
not even tell his staff what the 
idea was. 

Several contestants submitted 
lengthy letters on the greatness of 
the picture, while others measured 
the height of the letters on the 
poster or in the newspaper ads. 
Nobody had the-right slant, which 
was the height of the actor playing 
the son. 


os Sandwiches at ‘Fair’ 


Seattle. 

Bob Armstrong, p.a. for Jensen- 
von Herberg, had a 1901 model 
Buick car, laden with three pretty 
girls in addition to the driver, in 
big parade about town as ballyhoo 
for ‘County Fair.’ This attracted 
some attention, and all farm at- 
mosphere in dress, hoes, etc., car- 
ried out the idea. Inside the thea- 
tre an old-time saloon was rigged 
up on the mezzanine floor, where 
near beer and sandwiches were 
served patrons free. 








For Songwriters 

Organist in a southern theatre has 
been working a gag to appeal to 
the small army of people who think 
they can write songs. 

Once a month authors are per- 
mitted to sing, either in person or 
by deputy, new words to any pub- 
lished song of their selection. <A 
small prize is given the winner and 
a promise to submit the lyric to a 
regular publisher. That's as far as 
it ever gets, but the writers are 
persistent and though it’s a small 
town from three to five entries are 
heard at each contest, with all the 
writers’ friends in to plug. 

Now and then original music is 
played, but not as a part of the con- 
test, and one song has been pub- 
lished, enjoying some sale locally. 


Catch Lines 


Small house a little off the main 
street is getting down in the heart 
of things with an ideas contest that 
has been working well for several 
weeks. 

Manager pastes the catchline from 
the campaign book on a card which 
is placed in a drug store window. 
A pair of tickets to anyone who 
sends in a better line, based on 
what he has read. 


ets are distributed, but advertise- 


quantities. | 
appear a} 


|} me it will be worth the trip.’ 


space | 


Works the Hotel 


New angle on the posteard from 


out of town is being worked by a} 
All of | 


theatre near a resort hotel. 
his patrons are receiving cards 
reading: ‘Am stopping here for a 
couple of weeks. It’s a delightful 
hotel. You want to try it on your 
vacation. But I am coming into 
town to see ‘Amateur Daddy’ 
the Grand next week. Lily tells 


hotel's 
mailed 
of ad- 
theatre. 
of 
the 


the 
and 


This is printed on 
regular p:-torial card 
from the resort to a list 
dresses supplied by the 
Hotel is glad to pay the cost 
printing and mailing to get 
cards into the homes. 


Figures it carries much more 


weight than a direct advertisment ' 


| for the hotel alone, 





Not many tick- | Idlewild Park, near Pittsburgh. 


Tinsel Saves 


While the first cost may be a 
little heavier than other decorative 
material, tinsel 
bills where it can be spotted’ since 
it can be made to take the place of 
illuminated letters, each of which 
requires the use of one light bulb 
where a single 25-watt bulb in a 
reflector will take care of three or 


at | 


will save current | 


| four letters and give a better effect 
| it intelligently used. 
| The Mayfair, New York, is mak- 
ing highly effective use of tinsel in 
its lobby displays, and at the sime} 
time reducing current costs. Where 
a show is in for less than a week's 
run it should be possible build 
up ‘ries of letters for re-use. 
Long before the current c. .ze for 
economy a sma'! town exhibitor 
who could not afford electric let- 
iters found an excellent substitute 
in letters to which were glued the 
small round mirrors slightly larger 
than a silver dolllar, generally used | 
for advertising purposes. One small 
spot either side of his orenen | 
| gives him a really better display. 
| Between mirror and tinsel, the 
| lighting bill can be cut down very 
materially. 


to 


L sé 


Air-Theatre 2-for-1 
Burlington, Ia. 
The Central Airways, Inc., opera- 
|tors of the municipal port, gave the 
theatres a break over Memorial day, 
both Paramount and Iowa sharing in 
attendance boost. 

Airways gave admission tickets to 
all who rode the planes. tegular 
charge of $1 per passenger plus a 
ifree ticket. 
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London, Can. 

Construction work is to start July 
1 on a $30,000 cinema in Seaforth, 
Ont., which has been without a the- 
atre since last fall. New house is 
being constructed for H. J. Suther- 
land of London and St. Marys, who 
also operates theatres in St. Marys 
and Goderich and has one leased to 
Famous Players in Cobourg, Ont. 
House scheduled to open Sept. 1; 
capacity 400. 





Easton, Pa. 
Roxy, which has been dark for 
several seasons, has reopened at 10 
and 20c. 


Max Rudnick, operating the Bea- 
con, former Warner house on New 
York’s upper west side, has taken 
over the Liberty, 42d street, under 
lease. Took control Saturday (21) 
and will operate as a grind subse- 
quent run, 





Houston. 
The Queen theatre, one of the 
three Publix houses here, closes 
June 1 for the summer. The Kirby 
will adopt a split-week film policy 
and probably cut prices. 





Uniontown, Pa. 

State, Washington, Pa., destroyed 
by fire, loss estimated at $200,000. 
Manager is M. M. Wear. 

Firemen from Washington and 
Canonsburg, Pa., fought the flames 
for several hours, but could not save 
the finest local theatre structure in 
the heart of the business district. 


Montgomery. 
Robert Evans, for 15 years con- 
nected with local theatre chain, has 
been let out. This change was made 
recently when an entirely new staff 
was added to the Strand. 


Minneapolis. 
Some of the lower loop independ- 
ent grinds offer two features and 
three short subjects, taking three 
hours, for a dime, 





Waterloo, Ia. 
Paramount going after summer 
biz strong. Jake Rosenthal in- 
stalled a new cooling and air-con- 
ditioning system. Price slash in- 
cludes admission of two for 25 af- 
ternoon, and two for 35 nights. 





Steubenville, O. 
Warner Bros. Olympic, closed for 
renovation, has reopened; George 
Delis, manager. House will con- 
tinue its second-run policy. 


Canton, O. 
manager Strand and 
Valentine theatres, owned by the 
Botzum interests of Akron, an- 
nounces the Strand, starting in June, 
will operate weekends only. The 
Valentine with double features will 
continue operating all week. 

East Liverpool, O. 

K. F. Boothman, for several years 
in charge of publicity for Butter- 
field circuit in Michigan, with head- 
quarters in Detroit, now heads the 
exploitation department for Rock 
Springs Park, Chester, W. Va., and 
He 
will divide his time between the two 


Joe Calla, 


ments are closely read by a lot of |resorts, both under management of 


people, most of whom think they 
can write better lines. 
They are at least pretty well sold 


on the story, and the manager tries 


to use a couple of lines each week | whereby 
only 


just to keep up the interest. If not 


ge 


good enough for the newspaper 
work—and they seldom are—they | 
are shown in the lobby display. 
Credit line to the author In either 
instance. 


C. MacDonald. 

Ceramic, American and State the- 
atres, all first runs, have agreed on 
a plan of operation for the summer 
each house will operate 
in three weeks. 
will alternate operating during 
summer months. Columbia grind 
house will continue operating seven 
lavs a week, 


Theatre 


one 


claim there 


operators 


Theatres | 
the | 


is; 


not sufficient business for three 
major houses with industrial con- 
ditions off and also blame distribs 
for excessive film costs. East Liv- 
erpool, with a population of 25,000, 
has three first-run houses in com- 
petition with each other, and none 
have be@n doing anything for sev- 
eral weeks, although they have been 
open Sundays for some time. 


Dallas. 

First shifts in P-P’s new south- 
west setup under Maurice Barr af- 
fect mostly managers. Marsline 
Moore from Palace, Dallas, to 
Worth, Fort Worth; Frank Weath- 
erford steps up from house mer. to 
Pal vacancy: Paul Short moving 
down street here to Old Mill, fol- 
lowing closing of Melba. Clifford 
Stiff, former divish exec, who was 
pro temp doctoring the Worth, 
| joining John Friedl in Minneapolis. 


Dallas. 
Announced that both the Palace 
and Melba may be forced to close. 
Notices have been given to opera- 
tors and stage hands. 


Dallas. 
Terminating years of service with 
Universal, R. C. Mcllheran out as 
manager for local branch, succeed- 
ed by E. S. Olsmith, formerly with 
Dickinson circuit, Oklahoma. 





: Denver. 

Robbers tied the night watchman 
in the basement, burned the lock 
off the safe and escaped with $1,000 
at the State theatre. Didn't take 
$1.50 watchman had on him. 

Cracksmen blew the safe of the 
Crown, Laramie, Wyo., and escaped 
with $350. J. G. Burbank, owner, 
heard the explosion and notified po- 
lice, but the safeblowers had fled 
when the officers arrived. 

Cc. W. Hime, owner of the build- 
ing, has taken over the Princess at 
Ault, Colo., and will operate. 

Palace, Lordsburg, N. M., 
after bad fire. 

Colonial, Pueblo, Colo., and Star, 
Fowler, Colo., close. 


open, 


Chariton, Ia. 
Ritz was looted of $500, boxoffice 
receipts, shortly after show was 
closed and money stowed in vault. 





Marshalltown, Ia. 
Publix Strand dark for summer. 





Pittsburgh. 
Tiny Avenue Cinema, foreign film 
site, closing for the summer next 
week, gives Pittsburgh second clos- 
ing in as many weeks. Harris 
pulled up shutters for warm months 
fortnight ago. 


Penn and Stanley go stageless 
June 17, first time this has ever 
happened locally. 


Greenwich, Conn., June 6. 
Municipal cfficials ordered RKO 
Pickwick to cut down the house 
marquee as being two feet over- 
long and above ordinance require- 
ments. Means a $1,000 expense, 


dead black. 








Olga Swertlow made manager of | 
Tuxedo, Bronx, N. Y., a Lee Ochs | 
house. She is the first femme man- , 
ager in the Bronx. i 

| Columbus, June 6. 

Operators at all downtown thea- 
tres agreed to another salary cut 
Ohio, Grand and Majestic oper- 
ators swung into line easily, but 

i the boys at the RKO Palace not so| 
;easy to handle. New cut brings 


+ Lor 7 1. 
them do eR 


wn to $72 per we 


Black and White 


Now and then, but not very often, 
a straight black and white lobby 
is a profitable departure from the 
usual highly colored displays. But 
the black should be sparingly used 
ind should be a glossy and not a 
This may appear to be 
immaterial thing, but it seems 
make a great difference. 

The lobby walls should be masked 
with white cheesecloth or other 


an 
to 


in 


| material and it should be white and 
inot 


| oilcloth can be used very effectively 


the usual cream color. Black 
to get contrast, with straight drap- 
ing or cutout letters and even sile- 
houet heads. Frames should be in: 
white with white cards lettered in 
black. In one instance the gag was 
carried to the point of putting the 
doorman into white trousers and cap 
with a black coat. 

Idea should be held back for a 
smash pictyre which does not lend 
itself to the usual schemes, but 
when properly carried out the differ- 
ence in the appearance fairly slaps 
the passer-by. 


Elaborated Trailers 


ae Los Angeles. 
Giving production to _ trailers, 
Loew's State has instituted an elab- 
orate policy for each next week's 
announcements. Wide screen dis- 
plays a moving picture around the 
regulation trailer, which also in« 
cludes added selling cards, and su« 
perimposed over this is a color 
wheel. 
Effect is to give interest and nove 
elty to the cut-and-dried trailer, 


Circus Business 


It doesn’t do mu~-" good to try 
and fight the circus the day of itg 
showing. The only thing to do is to 
collect on the crowd the circus 
draws. Most circuses no longer use 
parades, so tailing the procession 
is out, but you can keep a light 
truck perambulator moving up and 
down and urging the crowds to see 
your picture before they go home, 
Most of the out of town patrons 
come for the afterncon show. Urge 
them to make a complete day of it 
and see your picture before they 
start for home. 

Get up some attractive, but in- 
expensive novelty, to be given to 
everyone listing your show for the 
next two weeks. Many oz them will 
be in town again. Sell them on 
coming to see you. 

Post the streets leading to the 
Show lot. Rube the crowd with a 
clown, if you have a man who can 
be really funny. Get an eccentric 
couple in a broken down horse 
drawn rig to drive around the 
streets. Do your best to get the 
minds of the crowd fixed on your 
show as well as on the tents. You 
can pull some of the crowd after 
the performance to offset the busi- 
ness you'll probably lose when the 
townfolk go to the night show, 


Story Nights 

Story nights provide a different 
slant on home-talent stuff. Man- 
ager figured that most men rather 
pride themselves on their ability to 
tell stories, so he splits the shows 
on a dead night with a 20-minute 
interlude in which 10 men get two 
minutes apiece in which to tell a 
story. 

Entrants have to register in ad- 
vance and tell the story they intend 
to spring on the audience. If it’s too 
blue or over the time limit, it’s out. 
Men line up on the stage and each 
springs his gag, while a timer holds 
a stop watch. If he runs over the 
two minutes he’s gagged. Winner 
picked by the applause. 

No repeaters are allowed unless 
10 new ones fail to register, and 
then the man with the encore gets 
a chance if he can tell a new one. 

Works out funnier than it sounds, 
because a lot of them are trying to 
get a three-minute story into the 
limit by talking fast. Story does 
not have to be original, but it hag 
to be good. First man to submit 
the story gets the chance to tell it, 


Cold Storage 

Neighborhood house in the bete 
ter residential district in Brooklyn 
has borrowed a large electrical re- 
frigerator for the summer and ofe« 
fers to check meat and other veg- 
etables while the owners watch the 
show. 

Idea developed when a woman 
patron complained that when she 
sat through the feature at the mat- 
inee she got out so late that the 
shops were crowded and she had 
to wait her turn, yet she could not 
buy earlier and sit with a leg of 
lamb in her lap. 


Now housewives can make their 
purchases in mid-afternoon, when 
trade is slack, and park it in the 
icebox, going home about the time 
the butche and other stores are 


crowded with last minute shoppers 
for supper. It seems to make an 
appreciable diffe.ence in the aftere 
noon receipts. 

Vayoff for the icebox is a sticker 
for the refrigerator on packe 


ice 


each 
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COUP DE ROULIS 


(Continued from page 21) 


Maurice Larrouy; already turned 
into anh operetta by Albert Wille- 
metz with music by Andre Messa- 
ger. Direction is credited to Jean 
de la Cour, but he has been greatly 
helped by Leo Lasko, whose Ger- 
manic touch can easily be felt, with 
reminiscences of ‘Captain Crad- 
deck. Stery is strictly nautical, 
show‘ig an imbecile member®of 
Parliament, after denouncing the 
navy, appointed as special investi- 
gator. and making a cruise on board 
a man-of-war, with his daughter as 
secretary. The politician gets in- 
volved with a demi-mondaine, and 
the daughter marries a voung offi- 
cer. 

The whole thing could easily . be 
compressed into 60 minutes’ fast 
work. Film, when reaching the the- 
atre, lasted two hours, and had to be 
considerably cut down by the man- 
agement. Much needless yodeling 
and slow stuff was weeded out, and 
production is now shown as fair 
entertainment, due to Max Dearly’s 
acting, with indifferent 
support, especially fronmr the women. 
Apart from too much chorus sing- 
ing by sailors and officers, film in- 
cludes a tremendous amount of 
yodeling by principals. 

Sound retakes are frequently un- 
pleasantly noticeable. 

Some open sea views of the fleet 
are okay, but inside camera work 
is usually rather poor, except when 


Dearly is on the spot, for which 
special care seems to have been 
taken. Clarel, popular entertainer, 


adds some comedy bits as a sailor 
For Dearly it is an unqualified per- 
sonal success, the whole film hang- 
ing on his performance. He is 
usually given to hogging footage. 
but this time it is only to be re- 
gretted that he doesn’t fill more. 

A sure bet for the provinces, and 
doubly so if re-establishing slashed 
Sits permits the hicks to gape for 
two solid hours. Mazi. 


CROIX DU SUD 


(‘Ss.uthern Cross’) 


(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, May 27. 
An Andre Hugon production. Pathe 
Na‘an release. Made in Pathe Natan Join- 
ville studios. Scenario by Pau! Achard. 


Directed by Hugon. Registered R. C. A. 
Photophone. Running time, 90 minutes. 
Capucines, Paris, May 21. 

Cast: Jean Toulout, Charles de Rochefort, 
Jean Hauze, Mihalesco, Tahar Hanache, 
Suzanne Christy, Kaissa Robba. 


Like ‘Marchand de Sable,’ Andre 
Hugon’s film is worth less in the 
story than in the fine outdoors Af- 
rican photography. 

The story tells of an African chief 
marrying a white girl who, with her 
father, fell Into the hands of the 
tribe, but nevertheless is unable to 
get his mind off a girl of his own 
nation. 

Best actor is Mihalesco, who does 
a native beggar. Balance of acting 
a mere excuse for the outdoor back- 
grounds, which are much admired. 
Show opened at the Capucines with 
a gala and the personal appearance 
of Charles de Rochefort and Kaissa 
Robba—latter doing some singing 
and dancing. Mazi. 


RAZZIA IN ST. PAULI 


(Raid in St. Pauli’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, May 26. 

Orbis production and release. Story and 
direction by Werner Hochbaum. Pirotog- 
raphy, A. O. Weitzenberg. Music, Kurt 
Levaal. Cast: Cina Faltckenberg, Friedrich 
Gnass, Wolfgang Zilzer, Charly Wittong. 
Running time, Gi mins. At U. T. Kur- 
fuerstendamm, Berlin. 


A picture produced at low cost. 
The subject is not original, but in- 
teresting through the strange ar- 
tistic temperament of a young, so 
far unknown film director. The 
picture should bring its investment, 
about $8,000. 

The young director is Werner 
Hochbaum. He sometimes succeeds 
in breaking through the unoriginal 
manuscript, written by himself, to 


make it highly interesting. He 
shows a day and a night in the 
harbor quarters of Hamburg. He 


gives signs of a strong sense for 
picture characterizing and artistic 
vitality. A young damsel lives to- 
gether with a bey who plays piano 
in a cheap bar. The life with its 
troubles has both down and they 
forgot long ago wha: they were to 
each other. The girl longs for-a 
sensation and this desire becomes 
a fact. A young criminal is pursued 
by the police for having broken 
into a jeweler’s. He chases over 
roofs, etc. and lands in her room. 
They fall in love, wan* to run away, 
but not before saying good-bye to 
the pianist. But the police nab the 
criminal after a fight and the girl 
continues her life with the pianist. 

Hochbaum loses himself in too 
many details and too many cuts, 
but all in all he creates a few im- 
pressive scenes. Fo- instance, in 
showing the pursuit of the criminal 
by the police. One seens nothing 
but chasing legs, in front those of 
the boy, followed by the legs of the 


policemen. Or Hochbaum charac- 
terizes a person by showing his 
room with a panorama shooting. 


the untidiness, primitive taste and 
inclination for dollies such as are 
bought in cheap restaurants, show 
the personality whose background 
they are. Or he shows, in the Rus- 


*} Home, 


sian manner, contrasting to a scene, 
a board with the inscription ‘“weet 
Happiness Alone.’ Hoch- 
baum has the best of chances, if 
well conducted. Ee has to learn a 
lot still, especially continuity, preg- 
nant and real dialog (failu e in the 
present picture) and sure and cuiet 
directing of actors. 

Guiseppe’s Becce’s music, as al- 
ways fascinating and melodious, 
but without a hit. Excellent is A. O. 
Weitzerberg’s photography. Sound 
reproduction sometimes 


Also Wolfgang Zilzer, well charac- 
terized as pianist. Magnus. 


Cotfeur Pour: Dames 


(‘Ladies’ Hairdresser’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, May 27. 
Paramount Joinville production. Para- 
mout release. Directed by Rene Guissart. 
Seenario by Paul Armont and Marcel Ger- 


the current beauty parlor appeal on 
women. The raising to the 
nacle of an uncouth shepherd who 
treats women like lambs and their 
hair like wool, is what makes the 
film funny. As the shepherd who 
becomes the Napoleon of hairdress- 
ers, Fernand Gravey is excellent and 
happily cast in a part where his sex 
appeal is exploited. The girls are 
mere support, and entirely. satis- 
factory in that capacity. 

> A certain amout of painted scen- 
ery has been used for b.ckground, 
anc apart from a couple of ritzy 
hairdressing parlor sets, production 
cost should be very small, making 
this profitable celluloid. 

From the technical point of view, 
film is okay; as well for direction 
as for photo and sound. Tempo has 
been maintained evenly and fast 
throughout, though at the cost of 
some slight slowing up it permits 
inserting some songs by Gravey for 
provincial showings, where duration 
of featur” is appreciated more than 
fast tempo. Mazi. 


Der Schrecken der 


Garnison 


(‘Terror of the Garrison’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

Tobis production and Capital release over 
here. Features Felix Bressart, with Lucie 
Englische, Adele Sandrock, Tamara Desni, 
Otga Limburg, Albert Paulig and Ernst 
Behmer. Story by B. E. Luthge and Karl 
Not. Supervision of Gustav Althoff. Di- 
rected by Carl Boese. W. Hameister and 
H. Gottschalk, camera. Arthur Guttman, 
music. Gustav Altheff and Kar! Wilcezyn- 
ski, lyrics. Dr. Seidi, sound. Hildegarde 
Grebner, montage. At the Hindenberg the- 
atre, New York, for a grind run, starting 
May 31. Running time, 80 minutes. 





After waiting for more than a 
year for censor approval, this pic- 
ture comes to the screen. What the 
trouble was can be gathered from 
the fact that this is a German mili- 
tary story, with the soldiers still 
after the girls. Another 20 minutes 
out of present 80 would probably 
help still more, for there are some 


overlong sequences which never 
would be missed, the loose con- 
struction of the story permitting 


the introduction of scenes which 
have no direct bearing on the plot. 

Better for those of German birth 
than those born in this country, 
since the essence of the comedy is 
the flouting of the military system. 
Sound only fair, photography good 
and direction excellent. But dialog 
all-essential in thin story. 

A private whose complete indif- 
ference to discipline renders him 
popular with his superiors loves a 
little girl who runs a photograph 
gallery, and for her he steals some 
fruit from the palace garden. He is 
arrested, but vegged off by the 


for him, also happily solves her own 
love affair with a subaltern. That's 
virtually the story. 
and comedy situations. Much of 
the talk is brisk and brings laughs, 
and one or two bits of business are 
funny in any language, as when the 
pest plays a penny whistle and one 
of the officers in the Princess’ pri- 
vate orchestra gets blamed for the 
sour notes. But not enough of these 
to make the picture interesting to 
the non-German-speaking patron, 
Apparently the story carried 
songs, but these have been cut to a 


Sandrock, a veteran with a splendid 
voice, handles some comeds 
with fine and restrained effect, and 
there is a competent supporting 
cast 


bits 





incompre- | 





hensible. Gina Falckenberg, in the | 
cast, not sure of herself anc not 
attractive enough. Excellen. as 
criminai type is Friedrich Gnass. 








No Heel 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Director, interviewing Buster 
Phelps for a part, asked the 
kid how old he was. 

Tm five and a half,’ the boy 
replied, ‘but take the heels off 
my shoes and 1 can play four- 
year-old parts.’ 


Studio Placements 











Katherine Clare Ward, ‘Make Me 
a Star,’ Par. 

Eric Linden, Arlene Judge, Greg- 
ory Ratoff with Lionel Barrymore 
in ‘Sweeni-gs,’ Radi». 

Bruce Cabot opposite Fay Wray 
in ‘Kong,’ Radio. 

J. BP. McGowan to direct ‘Hurri- 


cane Express’ serial for Mascot. 

Buster Phelps, ‘One Way Pas- 
sage,” WB. 

Helen Vincent, Joseph Cawthorn, 
‘They Call It a Sin,” WB. 

William Pawley, off contract at 
Fox, goes to Metro for a part in 
Buster Keaton’s ‘Speak Easily. 
(Gardner & Vincent placed). Sidney 


| Toler, same picture. 

Virg wzia Bruce, Hedda Hopper 
Marion Lessing, Down Stairs,’ 
' Metro. 

sob Steele, Josie Sedgwick, Ear! 


; Devine, Bob Hamens, Julian Rivero. 
} Carmen LaRue, ‘Sons of Oklahoma,’ 
|directed by Robert Bradbury, Mono- 


| 


pin- | 


test is dialog | 


bidon. Music by Claude Pingeult. Re- 
corded Western Electric. Running time 95 
minutes. Paramount, Paris. 
| RS. Pre Fernand Gravey 
Se. GOR cs Ko desicccecesece Nina Myra! 
DD takhsnabh@t nse 660eubs sceeeeee Mona Goya 
i: NES «chibi So u'04,0 2.00 Irene Brilliant 
NEN. » 6000044560006 ree ™ Diane 
SNE h oa6 006 a cadiveoceees Simene Heliard 
BPOOED 6 66s cow cccseses ° . Josyane | 
WONG 6.c4n0 +06 d60ae 4640 es Palau 
Gaetan...... 006 G40660 6008 Jean Gobet 
ME. Legememset...cccccvcces Georges Mauloy 
We SAR wi on 0ssdecncen Christian Argentin | 
Tremendously entertaining and 
clicking accordingly. Fun comes 
not only from amusing situations 
well acted or from dialog, but also 
from the continuows ridiculing of 


gram. 

William Boyd, Stanley Fields, 
Clarence Wilson, ‘After the Rain.’ 
Fox. 


Blanche Freécerici, Grant Mitch- 
ell, ‘Three on a Match,” WB. 

Robert Emmett O'Connor, ‘Blonde 
Venus,’ Par. 

George Davis, ‘Love Me Tonight, 
Par. 

Frank Reicher, ‘Revolt,’ WB. 

Reginald Mason, ‘Smiling Thru,’ 
Metro. 

Raoul Whitfield, term contract as 
writer, Par. 


Tom Jackson, ‘Witheut Shame, 


Metro. 
Anita Page, ‘Skyscraper Souls, 
Metro. : 


Lina Basquette in next Hoot Gib- 
son, untitled, for Allied. Others: 
Helen Foster, Wheeler Oakman, 
Skeeter Bill Robbins, Lafe McKee 


Billy Blechter, Tom London and 
George Hayes. ,George Melford di- 
recting. 

George Brent, Ann Dvorak, Ar- 
thur Byron, Warren Hymer and 
Hardie Albright, ‘20,000 Years in 
Sing Sing,’ WB. 

George Plympton to Pathe to 


write treatment for first Spencer 
Bennett serial. 

Sidney Toler, Sarah Padden, 
‘Two Biondes,’ Metro. 


Nicholas Kabliensky, technical 


adviser ‘Most Dangerous Game,’ 
Radio. 
Lew Cody, Kenneth Thompson, 


‘70,000 Witnesses,’ Charles Rogers. 
Gene Raymond and Frances Dee 
to head cast ‘Everything for Sale, 


Par. Earle C. Kenton to direct. 
Yola d@’Arvil, ‘Man from Yester- 
day,’ Par. 


Dudley Murphy to direct ‘Hot 
Saturday, Par. Gordon Wescott in 
cast. 

Cary Grant, ‘Blonde Venus,’ Par 

Mona Maris, John T. Murray, 
‘Man Called Back,’ Tiffany. 

Richard Tucker, ‘Children 
Pleasure,’ Warners. 

John Marsden replacing Willard 
Robertson, ‘Cabin in the Cotton,’ 
Warners. 

Roscoe Karns, 
World,’ Warners. 

David Manners, 
Sin,’ Warners. 

Aline MacMahon, ‘Silver Dollar, 
Warners. Carl Erickson working 
with Harvey Thew on the script. 


of 


‘Two Against the 


‘They Call It 





More ‘Dragon’ Retakes 








|of the Dragon.’ 
' 


| with 


young princess, who, in interceding | 





Hollywood, June 6. 

After the first preview last week, 
Radio is planning retakes on ‘Roar 
Picture had several 
story rewrites while in production. 
the final results not satisfac- 
tory. 

So far picture has set the studio 
back around $450,000. 





HOME LOT SHORTS 
Hollywood, June 6. 
will concentrate all 
short subject production at Educa- 
tional studics. Features will be 
made at the Metropolitan plant. 
start June 
Jerry of the 


Educational 


Shorts for new 
23. First will be 


season 


the 


' Journal’ series with Jimmy Gleason 


single verse. 

Felix Bressart. a lanky comedian | 
with considerable unction and 
whose name is still box office in 
Germany, does the private, and gets 
ample footage. Lucie Englische is} 
the principal woman, who takes a'! 
back seat to the military scenes, 
and Tamara Desni also figures 
briefly as the young princess. Adele 


This will be followed by the Harry 
Langdon comedy to be directed by 
Arvid Gillstrom. 


Nolan‘s Coast Job 


Hollywood, June 6, 


J. J. Nolan, secretary of RKO-j| 
Radio, is at the studio for three 
weeks. 

lie is setting up a new accounting 
3 em to take care “| Radio's deal- 
ings with its independent producers 





WB SHORT PROD. STAYS 
IN B’KLYN UNDER SAX 


After an uncertainty of several 
weeks Warners has decided to con- 
tinue production of its short sub- 
jects in the east. Sam Sax re- 
turns to New York Wednesday and 
plans to immediately the 
Brooklyn which ha been 
for the 
will be 
at the 





reopen 
studio 
weeks. 


of 


close 
Sax 
duction 


past slx 
in charge 


studio. 


pro 


June 6. 
(4). 


Burbank, 
Sax left 


after 


Hollywood Saturday 
supervising 
at the local studio. 

Beiter that almost all people in 
New York acceptable for Warners 
type of program filler had already 
been used, and that shorts could be 
made cheaper here than at the New 
York Flatbush studio, were given 
as reasons why production might 
be centered here. 

Sax discountea this. He _ said 
that musical, vaude and night club 
personalities could be used over 
again and that there was enough 
new talent around New York for 
fresh material. 

Sax will reopen. the 
siudie June 13, with production 
starting June 290. Roy Mack is 
stayirg on here to direct the last 
of the half dozen musical shorts. 


Gibbons Gets Verdict, Stops 
Traffic in Van Beuren Suit 


Floyd Gibbons turned the Cen- 
tral Jury Court inte an autograph 
signing bee during his q.t. appear- 
ance in a $1,000 claim against Van 
Beuren Pictures, which eventuated 


six 


shorts 


Flatbush 








successfully for the war cor- 
responcent. 
This being the first time Gib- 


bens had sued anybody, and averse 
to creating any rep for himself as 
a litigant, Gibbons attempted to 
get the trial over with as quietly 
and quickly as possible, with the 
court attendants facilitating mat- 
ters by contributing a back exit. 

Amedee J. Van Beuren on the 
stand averred that Gibbons sub- 
mitted a script on spec but the 
jury held for the globe-trotting 
newspaperman that he had been 
invited to write a short piece fora 
Van Beuren short at the time of 
the Mussolini vs. the Pope row. 
The short was never made. 

Harold M. Goldblatt represented 
Gibbons. 








Stenching and Bombing 
Add to Texan Headaches 


Dallas, June 6. 


Labor troubles adding to head- 
aches. Simultaneous bombing of 
Palace and Lindsey, Lubbock indie 
stands, last week left around $5,000 
damages. FPlasts went off while 
houses empty, one bomb planted 
under stage and other in a wash- 
room. Both theatres been bothered 
since 1930 when C. C. Lindsey, indie 

wher, ditched unions. 


Another stencher, tossed into the 
Gem at Greenville, during perform- 
anee, didn’t pop. 

Lubbock explosion follows close 
on recent bombing of Publix-Aztec 
at San Antonio, in which several 
patrons were injured. 





Active Radio 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Radio put three films into work 
Monday including “Thirteen Women,’ 
directed by George Archainbaud, 
‘Chain Gang,’ by Roland Brown, and 
‘Fraternity House,” by Gregory La 
Cava. 

Two others carrying over landed 
studio in top position for activity. 


PICTURE TO PICTURE 


Hollywood, June 6. 





Emil Jensen, vice-president of 
Patrician Pictures, returned Wed- 
;nesday (1) from a Florida vacation 
|} with no production schemes. 
Patrician will lay low, said Jen- 
} sen, until getting in returns from 
Silver Lining’ which it sold to 
United Artists for release. If 


enough money comes in then may- 
be a picture in the fall. 


| Bradbury Directs Son 
Hollywood, June 6 
Bob Steele's father, Robert 


bury, is Steele in 


” 


directing 
Oklahoma,’ a Trem Carr wester? 
Picture World Wide rele 


¢ 
ip ivi 


Technicolor | 


MIX'S DIRECTOR 
QUITS BEFORE 
HE'S FIRED 


June 6 

Too much alleged interference 
| from supervisor Stanley Bergerman 
in the making of Tom Mix’s current 


Hollywood, 


starring picture ‘Kings Up’ at 
Universal forced Kur* Neuman, the 
directcr, to walk off the picture 
during final scenes. 

It appears Neuman and Berger- 
man were at loggerheads from the 
first day in production when the 
former attempted to pep up what 
he thought was a weak story. The 


super saved up his grudge until the 
final day of shooting and told Phil 
Karlistein, assistant director, and 
Gene Lewis, dialog director, that 
the picture would close that night. 


They in turn told Neuman, and 
when laiter protested to the su- 
pervisot. that he had a bunch of 


close-ups te make, Bergerman, ac- 
cording to Neuman, told the latter 
he shculd disregara the close-ups, 
and that he would stand in back of 


him waile he mad. the long shots, 
Neuman then told him he was 


through, with Bergerman shouting: 
‘You're fired.’ 





Ralph Like Fixes Studio 
On Strength of Program 


Hollywood, June 6. 

With two .more pictures to be 
completed on his George Weeks- 
World-Wide contract, Ralph Like 
expects to get vwnder way won the 
first of his 30 Majestic features by 
July 1. 

The producer, operating on fi- 
nance previously forwarded by Phil 
Goldstone, is remodeling the old 
Charles Ray studio with fancy ex- 
teriors and an additional stage. 

Studio is being identified as ‘In- 


ternational Studios’ similar to the 
name ‘National’ affixed to the old 
Stern Brothers studios when Gold- 
stone acquired the property four 
years ago to promote an _  inde- 
pendent sound recording leasing 
studio. 





No Gilbert-Lukas 


Hollywood, June 6. 

Held by retakes on ‘Undesirable 
Ladies’ for Fox, Paul Lukas will be 
unable to make Metro’s ‘Downstairs’ 
which has already started. Actor 
wasn't too anxious for the M-G 
part as he would have had to play 
second fiddle to John Gilbert. 

Lukas’ salary has been paid by 
Universal since April 15, when his 
contract was taken over from Par- 
amount, but he has yet to do a film 
there. Studio has found it profit- 
able to loan the actor out during 
this time. 


Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 


picture. Academy has no jurisdic- 
tion over the actress’ lost time so 
decision just a moral victory. 





Bachman’s First 
J. G. Bachman’s first pieturc will 
have a capital punishment theme. 
Marion Dix and William Drake 
working on the treatment. 


Woolf in Short 
German comedy stuff Edgar Al- 
lan Woolf pulls at parties appeals 
to Metro for a short. He may di- 
rect, also, making it with and 
double-by Woolf. 








Metro Keeping Gibbons 
Metro working out a new con- 
tract for Cedric Gibbons, art di- 
rector, who is on the last lap of his 
five-year term. 


Actors Want New Faces 





Glendale Showshop went shut 
Friday (2) when John Dillon Play- 
ers finished eight weeks. Partly 
sparse houses and partly because 
most of company is joining a Sig- 
nal Hiil tent show. 

Culbertson Shorts 

Zion Myers eastboard to make six 
| Ely Culbertson bridge shorts for 
tadio 

Roach’s Quiet Cast 

| Clyde Cook and Billie Bevan head 

lialogle ‘Thundering Taxies,’ first 

of Hai toach’s Taxi Boys series. 

| Paulette Goddard gets first screen 

j}part as girl Remainder oc cast are 

(‘harles Bimbi, circus clown Mar- 

vin Lobeck Nelson Store Sam 

-| Adams, Billy Engle, Frank Rice and 
». | Billy Bletcher. 
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EVEN OLD MAN 

DEPRESSION 

HAS TO SMILE! 
yelled A. 

















( CHEER UP G 
\ AMERICA! 

\ _ & 
Showmen! Tag On Toi 7 
Success! Leo Leads the Way! 


rh =: teers Be 


STEAMSHIP ‘TEXTILE 








AUTO STEEL RAIL COAL 
INDUSTRY INDUSTRY ROADS INDUSTRY INDUSTRY “INDUSTRY 


The eyes of the industrial world are on Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, shining ex- 
ample of a_company that refuses to be licked! _An inspiration to the nation! 
In the worst year of history Leo of M-G-M has backed optimism with results. 
The hell with depression! _ 











GET THIS STAMP 
ON YOU! 


There are certain exhibitors 
in this country who have the 


brains examined!” 


“They urged me to play M-G-M pic- 
ee ls ie «cheap ly Sty 19 
stamp. They walk around I passed them up. I must be nuts, Doc! 
bearing THE TRADE-MARK ] owe it to myself, to my family and to 
OF SUCCESS! They've got my public to have my brains carefully 
that M-G-M spirit of pep and examined.” 


prosperity just as surely as if 
they had the trade-mark 
stamped on them! 


—and there’s a LOOK 


in their EYE that 
says: 
















Wwes 


TO HELL with DEPRESSION! 


Frankly and fearlessly Leo 
talks to you, and urges you to 
read every word of what 
follows! 


To hell with hooey, too! M-G-M doesn’t need to 
cover precious white space with smoke screens. 
Let’s face facts in the industry today! We’re 
proud— and rightfully proud—of our product 
record of 1931-32! We're not cocky about it, 
any more than we were cocky last year or the 
years before when our record was equally good. 
If M-G-M had started to rest on its laurels at 
any time in the past couple of years, we would 
have.gone the way of all flesh! But we just stuck 
to our jobs and worked hard—darned hard—to 
maintain M-G-M’shigh position in the industry! 


The Bunk Season Is Here! 


M-G-M came to you straightforwardly at so-called ‘Announcement Time” a 
year ago and stated that we wouldn’t join the annual chorus of bull, we wouldn’t 
go off half-cocked about what we were going to 
do during a long twelve-month ahead! Exhibitors 
of M-G-M arewell-satisfied with what we delivered, 
they'd rather get results on the screen than prom- 
ises in an annual announcement. Again this year 
M-G-M calls your attention to the fact that the 
pooteectanes of pes rer look 7. — the ‘ 
same as those of another company. The artists. __ . pap 

printers and ad writers are all okay! MORAN be host — 7 vapors 


a (Watch for date!) 


After The Bull Is Over! 


It’s what happens during the course of the year that 
matters. You can’t show those pretty announce- 
ments on the screen. Those annual plans go to 
Hollywood and then it’s up to the studio! 














MUBREE 


Part of a typical M-G-M 
EXTRA AD CAMPAIGN 


in addition to Press Sheet. (continued above) 





om | 


M-G-M Studio and Others! 


It’s a shame that upheavals have to take place 
because it takes so long for readjustments and the 
product is bound to suffer! That’s why it’s a 
pleasure to watch that M-G-M studio function. 
Full steam ahead! No waste motion for political 
adjustments, new bosses, upset morale! The per- 
sonnel of M-G-M in: its Home Office and in its 










“| ought to have my 


Studio is the same live-wire crew that has given 


Motion picture patron learn- theatres rent-paying, profit-yielding product since 
ing that his a —. is 1924! Experts in each of their fields, working to- 
sO RBO'S pi My inten gether happily, enthusiastically, to make the suc- 
“AS YOU DESIRE ME.” cess for exhibitors that means the success for 


their company! When somebody tells you there’s 
a new set-up at that place and the other—remember this is no time to gamble 
on prospects. This is a time when you play safe! 


Personalities Pay! 


During tough times it becomes more apparent than 
ever that you’re licked if you haven’t got STAR 
names! Frantic efforts are being made in the in- 
dustry to build up names — but in all honesty 
a years of eRe 5 Oey ages as er 
cdge by miles. When, if ever, can this Galaxy of 
Hl oy cso _ Names be approached (just to .mention a few): 
MARIE DRESSLER, NORMA SHEARER, 
GRETA GARBO, JOAN CRAWFORD, WALLACE BEERY, JOHN BARRY- 
MORE, MARION DAVIES, CLARK GABLE, ROBERT MONTGOMERY, 
RAMON NOVARRO, JACKIE COOPER, LIONEL BARRYMORE, WILLIAM 
HAINES, BUSTER KEATON, JIMMY DURANTE, LEWIS STONE—we could 
go on indefinitely. They’re all M-G-M contract. names! 


Think This Over! 


Years ago, prior to the entrance of M-G-M 
in the industry, the film company which 
was then on top was subject to all 
kinds of petty criticism and abuse. It is 
always the case. But the motion picture 
industry is interested in one thing only, 
and demands one thing only — the best 
available product! It will interest film circles 





“1 CUT MY NOSE TO 
this year to know that the circulation of ’ SPITE MY FACE!” 


A few exhibitors who allowed thetr 
competition to get M-G-M this year 
will think it over more carefully in 


M-G-M pictures in the season 1931-32 
will exceed its circulation of 1930-31:Think ” 
that over! 


1932-33. 
Our Obligation! Your Obligation! 
We sincerely believe we have an obli- Has the industry a reciprocal obliga- 
gation to the industry. M-G-M pictures tion to M-G-M? We sincerely believe 
have been bought as a form of insur- it has a community interest in helping 
ance this past year and they have ful- us to bring to the screen the important 
filled their obligation to keep many attractions, the Big Entertainments, 
theatres open. It has beena sacred trust, the Big Stars of great appeal that have 
we welcomed that trust. We did not stimulated attendance! We can’t do 
fail our trust! Many a man in this busi- it alone. We néed your sympathy. 


ness has said: “I wonder 
what would have hap- 
pened without M-G-M’s 
remarkable support at 
the box-office!” The 
same question may be 
asked about the year to 
come! 


We need your coopera- 
ation. We have received 
that in abundance from 
exhibitors who recognize 
M-G-M’s life-sustaining 
position in this industry 
and are willing to enthu- 
siastically go along withit! 


Here’s a survey of 203 theatres The GOLDEN 
playing M<G-M product in os, LADDER of M-G-M! 


situations. The average business 






































done in those theatres in 1931 Get on Top ! 
{ is shown by the center line. The Sits neh 
ee other line shows business done by Greta Garbo | y 
NORMA SHEARER those same theatres playing Norma Shearer Fa Top! 
CLARK GABLE | M-G-M product for three months jE 
in “Strange Interlude.” of 1932. Marion Davi 


This will be sensational! 


Another Obligation! | === 


The people of America have a 
habit of getting the best, no matter 
what type of merchandise it may 
be. A theatre may be free of com- 
petition, but it is néver free of 

Le the obligation to give its patrons 
GRETA GARBO in Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer Stars, 
“As You Desire Me.”” Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Hits—the 

It's BIG! entertainment that is talked about, oe 
written about and which eventu- 
ally is sought out by ticket-buyers! 
The theatre which is in this busi- 
ness to stay will never say: ‘‘The 


public be damned!”’ 
LES! 


TALK about MIRAC 





Clark Gable 


William Haines | 
Jimmy Durante | | 
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? Jonah and ™. 
x 4 Peo Walter Huston 
; ‘ay the whale ; ———< 
+ was the talk : Polly Moran 






. es | 
of his era! y Helen Hay wet 






, . : . Jean Harlow se 
Nagle at : Robert Young | 1 
Daniel in the lion’s os 
den was the sensa- t 
tion of his century! se 


BUT THE MIRACLE OF ALL TIME! 

METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER’S 

Life Saving Product Licks The 

Greatest Depression of History: 
(It’s a Pleasure!) 













John Milian = 
Hedda Hopper 
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PUBLIX EXTENDS FREE 
~ PARKING T0 HELP B.O. 


Free parking as an inducement to 
theatre patronage may be provided 
by Publix and possibly cther chains 
in the country’s keys following a 
few experiments in that direction. 
For sometime now providing free 
parking in Denver and 
Los Angeles, Publix has effected an 
for checking 
of cars at the Paramount, Brooklyn. 

Through a tie-up locally by Mau- 
Bergman of 





Chicago, 


arrangement costless 


rice the Brooklyn, 
their cars 
at the Brooklyn Parking Terminal 
behind the house, with the box of- 
fice validating the stub when ticket 


is bought. 


house patrons can leave 


According to Publix, the free 
parking thing will be handled lo- 
cally from plans, with managers or 


district managers making the ar- 
rangements. The b. o. tonic for car 


trade can be applied only where’ 
space for open-air parking or a 
garage is large enough to accom- 


modate bulk business. 


It’s out for New York, with no 
garage or space near enough to the 
Paramount to handle. Brooklyn is 
the first to give the free parking 
idea a trial around Greater New 
York, 

In Chicago B. & K. has parking 
facilities at no cost to patrons in 
connection with five of its houses, 
Southtown, Uptown, Norshore, Gate- 
way and Congress. The chain is 
largely inclined to trying the ex- 
periment elsewhere, if practical, 
after studying results in Chicago. 

It was found in an analysis that 
at the Southtown, 15% _of the trade 
is attracted from suburbs as far as 
18 miles away, with some extra 
patronage from 50 miles distant. At 
least 10 cars a week arrive from 
across the Wisconsin line, 70 miles 
away. 

Cost at Southtown, felt typical for 
checking purposes, reveals cost to 
Publix over a three months’ period, 
has been less than 8c a car. 


Asst. Mer. and Usher Foil 
Warner, Pitts., Stick-Up 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 


Charles Murray, assistant man- 
ager of the Warner, and Leroy 
Carney, an usher, saved their house 
several thousand dollars in week- 
end holiday receipts here last week 
when they slammed the door of the 
office entrance into the face of a 
young bandit just as he fired a shot 
from a revolver. The bullet just 
grazed Murray’s hand. . 

The would-be bandit, Angelo De 
Renzo, a 17-year-old youth from 
Youngstown, O., was later captured 
after a five-block chase. Two of- 
ficers, in the audience, heard the 
shot and went after him. 

The crowd at the Warner, watch- 
ing ‘State’s Attorney,’ was startled 
by the gun-play, but house attaches 
averted any disorder, 








xix SNAKES 


Southern Idea Hits Halsey, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y: 





The snake scare for theatres that 
refuse to employ union labor is 
spreading into the east. Several 
occurances were reporte®, during 
the past year, notably from the 
south. In one a theatrical union 
operative was arrested after de- 
positing snakes in an indie house. 


The practice has struck Greater 
New York, with the discovery of 
a bag of snakes at the Halsey, 


Brooklyn, independent combination 
house operated by Joe Quittner. 
House has been operating all sea- 
son on a non-union basis. 





TEXAN EXHIB-DISTRIB 
TEST SUIT UP FOR OCT. 


Dallas, June 6, 
Practically all the major distribs 
ar: slated for a test anti-trust hear- 
ing at Tyler, Tex., in October on 











charges filed by L. M. Threet, east 
Tex. indie. Threet maintains dis- 
tributors set up an unfair monop 
through East Texas Theatres, Inc., 


and Jefferson Amusement Co., Pub- 
lix subsids, by withholding product. 
Both chains are also involved in the 
suits. 

Exhib started legal attack sev- 
eral months ago but courts just 
now acting. Case spotted as a sort 
of guide by other disgruntled indies 
in this section. 


St. Paul Theatres In for 
Bldg. 0.0. After Mishap 


St. Paul, 

Score of patrons miraculously 
escaped injury when front third of 
the ceiling of the Strand theatre, 
15c grind house Publix operates in 
loop, caved at noon hour, Thursday 
(2). House closed immediately, 
giving back the only three bucks in 
the till. Not a soul, was scratched. 
The dailies, playing ball in noble 
fashion and figuring theatres al- 
ready hard enough pressed, didn’t 
mention the episode. 

Quiet investigation under way as 
to why city building inspector didn’t 
know of dangerous condition. Crash 
was heavy enough to smash seats 
into kindling wood. As result other 
showshops are drawing a thorough 
going over. 





June 6, 





Les Dally for B’way Par 


Les Dally, veteran Chicago dis- 
trict manager for B. & K., took 
over the management of Publix’s 
most important theatre, Paramount, 
on Broadway on June 8. He suc- 
ceeds Ted Leeper, manager of the 
house since its opening and said 
to be the highest-priced manager in 
business. 

Leeper was offered another as- 
signment by Publix, said to have 
been management of tho Rialto, N. 
Y., at a cut in salary, but refused 
and resigned. 


BUFFALO IN MIDST OF 
GENERAL UNION ROW 


Buffalo, June 6. 

Labor troubles which have been 
long brewing broke wide open this 
week with the stagehands at the 
Lafayette, independent first run 
house, walking and stationing pick- 
ets in front of the theatre. 

The agreement calling for four 
hands expired May 26. The theatre} 
asked for a reduction to two for the 
|Summer in line with the same con- 
cession which the union made the 
house last summer. Each of the 
hands is at present receiving $60 
per week. The union turned down 
the management’s proposal follow- 
ing which two week’s notice was 
given by the theatre to the hands 
upon receipt of which the latter 
walked. Four men were immedi- 
|} ately placed to picket the theatre. 
| George H. MacKenna, manager, 








| procured a warrant charging Ed- 
ward Shannon, one of the four 


stagehands doing the picketing with 
| dissemination of false statements 
following which Shannon was ar- 
rested and arraigned in City Court 





where an adjournment was taken. 
The charge is one of the few in- | 
dictable misdemeanors under the 


New York State Penal Law. 

It is expected that retaliatory 
measures in the form of a sympathy 
strike by musicians and operators 
may be taken, 

At the same time, it is reported | 
that the Shea-Publix management 
is dissatisfied with the present con- 
cessSions made by the unions under 
which the stagehands and musicians 
had agreed to work one.week in 
June and one week in August with- 
;}out compensation, It is understood 
that Shea has served two weeks’ 
notice upon the unions and unless 
some satisfactory downward ad- 
justment of scales is effected, clos- 
|ing of both the Hipp and the Cen- 
| tury is in prospect. 


Boosted Scale Kills Off 
Chicago Injunction Suit 


Chicago, June 6. 

Rivoli Theatre company withdrew 
its suit for injunction against five 
local exchanges, Fox, Warner, 
Metro-Goldwyn, Paramount and 
Universal. ‘Theatre was suing on 
the charge that the exchanges 
planned to refuse to deliver product 
already contracted for because the 
theatre had nipped prices from 30c 
to 15c. 

Deal was seitled out of court 
when the house suddenly canceled 
its 15c admish and reverted to the 
former higher tariff. 








F-WC DIV. CHANGES 
Los Angeles, June 6. 

Jack Frost, former Fox-West 
Coast division manager in the 
northwest, hag been appointed dis- 
trict manager for Oakland succeed- 
ing Richard Spier, who has been 
placed in charge of deluxe operation 
in San Francisco. 

Both appointments are in the San 
Francisco division under A. M. 
Bowles. 








Wrong Mann—Sues 


Dallas, June 6, 
Besides good biz, Publix has fur- 
ther memo of ‘Scarface’ here. One 
WwW. L. M. Mann, native, suing for 
$40,000 damages because his pict 
was used by mistake:‘in lobby dis- 
play at Melba gathered from a de- 
tective magz’s yarn of local crime, 
involving another Mann. Mag made 
original bull, but no holler there. 
Wants $25,000 actual and $15,000 
exemplary balm. 





—_—— 
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Allied Issues Last Word 


To Unions on Operators 
Detroit, June 6. 

Allied Theatres has issued an ul< 

timatum to the operators union de- 


| manding a 20% reduction in scale 


} to train 


uffected 


to run for 15 months ending Aug. 
31, 1933. Union has been given 
until June 15 to answer. In the 
event of refusal the theatres plan 
their open shop operators 
during the period the present agree- 
ment runs until Aug. 31. Theatres 
are only subsequent runs, 








723 Seventh Avenue 








MAN WHS 


THIRTY-TWO BOX OFFICE SMASHES 
FOR 1932-3 


Available at 36 Monogram Exchanges 
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RETURN ENGAGEMENT WITHIN A MONTH 


(BASSO) 


IN A NEW ITALIAN PROGRAM 


STATION WEAF, WEDNESDAYS AT 10:15 A. M. 


“STEERO” PROGRAM 






KUZNETZOFF * NICOLINA 


(SOPRANO) 


This Week (June 3} ROXY, New York 








GEORGIE STOLL 


Now Producing Stage Shows 


6th MONTH 


Paramount Theatre, Los Angeles 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing and 
Where and Why 


au th. 


Jack's Great Show ’ 


Jack Partington back in form as 


ace producer getting “Gus Edwards’ 
Radio Stars” into tip-top shape as 
Fanchon and Marco Idea Jack 


grabbed Hollywood Theatre, Broad- 
way, for rehearsals through kind- 
ness Harold Kemp and Harry 


(Cleveland) Charnas Idea holds 
Eddie Bruce, Leota Lane, Four Al- 
bee Sisters, Bill Aronson, Tony 


Pagliacci and John Tio, marv par- 


rot. Plus some Partington produc- . 


tion punches. 


Trix Won't Worry 
Trixie Friganza is one stage per- 
geonage who doesn’t give a worry 
about getting stout, she tells Coast 
pressboys. Her “Discoveries” Idea 
going over big along F & M route, 
and Trix seems to be known every- 


where. ‘Discoveries are Keene 
Twins Moro and Yaconeli, Mark 
Pepper, Bunny Bronson, Stadler 


Rose Trio, Ruth Layne and Paul 
Howard. Out to stop the Gus Ed- 
wards’ bunch as |] & M _ show- 
stoppers. 


Lake Goes Big 


Arthur Lake gets big hand from 
movie fans at Fox Theatre, Brook- 
lyn Rian James, Brooklyn Eagle 


star writer, in special on radio’s 
Mildred Bailey, mentions that ca- 
reer dated from F & M Coast au- 
dition. Bronx (New York) Journal 
comments on success of Skouras- 
Audubon shows with local talent as 
put on by Charley Carroll and 
Teddy King. Trini and other big 
F & M acts in vaude at this house. 


Originals Go Along 

Despite that full length “Desert 
Song” played to half million peo- 
ple in Los Angeles, F & M version 
turned ’em away for entire week at 
Loew’s State, that city. Idea has 
Perry Askam, John Wagner and 
most of original Coast cast. Ed 
Russell, original direct.-, company 
manager on tour and Cecil Stewart, 
original musical director, along to 
handle that end for F & M and 
theatres playing this famous Idea. 


Wampas Honor Fanchon 


Hollywood’s famous Wampas 
make their bow to F & M show 
supremacy with “Fanchon and 
Marco Night” in honor of famous 
producing couple. Fanchon will 
appear in person, but brother Marco 
can’t get around due to New York 
dates. Marco in from Chicago Sat- 
urday. M. D. Howe left Manhat 
Friday to visit F & M key spots and 
corral some Fall opening dates. 
“Doc” will then spend couple 
months at F & M Coast studio. 


Troupe Bosses Named 


Managerial appointments include 
R. R. Newman for “Bag o’Tricks” 
Idea, James Early “Tahiti,” Nick 
Wagner “Mickey and Minnie.” 
Blanche Sweet opening July 3 in 
her Parisian revue at the Man- 
chester, Los Angeles. Johnny Burke 
and Nina Olivette jump from Man- 
hat to F & M studio, Hollywood, 
then to Fox, St. Louis, to join 
“Buddies” Idea. And Gae Foster, 
train-catching producer, goes Holly- 
wood to St. Louis to cover “Bud- 
dies” there. 


Bright Kerchief This 


“Bandana” Idea, a Gae Foster 
production, opens State, Los An- 
geles, Friday. Has Sylvia Clark, 
Lassiter Brothers, Juggling Davey 
and others not announced, also un- 
usual dancing ensemble. Leoni- 
doff’'s next features Flo Lewis, 
O'Connor Family, Pasquali Broth- 
ers. Ducalion, ladder climbing Brit- 
ish comic, goes into “Impressions” 
Idea at Denver with some new and 
utterly bewildering ladder stunts to 
make natives gasp. 


Seek F & M Stars 
Gilda Gray renouncing movies for 
a stage tour found that the talkie 
makers wanted her just the same, 
sjennie Ziedman in particular with 
“Minnie the Moocher,” Reri, too, 
finds her F & M route a movie en- 
ticement, Manager Mildred Luber 
turning down two offers. Gene 
Morgan, that swell comedian, back 
in the fold with F & M as laugh 
ezar in “King of Mirth.’ Chamber- 
lin and Hines and Maxine Lewis 

also in. Leonidoff direction. 


Chapeau Item 
“Stitch in Time” girls wore first 
straw hats of season when playing 
Fox, Brooklyn, through Brooklyn 
Journal tieup, engineered by Morris 
Kinzler, Fox p.a. “Chains” Idea 
Sunkists performed dance steps on 
roof city hoosegow so that Portland 
(Ore.) cameramen could stay happy 
and Paramount Theatre receive 

much pictorial news space, 





‘BIGGEST SHO 
IN TOWN 


Crowds shopping for entertain- 
ment pack the theatre that gives 
most for their dollars. 


The “nearly-as-good” house plays 
to empty seats. 


The only way to be sure of giving 
the ace show every week is by put- 
ting flesh on the stage. 


The little added to your nut adds 


a lot to your net. 


F&M proves it every day! 


FANCHON:MARCO 


INC, 


Offices 
HOLLYWOOD e SAN FRANCISCO e SEATTLE @ MILWAUKEE 
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Coast Indies’ Short 
Inning of Good Biz 
Hit by F-WC Prices 


Los Angeles, June 6. 
a lull of four 





After 
changes of ownership among south- 
ern California theatres, house trad- 
ing has been resumed with 
changes the past week. 
business among the 
when they were underselling Fox- 
West. Coast, responsible for let- 
down in theatr2 deals but with the 
circuit now meeting 
managements are once 
switched with renewed activity. 

Changes in theatre operation 
Avalon, Los Angeles, from E. 
man to M. 


months in 


good smalilies, 


more being 


Hart- 
Hoffman; Dreamland, 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“KEEP KLOWNING” 


. Gens « 4) Seow, Jersey City 





“COLLINS 
PETERSON 


Direction:—SAM LYONS 


A FLING OF FUN 
STAN 


KAVANAGH 


Dir.:—AL GROSSMAN 


CHESTER HALE’S 
24 BEST STEPPERS 











12 | 
Spurts of | 


competition | 


: Riverside, L. A.., 





A Coast Marquee 





Los Angeles, June 6. 
Marquee of a dark_ film 
house reads: ‘Closed because 
the rent was too high.’ 











L. A. from C. Davis to 
Harrison: Melrose, L. 
lland Theatres to 


George H. 
A. from West- 





previous owner, 
A. Alperstein: Savoy, IL. A. from 
Dave Rector to Fred Garrahan: El- 
sinore, Elsinore, Calif. fron J 
| Lamphire to Foster Johnson: Ritz 
|\Long Beach, from Mrs. La Rue to 
IR. F. Bagg: Avalon, L. A., from 
Perlstein and Coleman to M. Huff- 
man; Crrstal and Jewel, L. A., from 
1C, J. Carman to Irving Seligman: 


from E. W. Fletch- 





ler to M. H. Allison; Montrose, Calif., 
from M. Meyer to H. G. Adams; 
National City, National City, Calif., 
from Zack Harris to Goldfarb & 
Flax. 
Shut 

Houses closed: Grand, Miami, 
Ariz.; Ramona, Phoenix, Ariz.: and | 
State, Tempe, Ariz. for the summer. 
Also Rainbow, Glendale, Calif.: 
Royal, L. A.; Triangle, L. A.: Vic- 


Calif.; California, 
and Alhambra, Al- | 


|tor, Victorville, 
Ontario, Calif. 
| hambra, Calif. 

Theatres reopened: 
Vegas, Nev., by L. Hughes: Bur- 
| bank, formerly Victory, Burbank, 
| Calif., with RCA equipment by Par- 
;}amount Theatres; La Habra, La 
Habra, Calif., by Blank and Swan- 
| son; oe L. A., by J. Finger; 
| Gem, L. A., by H. Hicks, old owner. 

New theatres opened: Wardman’s, 
| Whittier, Calif. 900 seats, 
| equipment, by D. S. Bushnell. 

Seven local houses cut their ad- 
mission scalés and one raised the 
price. 


Airdrome, Las 
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A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“PARISIENNE” 


a Seat 4) Century, _ Baltimore — 


FRANK RADCLIFF 


with 


GENE RODGERS 
“DARK DOINGS” 


Dir. CHAS. FITZPATRICK 


LEE GAILS 


DIR: JOHN HICKEY 


ANITA AVILA 
a JACK NILE 


DANCERS 
Style — Sophistication — Humor 


SILVIA NELSON 


Singer of Charm and Beauty 














A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“BROADWAY REVUE" 


(June 4) Palace, Washington 
STARRING 
HARRY 


ROSE 


“The Broadway Jester” 


Pir.s Wm. 
THE TELEPATHIC HUMORIST 


NORMAN 


FRESCOTT 


Dir.: Cargill and Dobson 


BUSTER SHAVER 


OLIVE & GEORGE BRASNO 
in 
“Brief Moment” 





Morris 














A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“HELLS-BELLES” 


(une 4) Paradise, New York 


STONE and 
VERNON 
Casino de Paris 
13 MONTHS 


The Suave Deceiver 


CARDINI 


Direction WM. MORRIS 


RUSSELL 
and 
ARMSTRONG 


“SQUIRREL FEED” 
Dir.: AL GROSSMAN 


3—MecCANN SISTERS—3 


YATES 














Direction CHAS. V. 


A LO ROD y 


“DIVE IN” 


(June 4) Penn, Pittsburgh 


JACK 


PEPPER 


“Pepping Up the Show” 


Dir.: Cargill) & Dobson 


MADELINE BERLO 


DIVING MERMAID 
Thanks to Marvin Schenck 


MACK, HAROLD and 
BOBBY 


“KIDS KIDDIN’” 
Dir: CARGILL-DOBSON 


JEANNE BEVEREAUX 


PREMIER DANCER 























A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“HI-LITES OF 1932” 


ae ee 4) _ State, Cleveland 


JIIMIVIY 
SAVO 


“The Runaway Boy” 


Dir: Sam Lyons 


VANDERBILT BOYS 


“Croonaders of Song” 


Dir.: Phil Tyrrell 


PEG LEG BATES 


World’s Greatest 
Dir,: 











Monoped Dance 
Nat Kalcheim, Wm. Morris 
Agency 


CHESTER HALE’S 
HI-LITERS 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“WESTWARD HI-HO” 


(june 4) Keith, Bostoa 


DON 
BARCLAY 


FOUR 


CARLTON BOYS 


“Knockin’ Around” 
Dir. Irv. & Chas. NV. 7. Yates — 














__Per. D 


CHESTER HALE’S 
HI-HO GIRLS 


“OSCAR RAGLAND ~~ 
and 


ROBT. G. PITKIN 





REVIVALS AND STAR 
WEEKS, SUMMER IDEA 


| HINES BACK AT CLEVELAND 


Digging up the old pictures prom- | 


|ises to become a widespread practice 


this summer, with the revival idea 


worked along some new lines. One 
| plan, that of designating star weeks. 


; up 


| 


| of 


is gaining attention following re- 


sults of a Gable Week tried in 
Cleveland by Loew’s. 

Under the plan gaining attention 
rom theatre showmer., if a weekly 


nge, an old picture of 
will 


Star des- 


be dug up, while if 
idea is given trial in dual or thrice 
changers, a corresponding number 
of previous releases of the same 


star will be booked. 
Contention from the 
is that revivals in-this new dress 
might stimulate business over the 
summer, at the same time plugging 
open playdates. 
A Gable 
the 
Loew 


theatre end 


Canadian houses in which 
is associated as a tester 


liscussion is under way for similar 


i revivals of Garbos 


| 
} 


| 


| the 


Meanwhile, exchanges : 
country are beginning to g 

numerous requests for gheturee 
which have gone off circulation or, 


at least, have passed through re- 
|lease in territories where now 
wanted. Warner Bros. have been 
getting calls for some of their ear- 





| 
| 





1(F. P.) every 














| kind in several months. 


| 


liest 
Fool’ 
way.’ 


talkers, including ‘Singing 
and ‘Gold Digs ers of Broad- 


Kansas City, June 6. 
June 17 
‘Revival Week’ 


at Loew’s Midland, 


Week is planned for one} 


| Frank Hines, 


| 
; 


| 
| 


| who 
|merce to do something about rail- 


j 


| 
| 


and several of the leading pictures | 


of 1930-31 will be shown instead of 
a customary first-run. Pictures will 
be chosen by patrons’ ballots. 
London, Canada, June 6. 

‘Revival nights’ at the Capitol 
Wednesday night after 
the regular show are proving such 
a drawing card that the same pro- 
cedure will be held at the Palace, 
also F. P. house, every Friday night. 

Palace also holds ‘dresserware 
nights’ every Thursday. 2Aex 
pendent house, stages the 
dresserware every night of 
week. 


free 
the 





Colored Film for Chi 
Regal on % Deal 


Chicago, June 6. 

Irving Yates, handling the road 
bookings of the Bill Robinson col- 
ored picture, ‘Harlem Is Heaven,’ 
has set the film at the B. & K. 
Regal here for one week starting 
June 17. Picture is being sponsored 
locally by the ‘Public Defender,’ col- 
ored newspaper. 

Deal is. understood to be on a 
guarantee and percentage basis with 
a 50-50 break over a stipulated $4,- 
000 gross. 





‘Harlem Is Heaven’ is held a sec- 
ond week at the Renaissance, in 
Harlem, after doing around $4,000 
its first week, with 50% straight 
from the first dollar to the distribu- 
tor, Lincoln. Company is booking 
the picture slowly with 
prints available on the Bill Robin- 
son talker. 


New date, also on percentage, is 


| the Castle, Detroit, Saturday (11). 





Rivalry Bombs 


Chicago, June 6. 

Black powder bomb was thrown 
into the rear entrance of the Indiana 
theatre, south side colored house, 
but didn’t do much damage. Be- 
lieved that rivalry between 
black belt houses, which have been | 
battling for business, was behind 
the pineapple. 

This is the first outbréak of its 


labor trouble was believed respon- 
sible for the bomb tossing activities, 
mostly of the perfume kind. 





Galveston, June 6. 


Bomb explosions caused damage 


estimated at $5,000 to two theatres 


| Lindsey, 
| he 
of lat 


at Kubbock, 
manager, told 
had received threats on account 
or troubles. 

Lindsey had been employing 
union operators since 1930 


authorities 


Laughton’s Eye Delays Fiim 
Hollywood, June 6 


‘Thunder Below’ has been held up 

w several days due to Charles 
Laug yn 

Latter suffering from an eys 
loot 


, inde- ; 


| 


| 





only five! 


of 
| preachers 
7-23 has been designated as | 





Return of Former RKO Moar. 
tributed to John Royal 


Cleveland, 


At- 





June 6. 


loc al 

hs is 
manag of 
here, ‘ffective 


divorced from 
half-year 
aged 


house 


RKO |] 
been 

RKO's 
June 4. 


‘falace a 
re-eng 


ago, 
as 
ace 
Hiines, let out 
last fall in house shake-up, is 

iev fluence of Johr 
Royal, N. B. C. program 

and former 


director 


Keith man, under whom 


Hines wi for Hines 


previously had managed Palace for 


irked years 


‘ , ? 
several ve 


irs, also Keith’s East End 
before that. 

John McC 
Palace for two 
shifted from Hip, closed 
mer, is promoted to city 
ship of Arkayoh houses 
nati. Corwin Collins, temporary 
sistant manager, moved back 
East End house, is succeeded 


urdy, who managed the 
being 


sum- 


after 
for 
manager- 
in Cincin- 


weeks 


as- 
to 
by 


and | Howard Higgley. 


a acount ALA MINISTERS PROTEST 


R.R. SUNDAY EXCURSIONS 


Birmingham, June 6. 
Following merchants and theatres 
asked the Chamber of Com- 


roads running week-end excursions 
out of the city carrying thousands 
dollars away a committee of 
called on railroads last 
week and- insisted that railroads 
cease carrying passengers from the 
city every week-end as church at- 
tendance was falling off. 

Merchants and theatres didn’t ask 
the railroads to stop the excursions 
but merely asked the Chamber of 
Commerce to launch a campaign for 
Sunday amusements in the city so 
railroads would run excursions here 
from other cities. Preachers, how- 
ever, asked the railroads to stop the 
biggest business getter they have 
had in years. 

The railroads told the preachers 
to look after their own business and | 
let the railroads alone. 


hon) Decides for Trial 
In J. J. Franklin Suit 


Los Angeles, June 6. 

J. J. Franklin’s attempt to have 
John C. Ragtund’s suit for delivery 
of a quarter interest in three the- 
atre companies decided by the court, 
without coming to trial, has failed. 
After holding the papers under sub- 
mission since February, Judge 
Smith refused last week to hand 
down a judgment on pleadings, 

Franklin’s answer denied that 
Raglund had presented the deal in 
the correct light or that he hed de- 
livered notes to cover the $6,150 in 
stock claimed. Franklin made a 
counterclaim for $2,500 damages. 

Original suit names Ben Berin- 
stein and B. H. Lustig jointly with 
Franklin. Sunbeam theatre, Los 
Angeles, the Spreckles in San Diego, 
and a house in National City are in- 
volved. 


Topeka’ s 10% Cut 


Topeka, June 6. 
Topeka operators have taken a 
voluntary cut of 10%. On agree- 
ment with Fox Midwest no new con- 





| tracts are being written. 


| 


Previously | 


| 
| 


in west Texas. C. C.| 


| Dreamland, 


Previously the union, by arrange- 
ments of time and men in booth, 
have been taking a reduction that 


amounted to 744%. Musicians re- 


the | fuse to make any sort of cut. 


Dubuque Wreck ; Bomb 


Dubuque, 
getting 


ore 


Ia., 
rough 


June 6. 
Parties at the 
erated here by Ben Levenson. 
Black powder bomb, planted at 
side of theatre after last show Sat- 
urday, 
flocring and did other damage. 
Within. the lest month the the- 


atre has been given chemical treat- | 


ment during performances. 
trouble 
tion 


Labor 
injunc- 


t court, 


some 
sustained 


time ago and 


in distri: 


Harrys Ree} 
local Princess, is 
hospita 

After a short 

turn to the Prince 


ekner will 


of two houses op- | 


ripped out windows, tore up 


———D 


Part-Time House 
Operation This 
«| Summer for Many 





Hundreds of tl 


eatres, in lesser 
towns, may be placed on part- 
time operation this summer by the 
major chains. Resisting every local 
condition which s driving opera- 
tors to the point where closings 
seem inevitabl», the operators look 
to the par‘-time policy as a way 
out over the summer at least 
| While under discussion generally, 


| Publix is leading 
mediate trial in 
working out 


the way by im- 
Pecnsylvania. [If 
in spots under experi- 
ment, that chain along with others 
may go countrywide on the idea, 
Publix and other chains have al- 
ways had a few theatres, mostly 
in minor spots, on part time, but 
P-P has never had more than a 
| dozen. 

Over the weekend the Freedman, 
Forest City, Pa., cut down to four 
nights a week and a Saturday mat; 


Holland, Old F -~, Pa., to three 
days weekly, mat on Saturdays; 
Granada, Olyphanc, to three days, 
with two mats; Sayre, Sayre, Pa., 
three days; West Side, Scranton, 
three days; Luzerne, Luzerne, Pa., 
three days, and Rialto, Sunbury, 


Pa., two days 

New closings in the Pennsylvania 
territory include Capitol, Scranton; 
Penn, Wilkes-Barre; Roman, Pitts- 
ton, ali Saturday (4). 

Among other Publix closings in 
east is the Academy, Newburgh, N, 
Y., Saturday (4). 

‘Igloo’ in July 
Hollywood, June 6. 

Tgloo,’ Universal's Eskimo play, 
is set for July release. 

Figure the cool weather picture 
won't hurt summer bookings. 











FANCHONé MARCO 





‘Featured Acts - 





BERNIE and WALKER 


The Mad Wags of Malibu 


in “ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN” 


NOVAK =4FAY 


“All Tangled Up for Fun” 


“TOWN and COUNTRY” Idea 


RUDY KAYE 


“The Singing Switcher” 


F & M’s “Parisian Revue” 


JANICE WALKER 


Doing “Cinderella Brown” 


¥ & M's “Parisian Revue” 


STEVE SAVAGE 


“JOE E. BROWN” 


With “Star Night” Idea 
Dir. HARRY LEVINE 


CILBERT BROS. 


“MALIBU BEACH” Idea 


















































FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


“VEILS” IDEA 


JOE and JANE 


Mc KENNA 


Hendiining 
STANLEY, PITTSBURGH 
| “Stitch In Time” Idea 


BERNARDO DE PACE 
“Wizard of the Mandolin” 


























Assisted by CELINE LESCAR 
HENRI 
THERRIEN 
TENOR 
“MALIBU BEACH” IDEA 
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Salary Control Board in RKO Takes 
Command of Acts at $1,000 or Over; 
Bookers Authority Gets Shut Off 


Unable to find an out, RKO will 
have to play Phil Baker for the four 
more weeks due him, despite the 
operating department’s statement 
that the theatres at this time can’t 
stand ip under the accordionist’s 
$5,000 salary. It was the Baker 
booking at that money for six weeks, 
just for the purpose of obtaining 
him for a week at the Palace, New 
York, that caused the circuit to 
shut off the bookers’ power of con- 
tracting at the $999 salary mark. 
Two other contracts keeping the 
bookers up nights, both for the 
Palace, are Ben Bernie’s at $6,500 
and Kate Smith’s at $7,000, both 
next month. Under the new Palace 


grind budget there wouldn’t be 
much left for the other acts after 


sernie and Smith collect. 
The RKO bookers, including Mar- 
tin Beck’s pinch hitting booking 


(Continued on page 62) 


F. & M.’s ‘Desert Song’ 
Unit Built to Play Legit 
And So Obviate Layoffs 





Los Angeles, June 6. 

Fanchon and Marco will attempt 
to fill in all lay-off time for the tab 
version of ‘Desert Song’ with one 
and two-night stands in towns at 
least 50 miles away from the regu- 
lar cities on the F. & M. route 
Production is routined so that it 
can be played with or without pic- 
tures, twice nightly. 

Budget on ‘Song’ is $4,500, about 

2,700 over the regular budget for 
F. & M. units. 

Several dates have been penciled 
in to fill the seven-day lay-off while 
on the Coast. These are Santa 
Maria, Fresno and Stockton. 


Cantor’s Frisco $10,000 


Hollywood, June 6. 


As a result of story trouble stop- 
ping starting date of Sam Gold- 
wyn’'s ‘Kid from Spain’ up to July 
1; Eddie Cantor has accepted a 
week's engagement at the Fox, San 
Francisco, June 17. 

Cantor will receive $10,000 for the 
week and a split of the gross over 
$45,000. Wm. Perlberg of the Mor- 
ris office handled the deal. 








Dance Team in London 


Edouarde Root and Hope Minor, 
dance team current at the St. 
Moritz roof, New York, will sail for 
London around July 1 to play a 
month’s ‘engagement at the Vic- 
toria-Palace, doubling for Ciro’s, 
London class nitery. They both 
open dates July 11. 

Prior to sailing, team may do a 
week at the Paramount, New York. 
Publix, wanting them, is waiting for 
a spot to use the act. 





Hay-Sabin 3-Act 


Mary Hay, Charles Sabin and 
George Buehler are framing a new 
three -act. 

BILLY CURTIS AILING 
Tucson, June 6. 

Billy Curtis, Broadway cabaret 
and talent agent, is here at the St. 
Mary's hospital, doing nicely and 
improving slowly. 

Curtis came here to visit his 
brother, Lon Curtis, postmaster at 
Sahuaritza, Ariz., and was rushed to 
St. Mary’s by Dr. J. B. Littlefield, 
who performed an emergency oper- 
ation. 








“Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 


untilLaborDay + + + $1.50 


Mail remittance with name and 
summer address. 


le a 

















NAME FIELD LOW 





Major Circuit- After B. O. Draws— 
Loew’s Can’t See Enough 





At one time to itself in the quest 
for name acts, the vaude Palace, 
New York, is finding the field 
greatly diminished on name possi- 
bilities with Publix, Loew’s and, 
until recently, Warner Bros. digging 
for anyone having an established 
b. o. moniker. The Skourases also 
have been using names here and 
there for their Audubon and Acad- 
emy, New York. 

The recent Loew splurge at the 
Capitol,- on Broadway, designed to 
hold up ‘Feller Needs Friend’ 
(Metro), could not become a stand- 
ard policy for that house in the 
opinion or lLoew’s beca ‘e they 
couid not secure enough names. 

Publix is sometimes booking at 
the last minute, with advance trail- 
ers and other material stalled as a 
result of the difficulties in getting 
together the proper names for stage 
shows in New York and Brooklyn 

While Publix is convinced of the 
need of box offices names for its 
two New York Pars, Loew’s will 
book names as they come along, 
not setting any definite policy so 
far as big stage drawing cards are 
concerned. 

‘We are in the market for names 
when we feel they will increase 


business commensurate with their 
cost,’ said Louis K. Sidney, the 
Loew producer. 





VAUDE BACK AFTER 7 
YEARS IN SARANAC 


Saranac, June 6. 
Manager A. B. Anderson of the 
local Pontiac will add stage talent 
to pictures starting June 8. 

A vaude road show will play 
Saranac, Malone, Ogdensburg, Mas- 
sena, Plattsburg and Lake Placid, 
N. Y. (Schine theatres). 

This will be the first vaude bill 


to play Saranac Lake in seven 
years, 
~~ 





Rubin and Haley Split; 
Going Coast to Coast 


Cleveland, June 6. 

Benny Rubin and Jack Haley are 
splitting their vaude partnership 
June 11 after playing State-Lake 
in Chicago, for final week of RKO 
time. 

Rubin, who says he’s tired of 
getting the run-a-round in Holly- 
wood, is jumping to the coast to 
try his hand at producing his own 
pictures. Thinks he'll have better 
luck than Frank Fay. 

Haley is going to New York to 
make shorts for Warners before re- 
hearsals for a stage musical listed 
for fall. 


2 Band Acts at Palace 


Ben Bernie and band go into the 
Palace, New York, week of June 10 
at $6,000. Buddy Rogers and out- 
fit follow the next week at around 
$4,500. 

Bernie's time calls for some other 
) weeks east. Nothing stated about 
extra routing for Rogers. Latter 
originally slated to go in for Par 
but apparently the deal this 
fell through. 








way 





“‘Whoopee’s’ Chance 


Tabbing of Ziegfeld’s ‘Whoopee’ 
may be done by RKO providing the 
outfit can secure the lyrics and mu- 
sical rights reasonably. Walter 
Donaldson and Gus Kahn own these 
rights. 

Offer being considered and which 
may be made by RKO is around 
$3,000. 


Klein and L-L 


Hollywood, 

Arthur Klein reported to be in 

negotiation with Lyons, & Lyons 

If deal completed he will go into 
that agency. 


June 6. 








Getting Even 


When Spencer, local ventrilo- 
quist, was unable to collect for 
his services from the manager 
of a Twin City independent pic- 
ture house, he engaged a store- 
room opposite the theatre and 
put on his act. A loud-speaker 
attachment carried his voice to 
the pavement and attracted the 
attention of the theatre’s pros- 
pective patrons. Most of the 
dialog was designed to induce 
the listeners to attend a com- 
peting house several blocks 
away. 

The manager of the theatre 
attacked appealed in vain to 
the police to compel Spencer to 
desist. 

The ventriloquist claims he 
is now even with the manager 
and doesn’t care whether he 
collects or not. 


Minneapolis, June 6. 1 











Theatres’ Trick 7 
Minus Any Guarantee 
Has Coast Acts Wary 


Los Angeles, June 6. 
Local radio acts are shying from 
offers of neighborhood picture 


houses which have been playing 
radio acts on a 50-50 split above 


the house average. It is charged 


the theatres’ idea of ‘average’ 
dates back to Coolidge and has 


ieft acts holding an empty sack. 


Turning the back on stage ap- 
pearances for air acts is more or 


less general up and down the coast. 
A tew weeks ago there was a prom- 
ise that many radio turns from sta- 
tions here and San Francisco would 
be playing theatres this summer, 
due to the success of several in the 
sticks last summer. Contemporary 
conditions have made the theatre 
man wary, and while last year 
guarantees were offered there’s no 
evidence yet of such magnanimity. 
Cautious Northwest 
Northwest last year was partic- 
ularly lucrative ground for the 
ether turns. Acts, mostly cowboy 
warblers, now looking for further 
touring in that territory this year 
are invited but sans guarantees. 
Chances are that some of the acts 
will cover that section during July 
and August but will play dance 
halls rather than theatres. They 
see better possibilities in this di- 
rection. : 
At $1 a throw for the dances, plus 
the radio personals, it is figured 
that the take will be much larger 
than in the theatres, especially in 
communities drawing on rural 
population. 





SANTREY’S ACT’S MUDDLE 


One Settlement With Tapps Sounds 
Pretty Indefinite—Act Disbands 





Henry Santrey has posted a box 
office order, collectable at ‘the first 
date he plays, to cover Georgie 
Tapps’ salary claim which was 
filed at the V. M. A. Tapps was 
the only member of the cast to 
present charges when Santrey 
failed to payoff for the act’s recent 
week at the Palace, New York. 

Santrey also walked out on his 
band and _ stage hands. Their 
claims have been filed with their 
respective unions, both of which 
have blacklisted Santrey until he 
settles. 

While Tapps’ claim must be sat- 
isfied at Santrey’s first engagement, 
the date is vague. The Santrey act 
disbanded immediately after the 
Palace week and the band leader 
is not known to have another ready 
as yet. 


An ‘All Youth’ week is being 
mulled for the Paramount, New 
York, starting Friday (10), with 


probability of following in Brook- 
lyn June 17. 

Buddy Rogers, Ethel Merman ail 
Joe Penner are so far in line for 
the show. 


Irving Foy Better 
Hollywood, June 6. 
Foy of the 
recuperating at La Canada, Calif.. 
where he went after quitting an 
RKO unit at Tacoma four months 
ago. He is reported to be greatly 
improved in health and weighs 145 
pounds. 
His sister, Mary, is with him. 


Irving Foy family is 





THE GLASONS’ ERRORS 


Both Sides Made ’Em in Divorce 
Suits—The Mrs. Is Paying Off 


The Billy Glasons have made up, 
acording to Billy. He says the 
charges and _ counter-charges_ in 
their divorce petitions were all er- 
rors. 

Mrs. Glason is due in New York 
shortly to join her comedian-hus- 
band, after paying off the lawyers 
for both sides in Chicago. It’s a 
case of being in love all over again 
and more than ever this time, says 
Bill. 


‘Girl Crazy’ Cast Paid 
Off Under the Bridge 
Despite Show’s 6 Liens 


Through the efforts of the Loew 
office and the Joint Complaint Bu- 
reau of the V. M. A., the 6) mem- 
bers, with one 2xception, of Greg- 
ory Ratoff’s ‘Girl Crazy’ tab were 
paid off in full for last week at the 
Metropolitan, Brooklyn, despite six 
liens against the property. 

Cast was assembled in tke V. M. 
A. oftice Saturday morning (4) and 
paid off there by Major Donovan 
with the producer’s creditors still 
holding attachments that would 
have consumed the entire payroll. 

Among the ciaims was one from 
the Lyons & Lyons agency for $1,- 
250 commission. This was partly 
covered by Ratoff’s payment on ac- 
count, 


The only player still unpaid is 
Lew Parker. He spent three weeks 
in the hospital in Washington as 


a result of injuries received during 
the show's engagement there and 
rejoined the troupe later. Through 
a misunderstanding his salary for 
the Brooklyn week was withheld in 
belief that he was indebted for ad- 
vances during his illness. The Loew 
office is making an effort*to collect 
for him. Parker staged the tab 
‘Crazy’ for Ratoff, also serving as 
stage manager. When Benny Fields 
left the cast he replaced the latter 
as second comic. 

Bert Gordon, principal comic, was 
paid for the Brooklyn week but has 
filed another claim for remunera- 
tion for extra performances. 

Ratoff was in Hollywood during 
‘Girl Crazy’s’ eastern difficulties, 
and still is. He's playing in talker® 
there. 





Air Revue Remnants on 
% for F-WC Stages 


Hollywood, June 6. 


Midget version of ‘Hit the Air’ 
flop radio name revue, spotted in 
several Fox-West Coast neighbor- 
hood houses, with circuit heads 
watching the returns for the pos- 
sibility of playing it in all their 
stage-equipped houses in town. 


Present version is playing the 
houses on percentage. After clos- 
ing at the Music Box, revue was 
condensed and played the Para- 
mount for one week. 


So far it has played the Golden 
Gate, Manchester and Ritz for F- 
WC to fair returns. Theatres played 
must all be within a short distance 
of the various radio studios in order 
to allow for air appearances. 


Must. Cut for St. Paul 


All acts, including those holding 
full salary contracts for the date, 
are being asked by RKO to take a 
25% cut .n St. Paul. 

It’s more of a demand than a re- 
quest, with the booking office ad- 
vising the acts that it will have to 
close the theatre unless the slash is 
accepted 





Nelson Story’s Shorts 


Culver City, June 6. 
has engaged Nelson 
vaude team of Story 
and Clark as one of the leads in 
the ‘Taxicab’ series. Contract is 
for one picture with options. 

Clyde Cook gets the other lead. 
First of the series goes into produc- 
tion next week with Del Lord di- 
recting. 


Hal toach 
Story of the 


FOY AND STOOGES F. & M. 


Hollywood, June 6. 


Charlie Foy. and his four stooges 
have been engaged by Fanchon & 


Marco to head the ‘Russian’ Idea. 
Unit, being staged by Larry Ce- 








ballos, opens at Pantages June 16. 





57, GROSS FOR 
FRIARS AT ROXY 





Friars Club-Roxy theatre deal for 


the Friars Frolic on the Roxy 
stage next week (10) gives the 
club members a straight 25% of the 
week’s gross, with the club shar- 


ing in the net after and 
salaries are paid. 

Pat Rooney and Pat Rooney, 3d, 
Joe Frisco, Jans and Whalen, 
Georgie Price, Buddy Doyle, Jos. E. 
Howard and a gag 16-piece ballet, 
all-male, are in the cast. The 
Roxy will provide the scenery and 
its customary staff girl numbers. 
Show will run about 50 minutes, 
including a minstrel first part by 
the Friars. 

Only the specialties will be re- 
tained from the road Friars Frolic, 
which had a short and flop road 
trip, with all blackouts, etc., out 
in the large Roxy. To the picture 
house the show’s only value is in 
the Kriars title, the cast names and 
the specialties they contribute. 

Tishman & O’Neal, who dropped 
between $10,000 and $16,000 on the 
Friars road project, are not in on 
the Roxy booking. It was handled 
direct for the club by Charlie Pope, 


expenses 


WILLIE HOWARD AND 
VALLEE IN STAGE ACT 


Willie Howxurd, Rudy Vallee, Ray 
3olger and .oan Abbott, as a com- 
bination variety bill, will play the 
New York Paramount week June 24 
after a week’s break-in next week 
(10) at the Chicago theatre, Chi- 
cago. Vallee and Bolger may split 
from the others for an in-between 
week in Detroit (17). 

Combined salary list for the four 
names and the stage ‘show around 


them will bring the cost to about 
$11,000. William Morris office ar- 
ranged the deal. 

Although all are just out of 


‘Scandals,’ material from the show 
doesn’t go with them. 


LeBlanc Arrested on a 
Leaving Accident Charge 


Fred LeBlanc, vaude actor, of Le- 
Blanc, DueCharme and Ray, was 
scheduled to appear in Brooklyn 
Court yesterday (6), on charges of 
leaving the scene of an auto acci- 
dent in which he was involved. 

According to friends, LeBlane 
was struck by another car while 





crossing one of the East River - 


bridges Thursday (2). He stopped, 
noting no one was hurt. With 
damages very minor he proceeded 
on after the other driver indicated 
nothing was wrong. ‘ 

Two miles away _he was stopped, 
according to the story, with the 
other driver having him arrested on 
leaving accident charge. LeBlanc 
spent most of a day in jail before 
bail was arranged. 





Innocent Acrobat Shot 


Chicago, June 6. 


An innocent bystander, Albert 
Ackerman, acrobat with the Five 
Tip Tops, was shot in the knee dur- 
ing a bandit chase in the Loop. 
House detective from Sears-Roe- 
buck department store went after 
a negro shoplifter, blazing away in 
the open, when Ackerman got in 
the way. 

He was taken to St. Luke’s hos- 
pital where the injury was not 
found serious. Store will probably 
settle with the actor for the acci- 
dent. 


Kirkwood’s L. A. Breakin 
Los Angeles, June 6. 

James Kirkwood opened at the 
Orpheum here Saturday ds one of 
the local supplementary acts. 

Kirkwood’s act consists of im- 
pressions of Washington, Lincoln 
and Wilson. He goes east following 
the local date. Harry Weber agent- 
ing. 

Lowry at Par, B’klyn 

Ed Lowry opens June 17 for 4 
10-week run at the Paramount, 
Brooklyn. He will be the theatre's 
first run m.c. since Rudy Vallee. 

The former St. Louis stage band 
conductor alternated between the 
Audubon and Academy theatres, 
New York, for the Skourases until 
recently. 








——r 














the 
to 
age 


fo 


le: 


a 


eGhiasn oo £8 @ ch &t oh 


. 
2 
] 
f 








ma 
ic, 
ad 
ut 


re 
in 
1d 


se 








er 











ecaue the act’s owner, 


_ Tees? June 7, 1932 


VAUDEVILLE 








IFS-HOWS-WHYS FOR STAGE 





RKO Acts Can Only Have Biz Rep 
By Sanction of RKO Agents’ Ass’r 


> 


Acts are no longer free to pick 
their own RKO agent. If desiring 
to transfer representation from one 
agent to another they must apply 
for permission from the Agents’ 
Association and _ give _ sufficient 
cause. If the association’s arbitra- 


tion board deems the reason insuf- 
ficient, the act is forced to pay 
its commission to the agent it 
doesn’t want. 

Applications 
lease from one 
may switch to another 
occupying much of _ the 
board’s time lately. Several 
been denied. 

The association continues to func- 
tion without full support from the 
RKO agent body. Several fran- 
chise holders refuse to join on 
grounds that the organization is 
neither representative nor as inde- 
pendent from booking dictatorship 
as the booking office had originally 
promised. These delinquents have 
been notified to get themselves and 
their dues in by June 7, otherwise 
they will be ‘automatically dropped 
from the association and its bene- 
fits” A few were advised on the 
side that their names will be placed 
on a list on Martin Beck’s desk. 


Cases 


At the June 2 board meeting the 
following cases were handled: 

Request of Three Sailors for re- 
lease from Weber-Simon tabled un- 


(Continued on page 34) 


Spite Stuff by RKO 
In Route Switching 
Fine for Railroads 


Cutting off its nose to spite its 
face, the RKO booking office pulled 
the darb of bonehead booking stunts 
on the act of Davy Jones and Peggy 
Lee, and suffered a loss as usual. 
It forced the turn to make a Min- 
neapolis-Chicago-St. Paul jump be- 
Sol Turek, 
refused to accept a 25% cut in St. 
Paul. So the money went to the 
railroad instead of the act. 

Acceptance by the act of the St. 
Paul slash would have saved the 
booking office $212.50. The extra 
railroad fares for the company of 
six, and which RKO must pay, 
amount to $222. The railroad not 
only gets the difference RKO sought 
to save, but $10 more besides. 

Jones and Lee are on an Orpheum 
route. They played Minneapolis 
last week and were to open Satur- 
day (4) in St. Paul. As is custom- 
ary, the members purchased round 
trip tickets from Minneapolis to 
Seattle, through St. Paul, before 
starting on the trek. 

When the St. Paul cut was re- 
fused on grounds that the act holds 
a full salary contract for that date, 
the booking office made a last min- 
ute spite switch in the route to the 
Palace, Chicago, where the act is 
currently. 

To get full value out of the round 
trip coast ticket, Jones and Lee will 
have to jump back to St. Paul at 
the end of the Chi week, with the 
extra fares reaching siaid Oo person. 


from acts for re- 
agent so that they 
have been 
agent 
have 





PALACE LOSES $1,500 
WITH THE RENT OFF 


Third week, with the holiday, of 
the grind policy at RKO’s Palace, 
New York, was another loser, al- 
though not as heavy as the two 
Others. Usual elimination of the 
Trent over the summer went into 
effect, bringing the overhead down 
by around $4,000 and reducing the 
losses. 

Gross last week was $17,000, 
Which set the Palace back about 
$1,500 on the week. Operating ex- 
penses without the rent will run 
Around $19,000 over the summer. 





Ask for Credentials 





Los Angeles, June 6. 
Young fellow around 25 of 
Jewish appearance, and about 
five feet three, who stutters, 
has been passing himself off 
as a member of ‘Variety’s’ New 


York § staff. He visited the 
RKO and Orpheum theatres 
last. week and at the RKO 


questioned Maureen Marsailles 
as to a report that she was to 
go to Paramount. When she 
denied the rumor he bowed 
himself out. Shortly after she 
missed $70. 

He is believed the same man 
who was in Benny Meroff’s 
dressing room at the Orpheum. 
After his departure Meroff 
found himself short $50. 

All ‘Variety’ representatives 
carry credentials of identifica- 
tion. 














DICK POWELLS 
THREE-PLY WB 
CONTRACT 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 

Dick Powell, m. c. hefe for the 
last three years, has just been 
placed under a seven-year contract, 
with the usual six-month options, 
by WB, calling for his three-way 
services in pictures, radio and on 
the stage. Agreement starts within 
a month, Powell's present m. c. con- 
tract with Warners here expiring 
July 1. 

Contract is the result of Powell's 
showing in his first screen role in 
‘Blessed Event,’ which he did on the 
coast several weeks ago. Upon 
completing his picture work, he 
came back to the Stanley, where he 
is now. 

Notified here his option had been 
taken up, Powell was in New York 
over the week-end straightening out 
the final details of the contract with 
Rufus LeMaire, WB casting director, 
now in the east. It’s the high spot 
of a career that began only back 
in 1929 when Powell came here, an 
unknown singer from Charley 
Davis’ stage band in Indianapolis, 
as an m. c. at the Enright, nabe 
de luxer, then instituting a presen- 
tation policy. 


$650 TOP FOR ANY 
MIXED ACTS, BLOOM 


A $650 salary top for all man and 
woman combinations has been set 
by Phil Bloom for the Bloom- 
booked RKO houses, 

According to Bloom’s advice to 
the agents the top for mixed teams 
is not elastic, although applying to 
Bloom’s houses only. 











Ray Hodgdon Returns 


Ray Hodgdon returned io the 
RKO booking office Friday (3) after 
but a week’s absence. His new 
position is theatre scout on the 
booking end. 

Hodgdon was among the several 
booking office people aired a couple 
of weeks ago. His brother, Jack, 
is also expected,to shortly return. 





Loff Act Off 





Jeannette Loff’s NBC-produced 
act has been scrapped to permit 
the former picture girl to go wit! 
Lew Leslie's legit musical, ‘Clowns 
in Clover.’ 
RKO has set 
bookings on Miss 


show closes. 


until the 


back its tentative | 
Lofft | 
hy 


; will m 
Henry 
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JBLIX REACTION 
N OTAGE SHOWS 





Very Clear Statements Made 
by Unnamed Expert After 
Close Study of Relations 
of Stage Shows with Pic- 
tures—Two Major Points 





NEXT SEASON? 


After considerable experimenta- 
tion with stage shows in various 
forms and a close study of the sit- 
uation by its operators, Publix is 
convinced on two major points. 
These are: 


(1). That all theatres must give 
greater shows than in the past, 
whether straight film or combina- 
tion. 

(2). That stage shows, whether 
in vaudeville or presentation form, 
must have a draw at the box office 
commensurate with the average pic- 
ture. 


As a chain, Publix, with its ap- 
proximate 1,200 houses (including 
partnerships and Canada), is in a 
position to use stage shows more 
extensively than any of its com- 
petitors. It could devise a vaude 
circuit as large as RKO has ever 
had, or larger, but believes the day 
of a standard circuit has gone. 

Publix cannot now predict what 
it may do this coming season but 
if it tries presentation shows or 
vaudeville in a representative num- 
ber of situations, according to a 
high exec, the chain will specialize 
in the booking of such yaude. 

The present thought, with name 
stage acts stated as holding up busi- 


(Continued on page 56) 


B. & K. GUEST M. C.’S; 
JESSEL AS STARTER 


Chicago, June 6. 


George Jessel as a stationary m. 
ce. at the Oriental for four weeks, 
with options will be tried out by 
B&K. Jessel, returned from abroad, 
is expected to open here June 17th 
or 24th. 

It is B&K’s plan to play star, 
from stage or screen, each week 
with Jessel. Sophie Tucker may be 
the first, with Helen Morgan men- 
tioned the second. 


Little Cut ‘Death’ Play, 
With Pix in Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, June 6. 

At the Garden theatre, L. K. 
Brin, for the week of June 10, will 
present ‘Death Takes a Holiday,’ by 
a cast of 17, plus pictures. Built 
essentially for pictures with a small 
stage the new departure is being 
watched with great interest locally. 

There will be little cutting, an 
hour and five minutes being alloted 
to the production; time saved by 
the elimination of intermissions, 
there being but a momentary lower- 
ing of the curtain. 

The play was given at the David- 
son last year with Philip Merivale. 
The Garden company will have Don 
Burroughs, at one time a member 
of the local Shubert stock, in Meri- 
vale’s role. 

Four shows will be given daily 
with five on Saturday and Sunday. 
No raise in prices, 


Althoff Goes Drama 


Charles Althoff, from vaude and 
musical comedy, is slated for a dra- 
matic role in a forthcoming Chi- 

igo production Ralph Kettering 
ake of ‘10 o’Clock Town’ by 

Rosendale, Late William 
sedans planned to star in the show. 

Jane Love and Nina Ruskin are 
ither cast possibilities, Harry Min- 
turn is the stager. t 














‘Setnery two ‘& ways; 


Local Amateur Contests Will Take 
Place of 100 Pro Acts for RKO 





Oil Drops 


Hollywood, June 6. 

In the midst of his fall dance 
at the Chinese, Will Mahoney's 
feet shot out from under and 
he crashed to the stage much 
harder than usual. Later he 
discovered that one of the Cal- 
gary Brothers on the same bill 
has been doing a head rise in 
one spot so often the boards 
had become with hair 
oil. 

To save Mahoney's neck, 
Calgary has been ordered to do 
his head rise where Mahoney 
doesn't dance. 


LONG JUMPS; 
SHORT WORK 


RKO is now asking acts to jump 
2,000 and 3,000 miles for a three 
and a half week ‘route’ on the 
Coast at depresh_ salaries, The 
route takes in three splits and two 
full weeks on the Pacific slope and 
starts with rides from New York 
or Chicago to Seattle, which under 
any calculations are 3,000 and 2,000 
miles, respectively, by train, auto or 
wheelbarrow. 

The time comprises a half week 
each in Seattle, Tacoma and Port- 
land, Ore., in which the long jump- 
ers alternate with the intact RKO 
vaud shows under tke new split- 
week policy, and full weeks in front 
of a stage band in San Francisco 
(Golden Gate) and Los Angeles 
(Hill St.). 

Bookings are handled on the Coast 
and in Chicago, but scarcity of ma- 
terial thereabouts is necessitating 
imports from New York. Acts Lave 
to pay their own transportation. 

With fares eating up most of the 
salary, the payoff is in California 
sunshine—unless it rains. In the 
latter event the remuneration is 
coming and 


soaked 














going. 


WIDE DIFFERENCE OVER 
HANNAH WILLIAMS’ PAY 


Because they could not see her 
value at $4,000 per, Hannah Wil- 
liams (Mrs. Roger Wolfe Kahn) 
was nixed for a Palace, New York, 
date. Idea of the management is 
they would be willing to pay her 
$750. 

Miss Williams recently splashed 
in the news over her alleged separa- 
tion from the Kahn scion, 


After 2-Yr. Split, Bernice 
Tishman Seeks Divorce 


Chicago, June 6. 














Bernice O’Neal Tishman, now 
back with Zelma O'Neal on the 
stage, is tired of her drawn-out 


separation from Sam Tishman, New 
York vaude agent. She hag filed 
suit in Superior Court here for a 
divorce. Charge is desertion, 

At the time of the split, about 
two years ago, Tishman agreed to 
pay his wife $50 a week. Of late 
he hasn’t been paying, says Mrs 
Tishman, who doesn’t care about 
that so much just now. All she 





+ 





Although not eliminating the 
vaudeville altogether in the regu- 
lar vaudeville towns, the profession- 
al bills will be materially cut down 
when the coming local amateur 
shows play the RKO theatres. In 


most spots the regular four and 
five-act bills will be reduced to 
two or three, with the amateurs 


pading out the balance. 

Likelihood is that approximately 
100 professional acts will be dis- 
placed by the amateurs at a big 
saving in salaries to RKO. 


A monkey wrench was tempor- 


arily tossed into the amateur show 
works last week threugh Loew's 
objections the proposed RKO- 


Hearst newspaper tie-ups in various 
cities. Loew's has a_e standing 
agreement with the Hearst papers 
for an exclusive on all such cam- 
paigns. Loew's objections covered 
all towns where RKO is in opposi- 
tion, but chiefly opposed the Hearst 
tie-ups in Washington, New York 
and Los Angeles. The Loew cir- 
cuit’s objections were withdrawn in 
the other towns after conferences 
between Loew, RKO and Hearst 
execs, 
Tie-ups 


The local amateur shows go on 
for full and split weeks during the 
latter part of this month and July, 


(Continued on page 63) 


150 Doctors Attend 
N.V.A. Symposium; 
To Be Annual Event 


Saranac Lake, June 6. 

The Medical Symposium, held at 
the N.V.A. Lodge here over the 
Decoration Day weekend and con- 
ceded the most important medical 
event in the history of the Adiron- 
dacks, was also unique in the an- 
nals of show business, its sponsor. 

The three day lecture session ter- 
minated so successfully that Dr. 
Edgar Mayer hopes to repeat the 
convention annually, making the 
N.V.A. San the center for discus- 
sions of modern concepts of disease 
and laboratory examination. 

Due to the importance of the work 
being conducted at the mountain 
lodge and his own standin. in the 
medical profession, Dr. Mayer re- 
ceived unanimous acceptance from 
the 150° leading physicians, profes- 
sors and deans of universities and 
medical schools, whom he invited 
to address or attend the gathering. 
In addition to this full representa- 
tion, the convention included phy- 
sicians enrolled im the Trudeau 
School of Tuberculosis, many of 
whom are from the various Rocke- 
feller Foundations, 








Accept Consultantships 


The N.V.A. guests journeyed to 
and remained in Saranac Lake 
their own expense. Leaders ao fll 
the group accepted Consultantships 
to the Sanatorium, thereby placing 
the standing of the work there on 
a high level and ranking it as one of 
the foremost medical institutions in 
this country. Dr. Mayer sees this 
as the first step toward realization 
of the aim of every hospital: To 
give the best possible care to its 
patients and, at the same time, con- 
tribute scientific advances to the 
study of disease. 

Dr. Mayer provided pleasant in- 
terludes between lectures that bore 
the mighty titles of ‘Spondylolis- 
thesis, ‘The Specificity of Light 
Action’ and ‘Chest Roentgenography 


wants is her freedom from Tish- With 1,000 Millamperes.’ During 
man. the noon recesses he arranged for 
ol his party to be guests at several 
mountain camps before returning 
JO TRIX VISITING to the afternoon sessions. On Sun- 
Josephine Trix, formerly of the |day evening he permitted those pa- 
Trix Sisters (vaude), arrived in | tients not: « ynfir <i to their beds 
New York from Australia Saturday |to he present at an entertainment. 
(4) with her husband, Eddie Fields Moving pictures, taken and shown 
Fields leaves for London in about|by one of the townsmen, revived 
two weeks, but Miss Trix will re-|the high lights of- last winter's 
| main for a while in New York with | Olympic Games, followed by medi- 
her sister Helen, ical rules on modern surgery. 
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Universal's sensational smash. An absolute novelty. A 


ad 


complete breakaway from the regular line of movies 
© and talkies. Nothing like it ever before! 








Tuesday, June 7, 1932 
2 ie a. y VARIETY | 33 


























OOTP Oe 














t* 


ae eee 





* 

| 
[ 
' 

F 

t 

f 
FE 


ey 

















The picture the world will welcome. The picture the 
critics will rave about. Taken amid the frightful 


blizzards of the Arctic. An Edward Small Production. cyee%it- 
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No 2-a-Day at Hollywood 
On B’way Now Likely; 
Strand Maybe in Fall 


Vaudeville, recently under con- 
sideration by the Warners for the 
Hollywood and Strand, New York, 
is deferred for the latter until th 


fall 


entirely for the 


and, in all probability, is out 


Hollywood, either 
the two-a-day or combo, 
One of 
likely fe 
if the Strand goes 
Strand taking second 
They are conversion of the Holly- 
wood into a run house with WB 
giving up the Winter Garden, or 
musical comedies there, possibly re- 
viyals, if the Gar en is retained. 
‘Maytime’ has been mentioned as 
the type of musical revival in mind 
for the Hollywood if it’s to stay 
away from film, 
Tenancy of the 
the fall by Warners is highly doubt- 
ful. Although the Shuberts have 
offered to cut the $6,000 weekly rent 
by. $1,500, it is presumed this is done 
to avoid losing the Warners as the 
tenant. If renewing under the orig- 


two policies is declared 
yx the Hollywood in the fall | 
vaudfilm, with | 


run pict 


ures. | 


Garden beyond 





(EDGAR BERGEN! 


“THE OPERATION” 


EN TOUR RKO CIRCUIT 
Dir.: WEBER-SIMON AGENCY 
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WANTED FIRE DIVER OR 

OTHER FLASH 
ACT. Suitable for a free act at Elk’s 
Mardi Gras. Six nights, June 20 to 
25. Send particulars and lowest 
price at once. No agents. Charles 8S. 
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Film Protection 


The Three Sailors have filed 
a sealed roll of film with the 
V. M. A. as a new means of 
protecting. vaudeville stage ma- 
terial. They took the picture 
themselves with a 16mm, cam- 
era. 








Hill, 42 Church St., Everett, Mass. 


pe Sx 











Recent influx of similar 
knockabout acts f them 
to seek a new method of ma- 
terial protection, the Sailors 
contend. The filed film is a 
record of a new piece of busi- 
ness-in.their turn. 

|inal deal. WB would take house for 
inother five years 
If vacating the Garden, Holly- 


wood would become the run house, 
the Strand following it as the first 
run weekly change. Use of vaude- 
ville and particularly for the Strand, 
is desired by Harry Charnas and 
others as a means of reducing need 
for product. The Warner on B’way, 
closed now; would become the sluff 
house under the plan. 


Ashley and Hall Out 

Arthur Ashley and Sid Hall are 
out of the William Morris New York 
office. 

Ashley, former actor, turned agent 
about two years ago. He has been 


on the radio end for Morris. Hall 
was in the vaudeville department. 





Coast ‘Marquise’ 
Los Angeles, June 6. 

Olvera Theatre Association is 
waiting for an okay from Noel Cow- 
ard before announcing ‘The Mar- 
quise’ as its next production at the 
Teatro Leo Carrillo. 

Hope is to open it June 20 with 
Doris Lloyd, Bertram Grasby and 
Cyril Armbrister in the cast. 
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- FREDDY MACK 
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CLEAN UP AND $6,000 
FOR HOLTZ—1 WEEK 


Lou Holtz can play one week at 
the Palace, New York, for $6,000 
providing his act ‘is cleaned up’ 
according to booking dictum from 
RKO. That cleaning idea looks to 


be a summertime policy that isn't 


| explained. 


Holtz may have to secure his own 
surrounding Palace bill talent at 
extra, if he accepts the 
personal offer, when and if 


$3,000 
$6,000 


made, 





TOO MANY STANDEES 


Outside Palace — Must 
Move On 


They’re 


Too much jam outside the Palace, 
New York, and not. enough inside 
is sending the RKO management in 
hysterics over the stalling of pedes- 
trians and standees alike outside 
the house. Orders have gone forth 
to keep clear the sidewalk in front 
of the house. 

Likely police action may be re- 
sorted to, according to report, and 
the homeless actors shooed away. 


Palace Lobby Display 
Changed for Beck? 


What’s given as directors’ objec- 
tion has led to a change in the 
lobby displays outside the Palace, 
New York, by RKO. The big shots, 
according to report, no likee the 
recent display as too picture house 
stuff. As a result the signs were 
taken down and changed last week 
with everything around the house 
on the outside to be painted green. 

It was just a coincidence that 
the change occurred a day or so 
before Martin Beck returned from 
Europe. The present continuous 
vaude policy of 10 acts daily is his 
idea, 

House has made another change 
in price, cutting the loges and 
boxes to $1. 








‘FOLLOW THRU’ CLAIM 

Joe DeMilt and Anatole Friedland, 
producers of the ‘Follow Thru’ tab, 
have filed a claim against Warners 
at the V.M.A. for extra expenses in- 
curred during the week of April 7 
at the Mastbaum, Philadelphia. 

The expenses, producers claim, 
were caused by replacement of 
Hugh Cameron by John Philbrick 
in the :ast when Cameron refused 
to do the Mastbaum’s four-a-day. 

Warners denies responsibility. 





Recent billing at the N. Y. Hip- 
podrome for Louis Berkoff included 
the name of Clelia Capelli as an act 
member. Miss Capelli left that turn 











last January. 


Coast Colored Troupe 
Awaits Ingenue’s Baby 





Los Angeles, June 6, 

Lincoln theatre is ditching its 
vaudefilm policy and has booked 
the Lafayette stock company (col- 
ored) to start June 17 with ‘Kongo.’ 

Evelyn Preer and Edward Thomp- 
son have the leads. Theatre wili 
have a weekly change policy at 25 
and 50 cents. Start of dramatic 
policy was delayed two weeks be- 
cause of birth of a child to Miss 
Preer and Ramond Whitaker, stage 
director, 


Agents Ass'n. Rules 


(Continued from page ‘31) 
til act appears in person before the 
board. 

Request of Jack and Kay Spang- 
ler for release from Henry Bellit, 
granted. 

Cantor 

Noah 
appear- 


Weber-Simon vs. Lew 
over act of Lew Cody and 
Beery, tabled for Cantor's 
ance before board, 


Request of Manny King for re- 
lease from Harry Romm tabled for 
appearance of witnesses. Request 
of Adler and Bradford for release 
from Jack Curtis tabled, same rea- 
$0.1. 

In request of Fred Pisano for re- 
lease from Charlie Wilshin, decided 
that Wilshin handle act until July 
1, with release granted if bookings 
are not secured by Wilshin by that 
date. 
and Jackson 
Weber-Simon 


Request of Archer 
for release from 
granted. 
of Maurice Rose 
president of the association, 
against Chilton and Thomas, the 
act was ordered to retain Rose as 
its agent, 


In complaint 





Buddy’s Band Act 


NBC is framing a band act 
around Buddy Rogers under an 
agreement with RKO whereby the 
latter will take the act. 

Price will be around $2,500. 





HIP CLOSED BY STAGE 
HANDS’ UNION DEMAND 


RKO closed the Hippodrome, New 
York, altogether Saturday (4), in 
addition to dropping the vaudeville 
a week earlier than it had planned, 
Original proposition for tue Hip was 
a straight 
summer. 

According to RKO, failure 
compromise with the stage hands 
was one factor in the closing. The 
stage hands wanted the Hip classi- 
fied as a Times Square theatre, al- 
though it’s on 6th avenue. Under 
the B’way classification it would 
have had to employ a stage crew of 
six, despite the stralght film policy. 
RKO offered to use one stage hand. 

RKO says it said no, and so did 
the union. Which leaves the Hip 
dark again and not likely to reopen 
this time. It’s leased to RKO by 
the Fred French realty company 
and the circuit can vacate on 90 
days’ notice. 


picture policy over the 


Cutting on Howards 
Willie and Eugene Howard were 
nixed for the Palace, New York, at 
$5,000 for a single week. Counter 
offer from RKO was $3,500. 
No deal so far known, 











Material by 
EUGENE CONRAD 


Direction 
CURTIS & ALLEN 


oe 
WEEK JUNE 4 
HIPPODROME, BUFFALO 























SINCLAIR TWINS 
“SING, DANCE AND EVERYTHING” 
“Variety” Says: 


“One of the best corking sister teams in show business today.” 


THIS WEEK (JUNE 4), RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


—Kauf. 























RENOFF, RENOVA and BEKEFI 


INTERNATIONAL DANCING STARS 


“VARIETY”: “. . . it should please many who have 
missed the smart things in present vaudeville.” 


“BILLBOARD”: “. . . their speed, class and orig- 
inality will keep them going for a long time.” 


THIS WEEK (JUNE 4), RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


Direction JOSEPH SULLIVAN, Bond Building, New York 


























BOB RIPA 


“THE BOY WITH THE BALANCE COMPLEX” 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


This Week (June 4) 


Direction: JENIE JACOBS 























PROBABLY THE MOST IMITATED COMEDIENNE 


VIOLET CARLSON 


USING ONLY MY OWN MATERIAL 


THIS WEEK (JUNE 4), RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


Direction, BLONDEL & MACK 
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2 
DO OTH Anniversary, headlining today, headlining then with the same 
wife (the old battle axe herself) and the 25th new act and idea. 


a 


DO OTH Anniversary we want to thank all the managers here and in 
hon Europe and all over the world for their courtesy and treatment. 


25TH Anniversary we want to thank our many friends, newspaper 
critics and editors for their good wishes. 


its 
STH Anniversary we want to thank Bessie Mack for the wonderful 


party she gave us in honor of this occasion. 





| Anniversary, which we are celebrating at the Capitol Theatre, | 
25TH New York (this week June 3), we thank L. K. Sidney, Marvin 

Schenck, Frank Cambria, Chester Hale, Sammy Lee and the 
\ William Morris office. 


YORK KING | 


Celebrating Their Twenty-Fifth Anniversary at the 


CAPITOL, NEW YORK q 


(THIS WEEK JUNE 3 AND NEXT WEEK’ JUNE 10) 


HEADLINING THEN 
HEADLINING NOW 


* 








And Twenty-five Extra Thanks Many Thanks to Our Banker, Many Thanks to a 

to BOB GRANNIS and LOU Financier and Personal Friend, & Great Srtene 

STRAUSS, World’s Best Press @ LESTER ALLEN, of the Irving LEE P. STEWART 
Agents Trust Company 


TRUE YORK ALSO WISHES TO CONGRATULATE HER MOTHER AND 
FATHER ON THEIR 25TH ANNIVERSARY, AND THANK THEM FOR BEING 
TOGETHER THAT LONG 
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BRURLESQUE—VAUDE 
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VARIETY 
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RKO by my “eg — INTACT 88 
(w Jone 4), Portiand, Ore. 





“The Elor 


THE GENIAL ROTUND 
LARRY 
C H 


with 
ded 
° Ss rt of Paris” 
TOMA GENARO 
i ri Ne st Dancer 
TOMMY LONG 
»>d Express of C ly” 
AL HODGES 
yma’s Ambassador” 
“ENGLAND ONG 
The *hinese Helen Kane 
JOE BELL 
oice with a He 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 
And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 


Soutt 








RKO VAUDEVILLE iXTACT 87 
_ (Week J June 18), San Francisco, Calif. 





THREE BREDWINS 


Athletic Comics 
i. (Orestes of Hugo Morric) 


~ GERALDINE and JOE 


International Kiddie Stars 


(Direction Weeden-Schultz) 





NAYAN PEARCE 
and JAY VELIE 


in “RED RHAPSODY” 


Boyd Davis, Musical Director 
(Direction of Ed. S. Keller) 





AMERICA’S EGOTIST 


Harry J. Conley 


in Person 


(Direction of Curtis & Allen) 








= 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 86 


of Week June (1), San Francisco, Calif. 





The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 


ROBINSON 


“HOT FROM HARLEM” 
WITH 
JOHN MASON 
PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 
MYRA JOHNSON 
NAOMI. PRICE 
FERDIE LEWIS 
JEL! SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 


and 


““THE BROWN BUDDIES” 


Chorus of Eighteer 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 83 
(Week June 11), Los Angeles, Calif. 





ROSETTE and LUTTMAN 


In “Dance Stories” 


With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir. of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 





DE VITO 
and DENNY 


with 
DOT STEVENS 


in “Lady Harrower’s Reception” 
(Direction of Chas. Wilshin) 





LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


“The Charming Chantress” 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Booked by Weber-Simon) 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 82 
(Week June 18), Los Angeles, Calif. 





GLORY E. LEE 
and HARRIS TWINS 


Two JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP 
(Direction of Sam Shannon) 





VIC OLIVER 


Europe's Gift to America 
with MARGOT CRANGLE 
(Direction of Phil Offin) 





CASS, MACK and OWEN 


“On the Up and Up” 


(Direction of Sam T’shman) 








YT Sa 


HALPERIN 


Tells You About Women Here, 


There and Everywhere 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 





Uncertain Chi Kedzie 
Leads RKO to Ritz 
For 2nd Show Spot. 


June 6. 


Chicago, 


Ritz showings will be held Wed- 
nesday nights, with the usual eight 
or 10 acts on parade. Meanwhile 
the Kedzie will also continue to 
preview RKO acts on a three-day 
basis, Friday, Saturday and Sun- 
day. It doesn’t look like the Kedzie 
will stay open very long. Same 
owners operate the Kedzie annex, 
next door, with straight pictures 
with the two houses playing opposi- 
tion to each other. 

Since Bern Bernard, RKO’s coast 
booker, came here on a talent trip 
for the five weeks of supplementary 
coast shows there has been a flurry 
in vaude activity around here. Ber- 
nard has booked around a dozen 
acts in the two weeks he’s been 
here, covering every available house 
in town and out. 





UNION WALKS—ACTS PAID 


Trouble in 1-Day Stand at Indie 


Lancaster House 


Acts bocked 
from 


Pa., 


Bie- 


into Lancaster, 
Harry 
did 


Philadelphia by 


Saturday date, not 
suffer from the 
the show after two performances 
through local union trouble. Al- 


though doing only two of the five 


ban for a 


suiden 





performances for which booked, 
acts in for the one-day stand were 
paid off in ‘ull as per contracts. 

Lancaster is an _ independent. 
Trouble with local unions’. in 
straight film houses suddenly 
spread to the vaude theatre Satur- 
day (238), with stage hands and 
operators doing a walk after the 
second show. 


New F & M Units 


Los Angeles, June 6. 
Paul Mall replaced Five Lelands 
in Fanchon & Marco’s ‘Chatns’ 
unit at Madison, Wis., May 24. Le- 
land’s contract was up. 


New units are ‘Russiana,’ staged 
by Larry Ceballos, opening June 15 
at the Pantages, Hollywood; ‘King 
of Mirth,’ Leon Leonidoff produc- 
tion with Chamberlain and Hines 
and Maxine Lewis, opening June 23 
at Portland to replace the ‘Cozy 
Corner’ unit which completes its 
circuit .our there. 

Nina Olivette and eight boys 
added to ‘Buddies,’ which will co- 
star Johrnie Burke and Miss Oli- 
vette. Crosby Brothers and Jug- 
gling Davel join the C-lde Gray unit, 
staged by Le Roy Prinz, opening at 
Loew's State, L. A., June j23. 











ROY WEST FOR L.&L. 

Harold Roy, of the New York 
Lyons & Lyons agency, slated for 
the Coast to take charge for the 
firm in Hollywood. 

Rex Bailey, former Radio Pics’ 
casting agent, is leaving the agency. 
This makes the nth change of 











Us 





Coast managers for L. & L. since 
the first of the year. 
Dowd at Radio City 
John Dowd, of the press and 


photo bureau of RKO for years as 
assistant to John Polleck, has 


switched to the Radiq City group 
as aid to James H. Turner. 


Recently dropped by the press 
bureau. Herman Schoenbrun is 
succeeding Dowd in that depart- 
ment, 





On Pier, Optional 


tions, 


Jean Costello of the Costello and 
Lee Revue, vaude act, fS not Gene 
Costello who has been appearing in 
flash acts for some years. 











ousting of: 


| 
| 
| 


} 
| 


Taking no chances with the Ked- 

|zie, vaude showing spot, which 
changed its mind about closing last | 
week, local RKO booking office has} 
| lined up the Ritz, Berwyn, for its 
own protection. After the Kedzie 
gave the folding notice the manage- 
ment decided to stick it out a while 
longe1 but it’s too uncertain for 
RKO, which must have a showing 
outlet. 








Change in Plans 


Employes of an uptown New 
York vaude theatre made ar- 
rangements for a_ surprise 
party to the house’s manager 
to celebrate his first year at 
the house. 

But the 
sO they’re 
aff-ir. 


BECK BRINGING . 


whispering started, 
making it a farewell 











OVER 30 ACTS 


About 30 European acts will be 
imported for RKO this summer 
Martin Beck’s trip to 
Rothafel 
the 


as 
a result of 
the other side with S. L. 
(Roxy). 
booking 


(Monday) morning, after 
the day before on the ‘Bremen,’ 
Beck stated the foreign acts hold 
tentative contracts that will be ful- 
filled by the bookers in New York. 

Outside of the foreign act thing, 
Beck was rather quiet during his 
first day back in harness, with the 
expected fireworks not materializ- 
ing. Broadway expected plenty of 
racket, since much of Beck's handi- 
work was undone during his ab- 
sence. The booking head's first 
meeting with the other RKO execs 
was reported as quite tame with 
discussion confined to reutine mat- 
ters, George Godfrey, whose status 
is in doubt, was not mentioned. 

Beck said that much of his en- 
joyment from the trip came from his 
meeting the children of European 
acts whose mothers and fathers 
were brought to American vaude- 
ville by him 25 and 30 years ago. 
Just like their parents these chil- 
dren are also European acts and 
several of them will be brought over. 
Among the second generation acts 
due here under Beck’s guidance are 
the Schaeffers, descendants of the 
Great Sehaeffer, and the Klein Fam- 
ily. 


Upon his return to 


office early yesterday 


arriving 


Pickpocket Specialist 

Another act liked by Beck and set 
is an unidentified single whose spe- 
cialty is picking pockets. He picks 
‘em so cleverly, it’s considered a 
pleasure over there. 

Meanwhile, the RKO agents and 
American vaudeville acts are burn- 
ing at the wholesale importation by 
RKO. They base their objections on 
the wealth of material not employed 
by the circuit in its own country. 
Of the 800 first line standard and 
1,500 playable acts, numbering about 
5,000 people, in the U. S., RKO has 
room in its remaining vaudeville 
theatres for less than 200 a week. 

Beck thinks the New York Pal- 
ace’s four-a-day policy is okay but 
that it hasn’t been getting any 
weather breaks. 





CALLOWAY AT $5,000 


Colored Orchestra Playing 10 Weeks 
for Publix Over Summer 





Cab Calloway’s orchestra may 
play 10 weeks for Publix during the 
summer at $5,000 per net. Loew 


‘also has an offer in for the colored 


band but the Publix dates look 
most likely. 

Calloway plays Loew’s State, 
New York, next week (11), June 
30 12> leaves the Cotton Club, Har- 
lem, to start his theatre tour. 
Baron Lee and His Blue Rhythm 
band will replace Calloway at the 
club. 





F. & M. at RKO, Cincy 


Chicago, June 6. 


Mike Marco stopped here for a 
peek at the F&M units currently 
playing around the B&K houses. 
While here he also hopped to Mil- 
waukee for a confab with Harry 
Singer. 

On the strength of the F&M 
shows’ buildup for RKO at Madi- 
son, Wis., the units are now in at 
Des Moines, and also go into the 





3elle Baker opens at the Steel | 
Pier, Atlantic City, July 2. 
Booked for two weeks with op-|! 


| day 


| 
| 
} Fanchon 
| 


Albee, Cincinnati, starting Satur- 
(11). 


Phoenix, June 6. 

& Marco units at the 
Fox are out because of the business 
slump in Texas, which does not 
warrant the shows traveling through 
there. 

Shows en route west close at New 
Orleans. 

Tox here eager to resume 
as soon as possible, 


shows 


» Upon 


Minne. Closing Strands 
16 Choristers; Bernstein 
Denies Responsibility 


Minneapolis, June 6. 
Gayety, stock burlesque house, 
| closed with the 16 chorus girls 
claiming to be unpaid for the final 
The girls sent a combined 
|telegram to Rube Bernstein, whom 
i the y were advised was 
| for the obligation. In his 
Bernstein denied responsibility 
1dvised the choristers to look else- 
| whier’ for payment. 





| week. 


reply 
and 


The hovse had been operated 
most of the season by Harry 
| Hi rsch, but Bernstein was reported 


as having ccme in several months 
before the closing and taken over 
|the company. Heeding the plea of 
the reform mayor’s Committee of 
One Thousand, which claimed im- 
moral performances, the city coun- 
cil license committee recently acted 
unfavorably upon the theatre’s ap- 
plication for a new license. 

Before the matter came to a vote 
the council, however, the 
withdrawn. 


| in 
cation 


25% SUMMER CUT BY 
LOEW'S FOR VODE BILLS) 


was 





Another summer 
budget cut has gone into effect in 
the Loew theatres. It amounts to 


about 25% all over, with the State, 
New York, and Metropolitan, 
Brooklyn, the only spots not af- 
fected. 

Loew’s customary 25% summer 
budget reduction in the vaude 


never. lifted after the 
with all the houses 
salary scale last 


houses was 
summer of 1931, 
under a summer 
winter. 

Most of the houses are starting 
to spend around $1,600 on the week 
as against the $2,200 winter average. 


‘FAIR SETTLEMENT’ 


Reimbursement for Changed Routes 
on RKO Acts 





the recommendation of 
George Godfrey, RKO heads have 
agreed to cut out the reimburse- 
ment clause in performers’ con- 
tracts. This used to go for actors 
when the booking office changed the 
routes suddenly. 

It is being angled that actors 
should be reimbursed. for -loss of 
fares when switches in routes are 
made overnight or something. 
.That’s been left to Godfrey to man- 
age and figure. 
‘fair settlement’ is to be made. 





Gerstn’s Fall Plan 


Frank Gerstn’s Queensboro the- 
atre, Elmhurst, L. L, is not closed, 
but is playing a straight film pol- 
icy over the summer and will re- 
turn to vaude in the fall. 

But booker will be other than 
Jack Linder, Gerstn says. Linder 
is suing the theatre man over a 


responsible | 


appli- | 


vaudeville | 


In such Cases a} 


TEMPT SAM SCRIBNER 


Sam A. Scribner is of the opinion 
that the report he is about to dip 
into burlesque again is exaggerated, 
He insists that he is ‘out’and over, 
done and finished.’ In other words, 
washed up. 

Admits he might be coaxed with 
a bribe of a million, but doesn’t 
|} know anyone with that much monev 
who is interested. 


Mastbaum Wk.-to-Wk. 


ing the Mast- 





Warners is conf 
baum, Philadelphia, stage bookings 
to a week in advance in anticipa- 
tion of the the theatre’s closing for 
the summer. 


Mastbaum’s fold, expected be- 
tween now and July 1, will be 
complete, with straight pictures 





over the summer dropped from con- 
| sideration. 





ONLY A MILLION COULD 





| 





“AMERICAN” SAYS: 


| N. Y. 

} “N. T. G.’s new revue to entertain 

} vaudeville geers, ‘From Hollywood to 
Tia Juana,’ is at Loew's State Theatre 

this week. It boasts the usual bevy of 

beautiful girls amd several talented enter- 

tainers, dancers of all kinds for the 





most part—tan and toe and apache 

While an hilarious audience enjoys a 
long ‘taugh which really calls for the 
description, ‘There Were Shrieks of 


Laughter.’ ”’ 








State Theatre, New York, 
never heard laughter like 
this. 

N. T. G. presents that perfect 


combination of laughs, beautiful 
girls and drama. 

Four distinct acts in one 
Economical unit for these days 


and times and a _ tremendous 
money getter! 


A lockout at 11:45 A. M. Mon- 
day morning at the 


Loew’s State, New York 
(Week June 4th) 











JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK . 


Palace Theatre Bidg., 
New York City 


HERB TIMBERG 


























Over 


5,000,000 Feet 


u 


Inc. 
Pres 
BRyant S.4417 


General Film Library, 


MORRIS J. KANDES 
729 7th Ave fee Fae 








booking deal. 



























BRyant 9-7800 


















rcus Loew 
BOOKING AGENCY 
General &xecutive Offices 
LOEW BUILDING 
ANNEX 


160 WEST. 46"ST- 
NEW YORK CITY 





J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 
— 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
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- 
_ Gaumont Palace, Paris 
Paris, May 27. 

No expert necessary to sense that 
ghe Gaumont Palace is currently a 
white elephant on the hands of 
G.F.F.A. Theatre, with 6,000 seats, 
was remodelled at a cost of $1,500,- 
000 and ought to be a big money- 
maker, judging by what it did 
when handled by Metro. At the | 
present moment the G.F.F.A. crowd 
are evidently too busy with the} 
financial reorganization of the cor- 
poration to tackle putting the house 
on a proper basis. 

This temporary shelving of the 
problem results in sketchy opera- 
Aions unlikely to build the house up. 
The company’s theatre executives, 
‘until recently housed in the theatre, 
have now transferred their offices 
to the corporation’s headquarters 
miles away, thus leaving the house 
management somewhat on its own. 

Operation of the theatre has al- 
ways been a problem, since location 
would make it a neighborhood, and 
gize and possibilities practically 
stamp it boulevard. When operated 
by Metro house was unquestionably 
counted in the latter class, but con- 
tinuous performances were not then 
the boulevard rule. Morning per- 
formances are not introduced yet in 





the Paris neighbs, and the house 
only opens well after 2 p.m., though | 
jt remains open until 2 a.m. Pro- 


gram is so arranged that feature is 
ghown four times on weekdays and 
five on Sundays. Also, the stage 
presentation is only shown twice on 
weekdays and three times on Sun- 
days. Since, apart from stage and 
feature, balance of the show is mere 
padding, turnover of the house 
reduced to a minimum against 
heavy overhead. 

Current bill includes, besides a 
newsreel, two educationals, provid- 
ing plenty of padding. The orches- 
tra, which was one of the theatre's 
big draws in the old days, has been 
considerably reduced in number. 
This means that such numbers as 
this week’s ‘Tannhaeuser’ Overture 
are somewhat distorted. 

Stage presentations are done by 

aul Oscard, and evidence consid- 
erabie penny-pinching. The sketchy 
way they are put on puts them on 
@ par with provincial shows. 


is 


Presentation is in three parts 
‘with music supplied by the pit or- 
chestra. First part consists of 


steps done by a troupe of 16 girls 
with more beauty than collective 
training. They are supported by 
the trio Olive Andre—two men and 
a girl—who do an adagio dance 
and a specialty number. For the 
presentation the stage is consider- 
ably reduced by means of side cur- 
tains, or else, due to its size, it 
would take over 40 girls to make 
it look other than bare. Props and 
their handling are both crude, and 
lighting primitive. 

After the first part, indifferent 
acrobats do a turn, followed by a 
third part with girls reappearing, 
and the acrobats completing the 
lukewarm impression. Last part of 
the presentation is supposed to be 
Spanish, with the backdrop covered 
by three gigantic Spanish shawls, 
which unfold just as the curtain 
eloses. 

This week’s feature is ‘Fanto- 

mas,’ a weak Braunberger Richebe 
murder mystery. 
_ Building up the theatre requires 
®@pending money, which the corpo- 
ration refuses to chance risking at 
this time. Mazi. 


CAPITOL 


New York, June 3. 


Show is loosely grouped around 
‘York and King, troupers deluxe, 
who adapt themselves to any en- 
vironment. Stage presentation has 
many elaborate artistic features in 
its settings and ensemble costumes. 
Pretentious atmosphere only goes 
to sharpen and define the clowning 
of this specially gifted lady buf- 
foon. 

Pair have three appearances run- 
ning through the 50-minute show. 
They open before an old-time vil- 
lage scene set, with the girls 
-8rouped around them in bright crin- 
oline dresses. Go into the ‘Queen 
in the Parlor’ routine, leaving the 
line girls for a semi-comedy dance. 
Finish has a trio of girls peeping 
through the window of a cottage 
labeled ‘Curiosity Shop’ and off as 
the drop flies to reveal a novelty 
setting, with a male dancer posed 
On a high pedestal and painted 
brilliant crimson from crown to toe, 
one of the shop exhibits as an In- 
dian statue. He goes into a war 
dance, group of eight girls being 
Only atmosphere in poses. Dancer is 
apparently Charles Chesney. 

Into one for a dance session by 
Dorothea and Her Yellow Jackets, 


four acrobatic dancing boys who 
are neat steppers and great in 
routines of Arab tumbling. Girl} 


does the finish in a novelty dance 
routine made up of Russian steps 
mixed with tumbling. 

3ack to full stage with back drop | 
representing a china plate in the 
famous willow pattern, and posed 
in the center Gloria Gilbert, so-| 
Prano, and Harry Losee, tenor. 
They do a yocal duet, with the Hale 
8irls in front in attractive geisha | 
costumes. Finish is a whirlwind 
affair, with Carol Atherton, bal- 
lerina, doing an astonishing series | 
of delirious whirls on her toes 


| True 





fastest thing of the kind seen 
many a day. 

Follows the old-time joy ride bit 
before a snow drop by York and/| 
King using a sleigh this time. It 
used to be a buggy. Funny in 
either vehicle. 


One of those Christmas card set- 
tings for the finale, opening in a 
garden setting and a sort of bird 
house in the center. Brief number 
by Miss Gilbert and Losee with ac- 
companying line maneuvers. Dark 
stage for another ensemble, rain 
effect and girls in raincoats and 
gzoloshes, with shower simulated by 
light on a hanging fringe of silver 
strings. 

Principal gag routine of 


in 


the York 


and King pair worked in here for 
an abundance of laughs, involving 


York for foiling and plenty of 


the couple’s roughhouse. Rose 
King’s prima donna spoof worked | 
in here, and the finish is a vocal | 


quartet employing a young man, 
used earlier in stooge capacity. 
Finish of the whole presentation 
is strictly ‘art ballet’ formula, pink 
in coloring and generally pink in 
character. Girls in garden costumes 
and waving rose garlands do the 
neat formations working up to a 
rose idea, girls in double circle, and 


Miss Atherton doing her whirlwind 
whirls round and round between 
the two dancing rings. Pretty and 


effective for a curtain, in which, Zor 
a change, the rest of the specialty 
people do not take a bow. 

is ‘As You Desire Me’ 
with Greta Garbo, and 
business good for this Thursday 
evening, although not quite the 
typical flurry. Rush. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, June 3. 


Feature 
(M-G-M) 


Cutting down the F-M unit 
enough to permit the Earl Hines 
band a satisfactory running tim«¢ 


seems to have presented plenty of 
difficulties here this week. At any 
rate, they weren’t ironed out satis- 
factorily for the first show, and the 
whole layout needed plenty of fix- 
ing. 

In the first place, Hines has only 
a 11-piece orchestra, and the boys 


looked lost on the wide Stanley 
stage. A Whiteman organization 


can get away okay here, but not ons 
like this. They should have beer 
closed in with drapes or drops. It 
would have improved the appear- 
ance as well as the music. 

Instead, the drop is from the unit 
proper, a huge Ubangi savage head 
with the lower lip extending out in 
the shape of a runaway. All through 
the Hines act they were expecting 
something from him to utilize that 
background, but it was merely there 
for the chorus finaie. Bringing on 
the F-M line in front of Hines to 
close the show was a mistake, too. 
Curtain should have been rung on 


Hines’ last number, a rousing ar- 
rangement of ‘Chinatown’ and a 
legitimate finish for any show. 


Leaving the boys on the stage try- 
ing to fake some music while crew 
in the pit blared the finale music 
wasn’t so good. 

Outside of these technical inade- 
quacies, show is there and with 
plenty of entertainment value. 
Hines isn’t very well known around 
heré since Pittsburgh radio listeners 
aren’t stay-ups and colored band’s 
ether reputation has come from 
those wee-hour broadcasts out of 
Chicago. He got over all right, al- 
though the act could stand a little 
production. Boys dish out much of 
the hi-de-di stuff that Cab Callo- 
way has popularized, but they have 
enough of that hot and low-down 
barbaric rhythm to stand on their 
own. 

In addition, Hiines himself is a 
pianist to be reckoned with, and his 
pianolog, a medley of three num- 
bers, is the turn’s highspot. Outside 
of the band specialties, with a mike 
used for some close harmony from 
the boys, there are two feminine 
warblers. One gets off ‘Minnie the 
Moocher’ and the other, Geneva 
Washington, late of the Cecil Mack 
choir in ‘Rhapsody in Black,’ has a 
number that’s a corker. Gal has a 
voice of wide range and gets plenty 
of tremolo into it. Right up there 
with Hines’ pianolog for stellar 
honors. 

Jack Sidney, of the unit proper, 
cut almost to nothing, getting only 
one wop song; Swor and Goode sold 
their blackface chatter nicely (the 
Moran and Mack stuff is always big 
locally), and a young hoofer, Jack 
Lester, who from the center of the 
house is almost 
George Raft, had lightning stuff and 
no trouble. 

Dick Powell, m. c., hasn’t much 
to do either, with a song spotted in 
one and that’s all. He found him- 
self in a spot, though, the 
show when a house fuse blew 
during the newsreel and he had 
come out and ad lib for about 
minutes. Acquitted 
though, with a few gags and a song, 
making the wait easy to take 

Chorus also rates mention. Thess 
F-M lines have been consistently 
good, capable kids who can step out 


irst 


and do some intricate specialties 

too. This one is no exception. 
Feature ‘Street of Women’ (FN) 

and at least five or six minutes of 


tiresome trailers heralding contests 


etc.--They even stuck a contest clip 

|in the newsreel proper, as if the 

regular ballyhoo wasn't enough 
Cohen. 


PARAMOUNT 


New York, June 3. 


New Fal ‘Spend Money to Get It’ Goes In 


trade this | 
week. ‘Strangers of the 


Evening’ | e e 
(Tiff) on the screen is that weak on e 
cast names that Tiffany Thayer, the ] an rien er 
author’s name, adorns the marquee ? 


in lieu of any screen personality. 





Tab version of Lew  Leslie’s —_ maaan 
‘Rhapsody in Black’ on the stage is ; : , ; 
but spotty entertainment. They go Chicago, June 3. natural, being the ‘Chicago World's 
refined at moments, but the high- Entire atmosphere overhanging) Fair show, the circuit has dded 
lights are when they are themselves /|the local Publix-B. & K. organiza-| Gene Dennis, the mentalist. If only 
and strut their stuff in native man-/tion has undergone a complete re-| the relatives of the 16 Chi iris 
ner versal within the past week. Since| Who won a centest to become chor- 
Everything else is an attempt to|the beginning of the year organiza- | Sters in this unit attend this week 
simulate all sorts of vocalization|tional morale has been slowed to a/itS bound to be a winner for the 
and instrumentation but their own.} walk. The idea of chop! chisel! house. 
They do ‘Dark Eyes’ in Russian; |slash! had been carried to such ex- While not a particularly strong 
they sing Kili Eili in Yiddish; they | tremes that the circuit. from the top! show, it’s more 1an okay for this 
play Gershwiniana in symhonic|exec down to the box-office girls,/town on the fair tie-up, and its 
Whiteman manner, but after all is| had lost most of their zeal. okayness was demonstrated by the 
=o mpi ee gt gy Roenen Up to the past week the keynote terrific reception for the gal doing 
Ms oe i pen _ Pr 2 St. James | of the organization leaders had been/the finale flash as ‘Miss Chicago. 
: gg or when ved — sh to cut expenses to the last postage Pte & Marco have done won- 
i ste .e rie aAkew:s g = 4 rs , <a ore > _< > 
be mm orth in eccentric cakewalk | stamp, then sit back and wait until) @€rS with these 16 gals in the same 
i sl W: 3 is starred. with tl lthings got better. Idea had been| four eae shat tuey were 
_ Et ne yaters is S arred, with the chiefly to cut losses; the matter of | in the local contest. They are do- 
| Cecil Mack choir, the Pike Davis| axing money was forgotten. ing a couple of neat routines, espe- 
| Continental orchestra and the Berry | . Seta, — cially the flower number, which re- 
Bros. sub-featured. Others are | New motion, however, has within quires a good deal of agility in the 
| Florence Hill, Valaida, Geneva the week been injected into the cir- hop-skip-and-jump mannner. The 
Tashineton sy Fletcher 6) cuit. The old cut-cut-cut theme has] ¢, ; — 
| Washington, Dutsy Fletcher, Blue . fact that they won contests on their 
| McAllister and Pearl Wright con- | been changed to ‘let's see what can/goiures js illustrated neatly when 
| tributing on some sort of song or| be done his is demonstrated first | tn gals show their curves in the 
dance specialty. Credits go to|in the immediate increase of adver- ‘parade of the nations.’ 
George Gershwin and Fields and/tsing appropriations, a jump of T al acta | is it 
|McHugh for music, and Alberta|™ore than 25% to be spent in the/,, “W®0 ee ee ee eee 
Bes gh ee . : wens — Institutional ads are Bayes and Speck for the excellent 
Nichols and Mann Holiner for spe- newspapers. nstitutiona ads are . . 
a A “mie 4 being revived. Pl: ow is to ecarry| bits of comedy talk and business, 
cial lyries from the original colored ing reviv an now 1 carry .R , er : 
a - lat least one institutional spread|2@nd the Russian Art Circus, which 
|revue. Show runs an hour and five | eas one institutional spreac a ie came : 
| cue Deunatin each week, plugging all advance) as neve! missed as a canine nov- 
- Gutter mikes-served Ethel Wa-|Shows. First ad, slated to run this elty. That. comedy triangle panto- 
A ae * Bae S lav (5) ill earrv full listing of |™Mime yarn is a sure-fire with any 
ters in rood stead for her lyrical} °* unday , Wi irry ul IsStLInNg - s 
. 5 —" " Ashes ; . ms ott —— ay | audience. Lucille and Laverne were 
discourses. They went for her jall the stage attractions so far : at ; 
scourses. J i ner. booked: and that list is impressive.;2 Quiet singing and dancing duo 
Proceedings opened with ‘Rhap- | DOOKed: an lat list 1s impressi\ that fittea ji ihatatatias . Midian 
sodie’ done instrumentally, the Pike | Names will be used every week, not |" ee deek te ay Ke 
s é > ins y, only in the two 1 } ses—-Ori- | Managed a Spanish single number, 
Davis band conducted by a woman, |0™Y_ in the two loop houses ri re ; ; ‘ae 
_ : ; -,. {ental and Chicago,—but also in the| While Beth Lewis served nicely as 
Forepart was heavy on the vocaliz- | ane OF us & = opening spokesw an and iam 
ing between Miss Waters and the three deluxes, Uptown, Paradise and | °® ling spokeswoman and hoofer. 
Cecil Mack choir of 16 Latter! Tivoli. And these names are to be} Five Fox newsclips and a clever 
‘ome on in flowing robes of the doubled and tripled. |}organlog separated the unit from the 
- | ° ze " ie . > toc « 
ype usually identified with evan-| Lobbies of these deluxe houses, Gene le nnis turn. Both this act 
celistic temple revivalists. The| which had been stripped of all ad-|4nd the unit were somewhat hin- 
‘Kili Eili’ in minor key was a nat-|vertising in an effort to chisel, are ao pt a Sey the first performance 
ural for the double octet, with a|this week slated once more to re-|PY garbled mikes and jammed 


a dead ringer for | 


out | 

to | 
five | 
himself nicely, | 


pair of femme sopranos leading it| ceive posters, pluggers and banners. drapes. Miss Dennis is proving an 


‘ffectively. | This is noticeable at present at the| attraction for a special femme class, 

Colored tab had its moments, but|two loop deluxe spots, the former and on word-of-mouth should build 
in sum total shaped up as a so-so|circused fronts and lobbies being | tO an increasing biz throughout the 
procedure. once more in evidence. Result is a| week. She walked on cold and 


smack; the former morgue-like at-| found it tough to get her first ques- 
mosphere has been removed and the| tion from the audience, but after the 


Paramount Pictorial, Par news- 
reel and the usual trailers rounded 





it out. spots once more look like theatres. ice had been broken, the women and 

Final deluxe performance was All screens of the entire irae oo ee oS ee audience fell over 
marked by stupid ushering and | will receive extra appropriations for | jen any dae trying to get their prob- 
protestations over the absence of|trailers on the city-wide institu- oms solved and questions answered. 
the usual taped-off press section.|tional campaign. B. & K. comaaeiel Miss Dennis is one of the smooth- 
On top of that, some Publix officials| once more thoroughly awakened; | @St of oracles working today. She 
came down, and the first available | their atmosphere is at present flatly | has a swell mediumistic manner 
seats were grabbed and taped off} positive after having been negative | Without going for dim lights and 
in anticipation of their arrival. Biz|for months. They have apparently| Oriental robes. She works in a 
light generally otherwise. Abel. | decided that sitting back and wait-|fully-lighted house and wears a for- 


ing never did bring in business.|™4! evening dress. It’s her manner 
They’re going out after it; and the|0f talking that counts; she visions 
deluxe business on opening day at| things and talks to her audience as 
both loop houses was encouraging,|imtimates rather than remaining 
trade upping at both the Chicago,|COldly aloof. She had this audience 





FISHER 


Detroit, June 4. 





Mills Bros. here this week. Quar-; where ‘Everybody’s Welcome’ is| convinced. 
tet played the Michigan two weeks/| showing, and at this spot, the Flicker is ‘Two Seconds’ (WB). 
ago, and the return week resulted. | Oriental. In on an ‘adults only’ rating after 
Could have been a good move, but On top of the regular Fanchon &|having been at first completely 
not the way the bros. are being} Marco unit here, which is almost a| banned by the censors. Gold, 


used here. Boys were advertised 
as having an entire new program. e 
And two of the four numbers are ‘ 
repeats, At the Michigan they did 
four numbers, and here the same. | 
The small offering was explained as y 
EMBASSY 
First pictures of Amelia Earhart 


due to the desire not to wear out 
concerning her landing in London. 


the novelty. 
Show will be and should be com- 
For the two previous weeks Em- 
bassy ignored Miss Earhart and 














pared with the one built around the 
Mills at the Michigan. This one 
suffers plenty from comparison. 
And despite that more was spent 
this week for the entire show than 
the previous bill. 

This one has some nice talent, 


TRANSLUX 
Universal more and more is ex- 
hibiting an uncanny ability to be 
where none of the other reels are 
when most spectacular news breaks. 


and on paper looks gogd., As;|Luxer has given her considerable| This time the U cameraman was 

played, it is = mig A “4 hi space. Subject handled tritely by | up in the clouds to close-up the ill- 
Johnny Perkins works in S| mat tk . : a ae 

usual style and over to a fair re-|/%* @ueries and silly comments fated hop to Tokio. 

ception. As does Ruth Petty. Other from a newsreel employe inter- While the clip is held up to be 

talent is Stanley Bros. and Jerry, | Viewer. bonafide, and probably is, it looks 


who get over nicely. Both theatres lead with Hoover's | almost like a reconstruction of what 





Picture ‘Molly Louvain’ (WB), petition to the Senate to right the happened. Nevertheless, the thrill 
with business fair. Lee. budget. Luxer greeted Hoover with/| effect is complete. The Tokio- 
silence, while for the first Saturday! bound plane is shown suddenly 
in months Embassy applauded the! breaking away while refueling in 


President. 

As is customary at the Embassy 
when anyone high or low denounces 
prohibition there is a warm audi- 
ence reaction. For a change, how- | tographed. 
ever, Ohio’s attorney gencral ac- A subject that has been used 
tually records some good points on | several times before, that of flash- 


* subjec . Se 
the subject ing prospects for the presidential 


midair. The flier at the same time 
is seen to abandon ship under a 
parachute. Even the splash of the 
flaming airship in the water is pho- 


ROXY 


New York, June 3. 

Disintegration of Roxy grosses is | 
entirely a responsibility of me 
screen and the dullness thereupon. | 
No slacking in the stage portion is 
noticeable, and a trade observer re- 











turning after an absence of two} Just before his battle F-H pub- | race, js revived by Paramount. In 
vears would especially mark any |licizes Shark*y in a musical com- | the " line-up includi 2 Re aevel 
deterioration. As a matter of an-/edy light. ‘ine contender plays a} ing eevee, iendie ‘is th e net wey - 
alysis there is little reason for any; uke, a sax, and even sings. It'S! receiving applause by Li te - \ ai 
change. Russell Markert is still| also a nice plug for Abe Lyman’s | onces & appiaus yy Luxer audi- 
ithere. And so are Clark Robinson band. Plug is given a dining re- . . 
Florence Rogge, Marco Montedoro, | sort in Brooklyn Pathe gets one of the goriest 
Patricia Bowman, and others who All of the reels caught an ex-| bullfights yet shown in the news- 
made and keep the backstage at/| citing turnover on the Indianapolis reels. It was staged in France, and 
high speed efficiency. track. Among others generally the camera doesn't grind off until 

Even the pitifully meagre audi-| covered were Londos, Davis cup,| te bull is dripping and on the 
ence surrounded by unoccupied; Omaha balloon races, Derby prize | Verse of being dropped. 
plush was aroused to tumultuous winners, Annapolis flag ceremony, That bus which is looking for the 
ovation for ‘The Bolero’ as built, in- | New Jersey dog show, Coney Island.| man who has benefited by prohibi- 
terpreted, and crescendoed into a No matter how intelligent ation is caught by Pathe starting its 
fever of emotionalized rhythm.| Derby winner may be those news-| cruise. No mention was made by 
Here was something novel. Neither | reel contact men never fail to work, the announcer that any of the 
in conception nor scope is any) jn that angle for laughs. newspaper or newsreel offices will 
known parallel available. A dance -H allowed Columbia's graduat- | be visited. 
number that clung to classic stand-|jng exercises to run until fans Paramount does some excellent 
ards yet was the apex of effective squirmed in their chairs Subject camera work in covering another 
showmanship for a picture house | could have been cut to a third of | outboard motor race in Flo! 
| audience. rs the clip as released This time the cameraman 

Gomez and Winona, of willowy Other subjects on the Embassy while a boat is taking its leap 
grace, led this memorable Cnore- | program number: Roosevelt offe r. Other Luxer clips include West- 
ographic interlude. George Kiddon ing farms to jobl« May party for: ern Elect s new camera p- 
Valerie Streshnev, Val Gueral, Aron | New Yor! former sheriff in.Cen-| watch, Rumanian royalty at play 
Tamoroff, the Roxyettes and the tral Park, ocean fliers in Rome,! (Par), army ma: hine in practice 
ballet participated. Memorial Day observations, Cath-!Carideo coaching U. of Mo. foot- 

Barlier Patricia Bow man wW4aS' olic field masses in Washington and | ball team, WW hington square’s 
seen in ‘Roulette’ and ‘Casino Peleiur eo seca t i 

¢ ium, a Berlin choir ar 4 - demonstration of art legionnaires 
(Continued on page 62) lin orchestra, French zoc Waly. in Wa ngton Waly. 
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RAY and RASTUS 


Dances 
12 Mins.; One 
Grand O. H. 


Two colored boys in a fast hoofing 
turn that is fair for vaudeville, but 
is essentially of night club vintage. 

Both boys appear exceptionally 
young. One is garbed in smart 
street wear and the other in just a 
bunch of old clothes. Latter colored 
boy is one who can really strut and 
hoof in the real colored sense of the 
word. His partner isn’t far behind 
him. 

Boys attempt a bit of crossfire, 
but it’s only a breathing spell for 
them. Chatter is very bad and the 
boys don’t need gab. Their dancing 
does all the talking they need. 

A duo like this should either 1.2 
with a night club or if on the stage, 
as part of a revue. 


SAMMY KREVOFF (5) 
Dance Flash 

16 Mins.; Two, Full (Special) 
Coliseum 

Sammy Krevoff stands out boldly 
in a dance single, otherwise his four 
girls top him on appeal. Krevoff, 
seemingly an agile dancer who’s 
there on taps, rhythm, etc., is in- 
clined to lean too much to pirou- 
etting, spieling and the like in the 
accentuated Russian manner. 

Flash is tastefully staged, cos- 
tumed and produced. Though some- 
what slow in spots, particularly on 
the opening, which is dragged out 
too. long, it has enough to over- 
come that handicap before audi- 
ences. 

Girls appear first as cig vendors, 
routed from the nitery bonanza by 
depression, with an ‘introductory 
built around this, Krevoff mixing in. 
The'single by Krevoff following, in- 
cluding taps in Russian twirls, very 
expertly done. 

Impressions of various dancers, 


{Adeline Genee, Marilyn Miller, Har- 


riet Hoctor and Pavlowa, done by 
the girls, with that of Hoctor the 
best, and ‘Dying Swan’ of Pavlowa 
runner up. 

‘Another dance by Krevoff, with 
much Russian jumping around, 
mixed with an introductory to the 
girl quartet’s ballet in another set 
in full. Latter nicely done. 

Act registered okay closing show. 

Char, 





BRONSON and RENEE 
Comedy and Songs 
15 yi One 

This veteran mixed couple has 
succeeded in contributing newness 
to a. standard song and talk routine 
by the insertion of some satirical 
broadcasting stuff. The new note 
makes a big difference, with the 
laughs coming strenger through 
Bronson's manipulation of a prop 
mike'for intermittent gags. 

Topical chatter and local mate- 
rial are weighty part of the talk 
material. Most of the singing is 
confined to the far end, with the 
couple harmonizing old songs while 
the man pounds the piano and slips 
in @ gag n and then. His imita- 
tion of Al Smith making an ether 
speech tops the mike moments. 

Only some tightening up and 
slight shortening of the cross-fire 
ig needed now. An experienced 
comic, Bronson should know where 
to apply the razor. Bige. 





BERT and LEE 
Comedy and Fiddle 
13 Mins.; One 

Too old fashioned to go far today 
in present form. Material limits 
this mixed team’s field to the small- 
er capacity houses, of which there 
are few left in the desirable class. 
Even in the smallies Bert and Lee 
may find the going tough. 

Bert has a new partner in this 
tall blonde violiniste, but he hasn't 
anew act. The five-and-ten parody 
is still in and still the same, along 
with most of the gags, 

Miss Lee carries herself well and 
Straights satisfactorily, although 
Bert appears to need a more ec- 
centric foil. He’s a cross between a 
straight and a comic himself, which 
precludes chances for contrast. 

Bige. 





BAL ACCORDION FIVE 
Accordion, Dancing 
9 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Audubon 

Similar in routine and setup to an 
accordion act, possibly the same 
caught by ‘Variety’ sometime ago 
under another name. Other act had 
a toe ballet that was bad, and if 
this one is of the same membership 
it’s greatly improved since then. 

Quintet opened a four-act show 
up here, working in a zippy manner 
and with the dance end reduced to 
a few steps in connection with ac- 
cordion numbers. A classical solo 
breaks the routine, with small ac- 
cordions, announced as only ones in 
world, played for a novelty finish. 


LEON BELASCO ORCHESTRA 
(12) 


Musical 
15 Mins.; Full 
Palace 

A musical group new to vaude- 

ville but successful in a number of} 
class night spots and lately acquir- 
ing something of prestige in radio. 
Mixed string and wind group of 10, 
with Belasco playing the violin and} 
singing. He is a class personality, 
somehow conveying a certain air of | 
elegance. 
Style runs to semi-classicals, ex- 
otic foreigns and the like, with the 
soft pedal on low downs. Belasco 
himself sings in German and Rus- 
sian, helping the foreign atmos- 
phere. 

Introduces Vivian Janis, blond 
torcher, exploited as a Ben Bernie 
protege, who does two sentimental 
numbers, somewhat in the Helen 
Morgan manner, minus the piano 
sitting. Girl was a wow with this 
Saturday mat, crowd. Turn closed 
the show this week, and its vaude- 
ville debut was altogether auspi- 
cious. Rush. 


_ 


OLSEN and BINGHAM 
Comedy 
17 Mins.; One 

Academy, N. Y. 

Two men in comedy talk backed 
by two other men and three women 
in an act which needs pruning to 
get it into shape for what’s left of 
the better time. A conglomeration 
of bits, ‘several of which are bor- 


RUSSIAN IMPERIAL COSSACKS 
(10) 


Orcia., Dances, Songs 
10 Mins.; full (Special) 
Grand O. H. 
Where a bit of foreign atmosphere 


lis needed to dress up a bill, an act 


like this comes in handy. Seven- 
piece Balalaika orchestra, six men 
and one woman, are featured for in- 
strumentation of a typical Russo 
nature. 
Featured among the string or- 
chestra’s musical category were the 
expected Russo-Gypsy airs, ‘Dark 
Eyes’ and ‘Two Guitars.’ Two girls 
are also featured in this turn for 
dances. One, a dark-haired miss, 
stands out with castanet and tam- 
bourine dances and some additional 
spiels. Other is a blonde who solos 
it for a toe ballet and later for a 
brief acromatic. 

Vocal work included by the lead- 
er, a strong baritone, and the femme 
member of the orchestra, 


BOBBY GILLETTE (2) 
With Shirley Richards 

Comedy, Banjo, Dancing 
14 Mins.; One and Two 
Coliseum 

This is not the Bob Gillette who 
at one time worked with Lucy Gil- 
lette, juggler. A juvenile who leans 
to banjo strumming, at which he 
excels, this Gillette carries Shirley 
Richards, dancer, who doubles for 
a few gags. Turn, clamped No. 2 
up here, shapes for that position in 
theatres of this type. 

Gillette opens with a uke-song 
number, waiting for girl to inter- 
rupt. She misses cue intentionally, 
as later for a twist. The few gags 
at the beginning are lukewarm in 
appeal but one, around the dog first 
discovering the North Pole, has a 
sizzle. Not offensive fior sold that 
way, however. The gag anent going 
out with an actor n.s.g. It wouldn't 





rowed from old burlesque days. 
Plenty ‘of prop gags and a light 
plot that keeps the electrician busy. 

They open with the stage dark, 
the lights going up to disclose them 
already on. Their opening talk is 
interrupted by a plant in.the au- 
dience whose cry of peanuts is 
worked into an unexpected finish 
for their speeches, 


Pleasant interlude is a nice look- 
ing girl, who does some simple steps 
and a little tapping against a board 
while standing on her hands. Turn 
is merely a hodge podge of stuff 
without connection, but more or 
less funny. 

They miss a good finish through 
lack of buildup. The two comedy 
women open with ‘Harvest Moon’ 
in old-fashioned dresses, going into 
the ‘Florodora’ sextet with the two 
men and from there into a mock 
marriage, with the minister the 
dwarf, standing on the shoulders 
of the other stooge. Even as it 
stands it amuses, but it could be 
built into a scream, Finish is the 
torn down back drop, which was 
not new when the Brittons did it. 





‘SWEET and HOT’ (5) 
Flash Act 
13 Mins.; Full (Special) 


Four young girls and a young boy 
or midget in a’ flash that seems to 
have been thoughtlessly slapped on 
in the shoestring way. It depends 
entirely on the specialties, and these 
do not always warrant such a re- 
sponsibility. 


Boy, in a fauntleroy getup, is the 
m. c. for the girls, and from his 
speaking at the outset it’s obvious 
he’li go boy soprano. He does, for 
‘Mother Machree,’ which can stop a 
show on a kazoo at the Grand Opera 
House. 


Girls are toe dancer, acrobat and 
sister team. Sisters sing and dance. 
Others just dance. Little help from 
the costuming or mounting, 


With this act and all others like 
it, the possibilities are a date here 
and there. This is an average flash 
act, which speaks pretty sparingly 
for the state of vaudeville producing 
today. The producer is not always 
at fault, since there’s no longer 
assurance of the return of his in- 
vestment, let alone a profit on any 
act. Nor are the bookers at fault 
for not booking ’em. It will be as 
tough to solve as the question of 
which came first—the egg or the 
chicken, Bige. 


GEO. FAWCETT AND CO. (4) 
‘Mayor and the Manicure’ 
Sketch 
17 Mins. Full 

Loew’s Orpheum, N. Y. 


Veteran film character actor in a 
rather thinly plotted sketch in 
which he defeats a blackmail 
scheme. Girl has the letters his son 
wrote her. Asks $10,000. Cuts the 
phone wire for no real reason, 
though she gloats when the mayor 
seeks to call the police. He fools 
her with a dummy instrument and 
she gives up the letters. Then the 
; phoney is exposed and she takes her 
licking with good spirit. 

Fawcett is the only player of the 


quartet, and he is apparently too 
nervous to give his usual smooth 
n rformance. Overstresses both 


lines and actions, and tries too hard 
to do enough work for all four. 
Manicure supplies lines intelligently, 
with the other two only so-so. Not 
in any way an outstander and a dis- 
appointment to many of his admir- 





Did very well. Nicely costumed 
and presented. Char. 


ers, but he’s a picture name, 





| be missed if lost. 


Two banjo numbers by Gillette, 
one an impression of three instru- 
ments simultaneously, both score, 
as does the smooth high kicking 
specialty by Miss Richards. A nov- 
elty dance on a step-like arrange- 
ment of over-sized banjos closes 


in two. 
Showed to nice returns. Char. 


DELIVERY BOYS (2) 

Joe Schuster, Johnny Tucker 
14 Mins.; One 

Audubon 

In vaudeville early in 1930 with 
an act recorded as not so forte, De- 
livery Boys have since, through con- 
siderable radio broadcasting, great- 
ly improved. While some of their 
radio impressions are faulty, many 
of them land smartly. 

Team of former songwriters might 
polish up their routine for even 
greater results by culling out a few 
ether-worker imitations, notably 
Vallee, Four Mills (short by two 
men), and Floyd Gibbons (garbled 
in attempt to talk too fast). The 
Van and Schenck number, closing, 
also nothing to excite. 

Impression of Columbo the best 
and those of Benny Rubin, Bing 
Crosby, Kate Smith, Hillbilly Moun- 
taineers, Singing Sam and Helen 
Kane combo, and others, good. 

Char. 





SPIDER WEB FANTASY (5) 


ances 
11 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Grand O. H. 

Tepid dance flash contains three 
girls and two boys. Opens with two 
femmes doing taps and some hock 
steps on their toes. Steps weren't 
cued with the music and the girls 
evidently needed more rehearsals, 


for the number was noticeably 
rough. A boy followed with a bit of 
dancing. 


Stage goes dark for the next num- 
ber. Three girls garbed a la but- 
terflies with luminous costumes for 
a brief ballet. Girls then drape 
themselves on the lattice work in 
the back of the stage, giving the im- 
pression of a spider’s web, and an 
adagio between one of the girls and 
a chap follows. Latter number 
stood out. 

An ordinary dance flash that 
should have its rough edges smooth- 
ed out, 





WILMOT and RUSSELL 
Songs, Dance and Comedy 
8 Mins.; One 
Million Dollar, L. A. 

Wilmot and Russell have been 
around here for some time working 
as singles. Their present act shows 


terial. Both men are good dancers, 











PHOENIX, LONDON | 


London, May 27. 

Having played vaudeville, cab- 
aret and cine-variety, Dora 
Maughan has. now taken a hand 
at producing. 

Vau de Vue, French for revue— 
and vaudeville—opened at the 
Phoenix and is the project of Lu- 
cien Sammett and Miss Maughan. 
Sammette is the young Frenchman 
who introduced ‘Revudeville’ at the 
Windmill, London, which is proev- 
ing a gold mine. 

Opening program at the Phoenix 
had a few items that will be heard 
of in the near future. 

The Hoboes, a couple of men 
comedy dancers, with funny pans, 
should develop into « fair standard 
act, and good fill-in for second 
rate vaudeville houses. 

Alec Halls and Partner, comedy 
musical act, is another that has 
possibilities, and is a much better 
act, even in its present unfinished 
form, than many that are rated 
standard in vaudeville. 

Oliver Wakefield, a typically silly 
ass comic, with one of those incon- 
sequential monologs, in which only 


Englishmen excel, is a find. Here’s 
raw material, which, if properly 
handled, should attain stardom. 


There were others not so good, and 
still others bad. 

Miss Maughan, besides helping 
on the production side, also enter- 
tains in the salon during interhis- 
sion. This proved one of the at- 
tractions of the evening, but it is 
not the way to utilize Dora’s tal- 
ents. She can be used to much 
better advantage. She could do an 
act, revealing to all those stage as- 
pirants what a polished product is 
like. 

As a recruiting station for talent 
finding, and placing potentials to 





the best advantage, the Phoenix is 
fulfilling a longfelt want. It is even 
a desirable spot for standard acts 
to break in new material. 

Charles Gulliver, who was pres- 
ent at the opening, is interested in 
Oliver -Wakefield and Alec Halls 
and Partner for a Moss Empire 
tour. So, the Phoenix has already 
accomplished something. 

The overhead, including 19 items, 
two femme troups oz dancers, a boy 
chorus, back and front house, staff 
and orchestra and advertising cost 
under $4,000. The house is leased 


from the owner, Victor Luxem- 
bourg, on a 50-50 basis; and can 
take $400 per show, playing. five 


shows daily. 


STATE 


Only four acts this week, but one 
of these is N. T. G, and his girls 
from the Hollywood. Filling about 
45 minutes on the stage and pretty 
well filling the house. The web- 
bing was up Saturday afternoon, 
but not quite as good on the first 
night show. 

In the opening Granlund and Pat 
Rooney exchange bouquets, with 
Pat getting the biggest bunch. Best 
payback Rooney offers is that the 
initials on the annunciator stand for 
‘not too good.’ Opinion was clearly 
not « ared by the audience. Gran- 
lund said he had shown at the State 
so often it seemed like playing 
stock. 

About the usual setup, with the 
m.c. opening in front of the curtain 
and the travelers revealing a caba- 
ret set. Standout act is a skating 
turn with the couple doing a brief 
routine and then going to the au- 
dience for volunteers for the swings. 
At the afternoon show they had a 
fat e-d not too young woman who 
had the house rocking when she did 
a somersault through dizziness, 
which gave her an edge on the stage 
ere\ for exposure. Money offered 
for the trippers and the stunt may 
be on the level, since there seem to 
be no repeaters. Finish is the for- 
eign cabaret with the Apache fight, 
which lets the show down a little 
after the comedy. 

At the Palace the costumes were 
regarded as a bit too scanty for 
the two-a-day crowd, but down 
here they are used to hot weather 
and they got a chance to bask in the 
sunshine with these dancers. Wom- 
en seemed to attend in equal pro- 
portion to the men, but the boys 
fought for the front rows. 

Opener is the Five Jewels, stand- 
ard girl juggling act using mostly 
clubs, but opening with tennis rac- 
quets. With five all in on some of 
the ensembles they give a speedy 





promise but is sadly lacking in ma-| never dropped a club. 


particularly Russell, in a flashy soft | 


five minutes and at the show caught 
Good for an 
opener on any bill. 

Second is Brems, Fritz and Mur- 


| shoe, and have nice stage personal-| phy Brothers, also standard, and 


}ities. Work fast, as is necessary in 
| vaude these days. 

| Song and gag material ts 
chosen. Too much 
| Coming from two neat looking lads, 
| it’s off key, 
|there’s room for them in the better 
houses. 
burlesque hula with tea strainers as 
a brassiere, is a letdown and leaves 
| Russell in the cold. Double dance or 
singing number would be an im- 
| provement, Call 
FOUR NORMANS (4) 

Jugglers 

'10 Mins.; Two 

| Paramount, L. A. 


laughs and getting them 


itown, turn 


ill | 
blue material. | 


With the proper stuff, | 
, , . lé working i he quartet throw- 
Wilmot's closing dance, a — orking into the q t 


Organ- | 


favorites here. 
to its speed than it’s quality, 


Comedy owes more 
but 





routining. One pair work straight 
and the other two in mild comedy 
costume are in for dodging the clubs 


that 
action. 


looks good and gets re- 


| 


| Working before a band in a pre- 


sentation house, the Normans are a 
| good flash and are used here as the 
crux act of an otherwise mild bill. 


| One of the two comedians is Dove, | 


| formerly of Baker, Dove and Allen. 
| Building up to one man catching 


— 


over smartly and really gets the 


laughs. Voices biend well and es. 
pecially good in unaccompanied 
numbers. Fills in 20 minutes with. 


out tiring and off to a good hand. 

Pat Rooney and Pat III in theip 
familiar dancing routines, with the 
boy working like a demon. His 
dad is taking it easier than he uced 
to, but he still shakes @ mean hoof 
at times, and, of course, the 
‘Rosie O’Grady’ signature. Finished 
with the usual curtain speech, 
which, in view of the long visit 
with Granlund immediately follow- 
ing, might have been dropped for 
this date. 


Film offering is ‘Miracle’ Man’ 
(Par) with a newsreel, but no 
shorts, 


PALACE 

Weather’s beginning to tell on the 
Palace and the stage line-up, too, 
This week’s 10-act show plays nice; 
ly, but it hasn’t the marquee po-« 
tency to turn the early summer trick 
against week-end gasoline. Enter- 
tainment works out very satsfac- 
torily, but not by a great deal in the 
traditional manner. 

Sophie Tucker is the name mag- 
net to the Palace clientele in this 
constellation; Buster West is stand- 
ard comedy, and the Leon Belasco 
orchestra has some radio weight 
and might spot, but as for the rest, 
they are mostly of the old style 
Palace No. two and three, and the 
whole show takes on the character 
of a first half of the former type 
entertainment. 

Regardless of comparison, how-« 
ever, the show is one of the bar- 
gains of Broadway at the 
But they weren’t buying it 
day afternoon with any 


Satur- 
reverish 


rush. Maybe three-quarters at $3 
o'clock, when the second show 
started. 

That the bill was almost a suc- 


cession of cliks speaks well for the 
booker, who assembled an excellent 
entertainment, 

Renoff, Renova and Bekefi, Rus< 
sian dance flash and a new combi- 
nation of standard workers in that 


field, opened impressively. Five 
people, including Theodore Bekefi, 
long identificd with such _ turns, 


have evolved a flashy dance turn 
featuring various adagios, and im- 
pressively dressed up with bright 
ideas and fortifying accessories, 
Two men engage in the -adagios 
proper, with.a couple of plump 
singing and‘dancing girls to fill 
gaps. 

Joe Wong, working alone and 
with some new twists to his de- 
lirious Chinese crooning, was 4 
small riot No. 2, holding up the 
show to the extent almost of em- 
barrassing Bob Ripa, following. The 
celestial’s crooning impression of 
Morton Downey was a comedy gem, 
with just enough fidelity to give 
edge to the humor of it. 

Ripa in consequence got a slow 
start, but built to a response that 
matched Wong’s. A juggler—even 
so finished a jupgler as Ripa—who 
can inspire enthusiasm in No. 3 still 
further argues a shift in the Palace 
clientele. Ripa has improved vastly 
in two years, 

Violet Carson, no stranger to the 
Palace, followed with the first shot 
‘at rowdy low comedy and, as might 
be expected, wowed ’em. Twelve 
minutes of great clowning, with 
two items standing out in the bur- 
lesque prima donna with the 
breakaway feather fan, and the 
travesty adagio with her huge and 
sinister looking stooge. In the spot 
following the opening adagio 
straight, it was particularly pat. 

Jim McWilliams is an old-timer 
and ought to know better than try 
his present introduction on Broad- 
way. Semi-nut gagging isn’t his 
style, and he is just stalling with 
waste of time and chances until he 
goes into the political speech. 

Harlan Dixon, working with 
Peggy Cornell, personable blonde 
girl, has a tightly knitted specialty, 
solid meat from start to finish and 
brimming with capital ideas. Such, 
for instance, is his travelog, with 
dance steps to reflect Broadway, 
Bowery, Park avenue and a brisk 
stepping bit for the finish in Har- 
lem. Another is his spoof of John 
Barrymore, a hammy recitation of 
the Hamlet soliloquy to accompani- 
ment of exaggerated dance steps to 
go with the posturings. Girl gives 
excellent support with agile dancing. 

Sophie Tucker proved the climax 
of the afternoon two from closing, 
and welcomed with a storm of 
greetings. She did 14 minutes, sing- 
ing three numbers in her own styl¢6 
—‘Something to Be Thankful For,’ 
with a gag in every other line, 
‘Tears Won't Bring Him Back’ and 
‘Lord You Made the Night Too 
Long.’ For encore she did her own 
paraphrase of ‘Extraordinary Gal,’ 
with some sizzling lyrical cracks, 
but delivered with the character- 
istics aplomb of the Madame that 
robs them of offense. 

Buster West and his comedy 
acrobatic antics had a tough as- 
|signment next to closing at this 
|late end of a two-hour show, but 
came through with plenty to spare. 
| Here is a resourceful comedian us- 
ing knockabout as his medium, but 
| first of all an eloquent pantomimic 
|clown. Dorothy Van Alst does the 








|the tosses of the other three, the) foiling, contributing a sightly bit of 


; jteam finales with a square, doing 
Indian club twirling act built for | cross-fire catching. Plenty of varia- 
| fons on the old tricks and with a 
ized here and breaking in around: bit more smoothing could stand up 
has acquired smooth!in any vaudeville company of today. 


legmania, a slim and graceful pres- 
ence and a variety of good-looking 
costumes. 

Belasco orchestra, 
| Janis (New Acts), closed, 


with Vivian 
Rush. 
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ACADEMY PALACE, CHICAGO sspct. and reap accordingly. Com- ° ° ° 
edy shortage is this bill’s weakness, 
Five acts, all different, fit to- Chicago, June 4. | but it made it easy for this turn Minneapolis Finds First of New 


gether very well in a show which 
runs an hour and three quarters, 
not listing the films, including ‘Mid- 
night Patrol’ (Monogram), a Mickey 
Mouse, a Torchy comedy and the 
ox Newsreel. 

Opener is Joe and Willie Hale, 
vith Willie liked for his loose joint- 
ed comedy. 


xeep turn running along 
ne gaps between tricks which 
-+unctuate the usual juggling act. 
mney do 10 minutes, but pack a lot 
af stuff within that limit, with 
Willie doing the club pick-up on the 
«unning globe, which got 
irst New York 
he street at Pastor’s something like 
30 years ago. And he does it as 
smartly now.as he did in those 
days. Act makes a good Starter, 
jut could do as well further along. 


Cherry Blossom and June (New 
Acts) shove the show along from 
~here, opening with a dance in net 
~sajamas that serves well enough 
‘or an opener, with June going into 
gome fast acrobatic act that con- 
“ains a number of real tricks. New 
act, atcording to the files, but a new 
‘ormation of the Blossom sisters. 
Smaller kid has plenty of ginger 
and caught the rather apathetic 
crowd. She should keep powder 
~uff in the wings and clean off the 
dirt she picks up from the stage in 
4er ground tumbling before she 
somes back for the finale. 

Olsen and Bingham also class as 
a new act in spite of old routine 
stuff. ‘They were a near riot in 
their finish, but just missed out in 
this big house. Should do better 
where they can reach over the foots. 
Need to learn the knack of making 
ylanned accidents seem impromptu. 
A little more smoothness is neces- 
gary to make the skirt losing con- 
Here it’s only a 
That goes double 
in which the fake 
pack drop is torn down. Too old 
*o be a surprise any more, and not 
sufficiently well worked up here to 
get a laugh on its own. As though 
their own flock of stooges were not 
enough, they ring in Joe Hale for 
a straight bit that he_ carries 
aicely. 

Charles King is the headliner in 
next to the end. He did very well 
with this audience, but it’s a hard 
erowd to figure. He had almost to 
force the encore, because they knew 
ne was coming back and figured 
there was no use applauding, and 
after several spontaneous. outbursts 
at popular numbers in a medley 
they let him walk with half the 
hand they had just given the com- 
mencemeat of the final song. King 
was taking it too easily here, and 
did not seem to be fully trying at 
the show caught. But he got away 
hicely with ‘You’re the One,’ ‘Lov- 
able,’ ‘Let’s Have Another Cup of 
Coffee,’ and ‘Singing in the Rain’ 
before he reached the medley. 

Finish is ‘Lovely Ladies,’ a mis- 
homer, since the girl band looks as 
though it had been hired more for 
its musical ability than looks. 
Twelve women, who play nicely, 
decorously garbed in ankle length 
dresses. Girl leader quits the job 
after the first selection and the 
band plays without direction save 
in one number, when the first violin 
steps out. Meanwhile, the leader 
does a drunk song that is merely 
a rather poor copy of other similar 
acts. She does much better when 
she comes back in skirts for the 
close. Weaned from the idea that 
she is a male impersonator, she 
could project herself nicely with a 

roper choice of songs in skirts. 

here is also a gir] acrobatic dancer 
who does very nicely, but who suf- 
fers from having to compete with 
earlier act, though she shoots a 
Couple of outstanding tricks. The 
number lets down the show at the 
close because it lacks speed and 
novelty. More of a hurrah finish 
Would help both them and the show. 


Grand Opera House, N.Y. 


Despite sultry weather and the 
lack of any cooling system, the bar- 
gain four-hour bill pulled them in 
a8 usual Saturday matinee. Two 
features, an episode and four acts, 
scaled at 25c top, does the trick here 
each week-end. Feature on the 
Screen were Fox’s ‘Trial of Vivienne 
Ware’ and ‘Hell's Headquarters,’ a 
Mayfair picture. Also episode nine 
of ‘Shadow of the Eagle.’ 

Vaude ran to 48 minutes for four 
acts, three of which, according to 


part of the act. 


Variety's files, are New Acts. Spider | 


feb Fantasy started off with ballet 
and adagio. Two colored boys, Ray 
and Rastus, followed with hot hoof- 
ing that scored. 

Trey and next to closing was filled 
by the veteran Joe Young and Com- 
pany. The ‘Company’ is a shapely 
lass who foils ably for Young's type 


of hoke comedy and a good-looking | 


youth spotted for two dance num- 
bers and who is an adent stepper. 

oung’s gags are old and his hoke 
mannerisms have no novelty. At 
times he is reminiscent of Joe 
Marks’ Style and others, when do- 
ing the rough comedy love scene 


With the girl, appears to be aping | 
Nevertheless the act} 


Al Trahan. 
bowed off to a good hand here. 

Russian Imperial Cossacks closed 
With instrumentation and dances a 
la Russe, 


Kind of stuff that’s been passing 
for vaude here would make any vet- | 
eran vaude-goer squirm. From 
regulated bills, with box office 
names that meant the black side of | 
the sheet for the Palace, it has be- | 
come strictly hit-or-miss. 

It seems that every week is now) 
a take-a-chance week, with no as- 





de »y re , | | ; 
Patter does not amount |may have disintegrated to some ex- 
~¢ much as comedy but serves to | 

without | Clty ead adions. 


surance what will happen. Chicago 


tent, but it’s still ahead of Sioux 


Here, for example, on this week's 
layout is the third consecutive book- 





him his | 
review just across | 


ing of a midget act. It started with | 


Singer’s Midgets, followed by Pettet | 
and Douglas last week and now} 
| Nord and Jeanne. Three times 


in a row can’t be just an oversight. | 
Only difference between last week’s| 
turn and this week’s is that one was| 
a man and the other a woman. 
Otherwise even the gags sounded | 
alike. 

Fortunately for the presence of 
Benny Rubin, who with Jack Haley | 
holds up whatever there is worth | 
holding on this show. Rubin’s re- 
partee with Haley, coming ahead of | 
the midget act, spelled apples for'| 
the latter. The raft of Joe Millers| 
pulled by Al Nord and -chis diminu-| 
tive partner laid there like a load of 
bricks, and what else could be ex-| 
pected? 


and-get your money's worth, and 
still it wasn’t a bargain. This week 
it’s back to five acts again, just 


like that. That the local theatre- 
goers may wonder what it’s all 
about probably doesn’t enter into 
the RKO minds. 


Combination of Rubin and Haley 
supplied the much needed punch. 
Without them there’s no telling what 
it would have looked like. Between 
the two of ’em running in and out 
all through the show, dropping 
blackouts, gags and foolerie as they 
went along, the pace was set all the 
time and kept the middle from fall- 
the through a deep hole. 

Lillian Shade, next in the billing 
line to Rubin and Haley, failed to 
create the impression she is sup- 
posed to have made around New 
York. Her choice of old numbers, 
clothed with new arrangements, 
may be argued. It didn’t seem that 
way here and neither did Miss 
Shade’s vocal prowess boom into the 
aisles. Her delivery appeared about 
average, but the arrangements cov- 
ered up a lot of things. 


Those New York bookers do} 
things in a big way. Last week a| 
new policy was announced, a big | 
seven-act vaudeville show, come 


with some generally indifferent 
comedy which got over well because 
of the oddity of the costumes. 
Working without a third member, 
but apparently missing nothing. 
Dick and Edith Barstow in the 
closing position, work with a falset- 
to tenor to give them breathers, and 
get right down to business when 
they are on. First number, in which 
taps replace some of the lines of 
the song, is clever and gets them off 
start. Second number, a 
plantation dance, rather too sketchy, 
but they collect in full with a toe 
tap at the finish, in which the man 





to a good 


does hock steps up and down a 
stairway already used for the tap 
stuff. Hardly ideal for a closing 


number with only two on the stage, 
but over here. 

Film fare is ‘Behind the Mask’ 
(Col.), a Billy House two-reeler, and 
the Hearst Metrotone, 


MILLION DOLLAR, L.A. | 


Los Angeles, June 2. 

At two bits top there’s lots for the | 
money in the current show of two 
features—‘High Speed’ (Col) and 
‘Passport to Paradise’ (Sono-Art)— 
and five acts of vaude. Stage end is 
above the average for this house | 
and is a bargain at $600 delivered 
at the theatre. Acts have all played 
about everything in town, and while | 
some of the material is new the! 
faces are familiar. 
Shaw, Bly and Ward, two dancing | 
boys and a girl, open. Boys tap out 
three routines, not sufficiently dif- | 
ferent to give the act novelty. Miss 
Bly works between their numbers: 
with one control routine and one} 
acrobatic. Latter is her best. <A 
little originality in staging this act 


would take it out of the strictly 
smallie class. 
Jim Sills, banjo player, deuced. 


He’s a good musician, but his place 
is ina band. Lee Wilmot and Jack 
Russell (New Acts) have good per- 
sonalities, are fair dancers, but lack 
material for the better houses. 

The Rangers in next to closing 
were show-stoppers with their 
choral act. Octette has played 
everything around here and is 
worth a unit. 

Jack Valaskin and Nora, Russian 
dancers, closed. Sufficiently classy 
to be in better company. Valaskin 
finishes doing hocks with the girl 
balanced on his shoulders for a 
good getaway. 

First performance Thursday eve- 
ning had the lower floor filled, 





Rubin-Haley combo wound up the 
curtain, with both comics getting in 
their share of laughs. Those that 
anticipated screen talk from Rubin 
were disappointed. Nary a word 
about it. Neither was any of his 
old standbys in except the dance, 
with which he is identified. Haley’s 
cross-gagging kept the act moving 
fast all the way. 

On the front end, the Dave Jones- 
Peggy Lee dance flash was attrac- 
tively spotted and came through to 
appreciable results. In the act is a 
hot-footed hoofer-acrobat and a 
couple of neat-looking femmes. 

Although the local censor board 
is supposed to be out, they’re still 
pinking pictures in this town. Here 
it was ‘Night World’ (U). Business 
wasn’t exactly rushing Saturday 
mid-day, but the first show saw a 
pretty good main floor. Nobody 
dared risk a look in the balcony. 

Span. 


LOEW’S ORPHEUM 


Three-hour show, of which an 
hour and 41 minutes are given to a 
five-act show and an overture, lat- 
ter being jazzed up by the an- 
nouncement of tickets to those 
turning in the most nearly correct 
list of selections played. Occupants 
of the front rows are fooled by cov- 
ering titles with paper tape. From 
the number of pencils and pads out, 
this seems to be a popular feature. 

Billie DeLorme and Co. open with 
a gymnastic act in which Miss De 
Lorme chiefly does suspensions with 
her three men assistants hanging 
from traps held while she works in 
a cradle. A one-arm support of all 
three is the highlight of this sec- 
tion with the finale a huge nickel- 
plated anchor which has supported 
the traps being revolved by two men 
working on the flukes while the star 
clings to the other end. A variant 
of the old revolving ladder or perch 
which is hurt by the fact that it is 


showing that L. A. is bargain daffy. 


| spectacular and flashy features 
present in many other of these 
turns. One of the most difficult ! 


$2,700 Shows Quietly Amusing 





Minneapolis, June 2. 


New RKO coast shows, which 
assemble here and start their 12 
weeks’ route, apparently are de- 
signed toe bring back vaudeville in 


its earlier form, judging by the 
current Orpheum bill. Understood 
bills. wilh average $2,700 weekly 
with some 25°% cuts along the way: 


Variety is of the sort. which 
marked vaudeville in the days be- | 
fore the revue afterpieces and sim- 
ilar notions took a strangle hold on | 


this form of entertainment. There 
are acrobitics, rough and noisy 
| comedy, dancing, singing and jug- 
gling of a very familiar pattern. | 
Names and _ pretentiousness are 
lacking. However, the general 
calibre of the offerings is mod- |} 
erately high. While - the show's} 
ultimate effect may -not be to en- | 


gender excessive enthusiasm or big 
receipts, the average patron at 
least probably will leave the thea- 
tre well satisfied with the enter- 
tainment. 

Good looks and youth of the 
woman member of the team of Lya 
and Wolf distinguish their trapeze 
act which lacks some of the more 


stunts finds the girl hanging upside | 
down on the trapeze by one leg 
from a hook held in her partner’s 
teeth. The girl’s kicking exhibition 
while swinging in unusual. A satis- 
factory opening act. 
In the deuce spot, 





Bobby May | 


| amusing 


| before he commits it, 


| gets away nicely, as usual, with his 


clever and skillful juggling and his 
running fire of comedy patter. An 
unbilled assistant helps with the 
comedy and also does a good dance 
number. May's upside down jug- 
gling still the offering’s high light. 
Performer’s youth and pleasing 
personality are assets. 

Don Santo and the blonde Exie, 
who follow, are the principal laugh 
dispensers. It is the usual Santo 
noisy and rough Knock-about com- 


edy which still evokes an enthusi- 
astic response from the audience. 
Santo scores particularly with an 


burlesque on a Chicago 
newspaperman reporting a murder 
some eccen- 
tric dancing and a Chevalier imi- 
tation. Exie yodels as of yore. 
Headliners are another familiar 
and populag couple, Evans and 
Mayer, next to closing. They have 
not varied the pattern of their act, 
but Evans has some new gags and 
the ultra Miss Evans has new songs. 
Dave Jones and Peggy's dancing 
revue, closing the show, furnish the 
touch of flash. Two pretty and 
shapely girls and a male dancer 
assist the principals. The clog toe 
dancing of Peggy and the ballroom 
tap number from the ‘Little Show’ 
by her and the urbane and immacu- 
late Mr. Jones are the piece-de- 
resistances of a first-rate act. 
‘Man Wanted’ and Pathe News 
on the screen. Business light when 
this show was caught. Rees. 





a boiler factory than a vaude show, 
Denver permitted itself to be rolled 
in the aisles. Just a bunch of nuts 
having a good time. Denver always 
understands that. Rose. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 4. 

Heavy bally-ho of fact that big 
time vaude is to be viewed in this 
house seems to be stimulating busi- 
ness in the second week. Of course, 
audience is not in its entirety the 
one that supported the two-a-day, 
it probably is that group that are 
tired of the formula picture house 








This house is four blocks from the 
center of the downtown district. 
Call 


ORPHEUM, SEATTLE 


Seattle, June 1. 

Split week policy gets going at lo- 
cal Orpheum (RKO), temporarily 
booked from Los Angeles. First bill 
headed by Daphne Pollard. Biz not 
so warm, although prices dipped to 
‘1,000 seats at 35 cents anytime’ and 
top of four bits. Folks going mostly 
for the downstairs seats at higher 
price rather than the balcony at 35. 


‘Roadhouse Murder’ (Radio) the 
feature. 
Miss Pollard, next to closing, 


spiels she likes to be back in vaude 
after five years in pixes. Her odd 
fun-making, warbles, and steps did 
nicely. 

The Frankenbergs, talented kids, 
closed, but hardly strong enough for 
that spot. Three other acts, all 
standard, include Frank Evers and 
Greta, she with plenty of looks, and 
he a nifty wire-balancer. 

Cal Norris and ‘girls’ are several 
monkeys who get laughs. ‘Three 
Jacks and a Queen’ work girl-toss- 
ing idea to strong results. 

Henry Francis Parks has medley 
of ‘River Songs’ for organ returns. 
Tiny Burnett with his band over- 
tures ‘Trees,’ making it snappy. 

Changes are Mondays and Fridays. 

Trepp. 


ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, June 1. 


type of presentation and tab. 


Present week trade cannot in any 
way be attributed to the screen fea- 
ture ‘Radio Patrol’ (U) but to the 
campaigning that has been done 
on the standard of vaude to be sold. 


Show this week is the Nan Hal- 
perin unit, with James Kirkwood, 
locally booked, added. The Kirk- 
wood booking was hurriedly made 
and seems unfortunate for Kirk- 
wood as well as the classy unit he 
is tied in with. His turn, billed as 
‘American Impressions,’ by Walter 
Weems, is out and out flag waving, 
totally misplaced. Screen announce- 
ment states that we should all be 
true Americans, especially the new 
citizens and that Kirkwood will in 
character present the talks of 
Washington, Lincoln and Wilson on 
Americanism. The Lincoln talk be- 
ing the Gettysburg speech. 

Idea would be great one for natu- 
ralization classes and in the evening 
high schools where the future citi- 
zenry are taught the English lan- 
guage and the constitution. But in 
the theatre, all wrong. Kirkwood is 
a sterling character actor, and from 
both past stage and screen work he 
could have picked up enough mate- 
rial to provide fag a vaude offering. 
And just what Weems did for the 
act cannot be conjectured, outside 
of assembling the excerpts of the 
speeches. On in the second spot, it 
was just too bad for Kirkwood. 


Show outside of this turn was 
superb, and greatly relished by the 
audience. 

Nan Halperin in next-to-shut 
spot with her new routine, ‘Women,’ 
stopped the show with ease. See- 





Orpheum seems incomplete with- 
out an overture, but picture and 
vaude too long to permit. 

Chappelle and Carlton opened. 
Holding the girl upright by her 
feet, he rolls over and over and 
finally up a flight of stairs. Denver 








almost immediately preceded by a 
somewhat similar single swing by 
one of the men. 

Donovan Girls 


and Bishop con- 
su.ne about ten minutes, mostly 
with close harmony, broken with 
one comic song about Mahatma 
Gandhi, ~which creates no excite- | 
|ment. March style of songs, as ‘I 
| Love a Parade,’ instead of the usual 
croons, hurts in that it robs the} 
work of some of the smoothness. All 
'three have excellent voices. and the 
turn makes a good appearance. At 
the first night show caught the au- 
|dience was not quite decided about 
a third encore. Two bows were un- 
| mistakable. 

George Fawcett (New Acts) got a 
reception on his entrance which 
showed that his picture work was 
| favorably remembered. Rather less 
|demonstration at the close. 

Lester Allen and Peggy Hoover 
loffer the only laugh act in the fourth 





| dancers, have the best Rumba ever 


was impressed. 

Krugel and Rogles followed. Den- 
ver considered theirs a stale line 
of chatter and jokes—but admitted 
they could sing nicely. One of them 
played drunk but came out of it) 
for the songs—a pleasant relief. | 
They returned for an encore al- 
though there was no demand. Den- 
ver never understands that. 

Don Ruiz and Bonita, assisted by 
a pianist and a couple of femme 


seen here. They could wiggle in 
perfect unison. Okay, Cuba! 

Don as a bullfighter, and the girls | 
as his assistants meet Bonita as the 
bull and the fight is on. Clever 
number appreciated by the crowd. 
Pianist is also a good vocalist and 
entertains with a song. 

Frank Libuse, the headliner 
closes with an act that brings down 
the chandelier, and despite the fact 
that parts of it sounded more like | 


| present 


| this portion of the entertainment. 


ing this transformation in Miss 
Halperin from the historic charac- 
terizations to the present-day type 
of hoke and dramatics is one of the 
indications that there are enough 
versatile troupers in yvaude who can | 
acclimate themselves to conditions, 
providing the bookers can keep the 
pace of the theatregoers 
and cater to their wants. 

Opening show were Glory Lee and 
the Harris Twins, with flash danc- 
ing and vocal novelty that is pleas- 
ing to the optics. On third was Vic 
Oliver, with a girl finding it a cinch 
to get over his wisecracks and mu- 
sical endeavor. } 

Closing were Cass, Mack and 
Owen, two men and woman, with a 
sure-fire knockout acrobatic turn 
that left the mob well satisfied with 


Units of this calibre are going to! 
help, providing mistakes are not| 
made in hurried locai name book- | 


|ings, and that the pictures presented 


have some semblance of box-office 


| Value in their casts, | 


Opening was Pathe news and 
overture by the house orchestra, 
which sounded a bit too brassy. 

Ung. 


ORPHEUM, S. F. 


San Francisco, May 28. 

Switching vaude from Golden 
Gate to the Orph, RKO figures it 
has a good chance of keeping the 
upper Market street house in the 
black, an accomplishment that has 
been only occasional in past few 
years. With a break on picture 
product house ought to keep ’em 
coming nearly as well as they 
started this week. Biz now three 
times over average. 


Vaude unit augmented by two 
coast-booked turns—Freehand Bros, 
and Three Rolling Stones, support- 
ing the acts of Lita Grey Chaplin, 
Devito “and Denny, Harris and 
Brookins, and Rosette and Luttman, 
Freehands opened the frolic with 
perch work. Rolling Stones gath- 
ered neither moss nor applause 
with their forced comedy antics, but 
did much better when on the hoof, 
and should stick to that. 


Third spot went to Rosette and 
Luttman, who scored particularly 
with German and Harlem dances, 
latter getting an exceptional buildup 
with the Wylie Sisters shouting in 
Callowayish style and R. and L. doe 
ing some swell work. 


Harris and Brookins followed, 
colored boys getting over handily 
with chatter and songs, and Paul 
Harris clinching the turn with fast 
stepping. 

Lita Grey Chaplin, greatly ime« 
proved over her last appearance 
here several years ago, was pleas- 
ing in next to shut with a cycle of 
songs nicely done. But a saccharine 
curtain speech needs abandoning. 
Chaser on her act was ‘This Is the 
Missus,’ and, whether accidental or 
intentional, certainly filled the bill. 


DeVito and Denny, aided by Dot 
Stevens, closed with a roughhouse 
nut comedy turn that nearly wrecked 
the stage and pit but drew the 
laughs. So, what price wreckage? 


Don George preceded the vaude, 
accompanying the customers at the 
organ in a community songfest that 
was well received. Claude Sweeten 
was in the trench with 11 men do- 
ing as an overture a medley of pop 
tunes that featured Sweeten and his 
fiddle, George at the organ, in ‘Auf 
Wiedersehn.’ 

Picture was ‘Radio Patrol’ (U), 
Business excellent. Bock. 





Pres. Campaigns 


(Continued from page 1) 


in charge of remote control, Henry 
Grossman, head of the engineering 
department and Paul White, of the 





| charge of NPC's convention 


publicity department. 
NBC Reporters 

NBC staff will include William 
Hard, political commentator, George 
McElrath, head of the engineering 
department and Graham McNamee, 
John Elwood, NBC v-p, will be in 
broad- 
cast activities. 

NBC will install a parabolic 
mike, able to pick up sounds from 
any spot in the convention halls, 
which will also be available to CBS. 

tepublican convention opens the 
fireworks on the air on June 14 


| The Democrats go on the ether bee 
| ginning 


June 28. 
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VARIETY 





Tuesday, June 7, 1932 











THIS WEEK (June 4) 


show. whether full or split week 


Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (June 11) 


Numerals In connection with bilis betow ,tnd.cate opening aay of 
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RKO 





_ Ferry Corwey 


NEW YORK CITY 

Palace (11) 
Sneoger Jr 
Ben Bernie Orch 
Diamend Boys 
(Others to fill) 

(4) 

Renoff Reneva & B 
Jee Wong 
Bob Ripa 
Violet Carison 
Jim Mc Wiiliams 





Harland Dixen 


Alice Joy Co 
Carl Freed Co 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
Paramount 
Ist half (11-13) 
Stevens Bros Co 
Pearce &* Velie 
(One to fill) 
CHICAGO 
Palace (T1) 
Russian Revels 
King Bros & Cully 
Smith & Puek 








| CHARLES V. YATES AGENCY 
MATTY ROSEN, MGR. 


(ooking with Loew 


Publix, Radio, Talkies. 
1699 Broadway, New York 


| Suite 701, 
Phene COInmbus 
Associates: Fhit Coscia 





F. & M., Warner, 


5-0033 
Bert Lawrence 











Sophie Tucker 
Buster West 
Leon Belasco Orch 
Vivian Janis 
Coliseum 

lst half (11-14) 
Dawn Sis & Shafer 
Lee & Waring 
Jordan & Woods 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (8-10) 
Jim Wong Tr 
Swanee & Daly 
Hal Le Roy Co 
‘Fatty’ Arbuckle 
Gallo & Tisen Co 


am 
Ist half (11-14) 
Vielet Carlson 
(Four to fill) 
2d half (8-10) 


Lorraine & Digby 
Lander Bres 
Marcellus Dancers 
Jordan & Woods 


Atler & Bradford 
Ryan & Noeobiette 
Ingenues 
(Two to fill) 

(4) 
James Evans Co 
Hutchins & Smith 
Bert Lytell Ce 





(4) 
Nord & Jeanie 
Lilliam Shade 
Jack Haley 
Benny Rubin 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (4) 
Honey Fam , 
Hunter & Percival 
Duke Ellington Bd 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (11) 
Honey Fam 


Hill & Hoffman 
Al K Hall 
Duke 


Ellington Or 
(4) 


Joe Mandis Tr 
King Bros & Cully 
Roye & Maye Rev 
Jack McLallen 
Kate Smith 

105th St. (11 
Johnny Dove Co 
D & H Blossom 
A & F Usher 
Sid Page Co 
Thomas 5 

(4) 

Model Bakers 
Jack Pettet & B 
Sully & Houghton 
Leon Janney 
Ralph Olsen Co 





‘OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL. 


1560 Broadwa 
This Wk.: Derothy Ferguson; 


"sso Williams 











Britt Wood 
Lew Pollock Co 


M 
Ist half (11-14) 
Lorraine & Digby 
Owen McGivney 
Milten Berle 


ager 
Madeline _— 
(One to fill) 
2d half (15-17) 
Benny Ross 
Lee & Waring 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (8-10) 
Larimer & Hudson 
White & Agnew 
Bobby Jarvis Co 
Harry Savoy Co 
Ralph Ceoper Bd 
ALBANY 


Pp 

Ist half (11-14) 
Maker & Redford 
Anna Mae Wong 
Eddie Conrad Ce 
WGY Rev 

2a@ half (15-17) 
Fatty Arbuckle 
Ferry Corwey 
(Two to fil!) 

2d half (8-10) 
Lee 2 & Harriman 


DAVENPORT 


Orpheum 
ist half (11-13) 
Rio Smith & A 
Harry J Cenley Co 
Geraldine & Joe 
DES —o 


Paramou 
2a half (15-17) 
Broadus Erle 
Lou Cameron Co 
(One to fill) 
DETROIT 


Holly weod 
Ist half (12-15) 
Vogues of 1932 
Joe Kelse Co 
2d half (16-18) 
Roy Romero Rev 
(One fill) 
DENVER 
Keith's (il) 
Ebony Follies 
Healy & Cross 
Ww &G Ahern 
A & M Havel 


(4) 
6 Avalons 
Hal Neiman 


Donatella Bros Co 
Barry & Whitlege 
KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (11) 











Williams & Byan Thurston 
Jack Mulhall «4 
EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 


GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCK 


BROADWAY AT 50TH STREET 





| Will ~ & 


| Winnie & 


MEMPHIS 
Loew’s State 
2d half (16-18) 
Lois Torres Co 
Gus Mulcay 
Sully & Houghton 
(One to fill) 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith’s (11) 
Clemons Belling Co 
Al Abbott 
Joe Herbert Co 
Harrison & Elmo 
B & R Goman Rev 
(4) 
3 Cossacks 
Cole Bros 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Sid Marion 
Princess Wahietka 
NASHVILLE 
Princess (10) 
Spanish Fantasy 
Jack Brance!l Co 
Lake Harris & H 
Davis 
NEWARK 
Keith’s (11) 
Dolly 
Sybilla Bowan 
Henry Burbig Co 
Buster West 
(4) 
Yoki Japs 
Donovan Sis & B 
Hal Sherman 
Milton Berle 
White & Manning 
Madeline Kileen 
Keith’s (11) 
Chapp’He & C’rlet'n 
Krugei & Robles 
Frank Libuse 
Ruiz & Bonita 


(4) 
Fortunello & Cirill 
Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Anatole’s Co 
OAKLAND 
Keith’s (11) 
Olsen & Johnson 

(4) 


Rosette & Luttman 
Bud Harris & B 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
Devito & Denny 
OMAHA 
Keith’s (11) 
6 Avalens 
Hal Neiman 
Donatella Bros Co 
Barry & Whitlege 
(4) 
Thurston 
PATERSON 


Regent 

Ist half (11-14) 
3 Melfords 
Weber & Rae 
Parks Sis elarv’y 
Roscoe Arbuckle 
Glad Rags 
2d half (15-17) 
4 Doughboys 
Hen Youngman Co 
Eddie Conrad 
Lee 2 & 
(One to fill) 

2d half (8-10) 
Belmont Boys 
International 3 
Saul Brilliant 


hy 
PORTLAND 
Keith’s (11) 
3 French Misses 
June Carr 
Nick Lucas 
Willie “— & McG 
Y 


Reems Rio & EK 
Gracie Barry 
Larry Rich 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (11) 
Klating’s Animals 
Forum Boys 
Ails & Osgood 
Walter Walters 
Milt Douglas 
Lew Polleck Co 


(4) 
Lester & Irving 3 
Loma Worth 
& Noblette 


Pilliard & Hillter 
Doe Baker Co 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (11) 
H'w'rd Sad'lle & B 
Norde & Jeanie 
Georges Carpentier 
Peter Higgins 
Dave we yy Co 
4) 
Evons Bryce & G 
Leary & Craven 
Thomas 5 
Sid Page Co 
Alex Morrison 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Orpheum (11) 


4 


Olsen & Johnson 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s 
ist half (11-14) 

Balaccordian 4 
Dr Reldéa 
Williams & Byan 
Cherry Brss'’m & J 
Leavitt & Lockw’d 
2d half (8-16) 
4 Pantines 
Bernice & Foran 
Lillian Roth 
Clyde Hager 
2 & Harriman 
SEATTLE 
Keith’s (11) 
Dew' lf M’telf & F 
Madeline Patrice 
Raymond Wilbert 
Fred Sanborne 
Goiden Blondes 
(4) 
3 French Misses 
June Carr 
Nick Lueas 


SIOUX CITY 
Orpheum 
Ist half (11- 
Broadus Erie 
Lou Cameron Co 
(One to fill) 
SOUTH BEND 
Keith’s (11) 
Singer’s Midgets 
(4) 
H’ward S'delia & B 
Murray & Alan 
Jack Muthali 
Wills & Davis 
SPRING FIELD 
Orpheum 
ist half (11-13) 
Bob Stickney 
Burroughs & Berke 
Sully & Houghton 
Roy & Romero Rev 
ST. PAUL 
Keith’s (11) 
3 Cossacks 
Coie Bros 
Harris 2 & L 
Sid Marion 
Princess Wahletka 


(4) 
Lya & Wolf 
Den Santo & Exie 
Evans & Mayer 
Bobby May 
Dave Jones & P 
TORONTO 
Hippodrome (11) 
Dennis White Co 
Ray Huling 
Carl Shaw Co 
Alice Joy Co 
Carl Freed Co 
(4) 
DeLong Sis 
Kirby & Duval 
Jack Whiting Co 
Dave Harris Co 
Roxy’s Ens 
TRENTON 
Cc ot 


apit 
ist half (11-14) 
Fiochi Sis 
4 Doughboys 
Jack Mulhall Co 
Irene Ricardo 
Jack Starnes Co 
2d half (15-17) 
Edith Karen Ce 
Clyde Hager 
Parks Sis & H 
Jordan & Woeds 
2d half (8-10) 
Winnie & Dolly 
3 Graces 
Danny Duncan Co 
Olive Borden 
Gilad Rags 
TROY 


Keith’s 
ist half (11-14) 
4 Fantinos 
Clyde Hager 
Lee 2 & H 
Hilton & Garon 
Ferry Corwey 
lst half (4-7) 
Mangean Intern'ls 
LePaul 
Monette Moore 
Williams & Byan 
Diamond Boys 
YONKERS 
Proctor's 
lst half (11-14) 
Edith Karen Co 
Jayne & Irving 
Fred Leightner 
(One to fill) 
2d half (15-17) 
Dainty Ann Howe 
P Williams & Byan 
Watson & Cohen 
Wells & 4 Fays 
(One to fill) 
2d half (8-10) 
Rhythmites 
Joe Young Co 
Ann Pritchard Co 
Irene Ricardo 


13) 





Bill Robinson Rev 
(4) 


Wally Sharples 











Frances White 
Leavitt & Lockw'd 
ATLANTA 
Keith’s (11) 
Fortunelio & Cirill 

Hope Vernon 
Marty May 
Anatole’s Show B't 


4 Casting Stars 


Lee Lee Lee & Lee 


Chas Melson 
Colby & Murry Rev 


Keith's (11) 
Lou Lockett Co 
Eddie White 
Bob Ripa 
Block & Sully 
Bert Lytell Co 
Al Trahan Co 
Lester Irving 3 


(4) 
Naro Lockford Co 
Forum Boys 
Lulu McConnell 
Eddie Conrad Co 
Cherry Blossom & J 


Phil Baker 
Kluting’s Animals 
BUFFALO 


Hippodrome (11) 
Mangean Intern'is 
Jack Pettit & B 
Lamb & Bellit 
Leon Janney 
McLallen & Sarah 
(4) 
Dennis White Co 
Ray Huling 
Cari Shaw Co 


3 Orantos 
Masters & Grayce 
Don Zelaya 
Living Jewels 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyrie (11) 
Job Witt 
Frances Dale Co 
H & D Downing 
Whiteside A & B 
Jim & Walt 
Vancello & Mary 
LITTLE ROCK 
Pulaski (11) 
Fred Keating 
Howard Fine & H 
Dance Olympics 


(4) 
Chapp’le & C’rlet'n 
Krugel & Robles 
Frank Libuse 
Ruiz & Bonita 

LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (11) 
Rosette & Luttman 

Bud Harris & B 


Lita Grey Chaplin 
Devito & Denny 
(4) 


Gloria Lee & H 2 
Victor Oliver 
Nan Halperin 
Cass Mack & Owen 
LOUISVILLE 
Rialto (11) 
Mangean Girls 
Pickard & Seal 
Kary] Norman 





Chas Ahearn Co 


Loew ) 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capite} (11) 
Dorothea & Co 
Joyce & Kings 
Carol Atherton 
Charles Chesney 
Harry Losee 
Gloria Gilbert 
Boulevard 
Ist haif (11-14) 
Howe Leonard & H' 
Vaughn, DeLeon Co 
Bronson & Renee 
5 Olympics 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (15-17) 
King & Burnett 
C Fredericks Co 
Eddie Garr 
Wing Wah Tr 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum 
Ist (11-14) 
June Purlans Co 
C Fredricks Co 
Cddie Garr 
N'lle Fleeson Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (15-17) 
Redford & Wallace 
Ted & Al Waldman 
Ray Shannon Co 
George Sidney 
Pilcer & Douglas 
Paradise (10) 
Dave Apollon Co 





Primrose Semon Co! 


‘ 


(Four to fill) 
State (11) 
Monroe & Grant 


Alien & Hoover 
Cab Calloway Orch 
(Two to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Gates 
Ist half (11-14) 
D Lee & F’nklin Co 
Chas McNally Co 
Johnny RBerkes 
Street Singer 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (15-17) 
June Purlans Co 
Zingoni 
Jack Usher Co 
3 Rio Bros 


George Sidney 

Pilcer & D’'uglas Co 

(Two to fill) 

2nd half (15-17) 

Joe Phillips Co 

5 Olympics 

Brems, Fitz, M’ 

(Two to fill) 
Valencia (10) 

Stone & Vernon 

Cardini 

McCann Sis 


Br 





Russell & A’strong 
Russell Hicks 


Willie West & McG | 


(One to fill) 
ASTORIA 
ist half (11-14) 


Bedford & Wallace 
T & A Waldman 
Ben Allen Co 
Joe Phillips Co 
Evans, Brice & G’ 
2nd half (15-17) 
Brown & Hart 
Street Singer 
Davis & Costa Co 
(Twe to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Century (11) 
Celhtins & Peterson 
Stan Kavanagh 
JI & A Queen 
(Two to fill) 
BOSTON 
Keith's (11) 
Candreva Bros 
Loyal’s Dogs 
Terre'l & Fawcett 
(Two to fitt) 


Orpheum (11) 
4 Hermans 
Al Shayne Co 


Pepito Co 
Seed & Austin 
Bernice & Emily 
CHICAGO 
Oriental (16) 
Dolores, Eddy & D’ 
Serge Flash 
Phelps 2 
Wilson, Keppel &B’ 
CLEVELAND 
State (11) 
Chaney & Fox 


MONTREAL 
Loew's (11) 


Billy Rotts & D’y 
6 Saxonettes 
Dick Henderson 
C Chariton Co 

W Dare Wahl Co 


NEWARK 
State (11) 


F Reckless Co 
Meryl & Lane 
Wally Sharples Co 
Stoeopnagle & Bubb 
Tracy & Hay Co 
PALISADES PARK 
Loew's (il) 
Jack Gerard 
Helen Bach 3 
Allen & Lee 


PFTTSBt RE 
Penn (10) 
Harry Rose 
Buster Shaver 
George & Olive 
Norman Frescott 
(One to fill) 
SYRACUSE 
State (11) 
Buck & Bubbies 
Ivan Triesault 
Mary Miles 
Olive Sibley 
Maria Rio 
WASHINGTON 
Palace (11) 
Lee Gails 
Avila & Niles 





Radcliffe & Rogers 





RYAN and 


Denver “Post,” 


song is a comedy gem.’ 


NOBLETTE 


“Miss Noblette’s sob 


'—Gene. 





Al Norman 
Joe Griffin 
Stella Power 
F D'Amore Co 
DETROIT 
Michizan (11) 
Stim Timblin 
T & B Wonder 
Geo Domonde Co 
W E Ritchie 
JERSEY CITy 
Loew's (11) 
Benny Davis Co 








Silvia Nelson 


YONKERS 
Leew'’ 
Ist half (11-14) 
Geo Lyons 
Brans, Fitz & M’ 
Leo Henning Co 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (15-17) 
Chas MeNally Co 
N"Ue Fleeson Co 


(Three to fill) 





WARNER 





ELIZABETH 
Ritz 
Ist half. (4-7) 
Blomberg’s Co 
Wilie Solar 
Chester Fredericks 
Millard & Marlin 
2a half (8-10) 
Charel De Thomee 
Jack Usher Co 
Chas Kemper 
NEW LONDON 
Garde (2) 
Rosemarie & Fraz’r 
Chester Fredericks 
Wan Wan Seon Tr 





F & M Britton 
Mitzi Green 
Jack Powell 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (10) 
Joe Penner 
Wells Mordecai & T 
Sylvia Froos 
3) 
Earle Hines 
(Two te fill) 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (11) 
Falis Reading & B 
Medena’s Rev 
Mills Kirk & M 








FAVORS 


Pro 
Hurrah 





Sunshine Sam’y oO 

Metropolitan tay 

toxy Co 

Jim McWilliams 

N T G Rev 

(Two to fill) 
Pitkin 

Ist half (11-14) 

King & Burnett 


JACK POWELL 


Claiming That Prohibition Deesn’t 
hibit 


for Light Wines, 
And LEDDY & SMITH 


REPEAL 


Beer 











Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Parameunt (3) 
‘Rh'ps'’dy in Biack’ 

Ethel Waters 
Berry Bros 
Pike Davis Orch 
Mack Co 
Florence Hill 
Valiada 
Geneva Washingt'n 
Dusty Fletcher 
Biue McAllister 
Pearl Wright 
‘Strangers of the E" 
Roxy (3) 
Patricia Bowman 
Kusnetsofi & N 
Bert Whaley 
Val Gueral 
Edwin Dale 
Gomez & Winona 
George Kiddon 
Valerie Streshnev 
Aaron Tamoroff 
‘Monte Carlo M’ 





BROOKLYN 
Paramecrnat (3) 


George Raft 

Mary Brian 

Ken Murray 

Runaway 4 

M Charleston 

Miriam Lax 
BUFFALO 
Buffale (3) 

*Reflections’ i 

A Robins 

Marietta 

Ward & Pinkie 

Deon Netce 

‘As You Desire Me’ 


DETROIT 

Fisher (3) 
Mills Bros 
Johnny Perkins 
Ruth Petty 
Stanley Bros 
Evans Co 
*‘Molty Louvain’ 





JERSEY CITy 
Stanley (11) 
‘Swiss Mevements 

Lucky Beys 
Billy Dooley 
Frances Lee 
Bert Prival 
J Pope Jones 
Sunkist _Ens 

LOS ANGELES 
Leew’s State (10) 


Sylvia Clark 
Lassiter Bros 
Sunkist Ens 


MADISON 
Orpheum (11) 
Clean Up’ 
Mills & Shea 
FRhythmettes 
Alexander Callam 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Verna, Sylvia & R’ 
Sunkist Bns 
MEMPHIS 
State (11) 
‘Tiatypes’ 1 
Pressiar & 
Christy & 
Aaron Sis 
Harry Moore 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remington 
Sunkist Ens 
MILWAUCKEE 
Wiseonsin (11) 
‘Exotique’ I 
P & N Ghezzi 
Lynn Cowan Co 
tamon & Virginia 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW HAVEN 
Parameunt (11) 
‘Cherry Blossoms’ 
Frank Gaby 
Ene Tr 
Dorothea 
Jue Fong 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (11) 
‘Parasols’ I 
Sheldon & Sherry 
Capt Mauss 
Boyce Combe 
Mignen 
Chas Barnes 
Sunkist Ens 
OAKLAND 
Paramount (10) 
‘Mickey & Minnie’ I 
Monty & Karmo 
Monroe Bros 
Joe Christy 
Toots Novelle 
Sunkist Ens 


Klaiss 
Nataro 





PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (11) 
‘Arthur Lake’ I 
Arthur Petley Co 
Nash & Fately 
Libonati 3 
Bebby Lee 
Gautier Co 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (11) 
Eddie Peabody 
Tom & Hark 
Martha Vaugha 
Jack & Jerry 
Jessie Draper 
Joy Boys 
Mary & Marge 
SAN DIEGO 
California (11) 
‘Gay Vienna’ I 
De Karekjarte 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathbura 
Fields & Smoot 
Torney Ene 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fex (10) 
‘Cozy Cerner’ I 
Ruth Roland 
A & S La Mont 
2 Jays 
Rector & Dereen 
SEATTLE 
Sth Ave. (11) 
Deazo Retter 
Rudy Kaye 
Peich & Deauville 
Janice Walker 
Sunkist Ens 
ST. LOUES 
Fox (11) 
‘Gobs of Joy in B'a’ 
A ‘Pat’ West 
Lee. Port &€ D’ 
Pablo 
Elmer Herting 
Rese Marie Carter 
Myrna Modie 
Sunkist Ens 
TORONTO 
Imperial (13) 
‘Veils’ I 
Zelda Santley 
Paco Moreno 
Conrad's Ce 
Edna Errice 
Madelin Schmid 
Sunkist Ens 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (11) 
‘Malibu Beach’ I 
Raquel Torres 
Bernie & Walker 
Renee Torres 
Giibert Bros 
‘Malibu’ Ens 


Co 











PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (11) 
Ada Brown 


Clifford & Marien 
Bob Hope Co 


(4) 

Falls Reading & B 
Roger Wiliams 
M&A Skelly 
Benny Ross 
Rome & Gaut 
Modena’s Rev 

Mastbaum (10) 
Lillian Roth 
Ken Murray 
Mary Brian 





Frank rg dson 


A&G balte 
Ada Brown 
Horace Heidt Orch 
WATERBURY 
Strand (4) 
4 Ferdie’s Cates 
Lauren & Ladare 
Jack Usher Co 
Raynor Lehr 
Rosemarie & Fraz’r 
Parker a 
Alexander 
WHEELING 
Capitel (4) 
Wally Vernon 











‘On the Riviera’ 
C Montenegro 
Donahue Co 
Lottie Mayer 
Edwin George 
Sunkist Ens 
ATLANTA 
Fox (11) 
‘Slavique’ 
Sam , Hearn 


(3) Gene Sheldon & F 
BROOKLYN Uptown (11) 
Fox (11) ‘Chicago Fair-est’ 


Bayes & Speck 
Nadine 
Russian Canines 
Beth Lewis 
Carlyle Bennett 
Lucille & Laverne 
16 Chi’ Fairest 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (11) 
‘Mansattan’ I 











A com 


Ww. J. 


JEROME MANN 


edian without the that turned up in front. 
Week-ending at Walter 
Lake Nepatcong, 


Jacobs’ Alamac Hotel, 











4 Clovers 

Brock & Thompson 
Pallenberg’s Bears 
Patsy Marr 
Laurell & Ted 

La Vonne Sweet 
Sunkist Ens 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (11) 
‘Town & Country’ 
Brox Sis 
Niles 
Novak & Fay 
Mildred Perilee 
Lewis 2 
Sunkist Ens 

BUFFALO 

Buffalo (11) 
Chains’ 1 
Gold & Raye 
Paul Mall 
Frank Stever 
Karels & Kay 
Georgenne & Henry 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO 
Oriental (11) 
‘Tmpressions’ 
Natacha Nattova 
4 Flushers 


Ducalion 
Joe Rose 
Corinne 


Sunkist Ens 

Tivoli (11) 
‘Rhapsody in R’hm 
Barto & Manna 
Billy Gray 
Betty Fraser 
Johnny Bryant 





Crawford & Caskey 
Markert Ens 


Jack Sidney 
Swor & Goede 
Wilfrid Dubois 
Jack Lester 
Lucille 
Sunkist Ens 
DALLAS 
Palace (11) 
‘Stage Door’ I 
Bob Hall 
Webster & Marino 
Constance Evans 
Harney & Connors 
Vina Zolle 
Sunkist Ens 
DES MOINES 
Paramount (11) 
‘Tahiti’ I 
Reri 
DETROIT 
Fox (11) 
‘Star Night’ 
Betty Compson 
Danny Peck 
Consuelo Gonzales 
Paul Jones 
Steve Savage 
Anna Chang 
Judy & Cheron 
Julian Hall 
Roy Bradley 
Dorothy June 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (9) 
‘Desert Song’ 
Perry Askam 
Elvira Tanzi 
Charles Boyle 
John Merky! 
Nenn Ette Vallon 
Jean Woodside 
Bob McCoy 
John Wagner 





LONDON 














| 
| 
} 





Week of June 6 


Canterbury M. H. 
Ist half (6-8) 
Just 4 Urchins 
Geddes Bros 
2a half (9-11) 
A C Astor 
Aubrey & Haye 
Kit Kat Rest. 
Seymour’s Co 
Victoria Palace 
Hutch 
Horsburgh Bros 
Don Rice Bd 
Ivor Vintor 
Paddy Drew 
Wallenda’s Sea L 
Geo Betton 
Kitehen Pirates 
Buchel & Revel 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
‘Pyjamaland’ 
Plaza Tiller Girls 
Rogers & Lascelles 
Jean Joan & Jill 
CLAPTON 
Rin 


k 
Ist half (6-8) 
Ted Ray 
Damselle & Boy 
2d half (9-11) 
Howard Rogers 
Tambo & Tambo 
EAST HAM 
Premier 
Ist half (6-8) 
Tambo & Tambo 
Johnson Clark 
2d half (9-11) 
Damselle & Boy 
Gelden 4 
EDGEWARE RD. 
Grand 
Ist half (6-8) 
Stan Stafford 
E & T Fulton 
2d half (9-11) 
Clare Solly 
Brent Bros 
FINSBURY PARK 
Astor 
‘Sunburst’ 
Piaza Tiller Girls 
6 Yale Boys 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
Seymour's Co 
Rusty & Shine 
12 McLaren _ 
KILB 
Grange 
half (6-8) 


Ist 





Wright & Marion 
Ciare Selly 

2d half (9-11) 
Stan Stafford 
Yeomans & Starr 


MILE END 
E 


Ist half (6-9) 
Penslow Co 
T Sandilands 
2d haif (9-11) 
London 6 
Tomio & Val ~* 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
ist half (6-8) 
Rome & Romane 
Ayr Leslie & Weir 
2d half (9-11) 
Ted Ray 
E & T Fulton 


OLD KENT ROAD 
Astoria 
Max & Eddie 
Robt Algar 
3 Pirates 
PECKHAM 
Tower 
ist half (6-8) 
London 
Tomio & Val 
2d half (9-11) 
Pensiow & Co 
Fisher & Ariani 
Palace 


Ist half (6-8) 
Howard Rogers 
Aubrey & Haye 

2d half (9-11) 
Geddes Bros 
Howe & Young 

STREATHAM 

Astoria 
Geraldo Tango Or 
Leonard & Cooper 

STRATFORD 

Broadway 

ist half (6-8) 
A C Astor 
Fisher & Ariani 

2d half (9-11) 
Ayr Leslie & Weir 
Gintaro Co 

TOTTENHAM 

Palace 

lst half (6-8) 
Sammy Shields 
Golden 4 

2d haif (9-11) 
Wright & Marion 
Rome & Romane 





PROVINCIAL 





Week of June 6 


BIRMINGHAM 


Empire 
Olrac & Yeates Sis 
Bert Weston 
Pell & Little 
3 Jossers 
Niobe 
3 Happy Boys 
Flo Hunter 
Haver & Lee 
Leon & Alys 





BRADFORD 
Alhambra 
Olive Gilbert 
Leo Donn 
Bower & Ruth'rf'd 
De Haven & Page 
Keneally Sis 
Kaiko Stanley & M 
Melburn 
CARDIFF 
Capitol 
Payne 


Jack Bd 


Empire 
2 Especiats 
Lily Moore 
Wolkosky N & & 


DUBLIN 
Capitol 


Geo Mozart 
Co as booked 


GLASGOW 
Empire 
5 Hot Shots 
Clapham & Dwyer 
Reg Bolton 
Kremolina & D 
Florrie Forde 
Barker & Wynne 
Short & Palilziel 
Sam Linfield 
LEEDS 
Empire 
P M Mackey 
Glayds Sewell 
A J Powers 
Cincalee 
Duncan Gray 
Ruby Sis 
Stevens & Him 
Finlay & Re 
LIVERPOOL 
' Empire 
Day & Naylor 
4 Bennos 
S Mayas 
Russ Carr 
Bert Wright 


Bd 





er 
R Hudson Girt 
Joe Boganny . 
Murray & Mooney 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
Kirkwhite & A 


NEWCASTLE 
Empire 
Freddi+ Forbes 
Sam Mayo 
Mamie Souter 
Mitzuko 
Norman Clare 
Al & Billy Gold 
Jim Jessiman 
Mary Hagan 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Jack Hylton 
Jaek Edge 
Taps & Tempo 
Syd@ Moorehouse 
Billy Rey 
SHEFFIELD 
Emptre 
Alfrede’s V'gah'ndg 
Dr Raymond 
Rupert Ingalese 
Laurance Glena 
Iris Carr 
Alvaretti & Jose 
Herskind 
Scetch Kelly 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Empire 
Bennett & Williams 
Tego 
Little Dercen 


Ba 








“OLE 


GO GETTUM” 


WILBUR HALL 
Getzer Gang Groggy 


Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 








. 





——- - 











Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Beaux Arts 
Ruth Goodwin 
Ivom Bovwvier 
Lee Gibson 
Betty Witson 
Grace Mitchefil 
Lowie Barsoni 
Ceuntess Barsoal 


Central P’k Casino 


Vetoz & Yotanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Connie’s Ina 


Den Redmond Or 
Louise Cook 

Cora Green 

Mae Alex 

Baby Cox 

Glennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 
Sruakehips Tucker 
Lois Deppe 
Willie Jackson 
Ben Born Buddies 
Joan Sennett 





Lou Dotgoff 
Nicholas Broa 
Leitha Hill 

Cab Calloway Orch 


H'lisw’a Kestaur’t 


Dorie Eaton 
Harriet Hilliard 
Folies Bergere G'is 
Frank Hazard 
Dolores Ray 

3 Speeds 

Caesar & Mimi 
Al Katz & Kittenr 


Nut Cleb 


4 Eton Boys 
Netsy Fagan 
Vic Dunne 
Joan Sennett 
Walsh Bros 
Billie Lane 
La Belle Rose 


13 Crane Sis 


3 Tayler Sis 











“IN -YER-STETSON” 


Y 


SAVO 
Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 





a 








Arthur Witson 
Jerry Berges 
Lew Dotgofft 
Tracy & Vinette 
Enoch Light Orch 


Oakland’s Terrace 


Calif Ramblers 
Burns & Swanson 
Sylvia & Lee 
Frances Mildren 
Keller Sis 

Ada Winston 
Gertrude Niesen 
Georgie Tapps 
Snooks Ramblers 


Old Vienna 


Florte Hutchison 
Gregory Grestrow 
6 Prater Singers 
Helen Polka Co 


Al Belasco 

Bela Loblov Orch 
Cetioen Club 

Dan Healy 

Aida Ward 

Cora La Redd 


Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 

Pete Peaches & D 
Brewn & McGraw 








Casper & Lake 
Bobbie Tremaine 
Cook Sis 

La Belle Rose 
Enech Light Orch 


Rainbow Ina 
Chris Pender 
Selma King 
RudolIph & Chicite 
Al Goldman 
Honey Maye 
Frankie Freda OF 

Russian Arts 
Joe Morantz O 
Voa Trogzento 
Barra Birs 
Natalya Davis 
Misha Usanoff 
Helen Kazanovs 
Enoch Light Orch 

Show Place 
Sammy Watsh 
Sytvia Miller 
Eddie Joyce 
Val Vesto 
Kitty O’ Dare 
Sydney Hawkins 
Mildres & Maurice 
Jean St Jono 
Betty & Andre 
Rita White 

Village Baro 
Reilly & Comfort 
Pepe & Thompson 





TOILETRIES 





LABORATORY 
6 Bridge St., New Rochelle, N. ¥. 


Try My Eye Shadow (All Shades)—$.75 





— 











Bernice Short 
Eimer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 


Crockett M'tneers 
Ted Faith & Kris 
Smily Day 

Babs Perkins 


Norman Astwood Sh'riff J’sh Medders 
4 Blazes B’shf'l H’k Warreo 
Alma Smith Teddy Black Orch 
Cafe De Alex Frolics 
Maria Alvarez Eddie Clifford 
Enrico Clousie Donna & Darrell 
. Jimmy Ray 
4 e < Sis . ° ° 
De La Vegas . Lillian Barnes 
Dolores & Alfreda Ruby Shaw 
Gorde Birch Orch Yvonne Morrow 


College Ina 


4 Abbotteers 
Manfred Gotthelif 
Joe Sanders Orch 


Detis 


Henry Dunn 
Clifford & Wayne 
Loraine Tumler 
Dorothy Thomas 
Gus Arsheim Orch 


Lincoln Tavern 


Vernon Rickard 
Jesse Kirkpatrick 
Baron & Blair 
Bobbie Cook 

Earl Burtnett Or 





Or 
Paramount Club 


Joe Allen 

I.ottie Kroll 

Jinette Vallon 

Julia Lyons 

Sid Lang Orch 
Terrace Gardea 

Cafton Libby & FK 

Florrie O'Day 

Joe Cassidy 

Tex Morrisey 

F Masters Orch 

Vanity Fair 

Joe Lewis 

Julia Gerity 

Rose & Ray 

Tiffany Sis ; 
Leo Wolf Orca 


George Devron 
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Less Hoofing Than Early A.M. Dice | .2"*"S "5°" °*"“. \Emnire State Tower $1,250,000 Ist Yr.; 

















Re | Mickey Addy Instead | e 
p } 
Games, Guzzling at Dance Marathon |=: °s-% 2c: Would Make It Summer Nite Spot 
a license to wed Philip Lebow. 
- | Broadway juvenile, but wound up 
° marrying Mickey Addy, Feist song- 2 + 4 rn 
Birmingham, June 6. Always Belittlin’ iene prc ag Low on Liquor First of 13 broadcasts from the 
‘ Ys: | *eSezy (not the tap dancer) is one 
The low eee on yaarathon of the several Peggy O’ Neills in . a 86th floor of the Empire State build- 
dancing was spilled to the police Hollywood, June 6. show business. Hollywood, June 6. ing, whereby the owners of the 
at Montgomery, the capital of Irridescent tinsel dust used | ‘ — = Business saying hello to a building hope to establish the tower 
‘Bama. Walter F. Cox of Mobile, on pesters and lobby display new icw, local bootleggers 


; : = as a New York summer resort, was 

as competing for the $500 and known as flitter was intro- agreed to another $5 slice this a. % e . Semen the 
dior dia the spieliin duced as a byproduct by Ger- week for all booze in case lots. given Wednesday (1). a = 
“— wegen + a ead sot saul man manufacturers of Christ- } New prices have Scotch at broadcasts the building’s bosses 
ae he tem gna Ae mas tree baubles who wantedé- $45 to $65; bourbon, $42.50 to hope to boost the gross on the $1 


? roes on in the dance hall be- , , 7.8 9 5 
mon the rotieadl of 10 p. m,. and to realize something out of the | $47.50; rye, $45; cognac, $60; per head charged to get up that 
tweer broken globes. champagne, $65 and $70; rum, high. In the first year of the 
dawn. e e $50: $65; domestic 


It all started when Cox was Stuff now has such a de- ecoruials, structure’s existence, May 1 to May 
| 








over the head with a soda mand that it sells at 60 cents to wine, $17.50 and Pelgian al- 1, $1,250,000 was taken in through 
ge rhich sent him to the $1.75 a pound and the makers cohol, $32 for five gallons and the tower and its concessions. 
pop eee ce i Aft are now rushing production of : $8 per single gallon. Management of the building ad- 
agli = e-lemncmag rahe the spheroids so they can mits that the income from the tower 





told his story to Sheriff : aes ° 
a alone and said ‘ane partici break them up for flitter. is aiding aplenty in defraying ex- 
n ~_ « oc < < = 


. aabieeilaae Me nses and in meeting mortgage 
pants and officials of the marathon | Everybody with an elo & & 
dance being staged at the Municipal S M | The great Artistic Midway in a. > The half-hour beendencte over 
airport not only engaged mm the Jer sey hore erchants Greenwich Village closed last night. Idea Thinks It ~ WOR are costing $450 for time and 
apbit of drinking and violating the bevween $400 and $600 for talent 


‘ e . | Under auspices of an unemployment " 
liquor law, but also practised the Are Going Show Biz to committee of some sort. sundry Perfect for Fair per program. Building has a_ 13- 











manty sport of shooting craps on ° . | Works of art hung and stood along week contract with the station. The 
the dance floor while the marathon- Help Their Store Biz Ithe walls of Washington Square hainiienake Snia bans ta. 
ers went about their business. |South, with their artist-creators | Chicago, June 6. the 86th floor, which is net the 


ncidentally, the business of going 
about the business of marathoning 
was a little slack in the wee hours 
ef the morning after patrons had 


j}nearby to quote prices or to com- uppermost point of the building for 
promise on quoted terms. sightseers, this point being on the 

That they’d bargain was frankly | biggest excitement centers around |102q@ floor. Josef Israels arranged 
|heraldei by such invitations as ‘no! the coming World’s Fair. Every- |the etherizations. 


Of the hottest lines in town, the 
Long Branch, N. J., June 6. 

In an effort to boost biz, mer- 

chants along the shore are going 








gone ee Cex said, partici- |r the entertainment stuff in a SF reer Py eel ya Pe body with an inside angle for soft $875,000 Admissions 

does in the masnthon auuibeut try- way. And with results. Se acciaen pindygeet teem “ha ex- | coin is around looking for his piece Of the _$1,250,000 income from 
ing to play fair and square might A large Asbury Park department | change for dental work, old clothes, of change. So far the racket squad wasere $875,000 came from adente- 
just as well be home knitting. He store last week turned an entire|;adios, foodstuffs or what's around. |!" charge has been swamped trying coy eg ar balance fr = souvenir 
said that the darn old dance was floor into a dancehall, with a girl Another type of artist enjoying , check-mate the boys with a eos and . “— fountain, both the 
fixed. band for music. In addition it/the sidewalks of New York's G. V. | Special commission under Col. Isham atter on the 86th floor. Tower sec- 


t commenced when patrons be-| Staged a floor show with local ama- | couldn't afford to wait for the $2’s | Randolph, who heads this town’s | tion is operated by the Tower Corp., 

ce dened j teur talent. This went on for two! 5 ‘Secret Six.’ | Which pays rent to the building, 

gan losing interest in the clowning : wand $5's, which are some of the . ; . =~ |although the Tower Corp. is owned 

and started staying away after| days and nights, until 11 p. m., with fancier asking prices, picked up The World's Fair gyp stunts | ie tr Ghk ellie = carte ts 

Baia idnicht, | the S.R.O. sign out at all times. smaller but ick h t 25c|range from tourists’ clubs to| 7 wy MO Culnce. oncessions 

around 11 o’clock or midnight. ‘ smaller but quicker change a . lare also operated and cwned by the 
Patrons or no patrons, the dance It was all gratis, with no effort | and 50c with quick sketches of pro- | Stamps. Motorists all over the building 
had to go on to be a marathon.| eing made to push any of the/ files. If it was a femme artiste, the | country are getting letters prom- - 


: 4 : : . ‘ « ; : ° : Claimed that on a good day the 
So the boys and girls decided to | Store’s goods. But sales during the/ tariff was 50c. but the not so s. a, | ising them sure parking space at souvenir stand does about $500, 


J 4 show climbed to a new high. Nut/ quick penmen settled for a quarter.| the fair for a nominal sum, paid| 
- mere se In, Too was small, the gal musickers being Still another exhibit, next to the now, of $5. Some just offer club- by the soda spot takes in around 
‘ the only paid entertainers. Judson Memorial Church on W. Sq.| rooms, at which the fourist can|” por its frst year ee 
According to Cox, a table was Another shop in Asbury which | s. proffered a free mitt-reading | have mail forwarded, or rest his buiiest of $60 my = SSverEang 
brought out nightly after all the| features children’s clothes had 4a! with each purchase, regardless. degs. ms a aan ’ a used for the 
patrons had left and placed under! puppet show for the kids. The | Hard by, Rebaje, who calls him- Nuts with goofy notions are | tne ye it i aaah ae preie yrcF 
alight. The next thing brought out| management figured on about 500) <«i¢ an artisan, instead of artist,| crowding up the sidewalks. One| wo, ait ee 


mn : . | weather recreation spot. It is pro- 
was dice and then the fun started./ youngsters attending, but a crowd | e,alded his ups-and-downs of life| guy wants to walk around the world | posed So, tented ceeieniiammniraane 


Everybody enjoyed it including par-/ of over 2,000 jammed the place. | by announcing 7 Jones street (base- | backwards carrying a world’s fair | days a week affairs if the experi- 
ticipants in the dance and officials. A new grocery store in Lon&| ment) and an attic at 13 Rue des! banner for a trifling sum. Every | ment now being made clicks. The 
Not only that, says Cox, but every-| Branch had a magician working in| volignards (onziemme arondisse- | cheap little five-piece orchestra has | tower may add dancing to its other 


body had plenty of liquor and there | the window opening day, and a Red | nent) as his New York and Paris | offered to go on tour as the ‘World's attractions, thoteh seme Qance eat 
was drinking in general. Bank music store drew customers | 


ro j : . headquarters. Fair Orchestra,’ if the fair will ad-|to the broadcast music. 
Cox based his contention that/ with a colored song and dance That Modern Touch vance certain monies. The building is now about 35% 
the marathoner was fixed on one| man. The ultra-modern touch was evi- Stars for autos is one angle that | of its capacity on tenants. 





Newt Newsome of down Selma way. ; -—— denced by some of the oils being | has the co b pa 
} ' ° $ ps burned. These stars, 

He averred that it was fixed for | T, AW’s Perpetual ‘Fire’ wrapped in cellophane. The glazed selling at $1, are World’s Fair plug- 

Newsome to win the $500 and a trip ‘ sheets served both as a protectiv€| pers, but they’re five-starred and MINSTREL MAN FREED 

Sete ne 7 Sales Incite Protests cover ana as a framing in lieu of the agents make certain to men- 

e lad sa e was slapped over lase. P : 

les, June 6. |& tion to the autoist how closely they FR 

a eee Se Rattle Wall Swarms of Vaulieaihes ont ‘fre’| ‘The Iegitimates’ were another | resemble the regular police stars. 

sleeping during one of his rest gales around town, many authentic, | STOuP display from an aggregation a 


oe gel hese it gf yn are getting under the hides of busi- ‘of American artists interested in 


es ‘ fostering a greater art-consciousness F Wed ° R * Galveston, June 6. 

meed Newsome’s aid, though in pe ge nage engl pnpretinge in protestation of the commercial- ree § aS Keno $ oom os a aia 

sleeping a number of stitches were - ization thereof.’ picture operator. wit u iH. 
. ; er 

Beeded for the gash in his head. | nance Pulling al mection ie to se,| In open revolt, however, there} [gt Come-On of Summer |®*ewnece Minstrets, was found not 

W. V. Peeke of Montgomery, who |? , were invaders from uptown who guilty of killing Brownlee and Mrs. 


was disqualified as a contestant pon b totpnnnd n+ cated nelease have swankier sounding addresses Martha Smith, cook of the show, 

















two weeks ago, also told the Sheriff a savent of On. West 45th street but who were Reno, June 6. by a jury at Conroe, Texas, Thurs- 
what he knew. He said he had no piration, ae - are said not aloof to the undecorous Village With plenty of ballyhoo, running | day (2). 
complaint to make personally but goods on hand. ' exhibition. from queen contests to prizes for Brownlee and Mrs. Smith were 





added that what Cox said was true. Any addition to the stock _would The Midway aspects of the Great |the biggest babies, the promoters ;found clubbed to death in a tent at 
The boys complained over the|c2use the sale to be terminated. | vinace Art Show were manifested of Reno’s first come-on attraction | New Caney, Texas, last December. 
rules of the contest which said that | Pe™™its for sales would run 60 days. | by the s.a. shillabers who were (this summer, a rodeo with numer- Defense witnesses told of a black 
any one who created a disturbance | O4inance is being prepared by the! spotted as sales convincers next to|ous adjuncts, are now plastering | eyed man, aged about 40, who had 
Would be automatically disqualified. Better Business Bureau, patter ned | certain art groups. They had 48/the town and surrounding country | made threats against Brownlee be- 


Cox said after the scrap that he|@fter Detroit's ordinance of the) much of what it takes for taxi-|with posters, handbills and 10-gal-|fore the killing. Kendall, also 








was qualified alright, but that New- mpage kind, and the new Iilinois law | dancing as for art. lon hats. known as Rex Hill, was arrested in 
some was still in there dancing day | 2°t yet in effect. ‘Portraits done on the installment/ Labeled ‘Pony Express Days Cel- | Mississippi. He had been in jail 
and night. plan’ and several similar Morris-|ebration,’ the stunt is backed to | for the past five months awaiting 


trial, 
one of the biggest pastimes after : terests and is being pushed by Sam 
the crowds had left. It usually | But somehow the layoffs ignored | Garrett, champion roper, and Jack 

| 

| 

| 





Dice shooting was getting to be Film L 5 Openers plan art proposals were other side- | some extent by the gambling in- 
| walk invitations. 


started about two a. m. and stopped First games in the Film League | the artistic pastels, the decorous || indsley, cowboy cartoonist. It Janss , 

Talmudic and secular character | wij] hold the beards here for the en $ y 
|studies and the post-Whistler land- | wee, of June 19 and is scheduled 
|scapes. They still flocked around |t, wind up with a rodeo in which Augjan Restaurant Corp. 1680 


wp in the morning when spectators | were played Thursday (2), between 
began coming in. The rules of the | Warner and Universal and Fox and 
eontest said that contestants must | ERPI. 




















‘ , r 3c | 

keep their feet moving or be dis-| Warner and Fox both won by | the nudes and Close-up of a TOFSO | the best of the cow riders, bull | Broadway, New York, operating 
Qualified. ie added that in the|the same score, 4-3. type of stuff. | breakers and feminine pony mount- |(August) Janssen’s Hofbra 

Cox voemee 2! Gon ae - | us on 

Wee hours participants not only! . Warner meets Fox today (Tues- : | ers of the country will compete | Broadway at 52d street, has filed 

stopped dancing but leaned against | day), at the DeWitt Clinton field. Court Says Daisy Ss Juror for a flock of prizes and dough. |its schedules in receivership show- 

Poles, seats and whatnot and | | ’ e e | One stunt that promises to cost |ing more than twice as many as- 

Watched the crap games, , as made flexible, just like the Can't Tell Trial Inside the promoters some money but is! sets as liabilities, but handicapped 

" rule was ade ple, s 4 | : attracting plenty of attention is a|by an unliquidated clai as 
The Ladies | Peep Ss . . 5 Los Angeles, June 6. ; ; : | juidated claim of $350,- 
| prehibition law. Contestants for Daisy De Voe, CYara Bow’s for- public wedding for all who want to | 630 which is included among the 


One night the judges announced got about dancing and took life 


that crap shooting would have toleasy, with the judges smiling mer secretary, appealing for retrial, roy oo crowd at go rag track | claimed assets. Liabilities are 
@ ‘ é asy, s = ; Figg tas bast a atiidiies . or the ceremony. The licenses, | $158,531 
step promptly at 10 a.m. Cox said| Newsome was arrested on a ad a juror ready to testify that) oo.  ¢, ; a th 
these Pie tr Rist Lee Holmes and | charge of assault and battery ana the jury trying her for grand theft on hs ach, will be furnished | Principal creditor is Janssen's 
oe c é AaASsSsSc c « 7 c i "C0 t o> tice . _ . . é ’ a ~ 
Dick Reeder lreleased on bond The bond was jammed eight to four for acquittal oes see ngewe es of a minis Downtown Hofbrau, Inc., for $105,- 
- s o ae ‘ er, S ‘eo g ‘eo - , Fs é 'o 965 4 ‘ ‘ . —_ - > oil 
‘What about the ladies? Cox was | made on the dance floor and New- °? all 36 counts, and then com- | — will al 7" y cenieh, desde tae eee ee cer, See 
asked ‘some was still dancing, although Promised by agreeing to acquit on ty ponte stag eg As many | the more elaborate upper Broadway 
Ss p ‘ Ss é ° L a s as 0 couples come to Keno each | restaur ant-nite club stri , ; 
: * = : pa. “a 35 co ts <¢ CO ic ) one é ant » strikin a fi- 
Right there Cox clamped his Cox said he should have been dis- counts . aan oe ae ee? | week-end from California to be | nancial snag. ¥ 


he Which was then allegedly chosen 
by lot. 
Court refused to let the juror 


toncue into the pit of his mouth and | qualified for the same reason 


. married and if they all happen to a 
there it stuck. He refused to tellon' was disqualified—creating a_ dis- 


be seeking a free wedding on the 





the ladies, like a true southern | turbance. ey oo diane. teinmcieiih week-end of June 24, the bells will Jed Kile s Biz 
fentleman. | Another "Bama marathon, at Mo- — es he 39 acquittals, barring peal plenty of dough off the pony y 
; Cox said his partner was Miss bile, is being held in the Arena and @4notne! trial express bankroll Santa Monica, June 6 
Jelly Bean’ Perry and they were doing a pretty fair business. Ad- ~ 7seee Promoters are hoping to lay the Jed Kiley, imported from the 
sure to win the first prize if the| missions are charged for curious JUDGMENT VS. CHOOS basis for an annual rodeo that in Parisian boulevards to Hollywood 
Whole business had been conducted | spectators to see corns grew on the doin sind time will compare favorably with oulevard by Carl Laemmle a a 
fairly. Miss Perry did not cease feet of the dancers. The scale is Nat Lewis, Inc, has secured the Cheyenne, Pendelton and Sa- Writer two years ago, has taker 
Participatine when aglittle thing two bits between five a. m. and 6 idgment for $1,046.35 against jinas wild west exhibitions. over management of Crystal Pier 
like a crack on the head came upon’ p. m. and 40c. between 5 p. m. and George Choos, vaude and legit pro- - here 

r partner. She got another one 5 a. m. Why anyone should pay ducer. Known years ago as Nat Good- 
and went right on. to see a six day bike race is fairly Choos owed the money on two Jack Maurice and a 10-piece win's pier, spot is now a combina- 

Dance rs were supposed to rest 20 i ¢ xplainable, but nobody yet has €x-, promissory notes given tne othing combo opened June 4 at the Egyp tion beach club and gymnasium 
Minutes and @ance 40 out of every. plained why anyone would care to firm for me handise Each was tian Pallroom, Ocean Park. Calif with sun-bathing enelosures for 
bour, During the late hours this see a marathon dance for $5060. »which had been closed a year. } nudists, 
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set, which he bought for $12,500. 


News From the Dailies | 








This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as. pub- | 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. _ ' 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 








East 


Mickey Devine, chorus girl, de- 
nies tale she bopped Primo Carnera, 
and gets some more publicity. 





Late Courtland Young’s will leaves 
nothing to his former wife, Doro- 
thea Campbell, erstwhile showgirl. 
Couple were divorced in 1928, Young 
dying in Dec., 1930. 

Request made by Theatre League 
to put Sunday shows before Equity’s 
council again is refused by a ma- 
jority of members at Equity’s an- 
nual meeting Tuesday (31). Peti- 
tion signed by 20 or more will be 


needed to place the problem in 
action again. Members also okay a 
plan to take $5,000 of Equity’s 


treasury to start rotary stock com- 
panies next fall. 

Equity -treasurer’s report shows a 
surplus of $342,947. Amendment 
raising initiation fees from $25 to 
$50 passed. 

Rockefeller Center plans changed 
again, this time to include twin 
buildings on the 5th Ave. front, one 
building to center Italian interests, 
other German. One building only 
first planned for this site. 








Actors’ Dinner club moves to 165 
W. 45th. 





Larry Fay arraigned in tax dodg- 
ing indictment, held in $10,000 bail. 
Denies guilt. Dates back to Ren- 
dezvous nite club in 1929. 





U. S. Attorney closed 267 speaks 
around New York in May. A rec- 
ord. Doesn’t say how many opened. 





‘Lilliom,’ by Molnar, will be re- 
vived this fall by Eva Le Gallienne, 
co-starring with Joseph Schildkraut, 
at N. Y. Civic Rep. 





Woman shouts ‘Fire’ in Harlem 
opera house and starts panic, al- 
though there was nary a blaze. 
Louis Narvaez and Edward McNeil 
arrested for hitting people near them 
in the audience. About 20 hurt in 
the rush for the doors. 





Canoes must carry lights at night, 
says the U. S. Navigation bureau. 
Dangerous otherwise, despite ro- 
mantic advantages. 





Robert Schermerhorn, son of 
wealthy parents, who married Peggy 
Prince, dance hostess, last year, dis- 
inherited by his family, 





Geo. M. Cohan closes his Broad- 
way offices. 





Olive Borden, actress, will press 
her annulment suit against her hus- 
band, Theodore Spector, reported in- 
dicted for bigamy. Actress’ action 
is independent of the bigamy charge, 
returned by the Westchester (N. Y.) 
Grand Jury. 





Police raid J. & S. Double Daily 
Two-Horse Parley, racing pool at 
1465 Broadway. Only prisoner held 
is Abe Friedman, confessing to be 
in charge of the place. Another 
pool in the Hotel President pinched 
and a pool ticket printing shop 
closed, 





Oswald Jacoby leaves ‘Four 
Horsemen’ champ bridge’ team, 
thereby a little more press space 
for the team and the departing 
member, 





Chorus Equity weekly deputy 
bulletin answers charges made by 
Alexander Leftwich, who claimed 
the association prevented its mem- 
bers from working for him in stock. 
Equity says Leftwich could have 
paid $25 minimum salary if charg- 
ing less than $1 admish. Equity 
adds Leftwich couldn’t guarantee 
10 weeks’ work, as he claimed, and 
that he also had no bond posted. 

Leftwich called off his proposed 
musical stock for Westchester 
County and blamed Equity, 





Twenty-six musicians arrested on 
complaints of property owners that 
the tunesters were loud, boisterous 
and interfering with pedestrians at 
the south-east corner of 48th street 
and Broadway, their usual hang- 
out. Suspended sentences, 





Maxwell Bodenheim steps into a 
pail of hot water while on a camp- 
ing trip. In a hospital, scalded, 





Rosa Ponselle recovered from an 
operation, leaving New Haven hos- 
pital soon, 

Ct 

While Larry Fay answered in- 
dictment charging non-payment of 
taxes, three creditors have him 
fined $80 for failing to appear in 
supplementary proceedings on judg- 


ments against him 


gasoline, $874 rent and $585 for 
printing. 

Roger Grey says he produced ‘On 
the Make’ at the 48th Street, New 
York, for $9. That $9 paid the door- 
men, but everything else on the cuff. 

Herald Square Realty Corp. buys 
former Proctor’s 5th Ave. Theatre 
property. Theatre will probably be 
razed. 





Reporters put George Jessel on a 
spot. Quoted him as saying that he 
would get a divorce and the Mrs. 
conflagrated. Says when and if, 
she'll do the asking. Georgie yesses 
her. 





Geo. Baker, alias Major Devine, 
colored, running a ‘Heaven’ in Say- 


ville, L. I., gets’ a year in jail as a 
menace to society. Claimed to be 
God. Numbered many white men 


and women among his converts. 





Photoplay Productions take Harry 
Donnenfield and Arthur Paul as gag 
men for their eastern made shorts. 
Joe Bonica, of ‘Star Dust,’ also gets 
a job, ; 





Cunard line reports results from 
instalment plan bookings. Takes 
part payment and gets rest through 
finance Co. Other lines may follow. 





Jos. Solomon announces exit from 
parlay racing betting when Fed. 
agents nab 240 of his 2,000 solicitors 
in one week. Sold tickets on horses 
in two races. Both had to win for 
the ticket to cash. Got plenty coin. 





Shuberts now have rights to ‘A 
Trip to Pressburg.’ Variously con- 
sidered by Ray-Minor, Arthur Lubin 
and Irving Lande, William D. Drake 
will make the version from the Ger- 
man. 





Robert E. Sherwood doing a play 
abroad with English background. 





Anna Ludmilla now Georges Fon- 
tanna’s dancing partner. 





N. Y. Arts Club raided early Sat. 
and Feds get four men and 24 bot- 
tles. Fixtures to the value of $25,- 
000 confiscated. On 15th floor of 
254 West 54th street. 





Montagu Glass and Dan Jarrett 
making extensive revisions on ‘Why 
Don’t You Go Back?” When done, 
they’ll show it to John Golden. Play 
of a Russian who dreams of the 
Soviet. 





Alla Nazimova to have a lead 
role in ‘The Good Earth,’ 





Harry Moses has gone to London 
to see what luck he’ll have trying to 
sell ‘Warrior’s Husband,’ 


Willard Karn is promoting a 
bridge contest between screen stars 
and contract experts. 


Girl life savers 
beaches this summer. 








for Brooklyn 





Margaret Hamilton to do a solo 
program at the Booth Thursday aft- 
ernoon, 





Gertrude E. Gelbin, widow of Ed- 
ward Gelbin, who was killed when 
a New Haven one-man train struck 
his auto at a grade crossing, award- 
ed a verdict of $50,000 by a jury in 
White Plains, N. Y., court. Gelbin 
was a Metro salesman, 





Sealed verdict ordered in the suit 
of Mrs. Mary Voyes against Doro- 
thy and Muriel Kane in the Mine- 
ola court. Mrs. Voyes is asking 
$50,000 for the death of her hus- 
band, who was killed when the Kane 
car crashed the one in which he 
was driving William Fox in the ac- 
cident which incapacitated the lat- 
ter about three years ago. Trial 
revealed that Jacob L. Rubenstein, 
who was with Fox, is suing for $50,- 
000 and Fox is asking $206,000 in 
other suits. 





John Louis De Ruyter, broker, di- 
vorced in Carson City, Nev., last 
week. Was picked by Peggy Joyce 
last spring, but that’s gone blooey. 





Louis B. Mayer guest of Presi- 
dent Hoover last week. 





WINS moves its studio to its own 
building, 114 E. 58th street, Hearst 
papers’ station. 





Accounting suit brought by Irv- 


against officials back in court. Bank 
seeks to recover profits on a deal in 
radio shares which it contends be- 
long to the co. and not the directors 
individually. Harris Hammond, one 





of the board, admitted a profit of 
$423,659 on 25,000 shares of De For- 


Owes $683 for | 


ager for remainder of season. 


ing Trust as receiver for Sonora Co. 





But his deals in Sonora enterprises 
netted a loss of $105,000. 





Mrs. Florence J. Foreman, former 
film actress, will continue to receive 
$1,250 monthly alimony from the 
etsate of her husband, the late Win- 
field A. Foreman. Estate sought to 
contend that she had made trips 
with Foreman before her marriage 
and knew what to expect. There- 
fore had no right to sue on grounds 
specified. Court ruled that her 
marriage wiped out all previous ac- 
tions. 


Jawn McGraw quit as Giant’s 
manager, due to illness. Bill Terry, 
first baseman, will be player-man- 
Mc- 
Graw remains as v. p. of the club. 





William Harris, jr., finally shelves 
‘The Anatomist,’ which he has been 
trying to cast all season. Is nego- 
tiating with the Wallace estate for 
‘The Green Pack.: If he gets it, it 
will be ‘The Ace of ‘Spades.’ 





Lawrence Tibbett off to Europe. 





Olin Downs, music critic of the 
N. Y. ‘Times,’ will broadcast short- 
wave talks on music from Warsaw, 
Moscow and Paris. Dates not yet 
set. 





Commonwealth theatre, to try out 
new plays, will be discussed by Hey- 
wood Broun, Deems Taylor and 
others at Chanin theatre next week 
(147: 





Chorus Equity shows a loss of 
400 members. But there are still 
1,500 on the list. Enough to go 
around these days. Surplus of $128,- 





000. But $10,941 operating loss this 
year. 
Anabelle Manahan, wife of 


Thomas Manahan, technical director 
at the Metropolitan, suing to enjoin 
Mrs. Mary Bell Graham from living 
under the same roof with Manahan. 
Each is suing the other for divorce. 
Mrs. Graham denies any implica- 
tion. Says she was merely trying to 
be a mother to both of them. 





New England towns ban appear- 
ance of William Allen, N. J. negro 
who discovered the body of the 
Lindbergs baby. Extra attraction 
with Main circus, but public opinion 
prevents appearances. 





Paul Dulzell now chairman of 
board of Chorus Equity; Cathering 
Huth, recording sec.; Helen Arlen, 
Walter Franklin, Louise Joyce, 
Edna Molte, Nadine Sinclair, How- 
ard Stuart and May Wagner on 
board for three-year terms and John 
Frederick to serve one year, 





Three-day sale of furniture and 
decorations belonging to Armand 
Tokatyan, of Metropolitan opera, 
bring $28,635. ‘ 





Police raid another horse racing 
pool at 498 6th avenue, holding 34 
prisoners, 





Judith Voselli Lloyd, actress, 
wants $250,000 from Mrs. Mary Pen- 
rose Lloyd, present wife of John 
Eshelman, Lloyd claiming aliena- 
tion. Lloyd and his former wife 
were divorced April 27, 1932. 





Edward Small suing Bing Crosby 
for $20,000 claimed due Small for 
commish on managerial contracts. 





Frank McCormack 
‘Dread,’ legit play. 


to stage 





Taddy Keller, vaude, and her hus- 
band, Jack Pettis, band leader, have 
agreed on a friendly divorce. When 
it’s granted Pettis says he’ll marry 
Nelda Kincaid, showgirl. 





Anna Pavlowa’s American estate 
worth $400,000. She died in Jan., 
1931. 





Broom Stagers to start stock sea- 
son at the Vanderbilt, New York, 
June 13 with ‘Back Fire.’ 





Juilliard Music School announces 
new 1932 musical composition con- 
test. 





George M. Cohan re-elected 
Friars’ abbot. Other officers are: 
George Jessel, dean; Emmett Cal- 
lahan, prior; Harry Hershfield, sec- 
retary. Board ®f governors: Jack 
Benny, Ira Streusand, Harry Jans, 
S. J. Kaufman, Bert Lahr, 





Sidney Solomon, who runs the 
Central Park Casino, starts a hot 
dog stand at Bryant Park, right 
near the Federal Hall built for the 
Washington Bicentennial, 

State troopers claim the recent 
hullabaloo about a nu ‘st colony 
upstate is a press stunt for a short- 
ly forthcoming book, 


Coast 











Leo Birinski, film writer, applying 
for citizenship papers, 





Jackie 
Frank Dolliver, 
Calif. 


Coogan’s 
79, 


grandfather, 
died at Rose, 


Reth Pierce, 13-year 
awarded judgment 


Laura 
lancer, 


old 
of 


was 
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_ Quick Runout 


Last week when the Bath Club, New York, class spot, was 


‘taken out 


by G men,’ as the federal agents are called, the order to slough was 
issued at dry headquarters just about 40 minutes before the dicks arrived 


at the place. Word of 


the visit had 


been received, however ,and the 


raiders were greeted with a: ‘Closed for the summer’ sign on the door 


3ut they smashed in. 
bar was completely iced 
cooking. 


Although there were no employees in sight the 
and kitchen 
Club’s fittings were estimated having cost $75,000. 


stoves were hot and food was 





In Promises» 

Akin to the bookmakers gambling with each other at the tracks, the 
Times square agents’ offices similarly see the coffee-and-cake boys, lay- 
offs, hangers-on and the usual assortment of stooges bound together 
with a common tie of general inactivity. 

The seasonal dog-days have arrived and with biz at a lull the agents, 
et al., are whiling away the sultry afternoons with intra-office pinochle 


and dice tournaments. 


They pay each other off in promises. 





Publisher Peddles Boll Ice 
Publisher of a New York tab was on the Coast recently trying to dis« 
pose of a $450,000 necklace which was part of the Mabel Boll collection 


of jewelry. 
stone of 34 karats. 


Was asking $150,000 for the stuff, but little interest shown 


screen moguls or stars. 


It is a gorgeously mounted rope of diamonds with a center 


by the 





Dry Claim 
Dry leaders claim that not only has rum running on the border been 


reduced three-fourths, 


but that during the past year, 


in many of the 


custom houses on the New York-Canadian line, more liquor was seized 
on the way to the Dominion than was being smuggled into the United 


States. 





Postal’s Builder-Upper 
Robert G. McLaughlin, g.m. of Postal Tel, is sending out a builder« 
upper type of wire to customers wherein he expresses the appreciation 
of the P. T. employees and that ‘it has been a real Zactor in enabling 


us to keep many in employment.’ 





$3,750 for hot water bottle burns 
on her right leg suffered while in 
a hospital for a tonsil operation. 





Lina Basquette has entered a san- 
atorium for a rest. 





Doris Kenyon was appointed 
guardian of her 4-year-old son so 
she could legally give him a ring 
and watch left by his father, Milton 
Sills. 


Engagement of Raymond Paige, 
KHJ musical director, and Mary 
York, actress and writer, has been 
announced. 





Just before end of the last night 
performance, a Anderson, 
manager of the Hollywood theatre, 
was kidnapped and robbed of $500 
by two bandits. After relieving 
Anderson of the money, they forced 
him from the car. 





Andre Dureceau, film art director 
may be sued for $50,000 for alleged 
clienation of the affections of Mrs. 
F. McRae Potter. 





When alimony bills to Olive Ann 
Farnum are settled, William Far- 
num :nay try matrimony again. 
Friends say the prospective bride 
is Mrs. Isabelle Major. Farnum’s 
divorce b-caime final May 20. 





Dog owned by Robert Byrne and 
credited with preventing a _ bad 
studio fire was decorated in Oak- 
land with a medal for ‘intelligence, 
devotion and service.’ 





For drinking while on probation, 
Emmett Flynn, director, was sen- 
tenced to six months in the county 
road camp. Probation conditions 
were to keep away from liquor and 
pay Mrs. Genevieve Flynn $60 per 
1.0nth toward support of their 
daughter. 





Premises of the Fifty Fifty Club, 
raided as a speak, was padlocked 
for a year. It’s the former Press 
Club spot. 





Blanca Saroya and Dimitri Ono- 
frei, soloists for Hollywood Bowl 
this summer, 





Marie Mack, dancer, is suing Fox 
West Coast for $22,395 damages for 
injuries allegedly suffered when she 
fell over a piece of stage scenery 
in the Fox theatre, San Francisco. 





Jesse Luther Pilot Cox, actor, has 
taken out a license to wed Mrs. 
Harriet E. Marcoot, film extra. Cox 
is 58, and this will be his first mar- 
riage, 





Joseph M. Schenck has _ been 
elected president of the Agua Cali- 
ente Jockey Club. Setup at Cali- 
ente, Mex., will have James N. Crof- 
ton operating the gambling casino. 
Baron Long the hotel, and Schenck 
the race track. 

Xavier Cugat ts trying to recover 
$14,084 he alleges is due him from 
Rodolfo Montes as profits from two 
Spanish pictures on which they col- 
laborated, 

Jack Noonan, brother pf Molly 
O'Day and Sally O'Neill, was to be 
tried on charges of escaping a road 





camp while serving a burglary sen« 
tence. He asked for _ probation, 
which was granted, and judge will 
pass sentence June 17, 





Charles Christie said in court that 
he ‘hasn’t a dime.’ 





Adoree was 
physicians 


Renee 
cured by 


pronounced 
at Prescott, 


Ariz., where she has been a patient ° 


two years. 





Paul Whiteman and Margaret 
Livingston are expecting an heir 
around Christmas. 





While picture people were seated 
all around, a bandit held up one of 
the Brown Derby cafes and walked 
out with $1,000. Only $200 was taken 
from the register, $800 coming from 
a customer's pocket. 





Ingagement of Douglas Walton, 
actor, to Juanita Burns, aviatrix, 
has gone bust. 





Jack Nixon, film promoter, tried 
for defrauding several men who 
hoped to become assistant directors, 
was convicted on seven counts of 
grand theft. He took sums from 
$200 to $400 from each, ‘selling’ them 
executive positions, 


Dr. I. Jesse Citron, who wrote 
prescriptions for Alma Rubens, was 
acquitted of violation of the federal 
narcotic act. 





Marie Mack, dancer, was awarded 
$4,000 damages in her $22,395 suit 
against Fox-West Coast for injuries 
suffered when she fell over a back 
stage platform at the Fox, San 
Francisco, in 1929. 


Mid-West 


Gladys Layton, radio and opera 
singer, reported to Chicago police 
the theft of $484 worth of clothes 
from her apartment. 














Trial is on in the suit of Nick 
Paper, Lincoln, Neb., theatre operas 
tor, against Metro and other picture 
distributors. It’s for $3,500,000 dam- 
ages under the antitrust laws. 





Mistaking a detective squad car 
for a bandit caravan, Ralph Schoen- 
stadt, manager of the Piccadilly, 
Chicago, landed in jail when he tried 
to get the jump on the cops. With 
his negro doorman  Schoenstadt 
pulled guns on the policemen, think- 
— them thugs. They found out 
ater. 





Evelyn Cushing, beaut contest 
winner in Chi, is suing for an ane 
nulment of her marriage to Hallet 
Schultz, claiming it was one of those 
gin things. 





Stevens and La Salle hotels, Chi- 
cago, under one management, 
thrown into receivership by cred- 
itors, with Ernest J. Stevens re- 
ceiver. He is president of both 
companies, ® 





Tracy and John Drake, Chi hotel 
owners and theatre operators, being 
sued for $275,000 by Stein, Alstrin 
& Co., brokerage house. Contents 
of suit not disclosed, but said to 
involve a stock transaction. 
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Tm Telling You 
By Jack Osterman 


a on aa 


YM STILL WITHOUT A CON- 
TRACT WITH SUMMER COMING 


ON. (By special permission of the 
copyright owners, Keit and Engel). 
Hy, There 

Hy (N. Y. ‘Democrat Daily’) 


‘oldstein reports the story of the 
actor whose room in a New England 
hotel was alongside the railroad 
tracks. Between engines hissing, 
whistles blowing and wheels grind- 
ing sleep was impossible. After 
trying his best he gave up in des- 
pair, grabbed the phone and eventu- 
allv aroused the operator. 

‘Tell the clerk,’ he shouted, ‘to 
call me when this hotel stops at 
Bridgeport.’ 

Tough Times 

Then there’s the yarn about the 
newcomer to Broadway who went 
into Dinty Moore’s to get an esti- 
mate on two lamb chops. 


Free Wheelering 
Bert Wheeler settled plenty on 
his first wife and reports are that 
he donated around $200,000 to his 
second. 
That makes Bert our best settle- 
ment worker. 


Inside Stuff 

You probably recall the fire-at- 
will shooting scenes that Georgie 
Raft took part in for ‘Scarface.’ 
The other night along Broadway an 
auto backfired, and George almost 
jumped into Hal LeRoy’s shoes. 

An Idea 

They were arguing business tac- 
tics when Louie Shurr hollered, ‘Do 
you think I'd cut off my nose te 
spite my face?’ ‘No,’ said another 
agent, ‘but it’s a swell idea.’ 





That Word—Cut 

It happened in Los Angeles. Rufe 
LeMaire and his pride and joy. 
four-year-old Gloria, went to a 
vaudeville show. A comic on the 
stage pulled the gag about two girls 
who used to be Siamese twins but 
took the cut, 

‘Just like you, Daddy,’ shrilled 
Gloria—and broke up the show. 


The New Show Business 
Since radio has become all im- 
portant, show business jargon has 
taken a new slant. Instead of the 
old, ‘Come over I’m opening to- 


FLASHY CUBAN KID 
TOPS BROWNSVILLER 


By JACK PULASKI 
Kid Chocolate, back from Havana 
; after settling affairs relevant to his 
| marriage by proxy, topped the card 
okay on | at the Wednesday (1) 
|} when of the 








Official 


The Broadway druggists have 
put their official 
spring’s arrival, 


Queensboro 


the first open air fight 











If you don’t like the guy that’s 
‘airing,’ the burnup can be, “Tell m« 
what time you’re on so I can go out 
tonight.’ 


| the 15-round route on the theory he 
|could wear down 
|}ored lad. But it didn’t work out 
that way. The few rounds credited 
to Feldman were mostly in the early 
stages of the match. 

Chocolate’s long reach, speed and 





Observation ° 
It seems to us that in order for 


anyone to get away with murder | versatility put his opponent to a 
these days, their income tax musSt/| disadvantage. Latter was jabbed 
be paid. off balance whenever he tried to set 
es for telling wallops. In the lith 

The Old and the New Lew was almost tilted over twice, 


An old-timer was talking to a 
youngster making her debut at the 


once going through the ropes as the 
Kid swung both arms. Feldman 


when it was two-a-day.’ 
To which the debutante cracked,| The bon-bon has been rated 
(Continued on page 52) highly for several seasons. He has 

- = had some close wins and the same 

sort of defeats. He is essentially a 
boxer and because he totes no kayo 


to the stomach. 





BIRTHS 


: ’ punch the feather or lightweight 
Mr. and Mrs. _ Billy Gibson, championships have been evasive. 
daughter, May 26, in New York. 
Father is the jewelry dealer, Garden Bowl Scale 
former pro. Bill Carey called the boxing 
Mr. and Mrs. Merritt Franken. writers to his office last week and 


announced that Mrs. W. R. Hearst’s 
Free Milk Fund would participate 
in the receipts of the Schmeling- 
Sharkey scrap for the heavyweight 
crown. That was figured a good 
move to promote more interest in 
the contest. 

At the some time some revision of 
the scale was made. Ringside will 
be divided so far as prices are con- 
cerned. The top at $23 remains but 
there will be fewer seats at that 
figure and more at $15. Fight to 
be staged in the new Garden bowl 
in Long Island City will be easier 
to reach than any of the ball parks. 
Lowest priced tickets will be $2.30 
as against $3.74 as first announced. 

It is hoped the gate will reach 
$500,000. Ticket sale must take a 
spurt in the last few weeks if at- 
tendance is to reach expectations. 


son, Muy 27 in New York. Father is 
on the ‘Variety,’ New York staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bigelow, daugh- 
ter, May 28 in New York. Father 
is on the ‘Variety,’ New York staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Blum (Car- 
mel Myers), son, May 30, in Cedars 
of Lebanon hospital, Hollywood. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mauricé J. Cleary, 
son, Hollywood June 4. Mother is 
May McAvoy. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Barrymore, 
son, Hollywood, June 4. Mother is 
Dolores Costello, 

To Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Huffman, 
a son, June 5, at St. Catherine's 
Hospital, Brooklyn. Father is with 
Gotham Engraving Co. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Abel, son, 
June 6, in New York. Father is a 
legit actor, mother a musician. 
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MAYFAI Broadway eng 


47th Street 


ANN HARDING 


min the story of a “Love Di ‘ 

ivorce”’ 

that plumbs the secret soul “a 
] woman! 


“WESTWARD 
PASSAGE” 


RKO Pathe Picture 





PALACE °+<" 
Personality Premier Vaudeville 
SOPHIE TUCKER 
LEON BELASCO & ORCH. 


BUSTER WEST 
Midnight Show Every Saturday 














| 86th ST. Bet. Lex. & 3d Aves. 


Continuous Shows 
Wed. to Fri., June 8-10 


“MAN WANTED” 
with 
KAY FRANCIS 
DAVID MANNERS 






On Broadway 
Centinuous Shows 


Si st ST. 


Wed. to Fri., June 8-10 
“MAN WANTED” 
with 


KAY FRANCIS 
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NOTES BUST MUSICIAN 
Los Angeles, June 6. 





Henry Camprubi, Bakersfield mu- 
sician, has filed a bankruptcy peti- 
tion here. 





| His liabilities are notes calling for 
| $4,350, and his assets are a $100 

piano, 165 shares in Fox Theatres, 
Inc., valued at $75, and 13,950 
shares of various oil and mining 
issues valued at nothing. 











LESLIE HOWARD 
Tue ANi BARRY’S New Comedy 


E ANIMAL KINGDOM 





All have gotten out from un- | sé ason was staged. The Keed rather 
der their stocks of super-tan | convinced Lew Feldman of Browns- 
carbon sticks and those sun- ville that he is the better ring man, 
lamps with which the Broad- for it was the second time he out- | 
way bunch keeps that outdoor || pointed the hairy-chested youth 
complexion while the sun hides. from Brooklyn. 
| They first met at the St. Nicholas 
, ; F club and Feldman thought he won 
night,’ the actor now gives you that, - . . z 
ee ae ‘ ; ; the decision which went to the 
Stay home and hear me. * : 
|Cuban. This time Lew demanded 


the slender col- | 


Palace last week ‘Just to think,’|tried hard to land the right. He | 
the vet remarked, ‘I played here | was more successful with left hooks 





- 
> 
Jungle Lions 
Los Angeles, June 6. 

Local hotel men were look- 
ing forward to the Interna- 
tional Association of Lions 
Clubs’ convention to he held 
here week of July 19. 

Their hopes did a dive with 
the current issue of the ‘Lions 
Magazine,’ which features a 
story on the swell auto camps 
in California. 











| 


| Taxi Dancer Socked 
$100, Boy Friend $10 


Milwaukee, June 6. 

Orzla La Fleur, taxi dancer, made 
|the mistake of taking one of her 
| customers home with her the other 
night and it cost her $100 and costs 
in district court for keeping a dis- 
orderly house. Earl Schubert was 
| fined $10 and costs for being an in- 
| mate 

Arrest followed recent front page 
j}activity by the Sentinel against a 


{local dime-a-dance palace on the 
outskirts. 
FRIARS ELECTION 
Cohan and Jessel Again Head 
Officers 


More than the usual number of 


actors are on the new Friars Club 
list of officers as the result of Fri- 
day’s (3) election. George M. Cohan 
as Abbott 
year, his steenth in that capacity. 

George Jessel, dean; Emmett Cal- 
lahan, prior; Harry Hershfield, 
secretary, and William Degan 
Weinberger, treasurer, are the other 
officers for '31-’32. 

Board of governors comprises 
Jack Benny, Harry Jans, Bert Lahr, 
Ira Streusand and 8S. Jay Kaufman. 


continues for another 





MARRIAGES 


Selena Royle and Earle Larrimore, 
May 31, in New York. Both in legit. 
Kathryn White, film press agent, 
to Harry Lang, formerly western 


editor of ‘Movie Mirror,’ in Les 
Vegas, Nev., April 29. 

Mickey Addy and Peggy O'Neill 
in New York, June 1. Groom is 
with Leo Feist Music Publishing 
Co. Bride is a showgirl. 

Harry Lash, of vaude team of 
Stewart and Lash, to Minabell 
Smith, Dallas society girl, in Dallas, 
six weeks ago. 

Estelle Almon, non-pro, to Harry 
Flamm, July 3, in New York City. 
Flamm is a vaudeville agent. 

Dave Davidson and Ruth Abrams, 
non-pro, in Detroit, May 5. Bride- 
groom is p. a. with Publix in De- 
troit. 








Diary of a Stooge 


By Claude Binyon 


Los Angeles, Saturday. 

Here I am a success again! All 
you have to do is wait and keep 
trying and something happens, good 
or bad. 

I finally caught Mr. Bernard of 
the RKO booking office just as he 
was going in, so I quick showed 
him my new brown suit and said 


[ am ripe for vaudeville if anybody 
ever was. He and 
said he liked the purple suit better 
because the tomato stains gave ita 
dash. Then he tried to get away 
but I held onto him and told him 
how I'd starve to death in no time 
if he didn’t give me a chance. 

Finally he shook his shoulders 
and said: ‘Oh, all right, be at the 
theatre Monday night for a show- 
ing.’ 

I said: 


7 } 
looked me 


over 


‘Do you mean show you 


what I can do?’ and he said that 
was what he meant. He said be 
there at 11:30. That seems like a 


funny time to me but if people in 
Los Angeles want to get up in the 
middle of the night to see a good 
act I shouldn’t complain. 

I thanked Mr. Bernard and shook 
his hand and then let him get away. 

Now I have to practice some 
more, Boy, will I show them! 





Los Angeles, Sunday. 

Will Tillie be surprised when she 
finds out next Tuesday that I am 
the hit of the show Monday night? 

The jokes I got out of the riddles 
and conundrums book are so funny 
that I can hardly tell them, I get to 
laughing so loud. 

I got to practice some more. 
morrow is the big night! 


To- 


Los Angeles, Monday midnight. 

It’s terrible! I feel so awful I 
can’t write anything tonight. 

I'll have to write about it tomore 
row if I don’t kill myself before 
then. 





Los Angeles, Tuesday. 

This is the saddest stuff I ever 
put in my diary. I wouldn’t even 
put it in if I had anything to Keep 
my mind busy. 

It wasn’t my fault. I only thought 
I was doing what anybody would 
do, trying to help the theatre. 

On account of being so excited 
about my tryout I got to the the- 
atre at 8:30 instead of 11:30 and 
the doorman let me in because he 
remembered me when I was with 
Mr. Bowery’s act. I put my banjo 
in a corner where the stagehands 
wouldn’t step on it and then after 
a while when the vaudeville started 
I stood in the wings and watched. 

The first act was acrobats, pretty 
good, then two fellows telling jokes 
not so good. I got to thinking what 
a long show this was going to be if 
they didn’t get to my act until 11:30. 

Then the music started playing 
for the third act and a lady came 

(Continued on page 52) 








“The season's most gratifying adventure.” 





—Fercy Hammond, Herald Tribune. 
Staged by Gilbert Miller 
EMPIRE THEATRE, B'’way and 40th St. 
Eves. 8:40. Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30. 
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“Monte Carlo Madness” 
with SARI MARITZA 


On the Stage—‘'Monte Carlo’ and ‘The Belero” 
Brilliant Cast—Symphony of 86 with HUGO 
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Vaudeville: PAT ROONEY and oan 
Pat the 3rd 
N. T. G. Girlie Revue 
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POOCHES DOING BIZ 


San Francisco, June 6. 

Night dog racing at nearby Bel- 
drawing such business that | 
two other pup projects under 
way. Permit has been 
sued for construction of an $50,- | 
track at San Fran 

The old Mission baseball park also 
may be outfitted track , 
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Dine and Dance Amongst the 
Light and Airy Breezes 


26 stories above the scorching pave- 


To the Tunes of 
NOBLE SISSLE’S 
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Paris 





Lila Lee around. 

Fred Astaire over. 

Jake Shubert to Vichy. 

Desha going on a tour. 

Fannie Brice expected. 

John Adolfi at the races. 
Kindness Week in Paris. 

Where is George Dillon? 

Ervin Marks at Fouquets. 

tachel Hartwell to London. 
Dagmar Godowsky to Berlin. 
Betty Compton back in town. 
Forrest Wilsson went home. 

No one hears of Arthur Moss, 
Jean Linauer cooking steaks. 
Malcolm MacGregor is missed, 
Seulah Livingstone hostessing. 
Jake Shubert back from Vichy. 
John Stein a possible film face. 
Florence Gillium taking names. 
Jack Breckenbridge to London. 
Georgie Jessel back to the States. 
George Davis off to the Riviera. 
Maxim’s under new management. 
Ed Haeffel meeting theatre people. 
Rubye de Remer playing hearts. 
Norma Talmadge back for x day. 
Elsie Ferguson going to London. 
Clay Bassett attending all parties. 
Monroe Wheeler back from Amer- 


ica. 

George Arliss can’t walk. It’s so 
hot. : 

Florence Walton doing another 
film. 

Darryl Zanuck hesitating about 
polo. me 

Kurt Springer visiting flea mar- 
kets. Z 

Pauline Garon having a_ swell 
time. 


Cole Porter giving some gay af- 
fairs. 

George Oppen taking a lot of pic- 
tures. 

Voya George going on tour with 
Sorel. 

Bill Carney's smile known in night 
clubs. : 

Lack of cash sending Argentines 
home. 

Julien Green plans to visit Ger- 
many. 

George Oppen at the Club Fau- 
bourg. 

Harry and Eddie Pilcer at Fou- 
quet’s. 

Pearl White meeting friends from 
Egypt. 

Al Green 
Baiety. 

Lora 
Watan. : 

Winnie Sheehan not being inter- 
viewed, 

Susan Spencer a good looking 
pianist. 

Rufus King coming over with his 
mother. 


complaining of the 


Hays playing at Pathe 


Mary Ellen Pollock back from 
Riviera. 

Pearl White at the Montmartre on 
RB party. 

Eric de Regnier to Germany and 
‘Austria. . 

Mildred Morris at the Tour 
a’ Argent. 

Jacques Copeau planning to open 
@ theatre. 

Count de Janze giving ritzy film 
phowings. 

Adele Astaire honeymooning on 
Continent. 


Lawrence, Drake bringing out his 
new book. 

The Grand Ecart to reopen as a 
Bpeakeasy. 

Jack Buchanan sunning himself 
at Antibes. 

Lloyd Corrigan last heard from 
in London. 

Giving double bills in Montpar- 
masse now. 

Pearl Shepheard is 
Hollywood. 

Kiki Hewlett listed for work at 
Paramount. 

Bill Brady a finicky smoker of 
cigars here. 

Corinne Griffith in the country for 
a few days. 

George Davis around Montpar- 
nasse again. 

Walter Lang giving a party at the 
Silver Ring. 

Nadja introducing young Ameri- 
oer ~noars, 
Hard to 
trade shows. 
Sweaters 
Montmartre. 

Lou Houser no longer sets time 
at Ritz Bar. 
Donald Davis and his wife en- 
joying Paris. 
Erskine Gwynne 
@round town. 
Blanche Hays opening her home 
at Dampierre. 
Gordon Pollock writing letters to 
the Mailbags. 
Walter Lang becoming a Mont- 
parnasse hero. 
Jack Hobby 
- Years’ absence. 
Charlie Gordon off to London to 
gee some stories. 
Louis Jouvet, legit actor-producer, 
to go to pictures. 
Vova Georges in 


going to 


get in at Paramount 


not welcomed at the 


still the man 


is back after two 


a huddle with 


Henry Bernstein. 

Saint-Granier to take three 
months’ vacation. 

Preston Sturgis at some of the 
exclusive parties. 

Luis Arnold going back to work 
on father’s ranch. 

Dolores came out for Tex 
Guinan’s farewell. 

Colette d'Arville back at new 


home for summer. 
Marcelle Chantal 

place for a month. 
Yvonne Hautain, 

Comedie Francaise 


to her country 


who left the 
two years ago 


to enter a convent, has now defi- 
nitely taken the veil. 

Clarence Brown giving out inter- 
views about Garbo. 
Musicians out to country 
Wanda Landowska.,. 
Corinne Griffith visiting the Louis 
Bromfields at Senlis. 

Gaby Morlay for new Achard play 
with Pierre Fresnay. 
Edmund See re-elected 
of the French cricks. 
Anibassadeurs opening one of the 
smartest of the year. 

That final cocktail party for Tex 
Guinan at the Boeuf. 
Tallulah Bankhead’s 
around the Continent. 
Mrs. Gilbert Miller taking a hasty 
look at her Paris flat. 

Jimmie Shields found on 
Riviera in the sunshine. 

They tell a few stories about Bill 
Riordan on the Riviera. 

George Jessel learning 
the gaming table tricks. 

Marion Harris may be 
over here for two weeks. 

Price cutting war starting in im- 
ported phonograph disks. 

Sacha Guitry reviving ‘Desire’ as 
a filler at the Madeleine. 

Lino Manzoni explaining the film 
situation to left bankers. 

Zuth Putnam Mason out of hos- 
pital and visiting friends. 

Robert Kane in turmoil trying to 
finish all films in 11 days. 

Mary Heaton preparing for an 
auction of her belongings. 

Paul Ainsworth among the 
sought after dinner guests. 

Clay Bassett sending everyone 
into panics with his stories. 

Hermann Shumlin looking for 
ideas here and in Germany. 

Claire Luce deciding to stay on 
the Riviera for another month. 

Glenway Westcott staying close 
to the Place St. Germain des Pres. 

Gilbert Miller in town for six 
hours, then on to Vienna and Buda- 
pest. 

Rosie Dolly Netcher nearly losing 
her dog, whilst greeted by Jennie on 
arrival. 

Joe Bamberger lunching at the 
Ritz with the Mrs., then back to 
London, 

Glenway Westcott not pleased 
over reception of his latest book in 
America. 

Count de Beaumont keeping prices 
up at the famous 44, rue de Bac 
apartments. 

Nadja giving a few dinner parties 
and going to see Colette Andris in 
her new act. 

Solange Bussi to meg plenty this 
summer and Natan to book some of 
her product. 

All the Boeuf sur le Toit crowd 
out in Auteuil at opening of new 
camera studio. 

Clotilde and Alexander Sakharoff 
in a successful dance recital at the 
Champs Elysees. 

Sandy Greenberger racing be- 
tween here and London, then off to 
Madrid to visit Rex Smith. 

Blanche Montel and Director Dia- 
mond Berger narrowly escaped 
roasting in an auto smash. 

Seymour Burns telling journalists 
that Americans are crazy for French 
films and looking at music catalogs. 

Robert Stern batting cinema crit- 
ically for Lee Dickson, who went 
to Bordeaux to handle dance mara- 
thon. 

Djuna 
Morris 
cutting 
sight. 

Norma Talmadge visiting the 
Fritz Kreislers in Berlin, then buy- 
ing a cottage in the Grunewald be- 
fore returning to Cannes. 

Albert Londres, famous French 
newspaperman, one of the missing 
after the burning of the ship bring- 
ing him back from the east. 

Maurice Dekobra, back from 
America, front paging how he dis- 
covered in a Broadway speakeasy 
Edna Ross, currently in ‘Face the 
Music.’ 


to hear 
president 


sister still 


the 


some of 


booked 


most 


Barnes yanking Lloyd 
around as protection and 
every newspaperman in 


Connecticut 


' Danbury gets first dime museum 
in years. 

Strand, Stamford, 
summer vaude. 

Palace theatre, Torrington, closed 
for summer. 

Vail's Ballroom, Peach Lake, near 
Danbury, opens. 

Five circuses visit western sec- 
tion in three weeks. 

Theodore Saidenberg 
summer at Winsted, 

Eustace L. Adams, novelist, sum- 
mering at Harwinton. 

Greenwich folks now have private 
phone connection with Capitol at 
Port Chester, N. Y. 

Myrtle Nelson, dancer, and Vic- 
tor *‘Vittenstein, both of New York, 
married at Greenwich. 

Injunction prevents opening of 
‘Private Lives’ with Jacqueline Lo- 
gan at Masque, Stamford. 

Ringling Circus hires local bill- 
posters for work in Waterbury to 
sidestep usual flock of attachments. 

Efrem Zimbalist and wife, Alma 
Gluck, at New Hartford summer 
home until September, when they 





inaugurates 


passing 





sail for Japan, 


Berlin 


By Max Magnus 
Szoeke Szakall in Milano. 
Herman Vallentine now 60. 
Joseph Coboeken 50 years old. 
Fritz Lang plans to go to America. 


Julius Falkenstein working in 
Paris. 
Rosy Barsony signed for a year 


by Ufa. 

Kurt Robitscheck back from the 
Riviera. 

Seymour Nebenbarl negotiating in 
London. 

Mady Christians on guest tour in 
Holland. 


Henry W. Kahn for a cure in 


| Karlsbad. 


Harry Piel in Paris for the open- 
ing of his picture. 

Lil Dagover in Vienna playing in 
Kalman's operetta. 

George R. Canty 
German authorities. 


here late this summer. 

Rudolf Nelson has nite club ideas 
at the Eden hotel in fall. 

Cabaret performer, Elsie Ward, 
tried to commit suicide. 

Emil Jannings invited by Stans- 
lasky to guest-play in Moscow. 

Friedrich Zelnik to make a pic- 
ture with the Paris clowns, Fratel- 
lini. 

Lilian Harvey’s contract went to 
Winnie Sheehan in Paris for signa- 
ture. 

J. Raymond Price, RKO’s Euro- 
pean representative, fond of Luna 
Park. 

Alban Berg, Austrian composer, 
did the music for Frank Wedekind’s 
‘Lulu,’ play. 

Lucy Hoeflich has signed for next 
season with the Hamburg Kammer- 
spiele theatre. 

Ludwig Hofmann, baritone, flew 
for one day’s playing from London 
to Berlin and back. 

Max Pallenberg and Fritz Kort- 
ner had to give up guest playing in 
the German provinces. 

Friedrich Hollaender had to halt 
his tour with his nite club, “Tingel- 
tangel.’ Not so much business. 

Johnny Moebius, for many years 
co-operator of Schwannecke, plans 
to become owner of a nite club. 

Louise Dumont, German actress 
and co-owner of the Duesseldorf 
Schauspielhaus theatre, died at 70. 

Asta Nielsen back home to Den- 
mark. Her husband, Grigori 
Chmara, is to work with Stanis- 
lawski in Russia. ; 

Erik Charell has for his new Lon- 
now revue, ‘Cassanova,’ the soubret 
Grete Natzler, the dancer Mirianne 
Winkelstern, and Tamara Desni. 

Emmy Sturm and her husband, 
the banker Steinberg, to The Hague. 
They have rented the Princes 
Shouwburg theatre for guest plays 
there. 

Conradt Veidt probably with 
Fritzi Massary in Strauss’ operetta, 
‘Eine Frau, die weiss, was sie will’ 
(‘A Woman Who Knows What She 
Wants’). Opening in fall. 


Jersey Shore 


By Wes Nolte 





Biz not so bad. 

Jack Mason around, 

Plenty of pitchmen around. 

Archery ranges are coming back. 

Liberty theatre, Freehold, trying 
vaude. 

Florence Pawley now at Allen- 
hurst. 

, Gambling of all kinds getting a 
good play. 

Latest for thrill seekers is motor 
cycle polo. 

Hagenbeck - Wallace at 
Branch June 24. 

Charles K. Champlain writing a 
meller this time. 

Robert Spero (Uncle Robert), a 
Long Branch week-ender. 

John Markow, cartoonist, %t Mid- 
dletown from Manasquan. 

Bea Sisters, of vaude, 
dancing school at Belmar. 

Roger Pryor and the missus from 
Long Branch to Denver by auto. 

Johnny O’Connor, Waring’s band 
booker, takes a Fair Haven cottage. 

Charles Jelm, of Nick and Patsy, 
WLWL, summering at Belford and 
commuting. 

George F. Morris, artist, busy 
writing letters to local rags defend- 
ing the 18th Amendment. 

Sea Bright Beach Club, one of 
the Shore’s swankiest, will be with- 
out an orchestra this season. 

Arthur Pryor, Sr., acting as judge 
of an American Legion fife and 
drum contest at Asbury Park. 

Victor LeValley, who once wrecked 
a typewriter of the Hartford ‘Times,’ 
now at Long Branch penning a 
novel. 

Tony Sharabba, once of the Dan 
Fitch minstrels, now giving cuts 
instead of taking them. He’s a 
barber at Red Bank. 

Morton Mencher managing the 
Holly wood hotel, Long Branch. For- 
merly promoted boxing and_ op- 
erated a nite club at Lakewood. 

Bishop James Cannon and Hall 
Johnson's colored choir, a Julv 


Long 


open a 





booking at the Ocean Grove aud. 


understood by 


Publix’s Sam Katz expected over 








The Freiburg passion play, Aug. 
8-12, 
Some open nite spots. Deal Inn, 


Deal; ‘Tick’ Wardell’s ork at Ross- 
Fenton Farms, Asbury Park; Henry 
King band and show, Club Lido, 
Sea Girt; Joe Chickene and show, 
Chelsea’ Club, Long Branch; Leo 
Lazaro, Log Cabin Inn, Long 
Branch; Willard Rodman band, the 
Rendezvous, Belmar; Al Lang band 
and show, San Remo, Long Branch; 
Hlarry Warren band, Vivian John- 
son’s, Monmouth Beach; Al Holiday 
ork, Shark River Hills Club, Shark 
River; the Coquettes (girl band), 
Sea Girt Inn, Sea Girt. 





Buenos Aires 


By Harry E. Goldflam 

‘Shanghai Express’ still biggest 
hit. 

‘Frankenstein’ 
nearly a month. 

Cold weather and more cash ow- 
ing to successful floating of Govt’s 
Internal Loan, 

‘Cuban Love Song’ (film) died at 
the Palace and Grand-Splendid, and 
replaced by Pola Negri’s ‘Woman 
Commands,’ also starved. 

Current pictures for lst week in 





still holding after 


May: ‘Man Who Played God,’ ‘Ar- 
sene Lupin,’ ‘Unholy Garden,’ 
‘Forbidden,’ ‘Possessed,’ ‘Wicked,’ 


‘Sooky.’ 

Students at Argentine Industrial 
School have formed the ‘Associa- 
tion of Argentine Cinematograph 
Technicians,’ aimed to stimulate de- 
velopment of local industry, 

Lauri Volpi, tenor, here. Opens 
gala performance ‘Aida’ at Munici- 
pal Colon. Gina Cigna is ‘Aida’ and 
other principals Luisa Bertana, Arg. 
mezzo-soprano; Victor Damiani, 
Uruguayan baritone. Franco Pao- 
lantonio conducts. 

‘Saturday to Monday,’ German 
talker, released here, brought cricks’ 
comment that film held too much 
‘dead nature.’ Referred to long 
shots of carpet, wall-stand, flower 
close-ups, meant to symbolize some- 
thing. Picture lasted as long as its 
title. 

United Artists released Spanish 
film, ‘Sonadores de Gloria,’ literally 
‘Dreamers of Glory,’ at San Martin 
theatre at pop prices. It’s sort of 
a Spanish travelog illustrating 
Spain’s valor and all that. Should 
click and getting plenty of pub- 
licity. 





- San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 





Homer Curran’s in. 

Frank Shaw headed Renoward. 

Virginia Spencer on a long rest 
for her health. 

Bob Haines thinks he'll never get 
used to this Frisco fog. 

Front Porch, Powell street cafe, 
folded after a few weeks. 

Freddie Heathcote’s a bach while 
the frau vacations in Los. 

Bill Wolff still broiling in the 
memory of that Chicago sun. 

RKO switches Don George from 
console of the Orph to Golden Gate. 

Distinguished looking Irving Ack- 
erman piloting a Ford down Film 
Row. 

Frank Dolliver, grandfather of 
Jackie and Robert Coogan, died last 
week. 

Jean Armand, accompanied by the 
wife and year-old babe, ahead of 
Eddie Peabody. 

Location of Emil Umann’s pub- 
licity office is sometimes very dis- 
concerting to him. 

The boys calling Cecil Underwood 
‘mister’ now that he’s assistant 
chief announcer for NBC. 

George Cunningham and Billy 
Hansen have retired to the Ole 
Hansen rancho at San Clemente. 

The Eddie Peabodys finally got 
their swanky new chariot and will 
travel balance of their F&M tour in 
state. 

Foster & Kleiser did a huge fac- 
simile of Rube Wolf on the War- 
field wall, painting the Rube with a 
schnozzle 12 feet long. 

Sunday night hoofing at Hotel St. 
Francis bringing more coin than 
usual Monday eve affairs despite no 
publicity for the Sabbath venture. 





The Hague 





Lobsters so cheap now being ped- 
dled in streets. 

Ufa-film ‘Swei 
Schlag’ a big hit. 

Nel Stants, o-¢ of Holland’s lead- 


Herzen und ein 


ing actresses, has left the stage. 
Now in Paris. 

Heat wave after Whitsuntide 
spoiled indoor amusements but a 
boon to the Colonial Exhibition. 

Fritz Hirsch company has left 
Holland, only returning here for 
shert tours. Business has been 
pretty bad. 


Emir Feisal from Hedjaz paid a 
short visit to Holland and was re- 


ceived by Queen Wilhelmina with 
sreat pomp. Arrived and left by | 
air. 


London 


Leonard Leibling off to Berlin 
Professor Phelps of Yale over. 
Backhaus present for expositions, 
Jack Payne making talker tests 
Clarence Dillon on a periodic 
visit. 
Mrs. William E. Corey over 
Paris. r he 





Andre Maurois tripped in from 
France. 

.Carlyle Blackwell back from the 
Riviera. 


Arthur Jarratt still lunches at the 
Kit Cat. 

Jones’s is now actors all night 
hangout. 

Amelia Earhardt shopping at 


Selfridge’s. 

Otto Kahn here and can’t stand 
saxophones. 

Early morning coffee replacing 
the tea habit. 

Benita Hume hailed by some as 
the lavest star. 

New suites at Claridge’s clearing 
up big grosses. 

Ivor Novello 
tional moments. 

Madam E. Gerhardt, 
gracing London. 

There’s a Press Aero Club at 
Brooklands now. 

Basil Rathbone 
back to England, 

Monty Banks back again to make 
products for WB. 

Freddie Lamport in harness again 
after long illness. 

Kreisler in that favorite erill 
room seat again. 

Marrice Browne off to Continent 
for three months. 

Victor Sheridan in a 
vaud film huddle. 

Phyllis Neilson-Terry 
raves for her ‘Olivia.’ 

Charles B. Grace in town with a 
financial deal pending. 

Elizabeth Pollock impersonations 
now at private parties. 

Amy Johnson. drifted to Glasgow 
on aviation lecture tour. 


discussing emo- 


the singer, 


wants to come 


general 


drawing 


Sonja Henie, femme _ skating 
champ, giving exhbitions. 
Wardour street worried about 


threatened new import tax. 

Leaked out ‘Wings Over Europe’ 
has settled down to $150 average a 
performance. 

Parnell & Zeitlin have not entire- 
ly given up ‘Revudeville’ idea for 
the West End. 

Daphne Pollard offered two weeks 
London Pavilion, but $600 per week 
out of question. 

Charles Gulliver, whose hobby is 
owning race horses, had two nomi- 
nations in the Derby. 

They intend changing those sec- 
ond act turns every week in 
‘Party,’ at the Strand. 

Lots of theatrical personalities at 
100 Hosts Dinner organized by 
Marchioness Carisbrooke, 

Hassard Short dining at the 
Berkeley hotel with Gina Malo, 
Glenn Ellyn and Billy Strawman. 

London Pavilion electric. sign, 
‘Continuous Vaudeville,’ cost over 
$20,000, but the most attractive in 
town. 

Equity Benevolent Fund concert 
at the Palladium grossed around 
$2,000. Event will now be annual 
affair, - 

Naughton Wayne’s gag about the 
Pavilion Angels is that the wings 
were removed because they were 
overdressed. 

Sir Walter Gibbons intends to re- 
vert to Cine-Variety at Leicester 
Square in September. Doubtful if 
theatre will linger that long. 

‘Bunny’ Warren taking legal ac- 
tion against Walter Gibbons for 
losing managerial job at Leicester 
Square. Claims has contract with 
Sir Walter. 





Montreal 


Tourist camps deserted. 

Box lacrosse a near flop. 

Gilbert Ghewey to Banff. 

Swelter weather hits town. 

Severe betting slump at races. 

Lionel Shapiro horseback riding. 

First year in decade no circus 
here. 

George Nicolas strengthening po- 
sition. 

Local radio programs 'way off par 
lately. 

Bob Parson handing out no wine 
ners yet. 

Jim McDonagh kidding the wres- 
tlers along. 

Chez Maurice only local cabaret 
doing fair biz. 

King’s’ Birthday 
wrecked by rain. 

Abbie Wright glad to he resting 
from theatre biz. 

Jimmy Adams counting the flock 
Sunday afternoons. 

Frank Cott orchestra at Maples 
negotiating with CKAC, 

Harold Moon taxies to Ottawa at 
$117, but settles for $30. 

Blue Bonnets to put on ladies’ 
race, never yet seen here. 

First time in local racing admis- 
sion free, but King’s park starving. 

Shriners lit up town Saturday 
and bettered liquor commission biz 

United Amusement Corp., oper- 
ating 19 nabe houses, putting en- 
tire staff on two weeks’ vacation 
without pay. 

Churches and schools 
biz showing regular 


holiday (3) 


doing bis 
pictures t 


0 





children under 16 and charging 1° 
cents admission. Theatre men 
barred from same action under 


‘ provincial law. 
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Tuesday, June 7, 1932 





TIMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 








Broadway 


Gene Fursa suddenly off to Coast. 
Fannie Brice does card tricks and 





tells. 

Ed Dubinsky took off for Kansas 
City. 

Pretzel vendors the latest on 42nd 
street. ; : 

Bernice Claire is taking flying 
lessons. 

Al Melnick may Coast it this 


summer. 

Russ Moon got all that tattooing 
while a sailor. 

Bernie Hart has 
for che summer, 

Frank McCoy, legit stager, direct- 
ing tests for Fox. 

John Golden okay after numercus 
cuts in motor smash. 

Charlie Williams around 
after a lengthy illness. 

Alice Hughes winces at the word 
Russia and wears black. 

Sylvia Sidney walking 
Broadway unrecognized. 

Mike Mindlin to Europe to spear 
bizarre foreign pictures. 

Ira Gershwin has a reserve easel 
and palette at Red Oaks, N, J. 

Jack Meredith is buying up stock 
in the belief that now’s the time. 

It didn’t take Bert Wheeler long 
to go ABC (Atlantic Beach Club). 

That Jack Pannan mustache has 
gone despite razor blade economy. 

H. F. O’Dell to spend that forced 
Paramount vacash writing a play. 

Fred Mack still making frequent 
trips to New England to book vaude 
acts. 

Billy Lahiff’s 
on West 48th 
cooled. 

Virginia Smith is now dunking 
cookies for her peke, and the mutt 
likes it. 

Matty Zimmerman, of Leblang’s, 
off to German resorts for those 
waters. 

Marty Herman back after one of 
the longest trips around the world 
on record. 

A mixed two-act is now 
with a man and woman 
in opinions. 

Rugs have disappeared from those 
hotel size reception floors in Publix 
headquarters. . 

George Gerhard finally got away 
on vacation, going to his summer 
home in Conn. 

The Warner Club holds its annual 


left New York 


again 


down 


Tavern restaurant 
street is now air 


a turn 
who differ 


outing June 22 at Karatsonyi’s, 
Glenwood, L. IL. 
Leo Fitzgerald now orders his 


sandwiches with ‘a slice of Woolsey’ 
between crusts. 

Arthur Cohen, Publix operative 
in Canada, in town on one of his 
perennial visits. 

Claude Saunders renewing ac- 
quaintances following a protracted 
spell in Chicago, 

Charlie Ejinfeld, the portly pilot, 
now trying to beat 58 minutes from 
44th street to Larchmont. 

Chic Goldman of The Stable opens 
the Chateau Madrid on Merrick road 
at Lynbrook, L. 1, June 9. 

Tammany Young couldn’t crash 
the RR’s so promoted the fare for 
another crack at Hollywood. 

The Borrah Minevitches didn’t 
come back with the Roxy-Beck 
party with whom they sailed. 

Jack Flinn, now a Hollywood 
agent, came into New York late 
last week for a couple of days. 

Mother and father of Paul Stew- 
art, legit actor, celebrated their 25th 
wedding anniversary last week. 

Selma Robinson to Westport to 
tell about the N. Y. Repertory The- 
atre’s summer Westport doings. 

If that Hollywood theatre-Harry. 
Ricmhuan deal goes through, Saul 
Abrahams may be general manager. 

Horace Jackson and E. H. Griffith 
having o.0..4d ‘Animal Kingdom’ for 
pre-Radio screening are westward 


, ho! 


Phone call to b. o. where new 
show opened asking if performance 
was continuous. Funny because a 
flop. 

W. D. Hirschensohn, operating the 
Ritz, Albany, Ga., back to the home 
town after contacting distribs on 
film deals. 

The 47th street layoffs and race- 
track hangers-on are pooling quar- 
ters for dope sheets and borrowing 
bucks for bets. 

-Ililsey Raines’ finger, that got 
in‘o « bottle explosion, now laid up 
from burns contracted when he 
tried to play cook. 

Temple Ezrath Israel, on west 
47th street, serving the theatrical 
profession, holds its memorial! serv- 
ices Saturday (11). 

Times Square. office’ building 
managers sending people to other 
buildings soliciting rentals at re- 
duced rates and concessions. 

Lyons & Lyons now have a tele- 
type machine in the N. Y. office. 
Sam squawks that Arthur, on the 
Coast, has no conscience and is 
running wild with telegrams just to 
see if it works. 


Reno 





Lina Basquette going 
six weeks or more here. 

Snowstorm in mountains 
Decoration Day tourists in 
storage. 

Frank Shaw, once m.c. at Coffee 


to spend 


puts 
cold 


Dan's in San Francisco, at the lo- | 


cal Silver Slipper. 


Grand jury still probing rackets, | 


and boys are walking around on hot 


coals 
pop. su t48 

Prohibition office shoots crew to 
Las Vegas during Democratic con- 


wondering what’s going 


to 


vention there, but liquor supply 
was plentiful and handy. 

Governor acquires two new 10- 
gallon hats and pair of chaps in 
preparation for leading rodeo pa- 


rades here and in California. 
Leaping Lena Levy and her box- 


ing brother, King Levinsky, give 
town the once over before going 


into training for July 4 scrap with 
Max Baer. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Dr. Sikorsky has left the Lodge. 

Write to those you know who are 
ill. 

George Harmon walking the hall- 
ways now. 

Fred Rith sitting up, and is that 
boy happy. 

Ray English, announcer of WNBZ, 
a san caller. 

Sadie Banks here 
and sanning. 

Harry English now held down to 
less exercise. 

Ethel Barrymore 
one-nighter here. 

Bert Ford will tear street it for 
about twag weeks. 

Dr. Sam Warson (Montreal) new 
house medico here. 

Dolph Singer back ozoning after 
two weeks of N. Y. 

Martha Growald back 
after N. Y. for a month. 

‘Hot from Harlem,’ revue, gave a 
performance at the lodge. 

Stock musical comedy flirting 
with this town for the summer. 

Sign in speak: ‘A few more beer 
parades, then where will you go”’ 

With the Palace four-a-day, they 
Could call Broadway ‘Grind way.’ 

Patricia Stover has left the in- 
firmary. Now on the all up routine. 

Fred Buck back from Gotham 
feeling oke. Fishing between cures. 

Mae Delany now up for short in- 
tervals with an occasional outdoor 
ride. 

Ethel Jones trying to outdo Kate 
Smith on added weight. Fine re- 
covery. 

Helen O’Reilly gone Big Street for 
month’s vacash. Will Gimbel and 
Saks it. 

Dorothy Harvard up at intervals. 
Great comeback after two years of 
a bed siege. 

Joe Lang, Clancy cottage, gets the 
big outdoor okay. Now on unlim- 
ited exercise. 

Tommy Vicks nearly ready for 
that job thing. Leaving for Boston 
for a vacash., 

Louis Rheingold of Clancy cot- 
tage, Trudeau, N. Y., okayed for 
downtown talkers. 

George Neville bringing in plenty 
of fish, and he keeps ’em alive to 
prove he caught ’em. 

Frank Garfield left for Dover, 
N. H., for a summer run of curing. 
Might return in the fall. 

John Louden sporting a flock of 
added exercise. Mrs. John also at 
her best. She is a downtowner. 

Danny Murphy gets added exer- 
cise and 100% okay report. Wife 
and daughter week-ending with him. 

WNBZ has added Murray Salet as 
a singer. All other programs dur- 
ing weekly broadcast are canned 
music. 

James Williams is New York and 
Staten Island bound for about 10 
days, then returns to the ozone 
country. 

Andrew Molony at 87 Broadway. 
Just finished a two-day route with 
Russ Kelly playing Lake Placid and 
Ausable Forks. 

Jack Nicoll in and out of general 
hospital due to serious setback. 
Second breakdown in month, but 
holding his own. 

Semi-annual check up now on and 
official report due soon. General 
analysis of patients via Drs. Mayer, 
Wilson and Warson. 

Lilly Leonora a little indisposed 
but bearing up like a_ veteran. 
Three years of constant fighting 
makes her the grittiest battler of 
the san. 

Fred ‘Bones’ Bachman, after a 
three-year silence on talk, gets the 
100% oke on wind pipe condition. 
Swell comeback and out weekly on 
auto drives. 

Dr. Edgar Mayer, director of the 
N. V. A. lodge, addresses the Syra- 
cuse Academy of Medicine and 
Alpha Omega medical fraternity— 
and were their faces red. 

Bert Ducky, just returned from 
Europe, now pianoing at the Over- 
look Inn aiding the warbles of Butch 


week-ending 
her 


canceled 


at lodge 





Menken much taken up in the wel- 
fare of the lodge. 


George Harmon fainted in his room. 
Ben Shaffer ran down two 





yelled: ‘Is there a doctor in the 


| house?’ 


During a meeting of over 200 
physicians at the N. V. A. lodge, } 


flights | 
of stairs into the meeting room and | 





Ottawa 


Donat Paquin, owner of Laurier 
theatre, elected alderman of Hull. 


booked U. S. Marine Band for 
tawa Fair week Aug. 22. 

Eddie (Citizen) Baker appointed 
steward of the Connaught Park 
Jockey Club amid plaudits. 

Paddy (Avalon) Nolan gives the 
natives a newspaper test on trade 
slogans to boost ‘Hotel Continen- 
tal.’ 

Frank C. Badgley has been talk- 
ing to film leaders regarding the 
Imperial Economic Conference here 
in July. 

Governor General and Countess of 
Bessborough saw a picture at last. 
Attended private showing of ‘Royal 
Remembrances.’ 

Joan Arnoldi publicly criticized 
Judge Garrow’s judgment dismiss- 
ing combine charges against Cana- 
jdian film companies. 

3ecause of union trouble Don 
(Centre) Stapleton withdraws Win 
Phillips’ stage band on second day 
and apologizes to public. 

Emmett Moore flew from New 
York to attend the 25th anniversary 
of the ordination of his brother, 
Very Rev. Denis Finnegan. 

Mayor Allen’s residence damaged 
xy fire during Ottawa Clean-Up 
Week. Committee Chairman Fitz- 
simmons had fire same week last 


Hollywood 


Jose Mojica won’t tour this sum- 
mer. 

Spencer Tracy now living in Bev- 
erly Hills. 

George O’Brien buys a couple of 
more horses, 

Elizabeth Borton here again 
the Boston ‘Herald.’ 

Anne Marlow has a daily change 
ci white bathing suits. 

Mervyn LeRoy has relieved Lewis 
Stone of a 65-foot yacht. 

Sam Coslow seen driving around 
with a broken winshield. 

Lionel Atwill and his wife are mo- 
toring back to New York. 

Ronald Colman back after tennis- 
ing a week at Del Monte. 

Jerry Horwin claims he is the best 
dressed man in Hollywood. 

L. J. Selznick out and around 
efter his serious sick spell. y 

Hotel doors are wide open for 
tourists, but they no come. 

Sam Jaffe has a pin marble game 
in his home to entertain guests. 

Ralph Bellamy using pick and 
shovel for a new badminton court. 

Phil Goldstone moves his financ- 
ing offices to International studios. 

Tired of acting and writing, 
Ralph Graves is after a supervisor's 
job. 

Olympic Games decorations being 
put up with the games six weeks 
away. 

Zoila Conan, stage and screen 
player, now calling herself Susan 
‘Talbot. 

Dave Bershon says he heads the 
only theatre circuit that is making 
money. 

Art Schwartz to Frisco to land a 


Ot- 





for 


single Witmark plug with Anson 
Weeks. 
Columbia conventionites saw 


nothing but the inside of the Am- 
bassador. 

James MeGuinness and Gene 
Fowler talk nothing but Park Row 
together. 

Ralph Graves has written a play 
about Hollywood, taking the town 
seriously. 

Harold Berg, formerly with the 
Loew circuit in New York, looking 
for a connection. 

Howard Strickling will not vaca- 
tion unless he takes his phonograph 
and radio with him. 

Ten carloads of material from the 


closed Long Island studio arrived 
here for Paramount. 


after three 
Sought a 


Nichols here 

in New York. 
New England. 
Pidgeon back after a six 
absence. Says he’s been 
voice in Chicago. 


Dudley 
months 
farm in 

Walter 
months’ 
studying 





Knabe. Ducky was with Wesley Al Green so anxious to learn the 
Eddy and the Five Dales. outcome of preview on ‘Dark Horse’ 
Helen Menken ogled the sanjhe phoned in from London. 
while paying a personal visit to | Leslie Banks bitten in that place 
Frisco DeVere. Latter much better! by a Great Dane used in his picture 
| since her recent operation. Miss Half hour's pi oduction delay. 
| Al Levy, the tavern man, had the 


| West Side 
lautograph his clean napkin. 
Doug Fairbanks, Jr., has a 
| lection of turtles and other reptiles 
lin built quarters his 
local home. 

Solly Violinsky’s 
in Las Vegas, but 


co)l- 


at 


Specialy 


reported 
around 


gchost 
io one 


Asthma and Riding Club | 


these parts has heard from the old- 


Loop 





timer lately. 

Parking stations selling 
ear dealers for new car 
Salesmen hustle everybody 
an old heap. 


space to 


parking 





Robert W. Weller has offered to Santa Barbara beginning to get 
lease his Trenton Capitol because|@ big play from picture execs as a] 
of ill health. week-end hideaway. Hotels there- | 

Ernie Geyer, exploiting for ‘Grand fore poosting rates. ' 

Hotel,’ mistaken for Fred Bancroft With Douglas Fairbanks’ south 
on loeal streets | sea film .being edited, actor-pro- 
lay i” ie laol er for le > 

Oscar Hanson staged farewell for | ace : ; ae aa a m yee poe ae a 

mie nin to pet Mt 1ine picture < ‘ 
Arthur (Gé 2 he atter |, 
ee ge ed! Lee when latter |his name on the marquee. 
sailec or Engiand, George Cohan took his customary 
Manager Herb McElroy has | constitutional the second day he ar- 


rived. Walked from the Ambassa- | 
dor hotel to the Paramount studio, 
about four miles, including the ter- 
ritory covered when he got lost. 
Roy Scott, director, and Ira Mor- 


will film atmospheric shots for an 
adventure short on the island of 
Macaos. : 

To avoid having any of the local 
previewers take a crack at his un- 
finished picture, Harold Lloyd won't 
tell where the preview of ‘Movie 
Crazy’ is te be held until he boards 
a car and tells the rest of his staff 
to follow. 


Toronto 
Al Trahan lauding Canada. 
Marco (F-M) Wolff in town. 
Doug Eppes endorsing cigzgies. 
Greg Clarke fishing in Quebec. 
N. L. Nathanson to London, Eng. 


Alice White in town with Sid 
Bartlett. 

Mary Lowrey Ross hits’ the 
SEPost with a short. 


Reg Stewart packs his baton and 
heads for Paris. 

Police yanking race track 
and anchor players. 

Anne Laurie readying a five-char- 
acter bit a la Draper. 

Ted Reeve out as ‘Tely’ 
scribe and into sports. 

Tom (Uptown) Daley to St. John 
for two weeks’ vacation. 

Redferne Hollinshead kome 
the big town for a holiday. 

Saida Gerrard wiggles back home 
after a year with Mary Wigman. 

Edward H. (Of Thee I Sing) 
Robbins played stock here for years. 

Jeanne Dusseau gets next season 
contract with Cincinnati orchestra. 

Jacob Ben-Ami coming up to do 
two weeks in Yiddish at the Stand- 
ard, 

Gord Sinelair, globe trotting 
scribe, poking holes in the Halibur- 
ton Taj Mahal tales. 

Thorncliffe gee-gees run $15 up to 
$1,708 for Bill Williams and $5 to 
$569 for Marie Perry. 

Jack Giordmaine working on In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Magi- 
cians to hold next convention here. 

Frank Chamberlain’s ‘ive broth- 
ers and six sisters have to punch a 
time clock when they come home at 
night. 

That red carpet which is laid for 
the Governor-General when he at- 
tends the Royal is borrowed from 
Eaton's. 

Marjorie White, whose ‘Hot-Cha’ 
program note says ‘she comes from 
the wilds of Canada,’ was born in 
Toronto. 


crown 


drama 


from 


‘Telegram’ steals first base by 
grabbing Alice (‘World-Teley’) 
Hughes’ Russian series after ‘Star’ 


announces Fred Griffen ocean- 


bound for Soviet expose. 





- Columbus 


By Walt Harvest 


Fritz Howell back on the job. 
Bob French seen everywhere. } 
J. M. Jacobs just won't lose a talk- 


cisplays. | 
i 


} Benny Rubin 


gan, cameraman, have, left the 
Philippines for Hong Kong They | 


Mike Marco a two-day visitor. 

Louie Lipstone on a Detroit talent 
hop. 

Bill Pine hankers after a nut 
farm. 

Jackie Fields’ glimmer on the 
mend, 

Charlie Hogan to the beach—and 
a sunburn! 


Thoda Cocroft back from a New 
York fortnight 
Bern Bernard 
kind radio 
Barney Balaban 
ference in the east. 
Charlie Kurtzman 
Indianapolis. 
Kettering 
fame, 
blowing 
this week. 
Ace and 
for a vacash. 
radio in Tommy 
on a co-op basis. 
| Benny Pollock heads east 
after a spell of Minneapolis. 
Mike Donovan was the person- 
ality b. o. man with ‘Scandals.’ 
Jack Waldron getting ready 


lcoking for any 


of set 


back from con- 


took a flying 
rip to 
Ralph 


+} 


taking his fam- 


1. hall 
Pah aa 
west after 
ithe Palace 
Goodman 
readying 
| That 
| office is 


the missus 


Burchill’s 


again 


for 


| that long postponed honeymoon. 
Joe Lewis’ stooge can’t remember 
| the name of the girl he married. 

| Frank Gillmore expected in for 
|}his annual visit to midwest prov- 
| inces. 

| College Inn switches its celeb 


| nights from Thursdays to Wednes- 


| days. 
Berta Ochsner readying a pro- 
|}duction group for a tour to the 
Coast. 


Murray Browne moved his dance 


studio back to the old Wayburn 
layout. 

Aaron Saperstein has quit voicing 
opinions on any of the exhibitor 
problems. 

Gene Howard and the inevitable 
cane strolling around without 
brother Willie. 

Freddy Martin talking himself 
silly trying to convince local club 
gals that double features are un- 


constitutional or something. 

Eddie Emmerson, the ‘Baron’ 
himself, blew in from New York to 
break in a brand new layoff. 

New England 

Stage band 
in the pan, 

Vera Stevens has returned for the 
summer at Provincetown, Mass. 

Joe Pelkey opens ‘Art Market’ at 
Provincetown, Mass., and it’s on the 
wharf. 

Salem, N. H., 
auto racing on 
ingham Park. 

Mona Dobson teaching terpsichore 
at Worcester, Mass., as aftermath to 
her vaude days, 

Dick Turner, dropping cares of 
AP in Washington, for vacation at 
Provincetown, Mass. 

Eddie Desrosiers engaged for sec- 
ond summer as featured organist at 
Hiyannis, Mass., theatre. 

Albany's Variety mugg, Henry 
Retonda, and the missus were holi- 
day guests in Providence. 

Frank H. Kingman, manager of 
the New England Fair, appointed 
manager of White City Park, 
Worcester, Mass. 

Edward D. Hayes laid up in hos- 
pital. Fell into a 20-foot cement 
ash well in the rear of the State 
theatre, Milford, Mass. > 

Earl Davis, demon Lynn news 
hound, rescued by firemen when 
trapped on roof while covering the- 
atre fire at Marblehead, Mass. 

Plymouth, vaudfilms, Worcester, 
Mass., will continue one-night 
stands of legit plays with more fre- 
quent shows than in past season. 

Henry Hull, Spring Byington, 
Horace Braham and Robert Allen 





tryouts merely flash 


officials sanction 
Sundays at Rock- 


| added to players for summer stock 


at the 
Mass. 

Municipal concerts in Springfield, 
Mass., are off. City finance com- 
mittee tichtening purse-strings. 
Therefore $50,000 organ will remain 
silent. 


Cape Playhouse, Dennis, 





J. Real Neth still missing from the 
old haunts 





fest. , : : ot or Maria Ouspenskaya to conduct 
Klein Roberts says it must be In- | drama season at Putney, Vt. in 
<7 Walsh again is ‘the mz — July. Aides include Richard Bole- 
sill Walsh again is ‘the man about! siavsky and Martha Graham, the 
own. 1: ve 
_ o - daancer. ‘. 
Pete Woods town's leading note | Mrs. Helen EF. Stevens of Swamp- 
writer. Dal ‘ ; P | scott, Mass., was awarded a divorce 
4] f 0 4 gz ae) (r7 . ‘ > m 
Bill ; alton going in for organ) iy Salem probate court from Robert 
concerts. qe ‘ » ‘ 
H. Stevens, Lynn musicker. Couple 
Harrold Eckert missed and re-|. . anc 
membered wed in 1929. - = 
5 . Peabody Mass., Theatre Guild 


(amateurs) formed to present shows 


iek Fial} - j sirwe 4 'to raise money for the benefit of 

wages —— ae 7 See See the city’s une mployed. Has 100 

Bernie Gardner still heads the would be thespians. « . 
lclass of funsters. George A. Murphy, 0, radio 
| Jack Tritsch goes native with! Crooner, arre sted in Lynn, Mass., on 
| garden and all that. | charge of stealing a slipper from 
How they welcomed John Todd; ™ h of four girls when he accosted 
ueait te =f oreo Ai them on the street. He denied it, 

tusty Parker and his boys off on but the girls identified him. 
their usual summer tour. Gangsters tried to shake down a 

First local tab, the ‘Star,’ appears carnival concession operaton in 
lIssued Saturday nights only. Springfield, Mass., by threatening to 
| Vie Jory the most sought after | wres Kk business and injure the man 
land partied attraction in months. unless he forked over money. Police 
Town prepares for annual inter- called and 18 toughs arrested, 
national 1.A.T.S.F. convention here Nantucket, Mass., theatre will 
i} June 6. open stock season July 6 William 
Isham Jones packs ‘em on cecond Miles, director, and Eva M Fry 
lene-night stand here in less than) business manager. Cast includes 
|three weeks Betty Upthegrove, Eleanor Bedford, 
| Sunday editions of the Ohic State, Mary Ward, John Gordon, J. Sayer 
\ ‘Journal’ and the ‘Dispatch’ merged Crawley, Maurice Wells and George 
into the Sunday ‘Journal-Dispatch. i Taylor, Jr. 
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New Haven 


By H. M. Bone 


Ray Trotta back in town. 

Drive on against local speaks. 

Dave Ferguson just rehearsing. 

All shore amusement spots open. 

What has become of Roy Ward? 
‘ Jimmie Odrich packs a stiff wal- 
op. 

Henry Busse organizing a golf 
tournament. 

Barney Rapp getting 
for RKO tour. 

Eddie Dolan now works 25 hours 
out of every 24. 

Floyd Stuart sporting a far away 
look in his eyes. 

Jack .srassil hobbies at pen-and- 
pencil cketching. 

Fernie Hynes announces a Janu- 
ary weddirg march. 

Joseph Pope Jones would walk a 
mile to see Tom Mix. 

Mrs. Eddie Weaver okay 
emergency appen op. 

What does Ike Lowenthal do 
through the summer? 

Bill Riley has given up handling 
elephants for chickens. 

Pete Conti cracked an arm in 
battle with Yale studes. 

Russ Spang’s offspring insists her 
pappy’s name is ‘Russell.’ 


band set 


after 


Looks like Dick Stott has re- 
joined the mountain goats. 
Sam Yaffe cellar champ among 


Par musician pool sharks. 

Margaret Reynolds hopped here 
all the way from Montreal. 

If Pete Coyle can promote that 
sign he'll head for Olympics. 

Frank Kelly pulling for revival 
of Publix units staged locally. 

Perry Dring goes for the Lake 
Placid territory in a big way. 

Would you call that stuff poetry 
that Eddie Weaver dashes off? 

To Joe Santley anc Harry Rosen- 
thal—how about those photos? 

Regina Morgan _in for holiday re- 
union at Rapp’s Pavilion Royal. 

Managers come and go at the 
Poli but Freddy Smith hangs on. 

Tony Acquarulo crashed the N. Y. 
Paramount, thanks to Marty Dale. 

Buddy Welcome, in _ knickers, 
mistaken for the Akron at anchor. 

Eddie Murphy has rented him- 
self just an old Spanish bungalow. 

They say George Duffy needs 
plenty aspirin each Tuesday morn. 

R. Halford Forster as guest di- 
rector of Parish Players currently. 

It’s a bum music committee that 
Abe Fried doesn’t find himself on. 

Ask Clyde Whitson the one about 
his mother-in-law and the fishing 
trip. 

Arthur chain execs and union 
strikers still calling each other 
names. 

Yale’s Grenfell Assn. brings Var- 
rick Frissell’s ‘Viking’ to town for 
reshov-ing. 

Margaret Sullavan stepped out of 
‘Heigh-Ho Everybody’ in middle of 
week's run. 

Dan Cummings ribbing Harvey 
Cocks about that Boston maypole 
conference. 

Why does a guy with name Eddie 
Murphy pick a Spanish bungalow 
for a home? 

Joe Grabois and Nate Rubin fight 
it out for discarded neckwear of 
ex-Poli mgr. 

Buddy Whitson, who mixes acro- 
batics with inventing, has short 
story ambitions. 

Jack Sanson’s weird combo of 
brown sport coat, white flannels— 
and an overcoat. 

Ralph McGowan, new Poli p. 2., 
is % brother of Jack who rewrote 
‘Heigh-Ho, Everybody.’ 

Harry Rosenthal fears long run in 
new show will become monotonous. 
Joe Santley tells him not to worry. 

Russell Rhodes, whose theatrical 
letter runs in Sunday ‘Register, 
drew society half-column on im- 
pending marriage. 


Salt Lake City 


Coconut Grove closes for sum- 
mer. 

Al G. Barnes’ circus did well here 
on two performances. 

No beer parade here. Nonetheless 
plenty at four for a slug, Pretzels 
gratis. 

Harry Golub has coppers selling 
‘Radio Patrol’ tickets, turning 50% 
to policeman’s welfare ass’n. 

Brass Rail newest night spot, 
combining dancehall, night club, 
Dutch lunch—near-beer attractions. 

‘Green Pastures’ June 17-18. 

Jack Kuminsky, Son-Art rep, try- 





ing to interest L. D. S. Church 
(Mormon) officials in ‘King of 
Kings’ for numerous wired ward 
houses. 


School authorities wonde: ing what 
to do with hundreds of highschool 
boys who normally work during va- 
cation. Civic organizations attempt- 
ing numerous baseball leagues to 
keep youngster’s occupied. 

Resorts open gates. Lagoon, with 
free dancing, features Jerry Beese- 


ley’s band. Saltair brings Marv 
Scott’s orchestra while the Old Mill 
returns Frank Cookson’s_ band. 


Cooksor played Cocoanut Grove all 
winter. 

Nam« of Governor George H. 
Dern pi oposed as Democratic candi- 
date for vice-president at the Utah 
Democratic convention last week. 
First time in history Utah has pro- 
duced a possible candidate for one 
of high national posts. 


Washington 


Wesley Eddy going in for imita- 
tions. 

Meyer Goldman given a birthday 
party. 

Freddie Sherman gets a welcome 
home party. 

French Strother 
odd moments. 

Ernest Hackett goes in for short 





doing fiction at 


story writing. 

Angie Ratto~on the radio in an 
Italian monolog. 

Capt. Jimmie Archibald back 


from Hollywood. 

Julian Baber writes a smart story 
on counterfeiters. 

Eddie Folliard starts a new series 
of political articles. 

Stoddard Taylor 
garden in Bethesda. 

Mary Newton, former lead, visits 
the National Players. 

Leona Powers has a government 
rose named in her honor. 

Charlie Pettijohn hobnobbing with 
the great and the near-great. 

Charlie Hamilton presides at the 
Old Timers’ annual banquet. 

James Keane, through with the 
boards, opens a collection agency. 


starts a rose 


Earle theatre has a_ baseball 
team, challenging Warner outfit. 
Arthur Sears Hennings gets a 


country place—out Rockville way. 

Martin Tobin to take over con- 
ecessions at the Chicago World's 
Fair. 

Disiree Harris lands A job as sec- 
retary to the National Theatre 
Players. 

L. Stoddard Taylor and his wife 
off to the country estate for the 
summer. 

Morton Milford takes up head- 
quarters in New York for aviation 
interests. 

Andy Kelley starts a campaign 
against the verbose phrase making 
of film trailers. 

Clifford Brooke playing his first 
role of the season with the National 
Theatre Players. 

Andrew R. Kelley tells Guy Won- 
ders to bring back Peter Higgins for 
a repeat performance. 

John Snider, Texas Barbeque 
King, on the way back to Amarillo, 
gets a send-off from Congress. 

Steve Cochran deluged with re- 
quests for jobs, the National Thea- 
tre Players doing good business. 

Rialto reopens June 3 with ‘Flame 
of Mexico,’ an independent, Rodney 
Collier staging a hot cha opening. 
Wesley Eddy opens an elaborate 
apartment at the Shoreham, and is 
fined $55 for breaking traffic laws. 
William Harryman Rapley books 
passage for the Land of the Mid- 
night Sun instead of Lake Spofford, 
N. H. 

Colonel Starling, White House 
Secret Service, mistaken for Jus- 
tice McReynolds—‘Good Morning, 
Judge.’ 

The Three Long Brothers, former 
Fox ushers, turned vaudeville hoof- 
ers, grab honors at the Ad Club 
Frolic. 

‘Bill’ Hilliar, press agent of the 
Model Slows of America, enter- 
tains the Washington Society of 
Magicians. 

Aivin Hall shows a bride and 
groom—Si Reagan and wife— 
through the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing. 


M-G-M camera crew in town 
shooting background for Lionel 
Barrymore’s next picture, ‘Public 


Life,’ a take-off on a Congressman. 

Owen Davis, Jr., leaves the ranks 
of the National Theatre Players and 
goes to Skowhegan, Me., summer 
home of his father, where there is 
also a theatre, and where Davis, Sr., 
is preparing Pearl S. Buck's best 
seller, ‘The Good Earth,’ for the 
stage. 

Sidney Skolsky, wondering why 
President Hoover has not been in- 
side a theatre since he moved to 
White House, finds this in history: 
‘George Washington, when he ran 
for President the second time, was 
severely criticized for attending the 
theatre too often.’ 





Phoenix 


By R. J. Rhodes 





Natives can’t figure it—mercury 
has not yet hit 110. 

They're still wondering what's be- 
come of Oscar Kantner. 

Robert C. Hall, manager for local 
daily, will trip to New York. 

Since Rialto dropped stage shows, 
D. J. Fisk is prop man at the Fox. 

Bill Turnbow, reporter for local 
daily, vacationing in Portland, Ore. 

Larry Grill, sports editor on local 
daily, convalescing from apendec- 
tomy. 

Arizona’s only tab paper now sell- 
ing for a penny. Started at three 
cents. 

Strand theatre did good first day 
with ‘The Law of Nature.’ Sex 
show, etc. 

Meeting of Fox managers in Ari- 
zona had Albert Stetson, div. man- 
ager, wielding the gavel. 

Wirt G. Bowman, prominent politi- 





eal figure in Arizona, now out of 


control of Agua Caliente corpora- 
tion. 

Sam B. Hough postals from Snow- 
flake, Ariz., that he soon expects to 
talk to himself. -He’s on a sheep 
ranch. 

Several misses will try out for 
F-M jebs here soon. Being trained 
by Ruth Freethy, local dance in- 
structor. 

Walter Ben Hare, playwright, al- 
ways to be found around noontime 
in the American Kitchen, Chinese 
operated. 

Tropical Inn, at Tempe, seems to 
be holding the lead in desert night- 
ery popularity. The Old Country 
Club and the Tavern are still draw- 
ing okay. 





Montgomery, Ala. 


By Tom Hall 





New staff at Strand. 

Ray Teal went over big. 

Dancehalls reduce prices. 

No tent shows this summer. 

Wrestling show a big flop. 

Southeastern league is closed. 

Little Theatre closes for season. 

A week of rain hurt theatre busi- 
ness, 

They are still talking about Ray 
Teal. 

Society folks out for Little theatre 
shows. 

Jimmie Pepper back home at 
Selma, 

Town 
games, 

Work on new post office being 
rushed. 


is raving over new pin 


Pay for amateur vaude cut at 
Strand. 

Leon Copeland named assistant 
mer. Par. 


Tommie McConnell likes new job 

at Strand. 
Excursion 

Sunday help. 
Verner Haldene leaves for Perry 

Mansfield Camp. 

Richard Kennedy, Par mer, chief 

announcer at givewaystunt. 

Mayor William Gunter receives 

lesson in how to use a yo-yo. 


crowds here every 





Newark 


By C. R. Austin 


Cam Dooley in swell golf form. 
Sam Blaskey returned from ill- 


ness. 
Bill Weiss now managing Capitol 
Passaic. 

Sol Ullman is leading the WB 
bonus drive. 

Bernice Higgins has Al Zimbalist’s 
fraternity pin. 

Dick Hill’s secretary, Miss Jacobs 
writing a play. 

Billy Kent playing four shows at 
Fabian, Hoboken, 

Bernice Higgins left Saturday for 
a week’s vacation, 


Branfo.d one week. 

All WB managers to get one week 
vacation with pay. 

Dick Riley back on the job Thurs- 
day after an illness. 

Beer 15c at a Hoboken place, with 
every second glass thrown in. 

Jerry Silverstein held bridge 
party for all girls in WB office. 

The Grove, Irvington, running 
second run Germans after the Little, 
Newark. 

Proctor’s playing for first time a 
Warner picture, ‘Man Wanted.’ 
Others to come, 

Edgar Wallach showing everyone 
his $20 in gold given by George 
Skouras for last drive. 

Harold Rodner of New York of- 
fices over here to see Warner Club 
and push vending machines, 

Ben Adler was graduated last 
week from Newark Institute. Main- 
tains he is regular artist now. 

Dick Hill’s baby just learned to 
say ‘Da-Da,’ but holding out for a 
bigger offer for bigger words. 

First Warner Club blowout at 
Mosque. Calvin Nichols, president 
of general Warner Club, presided. 

William Osborne of Eureka, Hack- 
ensack, won one of John Turtle- 
taub’s ties for an honest rental in- 
quiry. 

Penny Fairbanks and orch. leave 
the Branford in about three weeks. 
House will run films only until Sep- 
tember. 

For the second time Frank Costa 
of the Playhouse, Ridgewood, has 
copped the weekly prize of the Kal- 
mine contest. 

Managers are swapping cars. 
Tony Ardavanni of Savoy bought 
Sam Goldman's. Goldman manages 
Central, Jersey City. 

Court announces” sentence of 
Stuart I. Whitmarsh and the others 
in Little theatre stock venture will 
be pronounced June 8. 

New York WB office inviting 
locals to boat ride June 22. All in 
contact office can go and those in 
the field if they can be spared. 

George Kelley, of the Ritz, Fliza- 
beth, eveing a musical tab which he 
expects to hold as regular stock 





every week with changes in routine. 


Ann Lester, radio, will play the’ 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Sid Silvers phones his mother 
twice a week. 
Gene Gaudette no longer Don 


Bestor’s p. a. 

Sammy Walsh, the nite club m. 
c., in Montreal. 

Dick Ware calling it a season at 
the Club Mirador. 

Milton LeRoy joined the Tashman 
act here for one week. 

The Johnny Harrises staged a gala 
for their new penthouse. 

Mike Cullen has decided on At- 
lanti. City for his anr.ual vacation. 


Harry Brown and Mike Cullen are 
the managerial association’s rabid 
ball fans. 

lL. B. “ool flies between here and 
Akron every week for the Shea- 
Hyde interests. 

S. Lee Kann’s Pittsburgh guide- 
book has several pages devoted to 
local columnists. 

Sylvia Froos and Joe Penner 
booked into the Stanley to augment 
local talent revue. 


Eddie Spector, the lawyer and 
symphony orchestra publicist, has 
turned song-writer. 

Ma::im Roth, mgr., Avenue Cin- 
ema, occasionally doubles in brass 
at the ticket window. 


Stanley staging second annual 
‘Pittsburgh on Parade’ revue next 
v;-ek, with all local talent. 


Dave Broudy,. Stanley maestro, 
plotting a park dance band when 
house drops presentations. 


The George Tysons turning the 
attic of their new home into a 
combo den and card-room. 


Pittsburgh’s first television ex- 
hibition at a local department store 
packed ’em in for six days. 


E:arry Millstein, former head of 
U exchange here and now sales 
chief for U shorts, in town. 

Tom Bodkin’s friends here tickled 
about Ziggy making the local boy 
manager of the Casino theatre. 

Benny Drob limiting his No. 1 
photographic gallery backstage at 
the Stanley to film names only. 

Willows had to turn more than 
1,500 customers away for Ben 
Bernie’s one-night stand there. 

John Howard Lawson’s ‘Pure in 
Heart’ announced here for Oct. 10 
as Nixon’s first subscription play. 

Luke Barnett, the ribber, has the 
biggest collection of cop, detective, 
dry agent and sheriff badges in cap- 
tivity. 

Ed Pendegrast, ‘Sun-Tele’ scribe, 
always on look-out for home-town 
performers as subjects for feature 
yarns. 

Ruthie Miller (=<:s. Christy Wil- 
bert) has put on eight pounds since 
she quit directing the Stanley 
chorus. 

Eddie Klein taking another flier 
into the roadhouse trade, opening 
th; Patio with Fred Sanders Fri- 
day nite. 

Ted, Dick Powell's valet-secre- 
tary-chauffeur, drove the m. c.’s 
Packard back from Hollywood in 
five days. 

George Young, Alvin megr., in N. 
Y. conferring with his bosses, the 
Shuberts, before going to Philly for 
the summer. 

Tommy McAuliffe, the armless 
wonder, broke 100 on Oakmont last 
week,‘and Dave Broudy is contem- 
plating suicide. 

Lew Conréd’s Phi Epsilon Pi 
fraternity brothers ‘rom Pitt turned 
out en masse for his opening at 
the Urban Room. 

Sammy Walsh sends friends clip- 
pings showing he has just signed a 
long-term contract as m. c. at Chez 
Maurice in Montreal. 

Mrs. Fitzwilliam Sargent in town 
to confer with Bessie Bughman on 
subscription campaign for Guild- 
Shubert combination. 

Kaspar Monahan, new d. e. of 
‘Press,’ continues that paper’s pol- 
icy of*alternating dramatic columns 
with Florence F. Parry. 

John McNulty, who succeeded 
Karl Krug as d. e. for ‘Press’ only 
fo.s months ego, out, with Kasper 
Monahan getting the post. 

Harry Brown head man in Father 
Cox’s minstrel parade, first time for 
him since he led the Primrose and 
West crew in Buffalo back in ’05. 

Jerry Blanchard staying on to act 
as mistress of ceremonies at. the 
New Patio, roadhouse just opened 
by Eddie Klein and Fred San vers. 

Marjorie Alton, once premier bal- 
lerina with Michael Mordkin, is co- 
producer with Jerry Mayhall of 
Stanley’s ‘Pittsburgh on arade’ 
show. 

New Patio, with no cover charge 
policy and big floor show, expected 
to hand Willows, until now with the 
field to itself, some serious competi- 
tion for roadhouse trade, 

Harold Weinberger, ex-Metro 
booker, and now head of Washing- 
ton exchange, has been secretly 
married to Pearl Breskin, a Pitts- 





burg gal, since November. 


=e 
Rochester 


By Don Record 





No summer stock in sight. 
Dick Curtiss’ tonsils snatched, 


Riot insurance becoming popular 

Paul Tanner of D. & C. staff is a 
papa. 

Sunbathers’ clubs advertising fop 
members. 

Trolley fares to the Park cut from 
35 to two bits. 

Frank Skultety’s orchestra mMoveg 
to Manitau Beach hotel. 

James B. Arnold, new 
of the Community Players. 

Harry Altman gave dinner for 
newspaper men at the Powers. 

Thomas Jordan, old time shows« 
man, here with Sheesley carnival. 

Park Band, abandoned by city for 
economy, to play weekly at Sea 
Breeze. 

Tiny Kline and the Four Merinos 
opened the outdoor vaude season at 
Sea Breeze Park. 

Lois Gottschalk, former member 
of Eastman ballet, weds Harold 
Waite of this city. 

Rochester’s annual Lilac Sunday, 
with six lilac queens the added 
draw, played to 45,000. 

King Brothers’ rodeo  buffalos 
escaped from Albion fair grounds 
and gave village an unexpected 
thrill. 

Community Players again offer 
$300 for best new play. Last year’s 
contest failed to provide one suit- 
able for production. 

Harry Altman and Irving Fox 
open Bvsnkessel roller rink at Seq 
Breeze as dancehall. Howard Chane 
ning’s orchestra present from Bufe- 


Lincoln, Neb. 


By Barney Oldfield 


president 





Biz off as college lads leave town, 

Nick Paper’s anti-trust suit still 
quiet, 

Suit for Rialto rent begins in the 
courts. 


Outdoor amusements cutting in on 
film Wiz. 


Bill Rawson wishes vaude would 
or wouldn't. 

Eddie Jungbluth about to sign for 
Estes Park. 

Ernie Lindeman wants someone 
to notics him. 

Ruth Gray had a tough time pro« 
nouncing Lincoln. 

Shopper’s 

neck. 

Bob Livingston can do-any job 
around his Strand. 

U of N about to graduate 600 
into unemployment. 

A future in theatres here; ushers 
become doormen—in time. 

Gas bounces up Te. ending the 
price reign of two years. 

Art Burdette’s cowhands are mak- 
ing B houses through Nebraska. 

George Monroe let the press see 
‘Scarface’ in hopes of an editorial. 

How can A. M. Avery park right 
in front of the theatre every time? 

Ray Maher comes by his cow 
puncher garb honestly, a son of the 
west. 

Skip Dean is holding the sack 
after lifting a ‘pal’ out of a hotel 
bill and railroad fare. 

Art Babich, even if he loses the 
Stuart theatre contract, is slated to 
direct the municipal band through 
12 concerts this season. 


- Canton 


By Rex McConnell 





Draught beer 15 cents. 
Downtown roller rinks dark. 


Meyers Lake Park retains 10-cent 
gate admission this season. 

Local newspaper's amusement 
Space down to two columns. 

Stark county board decides to re- 
duce admission to fall fair from 50 
to 25. 

Ballroom at Summit Beach Park, 
Akron, playing name bands at two- 
bits top. 

Strand, managed by Joe Calla, 
will operate weekends only during 
summer. 

Five Steubenville theatres seek 
reduction of $50 monthly city license 
fee to $25. 

Dick Snyder and His Detroiters, 
new to this territory, in for summer 
at Craig Beach pavilion, Lake Mil- 
ton, O. 

H. W. Perry, Canton ballroom 
manager, will direct dance pavilion 
at Mapleview Park, near Washing- 
ton, Pa. 

Charles Emmerling, directing 
Civic Playhouse stock at Akron, re- 
places entire cast with exception of 
two members. 

Dance pavilion at Rock Springs 


Park, Chester, W. Va., closed by 
Cc. C. MacDonald. Three name 
bands failed to excite. 

Johnny Lennon, formerly with 


Warners, will try stage presentation 
with 10-piece band. Opens June 11 
at Lincoln theatre, Dennison, O. 
Henry Biagini still using Casa 
Loma name in connection with ex- 
ploiting his dance band, despite in- 
junction recently at Columbus by 
Casa Loma Orchestra, Inc., of New 





York. Injunction granted when 
N. Y. firm disputed right to the 
i name, 
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Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Another cold wave. 

Fishing season opened with bang. 

Town flooded with counterfeit 
$10 bills. 

Film Board baseball team lost its 
first game. 

Burglars who entered the Gayety 
got nothing. 

Danish ‘Jugenbladt,’ weekly news- 
paper, blows. 


Rodeo staged on ranch just out- | 


gide city limits. 

Exchange managers 
gales’ conventions. 

Betty Fraser, with F-M ‘Rhap- 
gody in Rhythm’ idea, is sister of 
Sylvia Froos. 

Allan Rivkin, 
pheum’s picture, 
Minneapolitan. 

Randy Merriman and Joe Floyd 
have lined up film houses in seven 
towns for vaude. 

Al Allard, of Fawcett publica- 
tions’ art staff, living in cabin in 
the North Woods. 

Frank Woskie, former film sales- 
man, making a succss of his Park- 


back from 


co-author of Or- 
‘Radio -Patrol,’ a 


way, neigh theatre. 

Al Schindler, loop news mer- 
chant, inaugurating bargain sales, 
with national publications priced | 


at discount. 
Mort Singer, here from Chicago 
for brief vacation, held another re- 


union with brother, Harry, here 
from Milwaukee. 
Tom McDonald, vet newspaper- 


man, out at ‘Tribune’ after buying 
first new hat in six years. Off for 
parts unknown. 

Julie Madison and Jack Malerich 
organizing 12-piece band for Pub- 
lix Lyceum, Duluth, which also may 
use some vaude, 

Eloise Rowan, former Publix or- 
ganist here and Denver, married to 
non-professional, C. H. Dillig of 
Devils Lake, N. D. 

Russ Scheid getting Minnesota 
theatre cooling system in shape 
earlier than usual as result of pre- 
mature heat wave. 

Crowd of 3,000 paid $1,500 to see 
football game between two picked 
teams winding up spring football 
practice at U. of M. 

Pat West, golf enthusiast 
comedian with F-M ‘Gobs of Joy’ 
idea, had local golf pros as his 
guests at Minnesota. 

Eleven little theatre groups com- 
peting here in second annual one- 
act play tournament sponsored by 
Minnesota Dramatic Guild. 

Publicity men pester editors too 
R,.—-C,-Casey,_head of 
University of Minnesota’s journal- 
ism department, complains. 

Cashiers of loop theatres, drug 
stores and restaurants being vic- 
timized by short change artists who 
are working the district thoroughly 
and systematically. 

Eph Rosen, having ‘Should a Doc- 
tor Tell?’ for Northwest territory, 
closes with Publix circuit for pic- 
ture on percentage basis, opening at 
Aster here this week. 

Stating his clients ‘operated a re- 
gspectable speakeas), treated their 
customers right and served only 
first-class liquor,’ attorney asked 
court to be lenient to prohibition of- 
fenders. 

More than $5,000 already raised 
by public solicitation to finance ap- 
peal from a conviction of Wilbur B. 
Foshay, securities’ dealer who em- 
ployed showmanship methods in his 
biz. That much more required, how- 
ever. 

Metropolitan theatre in letter to 
subscribers of N. Y. Theatre Guild 
asks them to keep their tickets for 
fourth and fifth plays until next 
seasom and promises ‘Reunion in 
Vienna,’ with Lunt and Fontanne, 
as fourth next Oct. 17-19. 


Easton, Pa. 


By A. M. Powell 


and 


Duke Elligton packed them at 
Mealy’s dancehall. 

Bushkill Park will reopen its 
dancehall, closed the last few years. 

Eddyside Beach has reduced bath- 
ing prices this year from 50 cents 
to 25. 

Blanche Calloway and her orches- 
tra at Mealy’s dancehall on Satur- 
day (4). 

Lake Hopatcong open for season 
and had a goodly number over holi- 
day weekend. 

Ringling Bros. & Barnum & 
Bailey drew large crowd at Allen- 
town May 31. 

Central Park holding a pet parade 
and offering 15 cash prizes in an ef- 
fort to get customers. 

Mrs. Viola Hurley, wife of Walter 
Hurley, manager of Colonial, Allen- 


town, and five-year-old daughter, 
Gloria, suffered bruises and abra- 


sions in auto accident. 


Memphis 
By Walter D. Botto 








Jed Dooley joined Fancho & Marco 


‘Co-Eds’ unit for six weeks to the 
Coast. 
Steamer ‘Queen City’ from Cin- 


cinnati is getting a big play on the 


river. Excursions. 
Ed Schiller of Loew's, Lionel 
Keene and C. EF. Kessnich in town 


looking over the situation. 
Annual Cotton Carnival huge sue- 


sess. Imitates New Orleans’ Mardi 
Gras. Ran four days this year. 
Frank Ahlgren, managing editor 
‘Evening Appeal,’ benedict. Married 
daughter of J. P. Alley, cartoonist. 





end. 

Herb Jennings, manager of Loew’s, 
ordered to rest for six weeks; nerv- 
ous breakdown. Lionel Keene, of 
| Atlanta, substituting. 





By Jo Ranson 


Ben Griefer really has a new car 

More local speaks have _ been 
raided. 

Jordan and Woods at the Albee 
in radio act, locals. 

Jack Goldstein, Albee p.a., is liv- 
ing at the Granada. 





Arthur Pollock, Eagle’s drama 
critic, may go abroad. 
The Met will stage six operas 


here next season at the Academy of 
Music, 


Buck Taylor, Strand stage car- 
penter, marries Frances’ Gilder- 
sleeve. 

Jasper Barnett Cowdin, author 
and poet, died here after a long 
illness. 

Arthur G. Morris, ‘Mayor of 
Canarsie,’ died last week of heart 
disease. 


Arthur Brisbane was the principal 
speaker at the Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce meeting. 

Cc. C. McCarthy, well known local 
newspaperman died last week. His 
last job was on the old ‘World.’ 

Helen Gleason of this community, 
lyric soprano, was picked for the 
Met Opera Company next season. 

Eric Palmer, former radio editor 
of the ‘Times,’ is now interested in 
a tiny radio receiving set, to sell 
for a few pennies. 


Portland, Me. 


By Hal Cram 





Summer tourists arriving. 

City has no money for fireworks 
July 4. 

Bill Cody’s Wild West billed here 
June 10. 

Sarlton 
Lakewood. 

Plenty of fireworks in City Hall 
without cost. 

Lakewood opened presenting 
‘Church Mouse.’ 

Micky Alpert and Admirals at 
Old Orchard Pier. 

Expect crowd here for YD con- 
vention June 17-20. 

Uncle Dan’s Caravan has its an- 
nual concert at City Hall. 

Summer resorts staking their all 
on expected tourist trade. 

Registration for Music Camp re- 
ported heavier than ever, 

Another reorganization reported 
at Portland ‘Evening News’ with 
old ones in again. 


Oklahoma City 


By George Noble 


Mills on publicity at 





Taxi fares only 10 cents now. 

Walter Hanson tennises at 6 a.m. 
daily. ; 

Intimates of O. A. Cargill call him 
‘Uncle Otto.’ ; 

Albert McRill frequently rides in 
a police scout car nights. 

More stops in C. C. Day’s attempt 
to go a block than on a pipe organ. 

Rev. T. H. Corkill, octogenarian, 
walks into town from Classen daily. 

Tof Ferguson eats ham and eggs 
for breakfast, again for luncheon, 
and for 15 cents. 

John Sharp leaves his offices peri- 
odically throughout the day and 
walks three blocks. 

Cc. B. Ames, Jr., walks more like 
the clubman you read about than a 
hard-working aviator. 

Twenty minutes after doctors fin- 
ished operating on him, Meredith 
Hickey was receiving visitors. 





Galveston 
By George A. Seel 





Rajah, mentalist, at the Bucca- 
| neer. . 
Jack Davis in charge at Miramar 
; Court. 

| Little Theatre struggling to keep 
| going next season. 

George Mitchley, beach association 
manager, elected president Lions 
Club. 

A spot on the 
cation idea Harry Davidson and 
Howard Guenter had in mind for 
their new beach dance and eatery, 


| 
' 
| 
' 


La Plage. Guenter in charge. 

| Hollywood, the island’s ace night 
spot, off to another summer season 
with Eddie Pardo as m.c. and 


| Frankie Quartell’s band. Talent in- 


cludes Nelia Goodelia, Ann Boyelin 
Cherie and Tomasita Malentine, Ja- 
'resco and Lydia, and Blanche Ly- 
tell, 


Excursions to Hot Springs and 
Wilson Dam at low price taking) 
thousands out of city each week- 


° | 
tiviera is the dupli- 


Seattle | 


By Dave Trepp 
| — 
Pauline Stark in L. A. 


Jimmie O’Neal here from N. Y 
for summer. 
Booze slips prices to $37.50 cass 


for choice stuff. 

H. W. Bruen, with John Barrows, 
now sinning Barrows’ cafe. 

Johnny McDonald, sec. of Tacoma 
stagehands, No. 81, here on visit 

Word here from Mantell’s Mari- 
onettes, now in India, says show biz 
off there. 

Harry Cort, 
‘Grand Hotel’ 
John Cort. 

American Legion to spend $40,000 
at Stadium show July 4, including 
acts and fireworks. 

Local and Alaskan halibut fish- 
eries helped by discovery of vita- 
mins A and D in halibut liver. 

Ed Cooke trying to persuade 
Kathryn Cornell to put in week 
stand between Seattle and Portland. 

tex theatre at a dime any time | 
causing furor in local show circles. | 
This is one of the Hamrick ‘thrift 
theatres.’ 

Seattle Symphony needs $28,000 
for season. Biz men out to raise the 
coin. Small sum, they speil, as wit- 
ness how three recent road shows 
here got $50,000 gross—‘Vanities,’ 
‘Grand Hotel’ and ‘Green Pastures.’ 


Spokane 


By Ray Budwin 


Metro s 
is son of 


mer. for 
unit here, 








Guy Toombes, manager Daven- 
port hotel, elected vice-president of 
the Washington Hotel Men’s Assn. 

Plans being formulated for 1933 
Sportsmen’s and _ Tourists’ fair. 
John T. Little heading committee in 
charge. 

Police and sheriff have asked 
about 20 travegng gypsies to leave 
city. Many complaints followed ar- 
rival of the band. 

Leo Eng and Frank Wong ar- 
rested at Mandarin Cafe on com- 
plaint of allowing late dancing. 
Midnight is closing for public jigs. 

Circus Fans’ Assn. has asked city 
to repeal $25,000 compulsory bond 


| for circuses. No action taken to 
date. Intent to curb the fly-by- 
nights. 

Socialist demonstration slated for 
June 16. A prelim for the grand 


finale understood to be scheduled 
for June 3. To date, activities have 
not aroused much attention here. 


Cleveland 


By Glen C. Pullen 





Howard Quigley’s back from west. 
Al McGovern off to Coast. 


Al MacGovern to direct Ohio’s 
stock. 

Karl Von Ei is Hollywood-bound 
again. 


Arnold Gates has that married 
look now. 

Andy Roy looking for an ‘in’ on 
Main Stem. 

Bill McDermott now on high seas 
Paris-bound. 

Jack Landers and Rosalind Fox 
to Lohengrin. 

Free phone service is Ohio's latest 
exploitation idea. 

F-M units strongly rumored for 
dark Hipp in fall. 

Larry Clark, ex-burlesqer, is m.c- 
ing it at New Barn. 

Harry MacFayden 
Ohio’s stock director. 

Burlesk stock in Rox on Grease- 
Pan Alley is rumored. 

Jack Miles best-manned it for 
brother Art and Beatrice Ungruean. 

Johnny King is Phil Selznick’'s 
new partner in nitery and dance- 
hall. 

Seven-day street-car passes for 
$1.25 regarded as helpful by show- 
men. 

Having found 50-center chop} 
house, Addie Addison’s eating meat | 
again. 

Col. Twelvetrees, ex-Public Hall! 
mogul, nominated sheriff on Repub 
ticket. 

silly Watllace, 
with Manny Landers 
Slipper. | 

Don Amado’s Gauchos start 15-| 
week NGC network program through | 
WTAM. = | 

Eddie Moran, vaude comic, mid- | 
| dleaisled with Mildred Kelly, local 
|} non-pro. 
Looks 


returns as 








crooning pugilist, 
at Crystal | 


i 
e . | 
like old times with Bob 


| McLaughlin back at Ohio for 206th 
| summer. 
| Phil Selznick, who runs Crystal 


Slipper and Madrid club, has taken 
over Willowick Country club. 
Mayor getting rapped for renting 


stadium to Indians, who may not be 
able to play there this summer. 
Sixteenth wedding anniversary 


celebrated by Glenn Rowell, of Gene 


ind Glenn, while doing personals 
Half of chop suey joints only pay- 
ing rent on percentage basis, land- 
lords preferring that to empty spot 
Knox Strachan finally connect 
vith Five Points, nabe, as manacet 
Formerly manage& RKO East End 
Addie Addison had to bribe Sock 
and Buskinere with offer of theatre | 


| aire, 


| abouts. 


have arrived for opening. 
{ 


CHATTER 


party to make ‘em listen to his} 
speech. 

Ed Jacobs still refuses to tell 
where he got that cock-eyed rumor 
about RKO buying local Warner 
houses. 

Closing of Plaza and Madrid clubs 
for summer leaves this 12 o'clock 
burg without a nitery but plenty 
of speaks. 

Local bit players whose mugegs 
have become too familiar being 
| turned down by McLaughlin for his 
new stock, 

Outdoor stadium opera angeled by 
Lawrence Higgins wealthy scenic 
designer, will spell a land-fall for 
1,000 singers and musicians, 

Portland, Ore. 
Bela Lugosi here in stock. Guest- 


ing. 
Torres 


Raquel found friends in 
the burg. 

Another walkathon clicking at! 
Lotus Isle park. 

Big concession burns at Lotus 
Isle amusement park. 

Charlie Couche retires from Fox- 


Portland and may go indie. 
Ted Gamble, formerly of RKO, to 


manage Fox-Portland houses. 
Skouras Bros. in for two days 
and huddling with J. J. Parker, 


Fox-Portland president. 

George Baker, ex-showman and 
mayor of the burg for 15 years, 
narrowly escaped recall. 

Ed Popick, ball park concession- 
runs for the state legislature 
and is elected. Hot dogs for the 
state house. 

Tusko, the 
storming for 10 cent 
stranded at Centralia, 
from the start. 

J. J. Parker now has monkeys in 
the Paramount lobby. First its fish, 
then bears, then alligators. Hippos 
won't do, they have b.o. 

Floyd Maxwell wins prize for 
something or other by luring crowds 
to Oriental opening, one mile from 
downtown section. Unusual here. 


elephant, goes barn- 
admish and 


100 miles 





Duluth 


By James Watts 








Nickel pies at bakeries first time 
since before the war. 

City will operate old boat club on 
Park Point as sports center. 

All newspaper employees asked 
to take two weeks’ vacation on one 
week's pay. 

Bill Bade of ‘Herald’ threatened 
with lockjaw when he has wisdom 
tooth pulied. 

Clarence Evans, former Duluth 
musician, organizing Chicago Busi- 
ness Men’s orchestra. 

Chet Kitsman and Jack Shanahan 


representing stagehards’ local at 
I.A.T.S.E. convention in Colum- 
bus, O. 


“Kid” Alberts, former Duluth pu- 
gilist, took final count after appen- 
dicitis operation. Had been operat- 
ing road house at Antigo, Wis. 


James Carroll, brother of Earl, 
here as manager of ‘Vanities,’ 
opened the Lyceum for Clinton- 


Meyers company just 11 years ago. 





Buffalo 


Ringling show due June 27. 


George Buck likes Buffalo's near 
beer. 
Harry Pratt, operating Keith’s, 


taking the bankruptcy route. 

Hagenbeck-Wallace broke the ice 
Decoration Day for good returns. 

The Lombardos lavishly enter- 
tained by Italian-American asso- 
ciations during stay here. 

Half a dozen cops who played 
hooky Decoration Day to see the 
Hagenbeck-Wallace show caught 
unawares by police commissioner. 


Indictment of Billy Ruth, last of 
Buffalo’s bigtime gamblers, has 
killed the racket definitely here- 


Reported plans for subur- 


ban gaming spot went cold when 
grand jury reported. 
* 
Denver 

Paul Hoppin has returned from 
vacation in middle west. 

Mrs. J. L. Finske conducting 
bridge lessons at Elitch amusement 
park. 

Roger Pryor and Jerry Bowman, 
lead and juvenile in Elitch stock, 


FF. G. Bonfils, ‘Post’ publisher, 
broke all records at exclusive Wig- 
Fishing when he caught 
4 pound 27-inch rainbow trout. 
E. Il. Reid now office manager for 


Rect 
wam Club 


Par exchange Al Johnson from the 
Salt Lake territory moves to Den- 
ver and Bill Williams takes over 
Mi nt ’ 

Lu Langdon, prominent in lo- 
i] am j dramati ties wilt 
Inte itional Film Productis (*< 
VW ta k on her pre ' 
fé ing her storie on the Ce 


| Herb 


St. Paul 


George La Victoire lost his father. 
Don Alexander transferred to Des 
Moines. 





Marshall, 
‘here two days. 
Phil Levant band hired again for 


RKO auditor, 


the Plantation. 

Rain, chilly weather hit Wild- 
wood's first week. 

Bert Nix quits the Alhambra, 
Walter Garber moving in. 

Johnnie Davis digs his band in 
for the summer at the Lowry, 

One long week of parties for 
‘Vanities’ troupe, disbanding here 
ifter 40 weeks on tour. 

Betty Dodge, Dodge Sisters, 
spending layoff traveling with 
hubby, Clarence Stroud. 

Ed Furni and Herman Balster 
greet the sun every morning from 
the first tee at Highland. 

Art White, former WCCO studio 


chief, opens Rainbow Gardens, night 
club, with George Katz band. 
Paramount closing order rescind- 
ed at last minute and house tripled 
|}ad space to let the folks know. 
Ice company coining dough 
ing small cubes non-owners 
mechanical boxes can fool 
friends 
Local W.C.T.U., alarmed over at- 
on dry law, prayed for 18th 
endment for half hour. Beer 
prices, however, remain the same. 


sell- 
of 
their 


s0 


tacks 


Tacoma 


By Harry T. Smith 
County payroll cut 
percent, 

RKO week 
opened big. 

Biggest crowds 
|} Sound in years. 
| John Hamrick here two or three 
times past week. 

About 70 percent Neons dark, yet 
little juice cost here. 

Many will pick their own hops 
this year near here. 

After several months out of Times 
Hamrick running copy. 

Biggest perpendict Neon in city 
now at Hamrick’s Temple. 

Hungry breaking into stores and 
markets. Leave money alone. 

‘Grand Hotel’ at newly opened 
3roadway started with big business. 

Local cemetery installs big Neon 
to attract. Tomstones next, maybe, 

Residence fortune tellers cleaning 
up here. Packing front rooms at 
25 cents a reading. 

Lee Foley with 
Opera ballet guest artist at 
dance festival. Local boy. 
| Hordes of salmon splash up rivers 
lin state and Indians spear them by 
|treaty permit. Whites must use rod 
and reel, 

Ghandi pants for femme are sell-« 
ing by the hundreds. Pet net (fish- 
nets) for femmes also in demand, 
Still cool weather here. 


—=—= 


Westchester 


By Al Crawford 


five and 10 


vaude-pict policy 


of fishermen on 


Grand 
local 


Chicago 











Glee club contest at county center 
June 10. 

Albert Stoessel conducted chorus 
of 1,500 at music fest. 

Ruth St. Denis directed dance 
carnival at county center June 3. 

Gala greeting for Amelia Earhart 
when she returns to Harrison, her 
home town. 

Nearly all towns enacting or- 
dinances to preclude dance or roller 
skate marathons. 

William E. Ball, 30, specialist for 
RCA, committed suicide with a shot 
gun at his home in Pleasantville. 

Glen Island casino opened for sea- 
|; s0n by Ed Doran. Ossie Nelson’s 
orchestra and Harriet Hillard singer 

Elsie Janis and her new hubby, 
Gilbert Wilson, have closed their 
Tarrytown home and gone to Cali- 
fornia for six months. 

Shri Sadguru Meher Baba, Indian 
mystic, recently at his spiritual re- 
treat on the Mayo estate at Harmon, 
has left for California. 

Bulk of estate of Henry B. Tree 
maine, president of Aeolian Co., 
who died May 13, estimnted ‘in ex- 
cess of $150,006,’ goes to widow, Mrs. 
Maud C. Tremaine, In trust for life. 





Indianapoli 
By H. Gene Haynes 

Anna May Wong attended the 
race, 

Frankie Parrish has joined Buddy 
togers, 

Robert 
relatives, 

Berkell stock at Keith’s quit cold 
Sunday (29). 

Richard Bonelli 
pit at Speedway. 

Charlie Davis’ band to Lake Man- 


McClure, author, visiting 


in Zeke Myer’s 


itou, Indiana resort. 

Three stench bo.abs exploded in 
the theatres last week 

Fifi D’Orsay and Vie McLaglen 
dropped in at-municipal airport en 
route to Chicaro. 

First burlesk ads in mont} con- 
cérn Peaches Browning at Mutual, 
Colonial burlesk running continue 

State legislature to hold special 

sion July 7 to discuss special 
tax matters. Fifteenth such ses- 


lon since 


1851, 
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By Ruth Morris 


n Chatter 











She Loved an Undertaker 

With touching simplicity, ‘Strang- 
ers of the Evening’ dedicates its} 
plot to the lass who loved an un-! 
dertaker. ' 

Lucky, lucky girl, she is wooed | 
and won in a mortuary. She | 
listens to tender avowals in 2 
laboratory gleaming with casks of 
embalming fluid. On the other 
side of Gothic shaped windows that 
are flanked with sepulchral palms, 
lie the dead, comfortably tucked 
away in linen shrouding. It’s just 
too, too divine. 

Anyway, that’s what Miriam 
Seegar pretends to think when she 
calls on her handsome mortician } 
during working hours. Love blinds 
her. She never talks shop with her 
fiance. She chats eagerly about the 
elopement forced upon her by a 
belligerent father, just as though 
her swain were a veterinarian or ex- 
ponent of one of the more recog- 
nized arts. 

Zasu Pitts, on the other hand, is 
in love with a mild maniac, knows 
he’s a maniac,. boasts of his attack 
of amnesia, and loves him just the 
same. That sort of thing may be 
expected of Miss Pitts. She seems 
a little vague herself, what with her 
wide empty eyes, quizzical smile 
and futile gestures. 
maniac are no more convincing 
than Miss Seegar and her mortician 
—but they’re a lot more entertain- 
ing. 





‘Rhapsody in Black,’ Paramount's 
latest importation from the revue 
stages, 
sojourn at the Cross-Roads of the 
World, ‘Whistling in the Dark.’ If 
ever a unit struggled to keep up the 
courage of a picture house during 


Whistling Loud and Dark rides home on 
that person who is often spoken of 
but rarely 


should be re-titled for its|S¢muinely convincing working girl. 


Old Time Heroine 





Casting Office Job Trims 
Brittone’s Fat for Pics 


While numerous screen actresses 
have resorted frantically to every 
conceivable method to reduce 
weight, it has taken Mozelle Brit- 
tone to find the casting office of a 


Should a girl keep her office job, studio the easiest way out. 


"Week 
The an- 


after she marries? 
Marriage’ wants to know. 
swer is wrapped in cellophane 
ready to be displayed, but it is 
courteously withheld until the sce- 
narist has polished off his well 
known argument. The story un- 
folds without so much as a ‘Stop 
me if you’ve heard this one before,’ 
Even so, the film never grows bored 
with its own recital, one that is en- 
riched by neat human touches and 
sincere reporting that make the 
plot almost new and the answer 
vital. 


Hollywood has lately neglected 
this old fashioned type of heroine. 
She used to be all the rage. She 
was known then as ‘modern wo- 
man,’ but that was before the talk- 


End | 


When Fox refused to exercise its 
option on her services as a player 
because she ascended the scales to 
160, she took it easy and later hired 


|out to Dan Kalley as an assistant 





ers glorified cabaret girls, jaded 
ladies and adventuresses who'd} 
rather be parasites than wage- 
earners. Now she’s in style once} 


more, made fashionable by the de- 
pression. 

Recreated by Loretta Young, she’s 
an upright young person, even 
though she can’t find time to wash 
the dinner dishes and darn her hus- 
band’s socks. She wears awfully 


She and ‘her | S™art clothes for a working girl— 
but that’s because she manages so 
well. 
predatory gentlemen, she takes her 


She refuses to flirt with 


meals at a cheap cafeteria and 


the subway... She's 
seen on the screen—a 


Aline MacMahon, who has been 


in and out of films in various char- 
acter parts, makes her best audi- | 





lin the Columbia studio casting of- 


fice. 

After working there for a month 
the young actress had reduced to 
112. 


FASHION NEWSREELS 
MUST BE 1 YR. AHEAD 


Fox-Hearst newsreels have adopt- 
ed what the home office people call 
‘a shiver-shudder’ policy for release 
clips. Although Vivian 
Donner, fashion editor, doesn’t like 








of fashion 


it, she is compelled to start shoot- 
ing next week on fur coats which 
will get their newsreel display in 
July. 

During the summer months Miss 
Donner will get her dancing girls 
to don their swim suits. These 
clips, however, will not be released 
until November and thereafter. 

Newsreel fashions aren’t fashion- 
able unless they are at least one 
year ahead of the season, says 
Miss Donner by way of an explana- 
tion. 





ence impression as a level headed 
eonniver whose remarks Miss Mac- 


‘Mahon turns into well-timed com- 


edy punches. 








Going 





nr 


Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Maritza—Hollywood Style 
When the name is Sari Maritza, 
and Europe’s been her habitat, 
Hollywood jumps to conclusions. 
She 
and destructive to masculine peace 


must be an exotic, a Lorelei, 


Whatever the face she 
arrives with, it’s got to be recast 
to fit the tragic mold Hollywood 


keeps ready for foreign imports. It 
doesn’t matter whether the lady 
was an ingenue on the other side, 
whether she spent her time singing 
pretty little love songs and dancing 
dainty little schottisches, MHolly- 
wood sees her only as someone who 
maybe can stalk the Garbo-Deitrich 
box office. Garbo and Deitrich came 
from the old country; they both 
have strange sounding names, 
therefore anybody who comes from 
the old country and answers to an 
unusual tag must be like them. It’s 
common sense. 

By a strange coincidence Miss 
Maritza may be seen on Broadway 
this week before and after taking 
Hollywood. She’s in a German 
made picture, ‘Monte Carlo Mad- 
ness,’ at the Roxy, and in a Holly- 
wood product, ‘Forgotten Com- 
mandments,’ at the Rivoli. 

The German film presents her as 
a pretty little kitten, a sweet young 
thing, curly hair, demure and 
slightly stodgy clothes, plausible 
eyebrows and a natural, normal 
make-up. She’s gay or sad as a 
pretty and good little child ought 
to be, and her libido never troubles 
her. Give her just one man, in 
marriage, of course, the man she 
loves. She'll be happy ever after, 
never ask for anything more. She 


of mind. 


plays a naughty princess, naughty 
because she is so bold as to make 





a lean cinema spell, Lew Leslie’s 
sepia revue is that one. 

‘Rhapsody’ hopes that by whist- 
ling very loud, by being very gay 
and very talented, it will distract 
attention from its accompanying 
feature picture. It succeeds in a 
large degree, thanks to hearty 
Harlemites who have boiled their 
full-length revue down to stimulat- 
ing, versatile entertainment. 

Ethel Waters leads the way. 
Hers is a wholesome charm that 
invites audiences to come right in 
and rest easy while she sings a song 
that tells a story, works into a 
comedy patter chorus, hums a tune 
with dusky sweetness or builds to 
a sobbing terch-ballad crescendo. 
Valaida leads Pike Davis’ orchestra 
just as though she knew her way 
through orchestrations. They get 
on just as well when she throws 
down her baton and gives her entire 
attention to English as well as 
Russian ballads. That not being 
enough, she tears into a hotcha 
strut that convinces the house she’s 
an all-round, efficient entertainer. 

The sopranos and altos of the 
Maek Choir blend full voices in 
rather too refined oratorios, con- 
cluding with a full-blown version 
of ‘Eli Eli, which is as good as 
waving the American flag any day. 








Garbo-Pirandello 

The providence that watches over 
the fitness of things finally cast 
Greta Garbo in a Pirandello play. 
‘As You Desire Me’ introduces an 
actress to the playwright she should 
have met long ago. Their moods 
are peculiarly suited. What's wak- 
ing, what's dreaming, what's life, 
what’s reality? Miss Garbo never 
seems to know. Neither does Pir- 
andello. They make a perfect pair. 

Garbo is the only screen actress 
who could have coped with the nu- 
ances of Pirandello’s refined melo- 
drama. She sustains it completely, 
charging a confusion of identities 
with excitement and finely drawn 
suspense. Her air of mystery, her 
nebulous personality that withholds 
more than it tells, is the only me- 
dium that could have translated 
Pirandello’s fancy gropings into a 
‘screen play for picture audiences. 

As usual, Garbo has been given 
expert support. She is surrounded 
by a group of, if not intensely ro- 
mantic, at least colorful and inter- 
esting men. Her scenes are well 
built up, her initial appearance an- 
ticipated with suspense and glamor. 
Her wardrobe is like nothing that 
could be obtained on earth except 
from a costume department well 
schooled in the grooming of celeb- 
rity. 


py, cast as the sister-in-law of an 
Italian Count. Her social status 
permits all sorts of grand gestures, 
earefully clipped syllables and re- 


Hedda Hopper is completely hap- | 


Slight comment is added. 





Women on Percentage 


A condensed review in points on the women of the stage rrentioned hereunder. 
None can rank over 10 points on a single item, nor over 100 points in total. 
There are 10 items covered by the reviewer, with the named points opposite each player's name. 
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Sophie Tucker.... 10 10 10 3610 6 ~~. i 10 96 Perfect grooming, faultless 


timing, warmth of person- 
ality and a strong routine 
maintain the vogue of a 
distinguished Red Hot 
Mamma. 





Violet Carlson..... 6 10 7 


Aggressive clowning forcing 
its way through te audi- 
ence recognition. 





Dorothy Van Alst. 8 9 10 
(Buster and Ar- 
thur West) 


10 3 8 9 3 a 3 76 


Graceful dancing and a re- 
freshingly sweet personal- 
ity. 





Vivian Janis..... . vw 9 9 
(Belasco Orch.) 


Throaty blues delivered with 
easy authority. 





Peggy Cornell.... 8 x 3 
(Harland Dixon) 


Deft duplicater of the deci- 
sive Dixon dance style. 
Her beautiful figure let 
down by costumes that 
have not learned the de- 
tails of chic. 





Sinclair Twins.... 7 9 10 
(Renoff, Renova 
and Bekefi) 


Cunning soubrette sister 
team in line for costume 
improvement. 





Loris Renova..... 5 T 9 
(Renoff, Renova 


10 6 - 9 10 1 8 67 


Plastique and adagio dancing 















































fined printed chiffons. 


delivered without the 
and Bekefi) flourish that incites ap- 
plause. 
STATE 
Forman Sisters... 8 8 8 8 6 7 9 8 3 8 73 Strange harmonies: that rate 
(N.T.G.) more distinctive and appro- 
~ priate costuming. 
Mary Mason...... ay 9 8 8 6 5 9 3 3 3 72 Skating routine provocative 
(N.T.G.) of applause because of its 
en speed and daring. 
wreren Grant Léwue . = 3 9 8 = "ea 3 6 2 7 71 Excellent straight personal- 
(N.T.G.) ity sustained against ter- 
rific odds. 
Ruth teveeeeeeeens 10 9 10 y 6 6 a 6 0 6 79 Interesting make-up and re- 
(N.T.G.) mote manner distinguishes 
her from the rest. 
Dotty Justin eee “i ‘ 3 8 6 8 7 6 0 6 64 Individuality of her personal 
(N.T.G.) style makes an ordinary 
tap dance look better. 
Five Jewels....... 7 7 7 7 7 3 7 7 2 7 61 Costumes too fancy § for 
femme jugglers, besides not 
flattering to their varied 
A figures. 
Myrtle Allen...... 3 5 s 6 6 4 7 6 0 6 59 Youth and lithe grace, cheat- 
(N.T.G.) ed of audience attention by 
as N.T.G.’s interruptions. 
Evelyn Sather..... 7 3 3 7 5 4 7 5 0 6 659 Displays a figure which at 
(N.T.G.) least is good 


eyes at the man she adores. Ah, 
that was the continental Maritza. 

The Hollywood Maritza. A curi- 
ous looking creature who is either 
extraordinarily uncommon or else a 
little daft. Her face is very white, 
her hair swept back in an ‘interest- 
ing’ coiffure, her own eyebrows 
blocked out and strange new high 
ones substituted. With eyeshadow 
darkening her lids and continuing 
straight up to her brows, her eyes 
themselves outlined painstakingly 
to accent their upward slant, and 
mouth made up to effect an unusual 
curve, she is so heavily transformed 
that she looks almost grotesque; 
it’s not easy to aim at the bizarre 
and stop just there. 

As befits her new face, Miss 
Maritza in the Hollywood picture 
hungers for men most arduously. 
She’s insatiable. Though a vestige 
of her slip-of-a-girl charm clings 
to her, she is supposed to be an 
insidious menace. The very first 
shot of her has her meaningfully 
revealing her excellent legs. The 
rest is in the same mood. Holly- 
wood was right, however, in one 
regard. Very simple costumes do 
enhance her personality. The high 
necked uniforms she wears as a 
Soviet laboratory worker make 
much more her very piquant, and 
the slim black chemise which dis- 
plays her figure in her abandoned 
moments is very wise. 





Nicole on Lids 

American women don’t know how 
to wear a hat. They’re splendid 
and free and independent and all 
that, but when it comes to the nu- 
ances of chapeaux, they’re just a 
lot of timid souls. They haven’t the 
courage to be smart nor the instinct 
for style. They want to be pretty 
—that’s the source of their trou- 
ble, says Nicole, who’s been making 
hats for the pretties of the stage 
and screen long enough to know 
whereof she speaks. 

Before sailing for Europe, Nicole 
delivered herself of a piteous plaint 
against the vicious habit of Amer- 
ican women in buying the superb 


then by some persistently stubborn 
quirk in their natures, putting these 
same hats on in a way miraculous- 
ly devised to defeat the hats’ orig- 
inal intent. If the hat’s meant to 
be worn straight, the Americaine 
tilts it; if it’s supposed to slant, if 
it cries to be slanted, she wears it 
straight, and if by chance she does 
happen to feel a glimmer of sym- 


little, but never will she slant it 
enough. 
‘See this,’ explained Nicole, seize 


one side of her head. 
way to wear this cap, like this— 
cockeyed. Now look at the way my 
customers put it on and keep it on 
until I beg them, I implore them, no,’ 
and she tore off the cap and re- 
affixed it to her smart brunette 
head, a little farther back on her 
pate, a little less precipitous in its 
angle, and so completely common- 
place. 

‘The Frenchwomen, she knows 
that it is better far to look stylish 
and ugly than pretty and blah. A 
man likes to see a woman more 
stylish than beautiful. If she’s just 
beautiful, he’s sick of her after two 
minutes. Ah, but if she’s smart and 
distinctive, if her costume has cour- 
age and interest, he can be with 
her forever; then she fascinates 
him.’ said Nicole, sagely. 

Be brave about your hats, she 


‘This is the 


counsels. Don’t be afraid you'll 
look too different. You can’t. Pull 
your hat on from the back. Show 


one half of your head; let the hat 
cover the other side completely. 
Never mind about wisps of hair 
curling on your cheek on the side 
that’s meant to be covered. It's 
these little attempts to be both pret- 
ty and smart that deprive a hat of 
any chance of being either. 





Roxy’s Fine Bolero 

The Bolero has been done many 
times on many stages, but not until 
its interpretation at the Roxy this 
| week has its mounting excitement 
| been so much as sensed. The Roxy 
performance of Ravel's’. savage 
chant employs no tricks, no produc- 











| tion stunts save truly understand- 
| ing lighting. 

Simply, directly, Florence Rogge 
i has sought to depict its fierce but 
|restrained passion, its throbbing, 
| slowly crescendo theme. Directing 
the combined forces of the ballict 
| corps and the Roxyettes, she has 
(Continued on page 56) 


creations of Parisian designers, and, 


pathy for the hat, she'll slant it a 


ing a black cellophane straw cone. 
fection and slamming it down across 
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Vaude managers talked over a 
blacklist at a dinner and decided to 
give the strikers a chance after all 
loyal acts had been placed. In- 
tended as a social party, but busi- 
ness cropped up. 





Al Woods was looking for a cou- 
ple of B’way theatres. Harder to 
get in those days. 


Walker Whiteside given a legit 
route though he had 
cided which of three 


would do. 


plays he 


N. V. A. netted moré than $56,000 
on its first benefit. Showed 37 acts 
between 8:20 and 12:19. 


Acts using their own films in 
Ohio theatres notified that the state 
law made it necessary to have them 
censored. 

Theatrical firm in Oklahoma was 
trying to sell stock to union labor 


on the pledge to make ail houses: 


closed shops. An aftermath of the 
White Rat strike which was par- 
ticularly virulent in that section 
while it lasted. 

Reported that business was bet- 
tering. Had gone down when this 
country entered the war. 

Road crews with legit were ask- 
ing $5 a week increase. 

Railroads assured managers there 
would be no trouble handling show 
movements. Only exception was 
the Grand Trunk, which was re- 
luctant to make promises. 





Fort George amusement park, on 
the upper end of Manhattan, ! st 
its license. Too many apartment 
houses had grown up around the 
section. 

N. V. A. arbitration board award- 
ed Harry Houdini priority on the 
meedie trick over Rigoletto. 


Stock troupe at the Irving Place 
theatre wanted to do ‘Her Unborn 
Child.’ License commissioner or- 
dered deletion of the second word, 
so they played ‘Her Child,’ 


50 YEARS AGO 


‘Clipper’ ) 





(From 

One of the acts on the Barnum 

show was a woman who slid down 

a wire on a pulley attached to her 
hair. New that season. 








not yet de-| 











A. M. Palmer resigned as treas- | 


urer of the newly formed Actors’ 
Fund because of European trip. 
Fund was criticized as being slow 
to function. 


Chas. E. Evans announced a new 
play, ‘The Book Agent.’ Had just 
done his first white face role. ‘Bock 
Agent’ was the foundation on which 
Charles H. Hoyt later wrote ‘A Par- 
lor Match’ in which Evans and 
Hoey starred for nearly 20 years. 
Evans later managed the Herald 
Square theatre, N. Y. 





Winter ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ 


troupes were closing, but about as | 


many opened for summer tours. 
Many actors specialized in ‘Tom’ 
roles and played nothing else. 





Richmond, Va., Opera House was 
offered at auction but not sold as 
the upset price was $10,000 and only 
$8,000 was bid. 


Ten elephants with the Barnum | 


show went on a rampage in Meri- 
den, Conn., en route from the cars 
to the lot. Upset the town con- 
siderably as it took hours to round 
them up. 


Lion in the Forepaugh show 
jumped its trainer in Lansing, 
Mich, Set its teeth in his arm and 


had to be shot to make it let go. 








Inside Stuff—Pictures 





With variqus people taking credit for the means arrived at which 


caused the Wheeler-Woolsey split, Charles Craddick, attorney for Bert! 


Wheeler, was the one who absolutely refused to let his client go through 
with the Columbia contract that Frank Joyce of the Joyce-Selznick 
agency negotiated for the comics. 

Contract was for one picture and provided that Columbia could assign 
the agreement to a proposed corporation to be called Beverly Pictures 
Corp., stock of which was to be equally owned by Wheeler and Woolsey 
and Columbia. Terms of the deal were to be a split of 60-40 between 
Beverly Corp. and Columbia of New York respectively. The $0% share 
taken by Beverly was to be split equally between the two stockholding 
groups. 

Production was to be limited to around $125,000, without the stars 
receiving salary. Gross estimated for these pictures was around $500,000, 
with Columbia of California to get first returns of production 
plus the amount to be deducted for advertising and exploitation 
distribution and, as well as 25% to the studio of the production cost for 
executive supervision allowances. 

On the basis of a $500,000 gross, which Craddick felt was impossible to 


its cost 


and 


attain, the two comics might have had a chance to split $97,000 with | 


Columbia out of the intake from the Beverly Corp. This contract, Crad- 
dick says, was okayed by Joyce and his attorney, Raiph Blum, 
Woolsey. 

Five weeks after it was signed it was submitted to Craddick who shook 
his head at it. However, Columbia held the two comics to the letter of 
the agreement and would not deviate from any of its stipulations, with 
the result that Wheeler figured the best thing he could do was to split 
with Woolsey and get away from the picture capital. 


Sam Dembow, Jr., and John Balaban, Publix’s top executives under 


Sam Katz, are representing the chain in a series of distributor-theatre | 


meetings designed tow g'd laying the groundwork for a big drive on sales 
and exhibition, to start Aug. 1 and extend to January. 

Herman Wobber, Pacific distribution head of Paramount, is conducting 
the drive, as campaign manager, organizing it all over the country. No 
prizes of any kind involved. 

Dembow represented Publix at a New England meeting last week, 
with all Publix theatre men and Par sales forces in that territory attend- 
ing. He will also preside on the theatre end at Minneapolis and Chicago 
meetings in about a week. John Balaban represented the chain con- 
tingent at Saturday’s (4) New York meeting, and yesterday (Monday) 
in Philadelphia. Bob O’Donnell officiates for Publix at New Orleans 
and Dallas meets. 

George J. Schaefer is presiding over the distribution contingents in 
each case. 


United Artists is burning in one breath, and commenting on the 
advertising value in another, as a result of recent attempts to com- 
pare the New York censored version of ‘Scarface’ with the original as 
played in other states. 


On the New York run two local columnists have gone into the matter | 


in different ways. Sidney Skolsky (‘News’) ran a whole column on 
scenes that aren’t seen in ‘Scarface,’ while Robert Garland (‘Telegram’) 
saw the picture both in New York and in New Jersey to compare them. 
In New Jersey the shooting finish is in. For New York it’s a hanging 
climax. 

Along with the Skolsky blast, the ‘News’ included an editorial advising 
readers to scan Skolsky’s contribution which tells how the censors 
butchered the picture. 
that were eliminated by UA in the regular cutting process. 


Among the new contracts from Metro, most unusual is the signing of 
the Grand Duchess Marie of Russia to act as a writer and advisor in the 
preparation of her book, ‘The Education of a Princess,’ which M-G will 
make. It is distinctly understood that the characters used in the picture 
shall not be ridiculed and that the film be free of propaganda. 

New contracts to artists are Louise Closser Hale, for one year with six 
options ranging to seven years; May Robson, six months with options 
to seven years; Veree Teasdale, four weeks with two options of six 
months each and six of one year each; and Colleen Moore’s approved 
contract which runs for one year, with six annual options. Conrad 
Nagel’s new contract, recently issued, is for one year only. Albert Hackett 
and Frances Goodrich, signed as a writing team for three months, have 
one option of six months. Another year’s agreement has gone to Sam 
Wood, director. It carries no options. 





Film men are glad the Gore (Oklahoma) amendments in the tax bill 
placing an 80% surtax on salJaries of individuals over $75,000 annually 
have been kayoed by the conference committee in Washington. One of 
the Gore amendments also provided that companies were prohibited 
from deducting any excess over the $75,000 yearly salaries, from 
their income tax returns. The Gore amendments, although aimed a¢ 
industry generally, would have tremendously damaged the basic setup 
of the picture biz where there are more than a normal amount of $75,000 
annual salaries. 

As originally passed by the U. S. Senate where the amendments orig- 
inated, the two Gore amendments could have caused the absolute limita- 
tion of salaries in show biz to a maximum of $75,000 annually for any 
individual, exec or performer, because of the 80% surtax above that. 


Despite the announced economic practices supposed to go into effect 
at Radio studio some time ago, the last three pictures produced under 
the David Selznick regime cost close to $2,000,000. Pictures and their 


budgets are ‘Bird of Paradise,’ $850,000; ‘What Price Hollywood?’ $600,- | 


000, and ‘Roar of the Dragon,’ $450,000. 

Following the preview of ‘Dragon’ last week, it was reported around 
the studio that added scenes will probably be made. ‘Dragon’ was a 
sticker during production, every writer on the lot being called in to 
doctor unsatisfactory sequences. 


Behind the complete collapse of the Chicago film censor -board, func- 
tioning for 18 years, and a source of incessant trouble to exhibs, is the 
untiring efforts of Chi showmen not the least of whom was Frank Smith, 
manager of the RKO Palace. Smith's political connections were in a 
great measure responsible for the demise of the board. 

It was Smith’s years of battling which finally reached Mayor iCermak's 
ears. Latter has already received a vote of thanks from theatre owners 
and exchanges. : 

The Roxy, New York, show was boisterously interrupted Thursday 
afternoon (2) when a lady patron in the orchestra suddenly discovered 
her pocket book, containing an alleged $5,000, was missing. 

Managers, ushers and others joined in the search, but nothing 
given to the daily papers. 


Leaflets informing theatre managers and projectionists of the changes 
necessary in projection apertures to meet the newly accepted standard 
filming size will be‘sent to all foreign theatres in the various languages 

Put through by the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences 
system is now operative in all theatres in this country. : 

Flatbush and Nevins St. Corp, owner of the Fox Brooklyn theatre 
property, is not a direct subsidiary of Fox Films, as previously reported 

F-N Corp. is controlled by Fox Theatres 


for | 


Skolsky included many scenes not in the talker | 


was | 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Advertising agencies who control the major programs through handling 
of commercials for clients, have arrived at the conclusion that those 
| broadcasts which produce controversial letters from the populace—the 
| so-called fan mail are the most effective. 
Officials of radio stations appear not to have analyzed that angle of 
results. They figure that plaudits for sustaining programs is the gauge 


of quality but it is different with commercial broadcasts, the ad firms 
declare. Latter say they much prefer to receive letters critical of such 
programs or features of them, taking in of course individual mike stars. 

Reason is that controversy—a difference of opinion—creates a wider 
interest and the reaction in total attracts attention to the advertiser's 
product 

It would seem that the perfect program results would find 50% of the 
letters laudatory and 50% expressing squawks but the ad people admit 
that would be too close for comfort. The records do not show the letter 
writers to be wholly against any particular program to date, but it is 
assumed it when the percentage of derogatory letters is preponderant 


the program or the individual is out. Yet the agencies insist they would 
rather have a split than an all-praise flock of letters. 

Despite the fact that a sign in a leading agency states for the benefit 
| Of radio artists: ‘The average age of your audience is 12 years,’ the kt- 
ters are given attention. 


| Eddie Small's (Hollywood agent) 10% attachment for $20,000 against 
Bing Crosby in New York iast week is the second time the crooner has 
been jammed with commish claims. Once before, Roger Marchetti, coast 
lawyer, and one third partner in Inc went after the 
singer. This resulted in a about $15,000 

Marchetti, Crosby and Harry Barris were co-partners in Crosby, Inc. 
| Barris was ef the three Paul Whiteman Rhythm Boys, later the Three 
Ambassadors at the Cocoanut Grove of the hotel Ambassador, L. A., 
with Crosby and Al Rinker comprising the other two. Rinker was not 
made a partner in but was employed by Crosby, Ine Barris with his 
wife, Loyce Whiteman, also a radio sengstress, have since come east for 
NBC under contract. Small’s 10% is predicated on an alleged $200,000 
earning power. 

Another Coast crooner, Russ Columbo, also got himself involved. He is 
| still being sued by Jack Gordean, the latter claiming a co-managerial 
interest with Con Conrad, Columbo's present manager. 


Bing Crosby, 


settlement for 


Majority of all radio long term contracts are not binding in any rigid 
sense due to the two weeks’ cancellation clause. Exceptions are those 
artists under direct contract to ad agencies and those choice few guar- 
anteed so much per week by the networks without a cancellation clause. 

Networks were forced to include a two weeks’ cancellation clause in 
all contracts to protect themselves. Previous to the inclusion of this 
| cancellation clause, the networks were frequently left holding the bag 
| when an account would suddenly cancel its contract with the network. 
It is frequently announced by the networks or p.a's. that certain artists 
|} are under long term contracts to commercials, This is meaningless, 
| since in the majority of such instances these artiste can be ozoned 
within two weeks. 





George Olsen's orchestra, which cost CBS’ artists’ bureau $15,000 dur- 
ing the five months it was under the management of the network, will 
be earning $8,600 per week after June 10 under the direction of an indie 
pand agency. 

Olsen is getting $2,500 a week for his Lucky Strike broadcasts and 
$3,500 for his Canada Dry periods. He goes into the Hollywood Gardens 
June 10 under a weekly guarantee of $2,600. 

CBS had the band for five months on sustaining programs from the 
| Richman and Montmartre Clubs in New York and otherwise gave the 
band a few vaude dates, 





Denying the report that NBC had dropped a Mickey Mouse radio 
program idea as being impossible to script, Roy Disney, secretary- 
treasurer of Walt Disney Productions, says that his company turned 
down an NBC deal to broadcast Mickey Mouse for 26 weeks. 

Reason, states Disney, is that NBC was to make the programs while 
the Disney company thought they should be made at the picture studio. 
Disney also declares Frances Hooper in Chicago no longer has any right 
to negotiate. 


Business for southern California radio stations shows a drop of around 
10% for May as compared to April. First decrease from a former month 
since September. 

Indications are that the best chance of a pickup during the summer 
will be political chatter. This aspect is prominent due to California re- 
districting which gives the lower end of the state six congressicnal dis- 
tricts as against a former two with that many more candidates for the 
air. 





Uncle Dave, of WIBW, Topeka, contests the claim for record number of 
words on a continuous program made by Wedgewood Nowell of KGFJ. 

Uncle Dave is completing five years on the air appearing daily for a 
half hour, 10 minutes of which period is devoted to a story for the kids. 
Each story is about 3,000 words in length, totaling 4,630,000 words. He 
claims that the chatter and patter used in the remainder of his time 
on the air would double the total. 

Beech-Nut has given away over 50,000 of its multiplying billiard ball 
legerdemain tricks during the four weeks it had been offering the give- 
aways via its disc broadcasts. 

Chandu is financed by Beech-Nut on six stations, WOR, New York; 
| WHAM, Rochester; WJR, Detroit; WIBX, Utica; WCAH, Columbus, and 
| WCAU, Philadelphia. Coffee account changes these giveaways every 
| few weeks. 





| 
1 
Radio stations of St. Louis ‘are making an attempt to break down a 


which is keeping the department stores and larger mercantile 
establishments there off the air. 

Three ago the are understood to have entered into an 
agreement in which one point was that they to keep off the local 
advertising ether for a period of 10 years, ! 


situation 
years stores 


were 


Among the first things the average radio artist who starts on a big 
commercial does is to secure a mailing address, usually a private office 
with a stenog. 

Purpose is to check the fan mail. with grave concern among the 
talent as to the amount thereof, as it’s both a personal norm and of 
value for future commercial affiliations on the air. 


Communicating between the NBC New York office and the network's 
division will now have to be confined to letter and telegraph. 
Direct phone wire between the two points has been removed for economy's 
the amounting to $42,000 
Three s, linking the general] offices and the Chi plant, how- 
retained, 


Chicago 


sake, vings 


Morse 


a year. 
wire 
ever, nave beer n 

NBC and CBS pursue different tactics regarding mention of an artist 
featured on the opposition network. NBC won't permit a CBS per- 
former to be mentioned at all while CBS will pass prominent NBC 


|} names but insists they must not be mentioned derogatorily. 
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May Mean End 


The passing of the $5 admission 
is predicted for Broadway, where 
there is only one attraction at that 
top at present. Questionable if that 
top apply next season. 





Most drastic revision has been 
applied to ‘Face the Music’ at the 
New Amsterdam where the _ top 


ticket price has been cut from $5.50 
to $3. At the same time the cast 
salaries were reduced 50%, plavers 
having the alternative of closing. 
Last week another major musical 
‘Hot-Cha’ at the Ziegfeld reduced 
from $5.50 to $4.40 and the actors 
took a 25% cut. Sole musical show 
which has been able to maintain 
its opening scale of $5.50 top is ‘Of 
Thee I Sing’ at the Music Box, a 
house of comparatively limited ca- 
pacity. Previously, ‘The Cat and 
the Fiddle’ had dropped from $4.40 
to $3. 

Doubtful whether ‘Music’ or ‘Hot- 


Cha’ will be able to operate dur- 
ing the summer and closing no- 
tices were posted for protection. 


Labor costs appear to be the prob- 
lem since wages are fixed by un- 
elastic rules. Heads of departments 
on the stage and some musicians in 
the pit who received more than 
the union scale, have agreed to cut- 
ting of the premium. But there is 
no way to reduce the wage mini- 
mum at present nor to eliminate 
men in the stage crews. There are 
60 men in the ‘Music’ crew which 
constitutes a heavy expense item. 
With the house paying for 22 men, 
it has been running in the red, 
same going for the show which 
starting slipping after getting back 
about half of the production ex- 
penditure. 

The unions have their own 
troubles because of unemployment. 
There are about 1,800 members in 
the stage hands local and it is esti- 
mated that but half worked during 
the season, those employed laying 
off one performance weekly to give 
that much work to those without 
jobs. 

Tax a Factor 


That the managers and the unions 
will get together on wage revisions 
looks imperative. In. addition to 
wages, working conditions requir- 
ing retention of a fixed number of 
men in crews is due for considera- 
tion. 

Dramatic shows led the way for 
lower costs. None attempted a $4.40 
top, which scale always was re- 
garded as extreme for a non-musi- 
eal. Only one or two attractions 
started at $3.85, the rule being $3 
top. Indications are that musicals 
will adopt that price top next sea- 
son which should be feasible, with 
a difference in capacity in musical 
show theatres balancing the added 
production and operating costs. 

The government admission tax of 
10% is a certainty as a factor in 
legit patronage. It was the other 
way around when the non-musi- 
cals dropped to the $3 to avoid the 
levy which for the past two or three 
seasons applied only to tickets over 
that price. With the tax applying 
to all tickets priced over 41 cents 
all types of legit shows are in- 
cluded in the levy. 





Furriers Suing Helen Ford 

H. Jaeckel & Sons, Inc., furrier, 
is suing Helen Ford, actress, for 
$637 for furs bought in January, 
1931. 

Miss Ford, wife of George Ford, 
legit producer, has entered a gen- 
eral denial through her attorney, 
David Greenstein, 


‘Music’ Cuts Pay 50%, Drops Scale, 





of $5 Top Musicals 


Shuberts Out, Leslie 
Resumes With ‘Clowns’ 


Lew Leslie’s musical, ‘Clowns in 
Clover,’ stopped recently by Equity 


when no bond was forthcoming, 


went into rehearsal again last week. 
Show is slated for Chicago. 

Shuberts were originally due to 
back ‘Clowns,’ but are no longer in 
on the production. Leslie is under- 
stood to have had a dispute with the 
Shuberts, after which he arranged 
himself for the posting of salary 
guarantees. Dispute is said to have 
been over the various responsibili- 
ties of the two parties. 

Eddie Lambert and Lew Hearn 
are the cast leads. 





Woolsey and Langdon 
In ‘Dumbbells’ for Road 


Hollywood, June 6, 
City, 

all set 

musical this 


Returning from Mexico 


Robert Woolsey says 
for his own financed 
fall but won't have 
acts for which he made the below- 
the-border trip. 

Intended to use a couple of 
clowning toreadors but after lamp- 
ing their work in the ring says their 
act would be too ticklish for Amer- 
ican audiences not strong for bull 
fighting. 

Comic will rest during the sum- 
mer and then work on his piece 
which he hopes to play to one-night 
stands between here and Chicago. 
Says he can do the show for around 
$16,000. 

Probability is that Harry Lang- 
don will team with him in the piece 
which will go out under title of ‘The 
Dumbbells.’ 


he’s 


the Mexican 





Family Circus 





(Continued from page 1) 


formers are Hunts by blood or 
joined the family by marriage. 

This year, however, have been 
added a couple of numbers billed as 
spectacles but are more like tab- 
leaux. One is called ‘The Princess of 
Pekin,’ the other ‘The Father of the 
Land We Love.’ The latter on ac- 
count of the Washington Bicen- 
tennial. 

Star of the outfit is billed as the 
Great DeRiske. He ascends a tight 
wire at an angle of 45 degrees and 
slides down on his head. DeRiske 
also does a head balance on a re- 
volving ball on a flying trapeze and 
does a chair balance act on the 
trapeze. Other numbers are the 
Flying Levines and the Equestrian 
Hunts. 

There are a number of ground and 
aerial fillers and trained animal 
acts. One elephant goes through a 
clever routine. 


Elderly Clown 


John Lancaster, 74, heads the 
clown contingent. Whip stunts, 
wild west riding and roping, and 
Herro the strong man are on the 
concert bill. 

Hunt onfy Hrenks into some towns 
because of its willingness that a 
part of the net go to some charity 
organization. 








‘Of Thee I Sing’ 

‘Band Wagon’ 

‘Follies’ 

‘Vanities’ 

‘Scandals’ 

‘Cat and the Fiddle’ 
‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ 
‘The Laugh Parade’ 
‘Cynara’ 


‘Unexpected Husband’ 
‘Cloudy With Showers’ 
‘House of Connelly’ 
‘Payment Deferred’ 
‘The Left Bank’ 

‘A Church Mouse’ 
‘Everybody’s Welcome’ 





is of S12 


INTERMEDIATE SUCCESSES 
(Moderate Runs) 


‘Counsellor-at-Law’ 
‘Reunion in Vienna’ 
‘The Good Fairy’ 





German Gold Rush 





Los Angeles, June 6. 

Teatro Carrillo, little Span- 
ish theatre on the town’s little 
Mexican street, will produce a 
play next fall of early Cali- 
fornia life, translatec from the 
German. 

Author has never been here. 


Alien Tax Saves 
Equity from Red 














a 


Easier for Shubert Receiver to Rent 


Than Own Spot for Musical Shows 





First lot of receivers’ certificates 
of the $300,000 issue authorized by 
the court for the Shubert Theatre 
Corporation, are to be sold. The 
amount is $25,000, it being explained 
that the total amount is not needed 
at this time since production has 
not been started. 

Lee and J. J. Shubert assured the 





For Fiscal Year 


When the financial statement for 
the fiscal year ending in March was 
read at Equity annual meeting last 
week, members were surprised to 
learn there was an operating sur- 








it was shown that the paid up mem- 


plus of $16,000. At the same time 


bership totaled 3,700, a drop of 1,- 
500 from the 1930-31 season, which 
was less than the previous year by 
nearly 2,500. 

There are several reasons for the 
surplus, one being the money col- 
lected from alien actors which was 
in excess of $20,000. Equity re- 
quires aliens (mostly British) to 
pay 5% of their salaries weekly, the 


minimum per week being $10 per 
person, 
Reduction in operating expense 


also was a factor. New York office 
staff was cut down and salaries re- 
duced nearly 50%. The Kansas City 
office was dispensed with and sev- 
eral field men let out, the number 
of tent and rep shows being away 
off. 

Equity figures its total surplus 
sufficient to carry on for five years, 
and is prepared to operate at a loss 
for next season or longer. Should 
the Goldstein bill in Congress pro- 
hibiting aliens from appearing over 
here, except (‘artists of note’), 
little or no money from that source 
can be collected by Equity. 

Including the building on west 

47th street, Equity’s total resources 
have a book value of about $340,000. 
Gillmore explained that realty 
valuation is carried at cost. In ad- 
dition to the building, Equity has 
investments, railroad and municipal 
bonds and in the stock of the Fed- 
eration Bank. About $10,000 was 
invested in the latter which is be- 
ing reorganized, so the value of 
the stock is undetermined. Mem- 
bers were advised that at present- 
day price levels the investments 
would net less than cost. 
During the season Equity boosted 
the initiation fee from $25 to $50. 
That keeps down new membership, 
which was the purpose of the in- 
crease. Most of the membership 
is in legit though not so engaged at 
this time. Proportion in stock and 
rep shows claimed to be small at 
this time. 

With the drop in musical produc- 
tion. Chorus Equity is in a low 
state. Not more than 1,600 are 
paid up. The branch at one time 
had nearly 9,000 members. 

The election returned the same 
set of officers with Gillmore in 
charge as president. 





Barnstorming Electra 

Theatre Guild is preparing a road 
company of ‘Mourning Becomes 
Electra’ for fall, Company will 


play broken time—one and two 
nighters and split weeks. In order 
to tour the show, its production is 
being lightened. Ditto the salary 





list, which, due to its topheaviness 
;}in the No. 2 company of the past 
|} season, went to bring on losses 
| during its tours. 

Road ‘Electra’ will not play on 
the combined Shubert-Guild sub- 








‘Springtime for Honry’ 
‘Animal Kingdom’ 
‘Face the Music’ 
‘Hot-Cha’ 

‘Another Language’ 
*‘There’s Always Juliet’ 


‘Frief Moment’ 

‘The Devil Passes’ 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ 
‘Blessed Event’ 

‘Riddle Me This’ 

‘Too True to Be Good’ 








scription list, having covered all the 
| Guild’s subscription cities last; 
| season. 


| 


Truex’s Erratic Tour | 


Los Angeles, June 6. 
Ernest Truex’s ‘Whistling in the | 
|Dark’ company makes the trans- | 
continental leap twice before start- | 
ing its formal road tour at Phila-| 
| delphia, 
First jump is New York to Los| 
| Angeles, where the show comes into | 





the Belasco in about three weeks. | 


|'Company then plays San Francisco 
‘and jumps back to Philly. 


court they would dispose of the 
certificates. It was assumed they 
personally take the paper 
which will be a first lien on the 
corporation’s assets in any liquida- 
tion. The certificates will be pur- 
chased by a syndicate or corpora- 
tion which would probably operate 
easier should liquidation result. The 
identity of the corporation has not 


would 


been disclosed. 
Part in Pool Indefinite 
Whether the theatres still held or 
operated by the receivership will be 


included in the new legit circuit 
which proposes to combine in some 
measure Erlanger’s and the Shubert 
interests, not yet definite. The re- 
ceivers stated that was a matter for 
the court to decide, with no request 
for a judicial order because the 
plans for the circuit have not yet 
been completed, 

It is stated, however, that regard- 
less of the participation of theatres 
personally owned by the Shuberts, 
there must be no partiality in book- 
ings that might affect the receiver- 
ship houses. 

At this time the receivership has 
no theatres to house musical shows. 
The Imperial and Chanin’s 46th 
Street are of that type and are 
owned by the corporation. But the 
status of both is in doubt so far as 
the receivers are concerned. Policy 
of the receivers is to expend no 





money unless absolutely neceggaq 
and recently the mortgagees of both 
houses were advised that fixeg 
charges would have to be paid out 
of operating revenue, Otherwige 
the receivers would let go of eithep 
or both properties. Ultimatum ig 
that the mortgagees .will have tg 
swing the theatres until next sea. 
son, and whatever they pay in ine 
terest and taxes will be refunded ig 
and when the houses are on a paye 
ing basis. 

Receivers take the position that 
there are no shows to be booked in 
over the summer, and that plenty of 
theatres are available for possible 
bookings from now on. The unde. 
fined status of the Imperial and 46th 
Street explains why a musital 
(‘Hey, Nonny, Nonny’) was booked 
into the Shubert, turned back to the 
brothers by the receivers. There ig 
a receiver-produced musical ig 
sight, but it will be no problem te 
spot it. An example was the book- 
ing of ‘A Little Racketeer’ last sea. 
son in the 44th Street. House wag 
leased to the corporation, but the 
lease was disaffirmed by the receiy- 
ers, and when the show came in the 
latter rented the house from the 
owners, who are the Shuberts, Sam- 
uel Untermyer and the estate of 
Andrew Freedman. 

Last Thursday attorneys for the 
four creditors’ committees filed or- 
ders with Judge Francis Caffey on 
the matter of appointment of spe- 
cial counsel to hear arguments on 
the proposal to probe the Shubert 
Theatre Corporation since incep- 
tion. The investigation is sought 
by the independent bondholders’ 
committee. 

The lawyers for J. & W. Seligman 
& Co. filed a copy of the letter sent 
by the indie group, objecting to va- 


rious implications involving the 
bankers. They denied they had 
‘vigorously opposed’ the indie in- 


vestigation, as charged. 





Failures of 1931-32 





‘Third Little Show’ 
‘Gasoline Gypsies’ 

‘Paid Companions’ 

‘Three Times the Hour’ 
‘Just to Remind Yow’ 
‘Free for All’ 

‘The Man on Stilts’ 

‘Fast and Furious’ 

‘I Love an Actress’ 

‘The Breadwinner’ 

‘If I Were You’ 

‘Nikki’ 

‘Washington Heights’ 
‘The Camels Are Confing’ 
‘Divorce Me, Dear’ 

‘Two Seconds’ 

‘Chauve Souris’ 

‘Wonder Boy’ 

‘The Sex Fable’ 

‘The V- etian’ 

‘Caught Wet’ 

‘The Social Register’ 
‘Marriage for Three’ 
‘Sing High, Sing Low’ 
‘Fast Service’ 

‘Steel’ 

‘In Times Square’ 

‘After All’ 

‘The Passing Present’ 
‘The Devil's Host’ 
‘Sentinels’ 

‘Bride the Sun Shines On’ 
‘Experience Unnecessary’ 
‘Papavert’ 

‘Savage Rhythm’ 

‘Never No More’ 

‘Three Men and a Woman’ 
‘The Little Racketeer’ 
‘Adam Had Two Sons’ 
‘East of Broadway’ 
‘Marriage of Cana’ 

‘The Fatal Alibi’ 

‘Zombie’ 

‘When the Bough Breaks’ 
‘New York to Cherbourg’ 
‘The Inside Story’ 

‘Moon in the Yellow River 
‘Marching By’ 

‘Money in the Air’ 

‘Night Over Taos’ 

‘A Few Wild Oats’ 

‘Life Begins’ 

‘Borderland’ 

‘We Are No Longer Children’ 
‘Blackberries of '32’ 
‘Housewarming’ 

‘The Tree’ 

‘Angeline Moves In’ 

‘Man Who Changed His Name’ 
‘Bulis, Bears and Asses’ 
‘On the Make’ 





‘A Regular Guy’ 
‘Ebb Tide’ 

‘Shoot the Works’ 
‘Friendship’ 

‘Ladies of Creation’ 
‘After Tomorrow’ 
‘The Singing Rabbf’ 
‘Singin’ the Blues’ 
‘He’ 

‘Did I Say No” 
‘People on the 
‘Constant Sinner’ 

‘The Good Companions’ 
‘Enemy Within’ 

‘The Guest Room’ 

‘Lean “Larvest’ 

‘No More Frontier’ 

‘East Wind’ 

‘The Roof’ 

‘Here Goes the Bride’ 

‘Hot Money’ 

‘Peter Flies High’ 

‘Louder, Please’ 

‘If Love Were All’ 

‘Lady With a Lamp’ 

‘A Widow in Green’ 

‘Miss Gulliver’s Travels’ 
‘Bloody Laughter’ 

1931’ 

‘Cold in Sables’ 

‘Sugar Hill’ 

‘Adam's Wife’ - 
‘Society Girl’ 

‘Berlin’ 

‘Lost Boy’ 

‘Black Tower’ 

‘Jewel Robbery’ 

‘Distant Drums’ 

‘The House of Doom’ 
‘Through the Years’ 

‘If Booth Had Missed’ 

‘Air Minded’ 

‘Monkey’ 

‘Collision’ 

‘Wild Waves’ 

‘They Don’t Mean Any Harm’ 
‘Child of Manhattan’ 

‘Park Avenue, Ltd.’ 

‘Trick for Trick’ 
‘The Warrior's 
‘Happy Landing’ 
‘Intimate Relations’ 
‘Blood Stream’ 

‘The Decoy’ 

‘Angels Don’t Kiss’ 
‘Take My Tip’ 
‘Foreign Affairs’ 

‘The Merry-Go-Round’ 
‘Broadway Boy’ 
‘There You Are’ 


Husband’ 
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Dramatic Critics Box Score 


| 





Season of ’31-'32 


(Ending May 31, 1932) 





Key to abbreviations: SR (shows 


(‘American’) , 
COLEMAN (‘Mirror’) 
ANDERSON (‘Journal’) 
BROWN (‘Post’) 
SULLIVAN (‘Graphic’) . 
ATKINSON (‘Times’) .... 
LOCKRIDGE (‘Sun’) 
GARLAND (‘World-Telegram’) .. 
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O (no opinion expressed), Pct. (percentage). 


(This score based on 143 new shows) 





reviewed), R (right), W (wrong, 
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Drama Critics 


Gilbert Gabriel, of the ‘American,’ | 
is the winner of ‘Variety's’ ninth 
seasonal box score on New York's | 
dramatic critics’ guesses. His av- | 
erage of .917 sets a new high mark | 
for a full season, the previous 
standard being John Mason Brown’s 
898 for °29-30. Gabriel also be- 
comes the first three-time winner, 
having also copped in ’25-26 and 
°26-27. 

Counting the so-called ‘summer 
shows’ which opened between June 
and September of ’31 there were 152 


entries. This score omits those 
summer openings, thus basing the 


critics ratings on 143 plays for the 


*31-’'32 season, or August to June. 
Of the 152 from June to June, 121 
were failures, 16 hits and 15 mod- 


It was a bad year 

The success 
one show out 
In the past 


erate successes. 
for legit producers. 
average slumped to 
of every five produced. 





this average has always been one 
out of three. 
Another distinctive fact in Ga- 


briel’s ’31-’32 record is his standing 
broad jump from last place to first 
in a single season. His improve- 
ment may nave been due to a 
change of style, since when he fin- 
ished in the cellar the impression 
was he had been pitching on in- 
structions. Through Gabriel the 
‘American,’ morning daily, places a 
critic on top of the box score for 
the first time. 

Robert Coleman of the ‘Mirror,’ 
who stepped into Walter Winchell’s 
spot as pinch hitter in October and 
remained in the line-up for the rest 
of the season, takes second place 
wihéan-.8S@miverage. Brown, of the 
‘Post,’ winner in the previous two 
years, dropped to fourth place this 
time, «vhich is clean-up position at 
the Polo Grounds but not in the 
Show Catchers’ League. Atkinson, 
of the ‘Times,’ just nosed out for 
the lead last year, also stepped on 
a banana peel this time and winds 


| jumped to 77 as a team total for the 
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| 
up seventh. As usual a flock of ‘no | 
opinions’ held his percentage down. 
His 20 once-over-lighties set a new | 
record for no decisions. 
Many Yes—and—Noes 

There was a huge increase in the 

delivery of no opinions, for no} 


known reason, nor was Picci. 
| 


| 


more hard boiled or severe in read- 


ing the notices. But the number 


season, against 47 last year. And 
last year’s amount was considered 
high. It’s noticeable that those re- 


viewers with the most evasions in 
their records ave found down at the 
bottom of the Next to 
Atkinson is Lockridge of the ‘Sun,’ 
with 14. Burns Mantle of the 
‘News’ registered 12 and Percy 
Hammond also is overboard with 
cae Nobody was altogether im- 
mune, although Gabriel, Coleman 
and Brown forgot to say yes or no 
only once each. 

Lockridge as usual, 
finishing seventh, was 
prolific reviewer, having caught 114 
of the 143 shows. Next are Atkin- 
son and Mantle, 110 each. 

Gabriel figured them right the 
most times, 100, and Anderson of the 
‘Journal,’ who repeated by finishing 
third, the next most, 92. Mantle 
guessed wrong the most times, 31, 
with Hammond next at 27. Outside 
of Gabriel the only reviewers show 
more battng punch than iast 
year were Anderson and Lockridge. 

Ed Sullivan, in his first year of 
reviewing, finished fifth with .772 
for 71 rights, 15 wrongs and 6 no 
opinions in 92 attempts. Bide 
Dudley, former drama scribe who 
now delivers his stuff over the 
ether from WMCA, New York, hit 
.491 on 29 rights, 20 wrongs and 
eight no opinions in 57 tries. 

‘Variety’ goes into its annual 
blush over its combined staff bat- 
ting average cf .913 or 130 right 
predictions out of 143. 


box score. 


and again 
the most 





Tenner’s Co. Folds 
As Manager Faces 





Mann Act Charge’ 


| 





Portland, Ore., June 6. 

El Capitan’s legit stock has folded | 
with the producer, Joe Tenner, ar- 
rested on a Mann Act charge. 

Business has been bad and the 
performers have been splitting re- 
ceipts after expenses. Monte Blue, 
rehearsing for ‘The Barker,’ was! 
warned by Equity not to play, but | 
Tenner’s arrest closed the outfit 
after stormy sessions which had | 
Blue returning to Hollywood. 

Tenner financed the company with 
funds of Rose Weinstein, non-pro. 
Outfit played only two weeks. Ten- 
ner’s plans are to revive the de- 
funct troupe on a co-operative basis. 
He is out on bail and refuses to 
Surrender the theatre lease. 





Stone Family’s Concerts 
Los Angeles, June 6. 

Fred Stone and family will make 
@ concert tour of the start- 
ing here in October. Artists 
Service department the 
comedian out. 

Other NBC Coast bookings for 
next season include Escudero and 
his troupe of gypsy dancers, Jeritza, 
Kreisler and the Vienna Choi 
Roys. Latter are on their first 
Americaa tour. 


Coast 
NBC 


is sending 


‘KINGDOM’ IN DOUBT 


Cast Resists Cut Above 25% and 


May Close 

Some doubt about ‘The Animal 
Kingdom’ continuing at the Empire 
after this week. Leslie Howard will 
leave the cast and depart for Hol- 
lywood. Harvey Stephens is slated 
to go into the lead. 

There is the matter of a cut of 
salaries to be agreed on, however. 
Reduction of one-third sought by 
the management, which guarantees 








another two weeks’ engagement 
Players indicated they would not | 
25% slice. 

| 


accept more than a 


Pichel Sued for Salon 
Reading of ‘Pastures’ | 
Holly wood, 


| 


June 6. | 


Mare Connelly and Laurence 
Rivers, Inc., filed an infringement 
suit in the Federal Court here 


against Irving Pichel and the. Lib- 
eral Forum Group for $10,000 dam- | 


ages and $1,500 costs as a result 
lof Pichel’s readging of Wreen 
| Pasturs’ May 16 before the Forum 
at $1 admission 

Pichel had announced his plat- |} 
form date and it is charged wa 
warned the authors would seek re 
dress if he used their property 

Brady’s Summer Stock 

William A. Brady, dr., is tani 

i fiyer into summer stock hie 


be located at Red Bank, N. J 
Opens July 2. | 


| claimed His Head.’ 


Stocks Monopolizing 
Summer Tryout Supply 


Summer stocks have completely 
eliminated spring tryouts. Pro- 
cedure followed by producers for 
years to take a show out of town 


early summer is on the wane, there 
being but one of this type tryout 
listed for this year, ‘Man Who Re- 
All other shows 


| will be looked over at one of the 
| many summer stocks. 

Fer the past few seasons the 
| spring tryout thing has been on the 
downgrade. Last year there were 
a fair number, but even then the 
thinness of this list occasioned 


comment. 
Reasons for the 
custom 


dropping of the 
are various. Those man- 
agers who found they could get 
money to produce decided they'd 
rather not risk it on a tryout. Asa 
result some of the out-of-town the- 
atres who used to live on this type 
booking are in a spot. Favorite 
places were Atlantic City, Asbury 
Park and similar resorts. 





Temporary Loss 


Of Franchise 


For C. Brown 


Chamberlain Brown 
his personal representation Equity 
casting franchisé for a time last 
week. Equity took the permit from 
him, but after Brown made another 
plea the action was rescinded, with 
Equity deciding to reconsider the 
agent’s case. 

At the same time George Wood, 
who held a personal representation 


permit, had this taken away from 
him by Equity and instead re- 
ceived a_ special representation 


franchise. 
casters to 
tract for 


Personal permit allows 
put actors under con- 
20 weeks, guarantee 2 
minimum salary based on the 
players wages’ for three previous 
years and collect 10% commissions. 
Special employment allows agents 
to get 5% from placements for runs 
of plays, provided the agent rend- 
ered special service in obtaining 
the engagement. 

Brown was recently dropped from 
the Theatrical Artists’ Representa- 
tives Association, reputedly because 
of unethical action. Shortly after- 
wards Equity started investigating 
Brown, although allowing him to 
retain his special and employment 
type franchises. Frank Gillmore, 
Equity president, stated the out- 
come of the _ reconsideration of 
Brown's case couldn't be predicted 
either way. 


Wood's personal permit was 
taken away when Equity estab- 
lished that his legit activities 


weren't sufficiently extensive and 
his permit wasn’t being used much. 

It’s claimed by other agents that 
at the start of the season Brown 
sends out long lists of actors’ 
names to other casters, claiming 
each player listed is under personal] 
contract to him. This means that 
other agents can’t work for those 
named, also meaning that Brown, 
should he have these contracts, has 
placed himself under heavy salary 
liabilities. 

Equity is continuing its general 
agency investigation. 





Civic Axe Swings 


Cleveland, June 6. 
City’s Public Auditorium has 
been given a house-cleaning by 
Elmer E. Adams, manager. Politics 
and need for economy held respon- 
sible for salary cuts and three 


|staff men getting the gate. 


and 
Re- 


of 


booker 
Mashke 
was 


George Mashke, 
of Maurice 
publican leader here, 


the let-outs. 


nephew 


one 


Weekl 
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| ballet on the allegation that the de- 
| fendants 





MacLaren’s Clay Feet 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Pilgrimage Pray Association 
for a pure 
man to play Christus this sea- 


is looking young 
son. 
Jan the 
seasons, 
disap- 
life, 


MacLaren played 
part the three past 
but the Association 
pointed in his private 
meaning his divorce. 


Russe Ballet Mixup 
Switches Around to 
Moscow’s Turk Envoy 


is 














Fact that the U. S. has not estab- 
lished diplomatic relations with 


precludes the possi- 
bility of taking testimony through | 


an American diplomatic representa- 


tive at Moscow, Supreme Court 
Justice ruled in White Plains. In- 
stead, the court handed down an} 


order authorizing that testimony in 
the $250,000 suit of William Res- 
wick, Mount Vernon newspaper- 
man, against Otto Kahn and Theo- 
dore Dreiser be handled by the, 
Turkish consul in the Russian city. 

Reswick suing Kahn and 
Dreiser and the Royal Russian 


is 


had promised to finance 
a tour of the ballet in thiS country 


and that they backed out of the 
enterprise. 

Kahn, who denies any dealings 
with Reswick, former press asso- 


ciation representative in Moscow, 
seeks testimony of officials of the 
ballet to show that no American 
tour would have been possible. 





COAST TO CHI BY HACK, 
$135, RAIL FARE $288 | 





economy schedule a legit | 
troupe of nine persons used motor 
transport to Chicago last week. 
‘Love On Approval,’ in which Harry 
Clay Blaney and Ray Peyton are in- 
terested, departed Thursday (2) 
from New York and opened Sunday 
at the Playhouse there. Understood 
scenery required was arranged for 
in Chicago, with the players using 
suit cases instead of trunks. 

The players traveled in two limou- 
sines which are available for group 
trips. At $15 per person the total 
for the jump was $135. Fare by 
train at present rates is $32 per pas- 
senger not counting berths, and is 
25% saving over motor bus rates, 
which call for $19.75 from New York 
to Chicago. The limousine line ex- 
plained the return trip cost was vir- 
tually assured since there are more 
people coming east than going west. 
Passage is arranged through bu- 
reaus. Trip is made on a 36-hour 
schedule. 

The ‘Love on Approval’ company 
is under contract calling for a guar- 
antee of $25 weekly plus a percen-| 
tage should the gross top $2,500. 
Contracts were guaranteed at Seen 

| 


On an 





by Charles E., the elder Blaney. 
Playhouse is a limited capacity the-| 
atre included in those Chi houses 
resorting to bargain tickets. 


— 1A ____ 


LOUISE DRESSER LEAD 
Seattle, June 6. 

Harry Cort back to L. A. where 

his company goes into rehearsal for 








\‘Satevepost’ story of Sophie Kerr 
Plain Man and His Wife.’ 

Play also by Miss Kerr. Lead to 
be played by Louise Dresser, try- 
out to be at Pasadena Playhouse 
week June 26. 





'23-'24 CRAIG (‘Mail’).. 

°24-°25 POLLOCK (‘ie kivn bagi 
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'27-'°28 ATKINSON (Tim: 
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| Stage 
| ducers appear willing to sell quick- 


y Sum Above Minimum on Legit 
Runs, Film Cos.’ New Buying Method 


for two weeks during the spring or | 


The method of judging the value 
of picture rights for Broadway plays 
revised the 
The 


have 


has been during past 


season picture people have 


sought to the play producer 


and authors take some risk in the 
. 


Vv 


a minimum figure plus ad- 


matter of the purchase price, 


naming 


ditional sums for each week the 
show runs beyond a set number of 
weeks. 

Change was brought about be- 
cause of the tendency to annex 


screen rights immediately after the 
presertation and the pro- 


ly because assured of ready money 
and profit. Formerly managers held 
off on the picture rights, figuring a 
long run to boost the picture value. 
Much of that 
discounted, 
ture 


appears to have been 
judging from the 
‘arly after premieres. 


‘Good Earth’ Deal 


Biggest deal yet made for an un- 


pic- 
bids 


produced play concerns ‘The Good 
| Earth’ and the price is partly de- 
pendent on how long the show -vill 


play. Metro has secured the rights 
for $100,0¢0 and i* is understood has 
agreed to pay $2,500 additional each 
week up to $160,000. Latter total is 
dependent on whether ‘Earth’ runs 
as long as .23 weeks. 

Owen Davis, wno with Owen, Jr. 
made the adaptation from the book, 


is credited with having arranged 
the sale. Theatre Guild will pro- 
duce the play and from its share of 
the minimum figure will have re- 
ceived more than the estimated 
$40,000 production cost after the 
show completes three weeks. Pearl 


S. Buck, the original author of the 


best seller will divide 50° of the 
picture rights money with the 
adapters. The show is said to be 


fully protected in the matter of re- 

lease dates for the picture. 
Two Rejected 

Similar offers for rights sold for 

two moderate successes during the 

season were rejected, One film of- 


fer was for $40,000 plus $1,000 
weekly up to $75,000. Rights were 
eventually sold for better than 


$60,000. Show ran about 14 weeks. 

Most effective backing of a stage 
show by a picture firm was that 
of ‘Grand Hotel,’ for which Metro 
provided the production cost of 
about $35,000. It participated in the 
profits and also secured the rights 
prior to presentation, That appears 
net to have been author's rules 
covering rights, since ‘Hotel’ was of 
foreign origin and like ‘Good Earth’ 
was originally in novel form. 





‘Frenchmen’ in Revival 


At $2.50 for Chi’s Loop? 


Anatole Friedland 
Milt’s ‘50,000,000 
may become a regular legit musical 
again, to open June 19 in Chicago 
at $2.50 top, with Sophie Tucker 
added to the cast. 

Deal is supposed to be closed or 
dropped today (Tuesday) by the 
producers with the Shuberts, who 
want the show for either the Apollo 
or Cohan, Chi. 

Outside of addition of Miss 
Tucker the tab cast of 68 people 
probably will remain intact. 


De- 
tab 


and Joe 


Frenchmen’ 


AGENTS’ OFFICERS 


—_——_— 


Election of TARA—Pitman Again 


President 

Officers of the Theatrical Ar- 
tists’ Representatives Association 
(legit) are Richard Pitman re- 
elected president; Vv. p. Willie 
EXdelsten succeeding M. S. Bent- 
ham, one of the principal organ- 
izers of the TARA, who felt he had 
done his share of the preliminary 
work; secretary, Jenie Jacobs suc- 
ceeding Will Roehm; Ed Davidson, 
treasurer, re-elected 

Of the council, Tom Rok is 
re-elected and Walter Batchelor 
and Willie Edelsten newly elected. 

Juliu Kendler continues is 

nsellor for the organizatior 

William Morris agency ne its 
Paramount Publix disa iation 
has become Equity-enfranchised 

nd ill join the TARA at its next 
meeting 
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ST. LOUIS CIVIC OPERA 
ONLY SURE-THING SHOW 


St. Louis, June 6. 

The St. Louis Municipal Opera 
began its 14th season in the open 
air theatre in Forest Park last 
night (6) with a production of Sig- 
mund Romberg’s ‘The New Moon.’ 

Productions this year as last are 
under the direction of J. J. Shu- 
bert. Cast of operetta is headed 
by Charlotte Lansing, Guy Robert- 
son, Leonard Ceeley, Barbara New- 
berry and Harry K. Morton. Other 
players, all of whom have seen 
service on Broadway at one time 
x another, include John Gold- 
worthy, Joseph Wilkins, George 
iflouston, Victor Casmore, Frederic 
Persson, Frank Horn, Hope Emer- 
son, Virginia Watson, Marie Sterner, 
(harles Garland, Marice Christie, 
Carl Randall, Gladys Wheaton, Ma- 
rie Wilkins, Genevieve McCormick 
and Ruth Rathell. Twelve produc- 
tions running a week each will be 
given. 

Civic spirit is Municipal Opera’s 
working capital, for, while the opera 
in 13 seasons shows a profit of $6@,- 
695.75 on a total business of $4,000,- 
090, its operations have been 
financed by the guarantees of St. 
Louis people. 

When the opera was organized in 
1919, 60 St. Louisans pledged them- 
selves to pay in varying amounts 
up to $23,000 in case of a financial 
loss. They advanced each one-haif 
of his guarantee to provide the 
Ifunicipal Theatre association with 
a working capital. 

The same practice exists today 
when the list of guarantors amounts 
to more than 700 and their collective 
responsibility for the opera’s sea- 
son extends to approximately $150,- 
000. The money. is returned to 
them at the end of the season if 
the season shows a surplus. 

Twice in 13 years there have 
been seasonal deficits, which were 
repaid from the surplus accumulat- 
ing the succeeding year. In all the 
thirteen years of its history, no 
guarantor of Municipal Opera has 
ever lost a cent. 


Double Stock Tryout 


Albert Bein’s play, ‘Heavenly Ex- 
press,’ will get a double tryout this 
summer. John Shepard will do it 
at Scarborough, N. Y., and Jasper 
Deeter at the Hedgerow Theatre, 
Rose Valley, Pa. 

Bein is the young playwright who 
sold ‘Little Old Boy" to Phil Dun- 
ning and George Abbot for next 
fall. ‘Boy,’ a reform school play, 








was originally to have been done by |, 


Ben Hecht and Charlie MacArthur. 


HAL CHRISTY’S TWO 
Hollywood, June 6. 

Hal Christy has two plays set for 
New York. 

‘Black List’ will be produced by 
Hamilton Productions in the fall, 
and a translation of the German, 
‘The Stork is Dead,’ will be done »y 
A. H. Woods. 


‘KENTUCKY’ FOR STICKS 


Los Angeles, June 6. 

Edward Rowland and William 
Clifford are planning a tent show 
production of ‘In Old Kentucky.’ 

To play the sticks around Los 
Angeles, 

Reunites Rowland-Clifford combi- 
nation after 10 years. 











Stiefel Claim Disallowed 

Milton Stiefel’s salary claim 
against Josephine Degnon, stock 
producer, has been disallowed by 
arbiters. 

Stiefel was awarded only $20 for 
disbursements he made for... Miss 
Degnon's recent Long Island stock 
venture. He had sought two weeks’ 
pay and $45 disbursements. 





Rose Show at Majestic 

Billy Rose’s forthcoming musical 
is slated to go into the Majestic, 
New York. Revue will have a $2 
top. 

Lulu McConnell and Dave Appol- 
lon (vaude), reported engaged. Al- 
bertina Rasch will do the dances. 
Ballard MacDonald and William 
Wells the sketches. 














“Variety” 
FOR SUMMER 


Place a subscription for ‘Variety’ 
over the summer. From now 
untilLaborDay + + + $1.50 


Mail remittance with name and 
summer address. 

















Ex-Mrs. MacArthur 
Starts Alienation Suit 


Chicago, June 6. 
Six years after her divorce from 
Charles MacArthur, playwright and 
ex-newspaperman, Carol Frink, film 
critic on the Chicago ‘Herald-Ex- 
busted out with a $100,000 
alienation of affection 





aminer,’ 
suit against 
Helen Hayes, MacArthur’s present 
wife. 

Papers were filed last week in 
Circuit court, but kept confidential. 
Miss Hayes was served just as she 
was closing here with ‘The Good 
Fairy.’ She went on to New. York 
whence she is going abroad for the 
summer with MacArthur. Miss 
Frink claims certain press inter- 
views given out by Miss Hayes 
stated the latter first met Mac- 
Arthur in 1923 when he was sepa- 
rated from Miss Frink. This the 
critic denies, saying she was hap- 
pily married for three years at that 
time. 

The Frink-MacArthur 
started in 1920 with the 
taking place in New York that year. 


romance 


Both returned to Chicago and 
worked on the same paper. Six 
years later, in 1926, Miss Frink 


started divorce proceedings about 
the time MacArthur came through 
with his first stage hit, ‘Lulu Belle.’ 
Later she attempted to withdraw 
the suit, but the decree went 
through, with Miss Frink charging 
her attorney allowed the other side 
to get the decree against her con- 
sent. Settlement made at that time 
included 10% of MacArthur’s royal- 
ties on ‘Lulu Belle,’ which amounted 
to $4,000. That money, however, 
was never touched by Miss Frink 
and is still being held in escrow. 
In 1928, just prior to MacArthur's 
marriage to Miss Hayes, Miss Frink 
reopened her case and asked the 
divorce be set aside, but the Su- 
preme court refused to annul the 
ruling of the lower courts. That 
was about the time when Mac- 
Arthur's second hit, ‘Front Page,’ 
written with Be. Hecht, came on 
the horizon. 
Since then Miss Frink had for- 
gotten all about it, at least to the 
extent of legal action. Now the 
$166,000 action against Miss Hayes 


comes at a time when the actress 


is under contract to Paramount for 
several pictures, with the publicity 
not anticipated to be relished either 
by the actress or the studio, 





Diary of a Stooge 





(Continued from page 43) 


running up from the dressing rooms 
downstairs and said her husband 
was so drunk he couldn’t go on. 
She was all excited and swearing. 
One of the stagehands said this was 
a fine time to let people know, and 
then he ran out the door to get the 
manager, 

The orchestra leader kept mak- 
ing his men play and stretching his 
neck to look backstage and see 
what was the matter. Somebody 
yelled: ‘Where are the Four Flying 
Venuses? Let them go on now.’ 
Then a lady said: ‘I am one of the 
Four Flying Venuses and if you 
think we'll do a trapeze act before 
we get into our tights you're crazy.’ 

Everybody was excited, even me. 
Then a thought hit me and before I 
even knew what I was doing my- 
self I grabbed my banjo and ran 
out on the stage. 

When I got out there all alone I 
felt kind of nervous and wished I 
was back in the wings. The or- 
chestra leader looked at me real 
surprised so I said: ‘The man who 
was going to be here instead of me 
got drunk so I'm here instead of 
him,’ 

Everybody laughed even though I 
didn’t mean it to be funny, so I felt 
pretty good. I looked into the wings 
and people were waving at me so 
I smiled at them. 

There was no chair to sit on so I 
stood up. Then I started to say my 
act and I forgot it! 

It felt terrible just standing there 
and people sitting down looking at 
me. The more I tried to remember 
by act the more I forgot it. Pretty 
soon the people got kind of nervous 
and wondered what was going to 
happen. Just when it god bad and 
somebody started to clap, I remem- 
bered the act again! 

‘Ladies and gentlemen,’ I said to 
the people, ‘I am here with funny 





stories and anecdotes to amuse you 
with, First I will ask you what is 
the difference between a comb and 
a baby and the answer is a baby 
has no teeth.’ 


Nobody laughed and I was sur- 


marriage | 


prised, I decided maybe I wasn’t 
talking loud enough so I said the 
next one louder. 

‘Beside the mill there is a walk 
and on the walk there is a key. 
Mil-wau-kee.’ 

Nobody laughed again. I got 
worried, and to make it worse some- 
body was whispering at me to get 
off the stage, It was coming from 
the wings. 

Just when I started to say my 
next riddle a man in the audience 
yelled: ‘Are you lousy!’ Everybody 
laughed and clapped and my knees 
started shaking. I decided I better 
not tell any more riddles so I told 
the orchestra leader to play ‘Caro- 
lina Moon.’ 

‘I don’t know it,’ he said, 
could have dropped 
stage. 

There was nothing else for me to 
do but play it all by myself, so I 
started in. Then I found out an 
awful mistake. 

In Mr. Bowery’s act and when I 
' practiced in my room I always sat 
down and rested the banjo on my 
lap. But here I was standing up 
and I didn’t have any lap! 

The banjo kept slipping down 
and made me make the wrong 
chords and it sounded like I had 
never played it before in my life. 
Somebody started clapping again 
and everybody joined in, laughing 
and booing. But I kept right on 
playing awful 

Pretty soon somebody threw a 
penny at me and hit me on the 
forehead, and I dropped my banjo 
when’! lifted my hand to my head. 
People were screaming, they were 
laughing so hard, and a lot of more 
pennies bounced on the _ stage. 
While I was bent down somebody 
turned the lights off and there I 
was in the dark with the terrible 
noise of people laughing at me. I 
couldn’t see my banjo on the floor 
so I walked around to feel for it. 
All at once my foot landed right 
on top of it and made a scrunch. 
While I was trying to get my foot 
out of it a man grabbed me from 
behind and dragged me off the stage 
with my foot caught in the banjo. 
Then the music started playing 
again and the Four Flying Venuses 
jumped over me to start their act. 

Mr. Bernard was backstage with 
some other men and they pushed me 
into a little dressing room and 
closed the door. ‘Why did you go 
out there and ruin the show?’ Mr. 
Bernard yelled at me. ‘Don’t you 
know you were supposed to wait 
until there weren’t any people in 
the house before I saw your act?’ 

I could hardly keep from crying. 
‘Of course I didn’t know that,’ I 
said. ‘How can I do my act with- 
out any people looking at me?’ 

‘That’s the only way you'll ever 
do it,’ Mr. Bernard shouted. ‘Get 
out of here and stay out!’ 

‘I was only trying to help you out 
when that drunken man couidn’t 
go on,’ I said, and my voice got 
shaky. I knew I was going to cry 
then so I ran out of the little room 
with my foot still caught in my 
banjo. When I got there I took the 
barjo off my foot and it was a 
mess. That made me cry more, so 
I went to my room and tried to 
write in my diary. But I couldn't. 

I’ve been in. my room all day to- 
day eating nothing but oranges and 
I have the cramps again. 

I can’t look anybody in the face 


and I 
through the 





I’m Telling You 





(Continued from page 43) 
‘It must have been an awful dump 
in those days.’ 





The Question 

Getting tired of the same ques- 
tion concerning our dealings with 
the air firms. Someone asked us 
last week ‘How're you getting along 
with your radio? 

So we answered, ‘Fine, we had it 
fixed yesterday.’ 





Ostermania 


Thanks Walter, that was our first 
news story....Harry Cooper still 
runs around by himself....Harry 
(JoNy Times) Wardell postals from 
Paris and Venezia....he must be 
putting away foreign steaks....All 
Max Gordon needs is one more 
smash to go to the poor house.... 
Lew Brown, the song-fighter, owns 
the -horse called Indiantown.... 
Autos are now advertising, free 
feeling....New song out, ‘When 
Work Is Through’....what work? 
...-And listen, you muggs, that va- 
cation list in the ‘Variety’ office has 
everyone going away but Osterman 
—or do you consider what Jackie's 
been doing the last four months 
vacation enough ... ARE YOU 
READING. 
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With the latest agitation for Sunday legit performance subsiding ag 
fast as it started, there remains a difference of opinion as to Whether 
Sundays would actually increase the weekly gross as is claimed by some 
managers, Other showmen state that experience in seven day Cities 
points to little difference in the box office figures compared to Stands 
where Sundays are out. 

That appears to mark the difference between the draw of legit as com. 
pared with that of pictures and vaudeville. Frequently where Sunday 
nights are played Monday performances are unprofitable. The type of 
attraction is also a factor in Sunday performances in-the seven day 
spots, straight plays often not having as strong a draw as musicals. © 

Success of legit Sundays on Broadway is problematic. Last winter 
when such performances were given in aid of the unemployment relief 
fund, attendance was not as good as expected, save for one or two 
instances, It was claimed, however, that not enough publicity had been 
given the Sundays and that theatregoers would have to be ‘educated’ to 
performances on those nights. It is conceded that business at premieres 
would be improved if spotted on Sundays. 

At Equity’s meeting last week the matter of Sundays was brought up 
from the floor, but the chairman ruled it out of order. Members were 
told that Sunday. performances was a subject for a special meeting 
callable if a petition were presented to the Council. None such was filed 
with Equity up to Monday. 








All is not well on the musical front. Supposedly forthcoming shows 
aren't forthcoming, some apparently going back to the just in talk stage 
for good. At the same time some current musicals aren’t seeing black, 

‘Seein’ Is Believing,’ which Barry Buchanan announced several months 
ago, has gotten no further than the annoneement stage. Condition ig 
now where no one will believe until they see. 

Another announcement is Carl Hemmer’s ‘Jazz City,’ but after months 
it’s still just an announcement. Hemmer, who moved into George 
White's old offices, moved out again about two weeks ago. Proposed 
musical starring Heywood Broun hasn’t been heard of for some time, 

‘Fresh Faces,’ which was slated for rehearsals for Pat Leonard, is still 
slated for rehearsals, Summer revue which Norman Bel Geddes and 
Courtney Burr had on tap, is reported off now, at least unttfl .fall. 

Two of the current musicals, ‘Hot-Cha’ and ‘Face the Music,’ were 
forced to make cuts in order to keep going. Before “Cha’ was cut it was 
gaited to a reported $37,000 weekly gross before profiting. 





Senator Wagner’s (Dem. N. Y.) amendment to the tax bill asking for 
the exemption of legit tickets under $3 from the 10% tax was defeated 
on the Senate floor by a close vote, 39-28. In the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee the same amendment, only went down by 10-8, one more vote 
bringing a tie. 

Senator Wagner and Senator Pat Harrison fought for the legit end, 
Petition against the tax signed by legit leaders has been embodied in 
the Congressional Record. 

Entire fight made by the Theatre League against the tax, which 
stretched over several months, was done for only $2,300, far less than 
the amounts expended by other lobbies that also lost their fights in 
having taxes removed. Amount was paid mainly by league embers, 
but with some outside contribs. 





Revival of ‘Show Boat’ was not without managerial vexations despite 
the fact that the production used is almost intact from the warehouse— 
it was the investiture of the Chicago presentation which was virtually 
new. 

One expense item which cropped up was the crew, union ruling the 
attraction a road show. That meant nine more men than figured with 
a combined weekly wage of about $880 to be added, It was explained that 
any attraction resuming within five years from the original presenta- 
tion must use the same number of stagehands, Crew numbers 48 men, 





With 20 attractions played at Kansas City Shubert theatre during the 
season just closed, house is one of the few in the country that made 
money. Town gives credit to Ray Whittaker, manager, who obtained 
Chamber of Commerce support and the local papers which gave freely 
of space to keep the city on the legit map. 

With the exception of a few weeks of dramatic stock at the Orpheum, 
the Shubert had the legitimate field to itself, 





Personal draw of Paul Muni, who stepped out of ‘Counsellor at Law’ 
at the Plymouth, New York, was indicated last week when the show’s 
gross dropped from $12,000 to $8,000. Understood, however, that trade, 
after Otto Kruger replaced, was better than anticipated. Kruger played 
the same part in the Chicago company, 

Muni will do a picture for Warners but agreciment with the show calls 
for his return to ‘Counsellor’ earty in the fall when it will tour key cities 
other than Chi. 





Harry Rosenthal has moved the famiiy over from Philly and they 
have a house at Brighton Beach. Brought over by his pop is the latter's 
collection of violins, 75 in number. Rosenthal pere is familiar with all 
the fiddles and has the habit of talking to them, 

Old boy can and does play every instrument in an orchestra. In addle 
tion to the violins he has at least four bass viols, as many ‘cellos and 
numerous brasses, Their home is like a music store. 





Los Angeles Theatre and Music Guild, which has leased the Mason 
theatre, will be on a strictly co-op basis. Marcel Silver, former Fox 
director, who heads ‘xe project, is trying to form a perinanent musical 
theatre on a subscription basis. 

Life patrons will pay $1 and be entitled to approximately 20% off on 
seats during the life of the guild. 





Samuel Schwartzman, the theatrical lawyer, is handling his affairs 
by telephone from his bedside, Reason is poison ivy and plenty of it. 

The barrister got the idea he was a big out of doors man. So early 
last week he rented a boat up Larchmont way and with a companion 
went fishing. They beached the tub on an island, cooked the catch and 
then reposed on the greenery. They knew nothing about botany then. 





Cast of ‘Hay Fever,’ which folded last week in Chicago after oné 
week, was stranded in the town and the performers were sent back to 
New York by Equity. Claim for salaries due expected to be filed and 
brought before the council this week. 

Performers claimed that they received only one-half of salaries due 





An ad for Carroll's ‘Vanities’ is still showing in the small card 
machines in some of the New York taxicabs. ‘Vanities’ closed some timé 
ago with the contract apparently unexpired and being used up despite 
the musical’s demise. 

Peculiar part of it is that the theatre advertised is Carroll's (now thé 
Casino) where Zieggy’s ‘Show Boat’ holds out, 





When a stock company opened by a picture company flops, stock 
managers blame it mainly on the picture management, Claim is that 
the filmites aren't wise to the management of stock, 

Latest exaple pointed out by the legit ‘side is the closed Publix troup@ 
in Scranton, Pa., after four weeks. 
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Only Half Dozen Profit Makers 


Survive on Broadway Show List 








Not more than halt’ a dozen| | Prisco Local ict 


shows on Broadway are making 
appreciable profits and there are 
less than a dozen and a half on 
the list in total. Summer heat ar- San Francisco, Jun 
rived early and business slid off The locally 
further, with the Street lethargic. ™ sees 

No show approximated capacity Time, 


produced operetta 


‘Love bowed out of the Geary 


Yast week. . ‘Of Thec I Sing’ held} last Saturday night after two weeks 
that pace for six months. It was . ’ 

P - mn 4 as , I arty ) an: 
not materially off, but there was a how was the property of H 


dip in attendance. Only one other | Linne, its author. At end of the 


musical pulling paying trade is/| first week he and Curran Swint 
’ FY € . 

‘Show Boat, which got $36,000 last company manager, handed stage- 

week. Revival’s staying power yet | hand and musicians’ union checks 


to be tested. ‘Hot-Cha’ and ‘Face 
the Music,’ which were leaders for 
the first 10 weeks of their respec- 
tive engagements, have dropped so 


with the stipulation that there was 
no money at that time in the bank 
to cover them. 


+ — 


badly that either or both may close Linne then turned the show over 
this Saturday. Both chopped op-|to William Nourse, Los Angeles| 
erating expenses as predicted and | business man and fiance of Marie 
both reduced the admission scales. | Wells, one of the operetta’s leads. 





Only other run musical is ‘Cat and | Nourse scrammed for Los 


~s , . airl«s , | - ° . 

the Fiddle’ doing fairly well. in an effort to raise the money and 

‘Another Language now tops the came home with the bacon. Equity 

dramatic group with the’ gross dla catia onan ail dent : 
‘ ‘ k A i« . 


‘Reunion in 
virtue 


at $13,000; 
more by 


slightly off 


Vienna’ got a little George Cunning- 


Han- 


Show’s producer, 


Angeles | 


of an added matinee; ‘Animal | ham, and his assistant, Billy 
Kingdom’ about $11,500 and due to | sen, with money still due them, left | 
close. Few of the other attractions |for San Clemente, where they will 
appear to have a chance for sum-|rest up and prepare a show for | 
mer, ‘Counsellor at Law’ being a| next season, ‘The Chiselers,’ which | 
probable exception, _although it | Cunningham savs he will produce. 
slumped to $8,000 after changing | ‘ 

leads. | —— 


None of last week’s quartet of 
new shows has a chance for money. 
‘Bridal Wise’ looked fairly good at 
the Cort, but a $6,000 first omer | 
disappointed; ‘Christopher Comes | 
Across’ opened and closed at 4 

vale; ‘Hire sbi ’ figured <¢ ‘ ‘ , ’ 
ae eset the tise: Miue baw. | Phantom Cargo, Boston's 
: | legit, at the Plymouth, opening cold 


day,’ Provincetown, strictly for the | : : : 
Village | Monday night (29) for the first time 


‘Film Hopes Hold Over 
‘Phantom Cargo’ in Hub 


Boston, June 6. 


only 





| | Nn; 


| 


| 


‘Merry Go Round’ will stop at | on any stage, and with weather not 
the Avon this week and there is | ideal was able to get by with $6,000, 
dobut about ‘Animal Kingdom.’ |and stays a second week. 
Only show scheduled for next week Play is regarded highly by picture 
is ‘Backfire,’ a co-operative ven- | neople as having screen possibilities 
_ and with this in mind the show is 

Estimates for Last Week being held over until the right peo- 

‘Another Language,’ Booth (7th| Ple see it. 
week) (C-708-$3). Dropped a bit seme 
last week but now tops the non- 
musical field with about $13,000; ° ° 
looks best comedy bet for summer Sex Hints in Loop 
stay. Chicago, June 6. 


‘Bridal Wise,’ Cort (24d week) (C- 
1,043-$3). Some lower floor trade 
from agencies; around $6,000, maybe 
even break and should do better. 

‘Christopher Comes Across,’ Roy- 
ale. Withdrawn last Saturday after 
playing five days. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Cohan (35th 
week) (M-1,400-$3). Business 
eteadied and second week since re- 
moval from Globe rated over $14,- 
500; okay at scale and may stay. 

‘Counsellor - at - Law,’ Plymouth 
(32d week) (C-1,041-$3). Took dive 
due to change in leads (Paul Muni 
to coast), going from $12,000 to $8,- 
000; warm weather hurt; still may 
stick. 

‘Face the Music,’ New Amsterdam 
(i7th week) (M-1,720-$3). Ticket 
scale slashed from $5.50 to $3; first 
time for major musical to chop so 
drastically; salaries similarly cut; 
under $18,000 last week. 


‘Hey, Nonny, Nonny,’ Shubert (1st 


Randolph street goes honky tonk 
this week with the Garrick, ex-Shu- 
bert property, reopening with a sex 
lecture gang under Dr. Walter Chilo. 
‘Love and Desire’ is the ballyhoo. 

Along with the usuai spiel and 
book selling will be a lineup of girl 
models. Originally the Doc had a 
picture along he wanted to put in, 
but he abandoned that idea when 
he found out about four operators 
in the booth. 

Deal was made direct with the 
Garrick Theatre building on a 
straight rental, with the first week 
up in advance. 





McNutt ‘Fever’ Claim 


Cast of ‘Hay Fever’ have filed 
claims against Patterson McNutt, 
following the show's Chicago clos- 
week) (R-1,395-$3). Presented in- ing. Citation amounts to about $2,- 
dependently (Forest Haring and J.|500. Equity also has due the fares 
H. Del Bondio); was first called|to bring the players back to New 
‘Words and Music’; opened Monday | york, 
after several postponements. When first the piece opened on 

‘Hired Husband,’ Bijou (2d week) Broadway, McNutt posted a letter 
(C-605-$3). Opened late last weex,|o¢ guarantee for four weeks only, 
peas waitorenly atverss 8 eae after which no additional guarantee 
= get aang show appears to have it- went up, the cast accepting this 

‘Hot Cha,’ Ziegfeld (14th week) coreneenens wie apparent approv- 
(M-1,622-$4.40). As with ‘Face the |@! from Equity. 
Music’ provisional notice up; will Fever’ played the Adelphi in Chi, 
try to stick; last week claimed over | getting a meager $2,500 on its week. 
$27,000; no profit. Ralph Kettering, receiver for the 


‘Man Who Changed His Name,’ | Adelphi, is involved in the ‘Fever’ 
Broadhurst (6th week) (D-1,118-|tangle, due to a claimed guarantee. 
$3). May close any Saturday; 





meller’s trade light from start with 
pace approximating $4,000. 


MASQUERS TROUPING 





‘Merry-Go-Round,’ Avon (7th wy > 6 
week) 7(D-830-$3). Final week: Hollywood, June 6. 
heldover this week for theatre party Masquers minstrel shows pre- | 
Monday which will probably pro-|sented at the club Sunday night 
vide one third of week's gross; | will play several one-nighters in 
maybe $3,000 last week. and around Los Angeles for Bene- 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (24th | ft of relief fund. 
week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Only five Attraction is opening at the Hol- 
dollar show left; off on some nights | },..50q Playhouse in a week. 
last week because of weather, but} ° ¥ 
great at $27,000. 

‘On the Make,’ 48th St. (3rd ’ , 
week) (C-969-$3). Co-operative | Lefty Miller); written by John 


show in rough going; cut rates and | Montague; opens tonight (7). 
pass money; estimated around §$2,- ‘Thousand Summers,’ Selwyn (3rd 
600. week) (CD-1,067-$3). Chances for 
‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Guild (30th | Summer stay not definite; fair busi- 
week) (C-914-$3). Played an extra | Ness se ond week at $9,000 again. 
matinee last week (Memorial Day) Other Attractions 
which sent takings to $13,000 or a ‘ ’ ‘ 
bit more; has been easing off and Show Boat, “ 
last weeks announced. revival at $36,000 
‘The Animal Kingdom,’ ass CONS 
; : : ‘Troilus and Cressida,’ Broadway) 
engagement Players Club in revival of little uss 


(22nd week) (C-1,099-$3). 
money last | Shakespeare play; one week. 


in lead may extend 

after this week; made 

week at nearly $11,500. ‘Blue ene tr el 
‘The Boy Friend,’ Morosco (ist | Village product 

week) (CD-893-$3). Presented in- | ‘Yeah Man,’ 

dependently (Carl Hunt and George | days, 





isino (Carroll); 


regarded excel- 


Empire 
Change 


town a 


Province 


Park Lane last twe 


| final week) 





|; management for the St. 


| Near capacity at $27,000. 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Clowns in Clover’ (Leslie) 
Ambassador. 
‘Dread’ (Abramson - Smith), 


113 W. 42. 











Quits Cast Part Paid CORNELL'S 5-DAY 


26 Gs HOT 
FOR L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 6. 


| ‘Barretts of Wimpole Street’ start- |! 
|}ed at the Biltmore 


Tuesday evening 
and gave the town its first sock dra- 
matic attraction in a year. First 
five days (seven performances) saw 
$26,000 come through the window, 
practically all of it contributed by 


the picture colony as a tribute t 
Katharine Cornell, not only becausé 

her artistry, but also be ise so 
far she has remained out of ]} 
tures. Show is in for 11 days and 
looks like a. sell-out for the entire 
engagement. 

is luise Fazenda in ‘The Alarm 
Clock’ blew out of the El Capitan 


after three poor weeks. Final stanza 
with the help of a theatre party, got 
about $3,000. That’s two grand be- 
low average for the house 
Denny in ‘Blessed Event’ opened 
Sunday to a good advance. First 
time the picture player has appeared 
on a local stage. 


‘The Mad Hopes,’ with Billie 
Burke starred, also took the easiest 
way after three lean weeks. Blow- 
off week got about $6,000, which is 
muchly low for the Belasco. House 


remdins dark one week, with the 
York company of 
the Dark’ opening June 12. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘The Alarm Clock,’ El Capitan (34d, 
final week) (C-1,571-$1.50). Stayed 
three weeks only to keep the house 
estimated $2,800 for the closer. 
‘Es lessed Event’ opened Sunday. 


New 


‘Barretts of Wimpole Street,’ Bilt- | 


(CD-1,656-$3). 
Best non- 
House 


more (1st five days) 


musical gross this season. 


|} added two rows of seats to take care | 


of ’em. 
‘The Mad Hopes,’ Belasco (34, 
(C-1,103-$2.50) Closed 


to $5.700 without getting out of the 


red. House shuttered for a week, 
then ‘Whistlling in the Dark’ opens 


June 12, 





Burlesque Tryout Spot 


A break-in in a burlesque theatre 
is being given the colored musical 


J. Loomis is producing. Show, 
called ‘Hot Chot Chot’ for the try- 
out only, opened Monday (6) at 


Werba’s Brooklyn theatre for a 
week. If the show looks okay it'll 
be toured as a legit under a new 
title. 


Cast includes Johnny Hudgins, 
Eddie Hunter, Speedy Smith, Andy 
Tribal, Chappelle and_ Steneto, 


Gaines and Parker, 
May Brown and a 


Gaines Bros., 
Midgie Lane, 





band, 
Burtis’ Film Hope 
Hollywood, June 6. 
Thompson Burtis, playwright, 


brought here by Charles Rogers to 
script ‘Madison Square Garden,’ is 
now off Rogers’ payroll, but intends 
spending the summer here for an- 
other try at pictures. 

Won’t go east until fall when his 


‘Aces Down’ will be produced by | 


Roland Stebbins. 





Future Plays 





‘Cyrano,’ 
Locke and Samuel Pokrass, opens 
in St. Louis, Aug. 22, under Shubert 
Louis Mu- 
nicipal Opera closing this compan) 
Natalie Hall, Geo. Hustor 
Allan Jones, 
Manila Pow- 
Virginia 


season. 
Doris Patston, 
Hassell, Carl Randall, 
ers, Lorraine Weimer, 
Watson. 

| ‘The Mighty Weak,’ by Sam Ship- 
man, for A. H. Woods in the fall 

| Gold Coast,’ formerly ‘Cease Fir- 
jing’ by A. Barbard 
| soon for George 


Geo! ere 


| hearse Rothschild 

| Scott Moore staging. 

| ‘American Madness’ by Pinc 

William Tell for fall production by 

'the American Theatre of France. 
‘Gas’ by Georg Kaiser is rehe 

ing for Robert Caille, 

probably go into the Provinceto. 


act ray “A 
actor, ana W 


Playhouse. Play, recently issued 
hook form, deals with mass pre 
tion and was produced in England 
Sir Parry Jacksor 
‘The World Does Move, by ©a 


+ 


rington Phelps, for Robert Newmar 


Reginald } 


‘Whistling in|} 


set to music by Charles | 


Merry to re- 


| 


Leeal Productions Hope of Chi; 
~—‘Seandals’ Folds on $34,000 Wk. 





+ a 
‘Pastures’ Gets $12,000; | Chicago, June 6. 
“- | Legit phase here is down to the 
Others Low in Frisco | summer struggle basis. Current 
weeks exhibits are limited to the 
ancises¢ June 0. 17-week survivor, * nsellor-ate 
W hile Green Pastures held over 2 Law,’ and last night's (5) newe 
1d continued t de exceptional | comer, ‘Love on Approval,’ as come 
siness, rest of the town hovered | red t) s_ven this time last year, 
the botton } With no support likely from the 
= nd we k of Reginal De ny ir its i. lon stretch a i the 
, Blessed Event did poorly for |} indie Broadway producers leery of 
Henry Duffy at the Alcazar, less hancing their attraction here un- 
|} than $4,000, and Duffy took it to | aer , resent conditions, the local 
Holly wood, allowing Charle s Ray a managers are scouting around for 
| Sunday night opening in House hom« etown bankrolls to do their own 
Beautifur with tic kets selling well. | ».oducing. vy lelphi management 
_ Ant ther second-weeker, ‘Love | has coralled a colored revue, with 
Time at the Geary, home town | the tentative title of ‘Do Your Stuff’ 
production of the operetta, was an-| that it wculd like to open June 12 
other one of those things and show |} if an vnderwriting angel can be 
was scheduled to close Saturday | foyn- ; the me antime 
night. Gate was near the $2,500 | Fusiness for the three attractions 
mark. — : A Se ;} on tap the past week took a nice 
Fourth and final week of Edward | .,,,,,+4 ; in Seas Pon as ? hali 
Everett Horton 7 Springtime fo} tere —_ ee " Us na holiday 
Het t he ¢ losed MOAN SCCIS TOE’ Lint ewe 
: : $7.01 me been i t . ¢ 3 bolstering of 
G € Pasture grabbed $ S« al s t the ( eg 4 mak 
000 for its third stanza and remains otra 5a te me vag Stone “ hivht 
for another one. i the e * ' ‘or ” ; sae : ry 
The Billie Burke show, due into | sal 3 at the ate e eg yullt Up 
Curr n June 13 has been cancelled. ; een tnro the week to around 
$94,000, or nine grand better than 


initial session, 
Revue called it a tour Saturday, 


One-Night Stock Try for | with ays names out apn ~ cast 


booked op n at the K Chi- 


e H cago Friday of this week. 
W.B. Coast Film Houses | ““evit pass’s. out of the setwyn, 


joined the ‘Scandals’ production on 
the vay to Drama 


= the previous and 


storehouse. 


Hollvwood,. June 6 | did not fare .o well on the hold- 
Warner Brothers is trying out one | Over week, buc netted enough over 
night a week of dramatic stock at | the Month's span to rate it a fairly 


profitable engagement. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Whittier, 
Pedro and 


Huntington Park, San 
Santa Barbara. 


Stock troupe organized by Ralph ‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Erlanger 
| Bell started off with ‘Baby Mine.’ | (17th week) (CD-1,319; $3). Still 
} ‘Fair and Warmer’ is next, open- | setting some straight sale play, 

Picked up neatly toward the end of 


Whittier 


' 
jing at Tuesds (7). 
— Puceday ? , the week and tallied an edge above 
ee ee oe $7,000 stop — _— to excel 
a the se —- record, 19 weeks, set by 
| Merged Audiences Set | Green Pastures.’ 
‘Devil Passes,’ Selwyn (4th-final 
week) (D-1,086; $3).. Wound up the 
$6,000 on a nip- 


trade a big 


Pittsburgh, June 6. 
around 
week. Party 


run with 


and-tuck 


Nixon theatre legit site 


Erlanger 


| here, has been picked over the Alvin | . 

as the local home of American The- | help on the last two days. Crack 
ar : seme oeE? | exploitation chiefly responsible for 

mitwclag een prenuetions, seprenety its holding out over the originally 

ing the merger subscription lists of slated two weeks. Nothing set to 


the Theatre Guild and the Profes- | come in here. 


| stonal Players. Bessie W. Bugh- ‘Love on Approval,’ Playhouse (C- 
man and Mrs. T. M. Jones, III, | 603; $2.50). Came in Sunday night, 


with Cecil Spooner; 
peal from scratch, 

‘Scandals,’-Civic Opera House (2d 
final week) (R-3,500; $3). Had fig- 
ured on a four weeks’ stay. ‘Final 
week’ announcement started them 
flocking from Sunday on, with the 
box office line increased by per- 
formance, Balcony rack cleaned out 
Friday and Saturday, but even at 
around $34,000 total not outstanding 
for this spot. Foldup take, however, 
substantial enough to reduce appre- 
ciably the huge loss White had 
been figured to take here. Show 
had been penciled to follow Chicago 
with a week in Cleveland. 


social leaders here and organizers or. cut-rate ap- 
of the Shubert subscription list last 
season, will head the group. 

Future of Alvin as result in doubt. 
House is owned by WB but until 
last fall, when it was turned back 
to original owners, had been ope- 
rated by Shuberts under a long- 
term lease. 

Pittsburgh's third legit site, Pitt, 
once a Shubert holding but sold 
months ago at a sheriff's sale, re- 
mains a white elephant. 














‘Gratitude’s’ Fast Revival 


Revieving a play for Broadway 
that’s not two years old will be 
tried by O. E. (Harry) Wee and 
Jules Leventhal. Show is ‘That’s 
Gratitude,’ opening at the Waldorf, 





Elitch’s 40-Yr. Reunion 


Denver, June 6. 
Sverything set for the 40th, anni- 
versary of the Elitch theatre June 11, 


New York, June 16. Arnold Gurtler is rounding up 
Golden originally produced it in|every person who attended the 
September, 1930. Frank Craven /opening week and will entertain 


them at a banquet and at the show 
afterwards. Looks like nearly 75 
will be guests of honor. The ban- 
quet will be held either in the Orch- 
ard cafe or under the trees at Elitch 
McHugh, Amy Atkinson. Robert |Gardens. Mayor George D. Begole 
3urton of the Golden office is stag- | will be present, not only in his cae 
ing. | pacity as mayor, but as one who ate 
itended the opening week 40 years 
| ago. Governor Adams and other 
| notables have been invited. 

‘Blessed Event’ will be the initial 
|offering of the stock company. The 
cast will include Roger Pryor and 
' Selena Royle, leads 


wrote and starred in it. 

Revival cast includes Taylor 
Holmes, J. C. Nugent, Maida Reade, 
Gerald Kent, Helen Merman, War- 
ren Ashe, Howard Hall, Frances 








New Cast Peps Trade 
June 6. 


director of the 
replaced 





kron, O., 
Charles Emmerich, 
first local stock in 


se 
his whole cast in the 


} 
years, 


hope of stimu- 


|} lating business. 
‘| New company includes Betts | Town Socks Tent Shows 
Winkle David Bunn, Fay ‘Tre 
maine Betty Ferris and  Eari| Burlington, Ja., June 6. 
Tucker. The leads replaced were The death knell to traveling tent 
Nan Duncan and Charles Har-| Stock companies was sounded here 
risor Two of the former company | in an amended ordinance by the 
remain, Walter Jones and Robert| city council, Will hit anything from 
| Hicks. | Chautauqua to revival gatherings 
I: ine } improved Emmerich | Amended ordinance provides for 
re] i fee of $590 a day, or $250 for a 
_— soenenmanateneieitaeaeaiiies | week. Not any of the stocks trav- 
| eling in this territory can stand the 
Baron Quits Erlangers rate. ‘ 
s 1 J. Baron 1 no longer at- | - - 
torney for the Erlanger office, hav- | Topeka Stock Gives Up 
ng resigned and mov-d out of the! Tope ; e 6. 
New Ar erdar Pheatre buildir | Even ne I ‘ 0 
Pare y c positir « ] ‘ ‘ 3 
te vp itor the « ‘ j { a 
tate of A. L. } nae | 
j } Aj pute the I r ‘ 4 ntro- 
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Plays on Broadway - 





BRIDAL WISE 


Farce comedy in three acts. Presented at 


the Cort May 30 by Sigourney Thayer. 
Written by Albert Hackett and Frances 
Goodrich. Madge Kennedy starred, James 
Rennie featured. Staged by Frank 
Craven. ; 

PO cis) oteccecnce sheds 65 k' Cae Lew Payton 
Mary... .cccccccccessescese: ..-Eila Gordon 
OME. <6 cedcawebendts Victor Beecroft 
Peter Burroughs......... ..Jackie Kelk 
Sam... bide cesadbbocese Raymond Bishop 
Joyce Burroughs....«... .Madge Kennedy 
Gidney Weems......... Raymond Walburn 
Alan Burroughs........-.....James Rennie 
Maw Mileisec c+ csccocepecccoes Thelma Marsh 
Major Weston....c.ee.-- George Wright, Jr. 
GOPGOM .. cc ccccccccsececccccces Ben Lackland 
Mra. CRACE....ccccesecccseess ..Sara Perry 


Babe Harrington. .....c.ceeeeses Blyth Daly 





Another star comes to Broadwav 
at the season’s end. It is Madge 
Kennedy, of alluring voice and dis- 
tinctive feminine charm. The new 
play is fairly diverting and should 
register m-~ “erately, summer weath- 
er being the unknown factor. 

Chief name support is James 
Rennie, who joined up after the 
show opened out of town, and who 
gives a good account of himself. But 
there is a kid actor, Jackie Kelk, 
who means much in this perform- 
ance. Won't be surprising if the 
little chap should be grabbed for 
Holly wood. 

Miss 2Zennedy plays an attractive 
young wife, Joyce Burroughs, \whose 
home is nearly broken up when 
Alan, the husband, makes the mis- 
take of falling for another woman, 
whom he speecily discovers rates 
far beneath his mate. Part is akin 
to that which she played in ‘Paris 
Bound.’ Story is worked out dif- 
ferently because of their youngster, 





who irritates the others but never 
the parents and not the audience. 

Alan has retired while still a 
young man and takes himself a 
country place in Maryland, going 
nutty about horses and stocking a 
stable with hunters. For instance, 
he pays five G’s for one, although a 
wind-sucker. Alan goes a-hunting 
daily in carmine and buckskin out- 
fits, falling at the jumps regularly. 
Hobby is not to Joyce’ liking, nor 
does she care about the equestrian 
art. 

During a six weeks’ stretch, when 
Joyce and the kid have whooping 
cough, Alan stays at the club and 
is well intrenched with the horsey 
set. Also he gets hinuself a girl 
friend, Babe Harrington, who reeks 
of the stables but thinks that ‘a 
nice, wholesclme smell.’ Babe of- 
fers to train his horses, and he in- 
vites her to take quarters in the 
house, along with her nosey aunt, 
similarly nuts about nags. Joyce 
had planned a trip to Havana, but 
he won’t go along. Upshot of the tilt 
has Joyce going off with Gidney 
Weems, a sappy sort of lawyer. 

Third act finds them divorced and 
remarried, with neither contented 
with the. new set-ups. Jackie, back 
from boarding school, brings up the 
problem as to which parent shall 
have him. Two honeymoons are in 
the offing but none comes off, be- 
cause the kid, having filled his 
stomach with all sorts of eats, gets 
ill, and both parents rush to take 
care of the boy. That forces all 
hands to remain overnight. By mis- 
take Alan’s new bride and Joyce’s 
new hubby sleep in the same bed 
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and are discovered by the kid. That 
riles the pair so much that they 
are agreeable to annulment—any- 
thing to get away from the boy. 
Anyhow, his parents realize they 
want each other more than any- 
thing else. 

Situations are farcical most of the 
time. Some of the lines seemed 
useless and one was ridiculous. 
Seven-year-old Jackie complains 
when the lawyer happened to pinch 
his arm, the grown-up sillily reply- 
ing: ‘Well, he hit me first.’ Really 
amusing, however, is Joyée, “who 
wants to visit New York, tired of 
being awakened by birds -every 
morning. She’d welcome the racket 
of riveting machines, wants to walk 
on hard pavements—and ‘I want to 
see Jewish people.’ 


nearly breaks up the Burroughs’ 
home, seemed quite true to type, 
doing a good job. Master Kelk has 


a sidekick in a little pick, Raymond 
Bishop, and teamed in_ childish 
roughhouse, they are enough to 
annoy anyone who didn’t love tl.em. 
Raymond Walburn plays the law- 
yer—foolish, not smart. 

‘Bridal Wise’ was worked on -and 
staged by Frank Craven. Albert 
Hackett and Frances Goodrich col- 
laborated on the writing as they did 
with ‘Up Pops the Devil,’ a fairish 
success a season or two ago. Latest 
effort is not quite as good. Ibee. 


BLUE MONDAY 


presented 
June. 2, 


Benson 





three acts, 
Playhouse, 
written by 


Comedy drama in 
at the Provincetown 
by Barnett. Warren; 
Inge; staged by presenter. 





PRR. cc tccodctedectocceses Theodore St. John 
LUCY... cvecccccceccaceseses® Claire, Carleton 
ONE cb-0h sd 6 casnes thes + eens Frederic Tozere 
Mr. Kampfer..cccccceses George M. Clough 
TANIGE wicicodecdcccceccesecsoses Bruno Wick 
Manny.....-- rrr yy «ee. William Maxweli 
Bill Mayes..... eeceeus Burton Mallory 
HOBAN..'. .-ceovcccvcccccesecs Louis E. Miller 
Henders....cesceres TTTTT John W, Bawley 
rom-Tom....e-« eocecerecenes James Dunmore 
ReEMINA.. ceccccveccessevvecces= Vera Walton 
Antoinette, ..«..» eccbccccvaceep es Mitzi Grill 
Mamie...cececece evceccesd Amelia Komptish 
TOUS oo ods bie ctccsccsceeisess Edward D'Oize 


Better than the 
wich Village play product is ‘Blue 
Monday, but it has no chance for 
Broadway, and it is doubtful if the 
new group had such an engagement 
in mind. 

New names for the most part. 
Barnett Warren, who produced the 
show, is said to be the brother of 
Jacob Ben-Ami, a figure on the 
Yiddish stage. His direction at- 
tracted attention of show people 
present at the premiere. 
Impression as to the play was 
that it would have been more ef- 
fective as a sketch rather. than 
three acts. Short in running. time, 
‘Blue Monday’ moved along easily 
however, a credit to the presenta- 
tion. 

Simple scene is the workshop in 
a Brooklyn lamp-shade factory; the 
setting probably faithful in details, 
though miniature on this stage. 
Lucy, the good looking bookkeeper, 
is about to be married’ to Frank, 
a rough, sullen fellow, who: paints 
things on shades. It seems that 
Frank had plied her with wop wine 
in the home of Tony, another work- 
er, and had taken advantage of her 
condition. It was that incident that 
led to her promise to wed. 

Into this illiterate ensemble comes 
Paul, an artist, who lives over the 
Village, reduced to such = work 
through necessity. Unable to sup- 
ply a wife with things she de- 
manded, she had gone with anather 
man. Paul’s speech is cultured 
compared to that of the workshop 
and his quiet manner appeals. to 
Lucy, who regards him as the man 
she had been waiting for. 

Lucy refuses to go through with 
the ceremony and on Monday the 
others discover their gifts and the 
party of the Saturday before had 
gone for naught. Frank enters 
while Paul and Lucy are talking, 
the others being out for lunch. She 
wanted to go away with him. In 
a jealous rage, after she falsely 
claimed to have spent the night 
with Paul, the jilted fiance shoots 
them both. 

The drama could have happened, 
in fact, seemed a more or less fa- 
miliar, drab, tab story. But is done 
well as played by Claire Carleton 
as Lucy, Theodore St. John.as the 
artist, Frederic Tozere as -Frank, 
with Bruno Wick playing an Italian 
standing out among the small parts. 

Foee. 





average Green- 





HIRED HUSBAND 


Comedy in three acts presénted at the 
Bijou June 3 by August L. Stern; written 
by same; staged by Alfred White. 


MOGGEW THRPP sc cccccccesccices Paul Everton 
Edward Gray... .cccocses Herbert Ashton, Jr. 
Blodgett 0eeeeds COC COCO RCS Isidore Marcil 
J. area Terry Carroll 
Helen BrookS....secssseess.-Flavia Arcaro 
Walte® Brooks. ooo ecocct ove Waldo Edwards 


One set, six persons cast would 
;seem to.give ‘Hired Husband’ an 
|} edge, but though other shows with 
similar set-ups have clicked in some 
measure, this one is doubtful be- 
cause it is a comedy minus laughter. 


to be of the Bronx ‘Home News’ edi- 


the presenter. Billing of a ‘Sterling 
comedy,’ however, means something 
else, namely that Robert Sterling is 
‘in.’ Latter had a piece of ‘Diamond 
Lil,’ the Mae West show, and hunks 
of other tries thereafter. 

House board billing plays up 
Terry Carroll, sister of Nancy Car- 





roll and likewise a niece of Billy 


Blyth Daly, the horsewoman who | 


The author, August Stern, is said | 


torial staff, and he is supposed to be | 


Plays Out of Town 





PHANTOM CARGO 


Boston, June 3. 
A melodrama in three acts, by Samuel 
Dockrell and Neil Anders; staged by Rich- 
ard BP. Whorf and Miss Anders and pro- 
duced by Mr. Whorf and Al Duffy at the 
Plymouth theatre for the first time on any 


stage. 





A hard-boiled melodrama of the 
tropic seas.can hardly be rated as 
ideal dramatic matter for June. On 
the other hand, only a brave man 
would have dared produce it at any 
time and theatre rentals and sal- 
aries are available at bargain prices 


when the weather gets hot. 
sefore the evening is over, 200 
Chinamen have been thrown over- 


board to feed the sharks, one man 
has been stabbed to death, two oth- 
ers have been Shot down In front of 
the audience, the wireless operator 
has been drugged, a coast guard 
boat has been rammed and sunk, a 
million dollars in diamonds stolen 
from the ship’s safe, a gang leader 
has been put on the spot, a man 
has been killed by machine gun fire 
and the choicest bit comes in the 
torturing of a gangster by squeez- 
ing his hands in a paper press un- 
til his fingers spurt blood. 
‘Phantom Cargo’ was written by 
Samuel Dockrell, said to be a 
former revenue officer: with techni- 
cal collaboration and staging by 
Miss Anders and Richard Whorf. 
Young Whorf is rated as the most 
versatile theatrical personality in 
New England, as he writes his own 
stuff, acts it, stages it and even 
builds his own sets, Now he is 
producing and while this one will 
probably not carry him far, the 
town is with'‘him, and that helps 
sell seats. 
Plot has to do with the racket 
of smuggling Chinese from Panama 
into San Francisco and the entire 
action occurs in the lounging cabin 
of a tramp steamer. In addition to 
the cargo of Chinese there is a 
tough collection of passengers in- 
cluding a fat lady who runs a canal 
dive, a Sadie Thompson type of 
adventuress, a diamond robber, a 
foppish Chinese sycophant procurer 
who peddles hasheesh, and a gang- 
ster racketeer. The ship is in 
charge of a tough little Spig mate 
who is double crossing the Chicago 
gangster who owns the boat. They 
call him ‘Phosphorous’ because you 
can see him but you can’t get hold 
of him. and whenever the coast 
guard boats overhaul him he 
throws so many Chinamen over- 
board that the water turns so yel- 
low it appears phosphorescent. 
Whorf plays the tough little mate, 
naked from the waist up, covered 
with nude tattooing, and wielding a 





La Hiff of the Tavern. The newest 
Miss Carroll is blonde and person- 
able. She formerly appeared with 
Nancy in a sister act, did some pic- 
ture work and was in several Broad- 
way musical shows. Her histrionic 


gifts, however, are hardly brought 
forth in ‘Hired Husband,’ her first 


chance as a lead. Maybe it’s be- 
cause she hasn't a sympathetic part. 

Story is opaque. Nina Travis has 
succumbed to Walter Brooks amd 
there is to be a baby. He loves the 
girl, but because of a will he would 
lose his inheritance if marrying be- 
fore his 23d birthday. Nina's uncle, 
Andrew Starr, figures a way out. 
He selects Edward Gray, a fellow 
whom he observed sitting in Gram- 
ercy Park, hungry and broke, and 
brings him home. 

After getting Gray’s story, that he 
had attended a university, had lost 
his ranch in Montana, then drifted 
around the world, Starr makes an 
unusual proposal. For $500 a week 
Starr suggests that Gray marry 
Nina, that he simulate affection in 
the presence of others, but that at 
the end of three months to go to 
Europe, so Nina can be divorced. 

Gray assents. Following honey- 
moon it would seem that the bride 
and groom had fallen in love. The 
story thereafter falls apart. Starr 
is willing to welcome Gray as a 
member of the family, but the 
westerner insists that Nina loves 
Brooks. He bullies and lectures her 
and in the end is right, young 
Brooks consenting to wedding Nina 


Honolulu Anmnie.....++.++-4 Adelyn Bushnell 
Madame Casey....esese-: Winifred Douglas | 
Ee errr err ree tita Nolan 
SUNY Werettl. .cccccccess Richard B. Whort 
PROGGNIG. os sccsosoocceee Morton L. Stevens 
Whitey ccccccccccceee Marsnall Bradford 
TOO  crcrcepocevseeecseocecs Phillip Borneouf 
BrTOGGlIO cccccccedccecoses Harold Hutchison 
DOC cceccccccececcecccecccece Artnur Mack 
| Ernet cocccccccccccccccccceccess Hugh Hite 
OG scccecoveceddeseatadvu George Spelvin 
SAM cocccceceosesceccesees Hiliary Phillips 
LOC. cocccccecccceccees Gordon P,. Heyworth 
WHAM cboecbdecossondeceatse Walter Ayres 
PONE. in. 0.0 000000 66468000065 Charles Kenney 
POO. pcnnessvcenceccsoentsocesc cn Bien 
Quartermaster Pierce............ Nat Foss 
Coast Guardsman.......... Joseph P. Cook 


| 


gun and a wicked sock to crew and 
passengers alike. The play endg 
while there are a few of the char. 
acters still alive and two of the 
villains turn out to be an immigra- 
tion offcer and a department of 
justice operator who dv not iden. 
tify each other until the final clinch 
in which the mate has been riddlea 


j}in a cross stage revolver duel that 
| smells up the whole house with pis- 


tol smoke. 

It’s amateurish melodrama. The 
strange part about it is that Bos- 
tonians seem to like it—in an apol- 
ogetic way. They call it ‘prim itive’ 
and ‘virile’ and ‘red-blooded.’ 

It might make a movie—espe- 
cially a serial. Libbey. 


MURDER 


Los Angeles, May 27. 

Presented by “Noel and Ruth Down, the 
authors at the Theatre Mart. Directed by 
Don Brodie. Cast includes Sara Rusevelt, 
June D. Margo, Ferris Taylor, John David 
Horsley, Ted Edwards, Emilie Straube, 
Malvern Christy, Jack Kowal, Kard Rede 
ditt. Kenneth Herbert, Barney Kisner, 
Bruce Riley, Murray Edwards, Pauline 





! port. 





after she divorces Gray, the in- 
heritance handicap being entirely | 
forgotten. 
It is a trite play. There seemed | 

| 

| 





| to be too much formality in the way 
characters addressed each other. 
Best known player in the cast is! 
| Paul Everton, who does Starr. Her- | 
bert Ashton, Jr., as Gray was not as | 
jnatural as he might have been. | 
Script may have been at fault. Ash- 
ton wrote ‘Brothers’ and was a dia- 
log writer in Hollywood. 

‘Hired Husband’ can hope for lit- 
tle except cut rates, Ibee, 








Rickard, Lois Lawrence, Janet Druce, 
Carol Leister, Edgar Roberts and Sue 
Dennison. Opened. May 26 for three days. 
I'wo sets, 


Only merit in this new play is 
possibly its courage in tackling the 
depression as a dramatic subject. 
Hoover, finance companies, prohibi- 
tion and politicians are attacked in 
long speeches by the characters, 
Play structure and dialog indicate 
little experience by authors. 

John David Horsley and 
Rusevelt had the leads, and 
what they could of the lines. 

Girl whose once well-to-do family 
ts on the edge of poverty as a re- 
sult of unemployment, becomes a 
prostitute in a sailor’s. rooming 
house to earn money for their sup- 
Her brother becomes a boot+ 
legger in the same place. She has 
a fight with a eustomer, and the 
brother, learning for the first time 
how his sister is getting the family 
finances, shoots the customer. Hear- 
ing of it, the mother dies of shock 
and the father kills himself. Brother 
then goes berserk and kills himself. 

Girl clinches at the end with one 
of the sailors who had befriended 
her. 

Happy days in Dixie. 


Sara 
made 


Engagements 


Cecil Spooner, Georgine Cleveland, 
Victor Sutherland, Sonia Karlov, 
Rankin Mansfield, Paul Byron, 
Katherine Meskyl, Rex Carleton, 
‘Love on Approval’ (Chicago). 

Priscilla Guerney, Jack Stillman, 
Paul Draper, ‘Ballyhoo’ (Jenie 
Jacobs). 

Philip Loeb, ‘Flying Colors.’ 

Frank Conlan, ‘In the Tradition,’ 
Brookfield Players. 

Edouard Colebrook, ‘The Man 
Who Reclaimed His Head,’ opening 
in Philadelphia, June 16 and pro- 
duced by Lawrence Weber. 

Ernest Glendinning replaced Lou 
Tellegen in ‘Man Who Reclaimed 
His Head.” 

Bertha Belmore replaces Edna 
May Oliver in ‘Show Boat.’ 











DEPRESSION-- 


DIE-PRESS ON 


Take the DIE out of DEPRES- 
+ + ae and what's left is PRESS 





The amount of Life Insurance I have 
sold during the past twenty-one years 
has proven beyond a doubt that 
LIFE INSURANCE alone has with- 
stood every emergency, barring none, 
where other investments have failed. 


No product on the market today has 
greater value than LIFE INSUR- 
ANCE. 


Let me show you how to save—how 
to provide an income that will take 
care of you later, 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


Insurance 


551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 
Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838—7839 














VERONICA CHARLES 


BLYTHE & SCHNEIDER 


INC, 
THEATRICAL COSTUMES 
151 West 46th St., New York 








Bryant 9-3913 
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London, May 26. 

Many of the insiders said Leslie 
Henson only put Novello’s ‘Party’ 
on at the Strand because he had 
nothing in mind after ‘The Love 
Pirate’ flopped out. 

Old Timer Revived 

‘Le Cocu Magnifique’ is a play 
about a lunatic. It was produced 
at the Globe Sunday evening, May 
21, by the Stage Society. 

Fernard Crommelynck 
The piece was originally 
1920, since when the author has 
written nearly a dozen pieces. 

Done all over the Continent 
reputed to be highly successful, 
piece has always been refused a 
certificate by the censor here. 
Komisarjevsky produced and 
of actors delivered a lot 
speeches. 


authored. 
done in 


and 
the 


a lot 
of long 


Film Trade Envoys 

Lot of discussion here as to whom 
the Federation of British Industries’ 
Films Group would send to the Ot- 
tawa conference in July, when 
British politicians get together on 
the question of tariffs and things. 

isadore Ostrer, John Maxwell and 
C..M. Woolf have finally been in- 
vited to represent the trade. 





That deal between British & Do- 
minions and Paramount, whereby 
the English company takes charge 
of the American’s production here, 
is now an accomplished fact. 

Both parties denied it up to the 
last minute. 


German Circus Permit 

Extraordinary situation here re- 
garding the Ministry of Labor's 
banning of the Circus Gleich after 
a permit had been issued to the 
German troupe. 

The V. A. F. and others have 
supported a permit, subject to cer- 
tain employment conditions which 
have been guaranteed. 


But a Captain Pickering, repre- 
senting. the Theatrical Managers’ 
Association, is still in opposition 


and urging the Ministry to uphold 
the veto. 





‘The Challenge,’ produced at the 
little Gate theatre studio May 23, 
is an artistic triviality and is un- 
likely te be heard of again. 





The producing firm of Basil Fos- 
ter and Tom Miller, who specialized 
in light comedy plays of Ian Hay 
and Commander Stephen King- 
Hall, including such successes as 
‘Middle Watch’ and ‘Midshipmaid,’ 
is losing Tom Miller, resigning due 
to ill health. 

Firm will still continue to operate 
with the other three directors. 


o Act Re-discovered 

Standard American acts. while 
playing here are often re-discov- 
ered by American producers as 
suitable production material. Lat- 
est instance is that of Billy and 
Elsa Newell, who were noticed by 
Hassard Short while at the London 
Pavilion. Producer now has them 
in mind for ‘Band “~Vagon,’ which 
he is staging for Sir Oswald Stoll 
at the Alhambra as successor to 
‘Waltzes from Vienna,’ some time 
in August. Likely Elsa Newell will 
play the Helen Broderick part. 


Eric Hakim has leased the Cam- 
bridge theatre from Associated 
Theatres Properties to stage Con- 
tinental films. 

Hakim, whose venture into the 
film producing. end has_ proved 
rather expensive, is the first one to 
have had the foresight tou see com- 
mercial possibility of a picture the- 
atre housing foreign films in Lon- 
don. His Academy, in Oxford 
6treet, has proved a geld mine. 

First picture being staged at the 
Cambridge is ‘M,’ a German prod- 
uct by Nero Films. 

With the Rialto, a Universal 
house, ‘also specializing in foreign 
products, the Cambridge will be the 
third West End house to go foreign. 

The ‘Casanova’ gross since the 
opening is not too good, certainly 
below expectation, and below the 
- original pace set by ‘White Horse 
Inn’ at its inception. 

‘Cheque-Mate’ Amusing 


‘The Cheque-Mate,’ produced at 


the Kingsway, May 25, is a neatly 
written comedy adequately played 


with a single good central idea, too 
slight as it stands for a solid eve- 
ning’s entertainment. 

Situation is that of a woman who 
consents to spend the night with a 
man in return for a check settling 
her brothers gambling debts. He 
hands over the check and she is 
ready to go through with it. He 
then tells her she can just have the 
money and starts for his hat and 
coat. Her reply is that she is a 
woman of honor, insisting on keep- 
ing to the bargain. 


English-German Films 

Sam Spiegel, head of Pax Films, 
of Berlin, is starting an interna- 
tional multi-lingual 
chain, between Germany 
don. 

Idea is to make the German ver- 
sion in Berlin and the English in 
oaned studios around Elstree. 


and Lon-'! 





production | 


; and 
| said to be 37, his new wife 


FRENCH SATIRE 


Social Spoof Has Pompous Politician 
Marrying Scarlet Woman 





Paris, June 6. 

New piece with characteristical- 
ly sharp social satire is ‘The 
Opposite’ 
looks like a prospect. It’s a politi- 
cal comedy by Paul Nivoix. 

Story has to do with a stiff- 
necked and pompous governmental 
official who, disappoir.ted at failure 
of promotion in the service, mar- 
ries a rich procuress. <A cautious 
adaptation might serve for a deft 
American actress such as Ina Claire. 


TWO FILMS, TEN ACTS, 
BALLET, LONDON IDEA 


London, June 6. 


House 


The Leicester Square is again re- 


verting to the vaudfilm policy, 
called here ‘cinevariety.’ Walter 
Gibbons is promoting the venture 


and is assembling his show. 

Layout calls for an hour’s stage 
show plus a double feature. Stage 
bill will have 10 acts and a per- 
manent troupe of girls. 

Scheme also involves use of two 
orchestras, which, with the girls, 
will involve a cost of $2,000. 


French Legits Go Film; 
Flicker Mob on Stage 


Paris, May 27. 

Legit people of all descriptions 
are much perturbed at opposition 
crowding in upon the stage, as rep- 
resented by screen players crashing 
the stage. Idea among screen play- 
ers is that to play the stage will 
give them increased value for talk- 
ers, and provide them with some- 
thing to do between pictures. 

Against this, legit is crashing the 
screen from all sides, with casting 
film men canvassing every stand for 
suitable candidates. Except for a 
few highlights, names are rapidly 
losing value. In former days every 
French picture could boast at least 
three or four well known screen 
actors with a following. Nowadays 
one star is plenty. 

As a rule it, had been found that 
picture femmes transferred from 
stage to screen are less successful 
than the men, as depending too 
much on dialcg rather than acting 
to tell the story. Outstanding ex- 
ception is Gaby Morlay, whose act- 
ing on the screen is winning her as 
big a following as on the stage. 








Against this, men like Raimu, 
Francen, Harry Baur, Michel Si- 
mon, Dranem, Drean, Milton and 


Victor Boucher, all originating from 
the stage, are screen draws. 


Trading on Names 


Paris, May 27. 

The three well-known’ clowns, 
Paul, Albert and Francois Fratel- 
lini, known as The Frateflini, are 
suing M. Perie, circus owner. Rea- 
son is that three of their nephews— 
also clowns—who are working for 
Perie, are persistently billed by him 
as Fratellini, without giving the full 
moniker, Gustave Fratellini, which 
is the name of one of the nephews. 

This they have been ordered to do 
by several courts, both in France 
and Germany, so as to prevent the 
nephews from being mistaken for 
the authentic uncles. 

Another case of showmen using 
a drawing name by hiring another 
man of the same name comes up 
in the case of a small tent show 
which hired a poultry man named 
Pinder, also name of the famous 


icircus family. 


‘Maedchen’ as French Legit 
Paris, May 27. 

French legit version of ‘Maedchen 
in Uniform’ to be the opening show 
of an intimate theatre under con- 
struction as a 200-seat annex to the 
Casino de Paris. 

Arlette Marchal will do the teach- 
er, and Lora Hays, American, an- 
other school marm. 


Mme. Chekhov, 60, Weds 
May 


Moscow, 20. 

Madame Olga Knipper 
widow of the famous writer, 
Chekhov, has acquired a new hus- 
band after 28 

He is N. Volkov, 
occasional 


theatre critic 


actor. Volkov is 


at the Palais Royal which | 








| 


'and preparations were complete to 


More Alterations Hold 
Up Prince’s Opening 


London, June 6. 
After spending $500,000 on struc- 
tural alterations and improvements 
Prince’s restaurant was all ready 
to open with a splurge, June 20. 
A massive show had been framed 





CARROLL’S BRAWL 


Hurts in Bal Tabarin, Paris, Fight, 
Delay Sailing 





go after early summer trade. But 
they figured without the London 
Common council, which at the last 
minute ordered a flock of new 
changes, which it will take until 
|late July to complete. 

Opening thus is deferred until |! 
August. 





Chekhov, | 
Anton | 


years of widowhood. | 


over 60. ' 


AUTHORS GAB AND GAB |: 


AT CONGRESS OF WORLD | 


GROCK’S TAX WALKOUT 
SQUARED IN ENGLAND | 


« Budapest, May 26. 

Much blowing of trumpets pre- | 
ceded the tenth-congress of the 
P.E.N. ‘Poets, Essayists, Novelists,’ 
the writers’ international peace and 
goodwill association by | 
Mrs. Dawson-Scott and | 
over by John Galsworthy. 

The purpose of the corporation | 
being to fdster better understand- 
ing between authors of all nations, 
what more natural than that the 
members of the Hungarian branch 
should have quarrelled about the 
supremacy of the progressive or 
the conservi.tive factions in their |! 
own midst and a temporary truce 
was effected only for the sake of 
receiving the foreign branches for 
the congress. 

At the meetings there was much 
talk of the freedom of literature 
and press and the progressive par- 
ties demanded that the P.E.N. 
Clubs — whose statutes stipulate 
that they refrain from all political 
action or attitudes, yet do every- 
thing to propagate universal peace 
and understanding, take deliberate 
action in favor of books and au- 
thors suffering from _ prosecution, 
such as Lawrence’s ‘Lady Chatter- 


founded 
presided | 


ley’s Lover,’ Joyce’s ‘Ulysees,’ Mar- 

gueritte’s ‘Le Compagnon’ pro- 

hibited in some countries. 
Altogether the meetings were 


pretty hot and the decisions taken 
pretty unimportant. 

Real importance of the congress 
was that three hundred writers of 
many countries met in Budapest 
and spent a week here, getting to 
know each other and this little- 
known country. 


Phoenix Nets $1,500 


London, June 6. 
Phoenix, which started a straight 
vaude policy last week nabbed 
$8,000 for its initial frame. 
Minus tax and overhead leaves 
$1,500 profit. ; 








Czech Multi-Lingual 


Prague, May 28. 

Anny Ondra, film actress, who is 
a Czech by birth, is now at work at 
the A. B. Studio of Prague in a new 
domestic film bearing the name, 
‘Kantor Ideal,’ based on tke novel 
of the Czech authoress, Adela Cer- 
vena, 

Ondra appears in the film under 
the name of Lycestin Wera, while 
the chief male role will be filled by 
the Prague-Berlin film manager and 
actor, Carel Lamac. 

The new film will be offered in the 
Czech, German and Polish lan- 
guages. 





Shubert Musical 


Paris, June 6. 

Irving Marks has acquireé for the 
Shuberts the French comedy, ‘Ath- 
enian’ by Andre De Bavet which 
the producers propose to make into 
a musical for Broadway. 

Piece is an amusing idea based 
on the literary trick of modernizing 
ancient conceptions. 


Diva Becomes ‘Knight’ 
Brussels, May 27. 
Madame Fanny Heldy, operatic 
star, has been made Knight of the} 
Order of Leopold. 
Decoration is Belgian govern- 





ment’s recognition of services ren- 
dered to charity by the singer. 


Scouting in Russia 


May 20 


s00n is 


Moscow, 
Expected in Moscow 
tichard Aldrich, representing Mac- | 


Paris, June 6. 
Earl Carroll got away Saturday 
(4) on the Berengaria from Cher- 
eo after a delay of one sailing 
He was booked on the Bremen, 
but missed the boat when he got 
battered in a brawl at the Fal Taba- 
in on the eve of sailing and under- 


went repalrs. 


June 6. 
has prac- 
return to 
eight year 
Moss Empires’ 


London, 
Stanley Wathon, 
tically settled Grock’s 
England after an 
absence, to open for 
in September. First date will be 
for two weeks at the Dominion 
which Moss is negotiating with the 
receiver to buy and operate as a 
straight vaude house. 
Grock’s absence from England 
was caused by income tax trouble. 
When he left he owed $15,000 but 


agent, 


it’s claimed he’s now settled for 
$6,000. Of this Grock wiH pay a 
third on arriving here. 


Grock’'s dates are on a percentage 
basis. 


Paris Legits Are Testing 
Cinema No-Tip Rule 


Paris, May 27. 

Inspired by the success follow- 
ing the introduction in some pic- 
ture theatres of the free service, 
non-tipping, policy, Paris legit 
managers are now considering 
adopting it themselves. Better class 
picture theatres have now educated 
the public to consider charges for 


cloakroom, program and ushering, 
as an imposition. 

Difficulty of applying the new 
system lies in the fact that legit 


managers are attempting to replace 
the current income, either direct or 
from the concessionaire, by a slight 
increase in the price of seats. This 
means that they have to make ar- 
rangements with the treasury de- 
partment, lest these replacement 
charges be included as taxable in- 
come, and negotiations are now 
pursued to this end. 

Folies Bergere has already adopt- 
ed the non-tipping policy. 


Circus Bally Muted 


Amsterdam, June 6. 
Sarrasini circus, largest of its 
kind, has let out its entire advance 
staff. Return regarded not com- 
mensurate, 
Circus is now touring Holland. 





Miss Skinner in London 
London, June 6 
Cornelia Otis Skinner is dated for 
a week with her repertory at the 
Haymarket. 
Engagement starts June 13. 





Convention Ducats 


(Continued from page 1) 
with each ticket good for any day 
and for both conventions. 

Only about 9,000 tickets will be 
sold, and these only in the first 
balcony. Estimated cost of con- 
ventions is $175,000, which the 
committee attempted to cover with 


a subscription campaign on the 
$100 donation theory, each donor 
getting one ticket Drive, however, 


flopped. 

The G. O. P. 
way here June 
crats go into 
later. In former 
tion ducats were 
ways scalped around town. 

Hurley, who bid $106,000 
Democratic convention and $150,- 
000 for the Republican gathering, 
guaranteed all expenses and found 


meeting gets under 
14 and the Demo- 
session two weeks 
all conven- 
gratis, though al- 


years 


for the 


give 
} 


;} companies 


Hungary's Stocks Are Passing Out 
As Capital Stars Go to the Road 


May 26. 
in the 


Budapest, 


Provincial companies even 


larger-sized towns of Hungary al- 
ways had ae struggle, but their 
situation has become catastrophal 
now and it must be decided whether 


these are to continue or 
field entirely to touring 


centrally and 


companies 
up the 
organized 


| directed frome Budapest. 








The provincial indiffer- 


ent to local 


public is 
artists. Since the war, 
the number of companies has in- 
creased on a territory reduced to 
one-third. State subsidy has be- 
come next to nothing. The general 
slump makes itself much felt in the 
privinces. On top of it all, Buda- 
pest artists and companies which 
would have sniffed derisively at 
such an idea in the days of pros- 
perity, now go touring one-horse 
towns, to the detriment of 
permanent companies, 


again 
local 
Excursions Hurt 
The final blow to 
is the installation of ‘peiny rapids,’ 
cheap Sunday railroad trips from 
Budapest from all parts of the coun- 
try, which bring provincial visitors 
to the capital in time for the the- 
atre and take them back again. The 
new plan, evolved by Theatre Pro- 
ducers’ Sociéty, is to issue com- 
bined cheap railroad and theatre 
tickets. It will certainly be a wind- 
fall for Budapest producers, who 
have suffered from the general Sun- 
day exodus since the establishment 
of holiday trains, but it will ruin 
provincial managers. No one will 
go to the local theatre if those in 
the capital are put within reach. 
There seems to be no other way 
out but to drift away from the Ger- 
man plan of many local companies, 
and revert to the Anglo-Saxon 
method of road companies. Most 
people deplore the decay of local 
stage art which has done so much 
toward developing players and au- 
thors. The great artists of the 
Hungarian stage owe their ver- 
satility, routine, and adaptability to 
this system. Provincial theatres are 
a constant source of new talent 
from which managers in the capi- 
tal can draw. 


Lifted the Play 


The crisis grew evident a few 
days ago when the agent in charge 
refused to give the Szeged theatre, 
the most important stage in the 
Hungarian provinces, permission to 
produce the season’s biggest hit, 
Zilahy’s ‘Fire Bird,.’..Reason was 
that Muvesz theatre, which pro- 
duced the play originally in Buda- 
pest, acquired the provincial rights, 
proposing to go on the road with 
it in summer. 

In spite of protests an1 proceed- 
ings, the manager of the Szeged 
theatre presented the play without 
having obtained the rights, plead- 
ing guilty of illegal production, but 
with the excuse that if he failed to 
produce the hit for which his pub- 
lic clamoured, nothing could save 
the theatre from bankruptcy and 
the 160 employes and artists of the 
company from unemployment, 


Burlesque for Antipodes 


Los Angeles, June 6. 
Jack Russell, coast tab producer, 
left here June 4 for Sidney, Austra- 
lia, to produce burlesque shows for 
the Fuller circuit. 
First house to get the burlesque, 
a new type entertainment for the 


local theatres 








Antipodes, is the Royal in Sidney. 
If the policy clicks other houses in 
3risbane and Melbourne will 


adopt it. 

For the past year Russell has, been 
the stager at Dalton’s Follies the- 
atre here. 





Brule’s London Venture 


*aris, June 6 

Andre Brule, French actor, and 
|his usual feminine lead, Madeleine 
Lely, will open at Daly’s for a 
month beginning June 30. 

Hle is supported by a company 
from the Theatre Madeleine, Paris, 
and troup will do a repertory of 


|}standard French plays, including a 
group of ene by Sacha Guitry. 


himself holding the bag. Of the 
14,500 seats on the main floor in the | 
|indoor stadium, which seats 24,000 
none of which will be sold, 2,000 
will go to delegates and about 1,006 
to nesvepaper, radio and wire men. 

Hotel reservations are coming in 
gowan & Reed. |fast with the Democratic side get- | 

Russian visit is part of his ex-j|ting the edge through biggest del- | 
tended tour through Europe inj\egation derived from Tammany of 
search of stage material. jover 600, 


i 


‘Cold June’ Folds 


London, June 6. 
The Duchess, with Pinero’s ‘Coi@ 
June’ and the Fingsway with 
‘Chequemate’ both closed Saturday 
(4), 
Each show lasted only two weeks, 
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Britain Papers’ Protection 


British newspaper field teems with 
difficulties, but the greatest of them 
all is the libel law situation. It is 
easy for an English paper to com- 
mit a libel a line without giving 
apparent cffence to - nybody. 

In England the legal axiom on 
libel is that the damages are 
greater according to the increasing 
truth of the attack. To say a man 
is a social outsider is a libel if he is 
not a social outsider, but a much 
greater libel if he really happens to 
be once. 

Comment on legal cases, how- 
ever, apparently simple, is strictly 
outside the pale in England, where 
contempt of court is automatically 
ruled against the publishers. A pa- 
per may not even say a man has 
been arrested for theft, even though 
it be true, until he has appeared in 
court to answer the charge. 

But the Newspaper Society is at 
last waking to the situation. A pri- 
vate comp-ny has »2en formed en- 
titled the Newspapers Mutual Insur- 
ance Co., Lti. Its object is to act as an 
insurance brokerage against libel 
among members of the Newspaper 
Society. 

This, in itself, is not startling, as 
nearly ell vapers are automatically 
insured with Lloyds against adverse 


libel decisions. But the new com- 
pany will do what the insurance 
companies don’t do, agree among 


newspaper owners whether a cer- 
tain case should be settled out of 
court or that it be fought. 

The company, when firmly estab- 
lished, will probably alse see what 
can be done to lessen some of the 
restrictions imposed on Britain’s 
newspapers. 

There are certain firms of solici- 
tors.in Lindon wo specialize in 
meeting men released from jail with 
a list of libelous press clippings 
about them. Fleet street used to 
argue that if a man were jailed for 
more than three years they could 
say what they liked about him with- 
in reason. Now they’re finding out 
their mistake. 

One man was advised by a firm 
of solicitors to file writs against 83 
papers. He did. One went to court 
and he landed $10,900 damages. The 
rest settled. Some are atill settling. 
The man in question has made 
enough out of it to live on the in- 
terest. 





Scranton ‘Sun’ Quits 

Scranton (Pa.) ‘Sun,’ one of three 
dailies in Pennsylvania’s third 
largest city, folded May 31. Receiver 
immediately announced conditions 
did not justify effort to continue 
publication. 

‘Sun’ was less than six years old 
and was launched by group of lo- 
cal men, majority of them from the 
‘Republican,’ only morning paper in 
the city. ‘Sun’ had tried to weather 
the storm for six weeks by having 
employes, after getting full salary 
kick back one-third each week for 
stock. Just before the collapse, em- 
ployes got 25% of week’s salaries 
coming to them. 


Reviving Radio Regionals 

String of ‘Radio Digest’ editions 
in some 15 cities will be augmented 
by Philadelphia and Baltimore re- 
turning into regional circulation. 
‘Radio Digest,’ 1‘ckle program 
weekly, was dropped for those two 
cities and the New York edition 
shipped tl ere, 

Sheet is printed in Chicago with 
mats for the multiple radio pro- 
gram listings going out to the other 
city editicns. Sole exceptions are 
Toronto and New Orleans which 
because of their geographical loca- 
tions must be especially made up 
locally and cannot be printed from 
boiler plate. 

Claimed circulation for all 15 
weeklies is around 300,000, with the 
Chi edition’s 85,000 the largest in- 
dividual sale. 





Harry Eller Dead 

Harry CG. Eller, 52, managing ed- 
itor of the ‘Illustrated Daily News,’ 
Los Angeles tab., died June 1. He 
leaves a widow, brother and two 
sisters. 

Eller had worked on newspapers 
in San Francisco, San Diego and 
Hawaii and was well known in 
Coast newspaper circles. He had 
been on the ‘Daily News’ since its 
founding by Cornelius Vanderbilt, 
Jr., nine years ago. 

Radie Harris’ Film Novel 

Radie Harris is taking the re- 
verse English on a novel she has 
near completion. While packing 
plenty of inside on the film gang, 
it won't be a burner-upper and, on 
the contrary, will be decidedly pro- 
Hollywood without any attempt at 
whitewashing the picture colony. 

. Miss Harris is a syndicated col- 
umnist for tle Central Press Assn. 
with a roving commission. 








Hollywood’s Reading 


of demand in 
with Satyr Book Store, 
Pat Hunt and 


(Consensus 
May 
Esme Warde, 
Stanley Rose.) 


Fiction 
‘Good Earth,’ Pearl Buck. 
‘Thirteen Women,’ Tiffany 
Thayer. 
‘Modern Hero,’ Louis Brom- 
field. 
‘Topper Takes a Trip,’ 
Thorne Smith. 
‘Bright Skin,’ Julia Peter- 
kin. 
‘Brief Rapture,’ Polan Banks. 
General 
‘Way of a Lancer,’ Richard 
Boleslavsky. 
‘Great Mouthpiece,” Gene 


Fowler. 
‘Adventures of a Novelist,’ 
Gertrude Atherton. 


‘Only Yesterday,’ Frederick 
Lewis Allen. 

‘Animal Kingdom,’ Philip 
Barry. 











Yawitz Sticks 

Paul Yawitz’s column which 
started Monday (6), in the ‘Mir- 
ror’ gives that tab mree Broadway 
columnists. Walter Winchell, for 
whom Yawitz substituted during 
the former's illness, and Mark Hel- 
linger are the other two. 

Both Emile -Gavareau (who in- 
cidentally also has his own topical 
column) and A. J. Kobler, the ‘Mir- 
ror’ editor and publisher respec- 
tively, were i-ipressed with “Yaw- 
itz’s showing during Winchell’s ab- 
sence :.nd have p.omisee him much 
for the future, with the page 3, 
single column humorous chore daily 
as he first reward. Yawitz also 
does the Sunday edition Broadway 
column which Winchell dodges on 
Sundays. 


Brewster as Book Publisher 


Eugene V. Brewster, one time 
publisher of ‘Motion Picture Maga- 
zine’ and ‘Motion Picture Classic,’ 
and more recently ‘a literary agent, 
has turned book publisher. Has 
formed Eugene V. Brewster Co., 
with offices in Hollywood. First 
book under his imprint is a novel, 


‘Hollywood’s Bad Boy,’ by John 
Gorman. 
Brewster, rated wealthy at one 


time, lost a fortune as a result of 
matrimonial difficulties. Past few 
years he has been agenting for 
scribblers, but formulating plans 
for a return to the publishing field. 

As a publisher again, he will 
eschew the mags in favor of books. 
His present plans are to get out 
about a dozen a year, maintaining 
his literary agency at the same 
time, 7 - 


N. Y. Hungar’-n Daily 

New York is tc have another for- 
eign language newspaper, this ore 
a daily, in Hungariane Title of the 
new sheet will be ‘Magyar Ujsag,’ 
with the first issue to make its ap- 
pearance June 14. Publication will 
be seven days a week. 

Financing of ‘Magyar Ujsag’ is by 
a group of prominent Hungarians 
in New York, in opposition to the 
policies of the town’s sole other 
Hungarian daily. Differences in 
opinion which prompted the estab- 
lishment of the new daily have 
something to do with the political 
situation in the old country. 

Editor of ‘Magyar Ujsag’ will be 
Dr. Oscar Miklos, a noted Hun- 
garian publicist here, 





Writing to Fit 

Hollywood's idea of picking a 
good title and then writing a film 
story to fit is now being practised 
by the picture fan magazines. 

Staffs of the magazines are ex- 
pected to contribute good selling 
titles for ballyhooing on the cover. 
rFOne of the publications picks its 
cover titles six months in advance. 

Writing articles to fit the heads 
are the current worry of Coast con- 
tributors, as manifest in a recent 
assignment given one writer to turn 
out a story that would fit the 
screamer, ‘Is Clara Pow to have a 
baby?’ 





Paris ‘Trib,’ ‘Herald’ Cut Pay 

P:iris American papers trimming 
sail. ‘Chicago Tribune’ staff took 
a cut a month ago, and ‘New York 
Herald’ is following suit with a 
10% cut. 

Also American Library 
working half time. 


is only 


Tamar Lare is not connected with 
‘Cinema Digest’ which is making its 
appearanc*,on the Coast. It was 
previously reported that Lane was 





the publisher. 


Times Square Idyi 


Offered as a story for those who 
have tired of sex stuff, Joyce Pen- 
rose’s ‘Heaven for Two, published 
by Macaulay, lives up to its jacket 
blurb. It is the sort of story the 
modern flapper will unhesitatingly 
place in her mother’s hands. Yet 
it is not without the glamour of 
the theatre and possessed of a cer- 
tain Pollyanna charm. 

A theatrical lodging house child 
is led to freedom by a juggler with 
the soul of a musician. Together 
they face the public, but the jug- 
gler breaks down on the first show 
and has to go to the mountains for 
recuperation, leaving the girl to a 
small time vaude manager whv has 
given them their first date with an 
eye on the girl. She escapes the 
wiles, but not without adventure. 

Miss Penrose takes liberties with 
stage procedure to plan her plot 
and the yarn will not be convincing 
to professionals, but it,may seem 
interesting to lay readers. 





Agency’s Changes 
Elizabeth Marbury lit agency is 
undergoing personnel changes. 
Axsel Wichsfield is leaving with 
Ray Crosset expected to follow suit. 
Carl Reed, who had off.ce space with 
Miss Marbury, joins her agency. 


All names have been taken off 
the door except Miss Marbury’s. 


Chi ‘American’s’ 2d Cut 
For the second time in three 
months the Hearst ‘American’ in 
Chicago has taken a general pay cut. 
Another 10% slice this time affect- 
ing all departments. 


Esser-Frederick Firm 


Elmer Frederick, in charge of the 
mail order division of G. P. Put- 
nam’s, has left that book hours , 
taking the Putnam mail order di- 
vision with him. Together with 
C. H. Esser, a Reading, Pa., pub- 
lisher, Frederick has formed Esser- 
Frederick, Ine., a new book house, 
devoted to mail order publishing. 


Esser-Frederick, as soon as it’s 
set, will-publish a general line of 
books, including fiction. Offices are 
in New York. 


Drama Editress Retires 
Margaret Mann Croilus has re- 
tired as dramatic editor of the Chi- 
cago ‘Daily News.’ She goes out on 
a pension having been with the 
sheet about 25 years. Amy Leslie, 
former drama ed, is also on the 
retired list. 


Lloyd Lewis, who has been re- 
viewing shows for about two years, 
having come over from the Pub- 
lix-B.&K. press cepartment, takes 
the post in complete charge of the 
drama pages. 





; Chatter 

Harrison Smith will publish Claude 
Binyan’s ‘A Girl Ought to Work’ 
June 16, 

Simeon Strunsky sailed for an- 
other look at the foreign literati. 

Brewer, Warren & Putnam will 
hold up the new Amelia Earhart 
book, ‘The Fun of It,’ until the avi- 
atrix can add a chapter covering 
her solo ocean hop. Will then pub- 
lish the book coincident with her 
return. Flyer’s husband is a mem- 
ber of the Brewer, Warren & Put- 
nam firm. 

Every one of the Leonard Mer- 
rick books will get a reprinting. 

Hendrik De Leeuw has as many 
publishers as he has books. 

Stanley Rinehart to England. 

Joseph Hergesheimer getting con- 
troversial over Gen, Sheridan. 

Katharine Brush has delivered 
her new book to her publisher. 

Janice Wilson doesn’t like Paris. 

Willard Huntington Wright will 
kill of€ his pseudonym, S. S. Van 
Dine, with ‘The Kennel Murder 
Case.’ Also means the end of 
‘Philo Vance.’ 

Channing Pollock doing a novel. 

Alice Grant Rosman’s ‘Benefits 
Received’ will not be serialized. 

Lion Feuchtwanger will come over 
to lecture. 

Getting tougher for new scrib- 
blers all the time. Harper will pub- 
lish only one ‘first novel’ this sum- 
mer, 

Henry Harrison back in the Vil- 
lage, and the sun is shining for the 
rhymesters again. 

Anne Renova arranged for Alex- 
ander Williams to dramatize ‘Two 
Living and One Dead.’ 

Writers’ League making a bid fo: 
new members. 

Max Eastman will pick up some 
more of the Trotzky pieces for 
translation when he goes abroad. 

Actors’ Dinner Club has turned 





publisher, issuing a one-page 


$= : 





» 


‘State Fair’ ($2.50) ........ éoacios 


‘Good Barth’ ($2.50) 


SRAM t ee eeee 


‘Once a Grand Duke’ ($3.50) .... 
‘Only Yesterday’ ($3.00) . 
‘Story of My Life’ ($3.50) ,.... 
‘A Fortune to Share’ ($1.50) 
‘Epic of America’ ($3.75) 





Best Sellers 


Best sellers for week ending June 4, as reported by The American 
News Company. 
Fiction 
‘District Nurse’ ($2.00) eeeeeeeess 
‘A Modern Hero’ ($2.50) ...e.sseeeseeeeeeeeese++By Louis Bromfield 


‘Maids and Mistresses’ ($2.50) ..........By Beatrice Kean Seymour 
“Magnolia Street’ ($2.50) acecccccccccccccccce -+..-By Louis Golding 


Non- 
‘Twenty Thousand Years in Sing Sing’ ($3.00) 
eeseseee.- By Grand Duke Alexander 


eee ne Pe ee ee By Vash Young 


—— 


cobcasceectevese Ry Faith Baldwin 


© 00 ce ge Hs dec dacncees By Phil Stong 


oiaws eccccccese bY Pearl S. 
Fiction 


suck 


eee. By L. E. Lawes 


-By Frederick Lewis Allen 
.-».-By Clarence Darrow 


-By John Truslow Adams 








mimeo’d sheet, ‘Menu.’ 
came out Saturday (4), 

Don Clarke writing a new novel 
is not news anymore. 

With a parent as a literary agent, 
it was only natural that Beatrice 
Curtis Brown take up scribbling. 

Reginald Wright Kauffman back. 

John Wexley went into confer- 
ence with Jim Geller the day he 
stepped off the boat. 


First issue 


George Jean Nathan readying a 
new book for the fall. 

Mrs. Lincoln Steffens will have 
a book on the sex situation in Rus- 
sia published by Harcourt-Brace. 

Lloyd Lewis adds another work 
to his list wh-n his ‘Life of Sher- 
man’ comes off the Harcourt press 
this autumn, 





Going Places 


(Continued from page 48) 


set them to providing Variety in 
dance formations for a number 
whose basic monotonous repetition 
receives here at last the diversity of 
treatment it demands and war- 
rents. 

With Gomez and Winona, picked 
out by magenta spots, first stating 
its case on a black stage, it brings 
on more and yet more dancers, ail 
costumed alike in stylized Spanish 
trousers. Sometimes in distinct 
groups, sometimes blended into one, 
they stomp, rush, and strike atti- 
tudes, accenting the various figura- 
tions of the orchestration, bringing 
out its color, its yearning, its desire 
as the stage glows with green or 
red or yellow or blue light. 

It ends all at once, almost too 
soon, an ecstatic, frenzied triumph. 
a triumph for the crew, the staff, 


Gomez and Winona, and Miss 
Rogge. It grips the house from the 
beginning, carrying the audience 


along to its climax, and the pro- 
longed applause when it finishes is 
the most sincere clatter the Roxy 
has heard in far too long a time. 

Dainty little numbers about Monte 
Carlo, with Patricia Bowman 
dressed as a white roulette ball, the 
Ballet Corps as animated red and 
black figures, and the Roxyettes as 
prettily graceful Casino habituees 
in white princesse chiffon, precede 
the Bolero. It’s hard to remember 
them afterwards. 


New Duds—Same Ann 


It doesn’t matter what the new 
Radio regime does about Ann 
Harding's hair, her make-up or her 
costumes. So long as they’re un- 
able to provide her with a sense of 
humor, they might as well not 
bother. Miss Harding may be seen 
in ‘Westward Passage,’ all decked 
out with benefit of Margaret Pem- 
berton, but though now her hair 
is curly and her eyes are shadowed, 
she’s still the same old Ann, ter- 
ribly earnest, frightfully splendid, 
very federation of women’s clubsy. 

Miss Pemberton, the new Radio 
style consultant, did discover one 
fact of world-wide significance 
about Miss Harding’s hair. Before 
Miss Pemberton’s uplifting influ- 
ence, Miss Harding used to let her 
white gold locks droop about her 
face in a manner most madonna- 
like, yet all the same depressing. 
It used to weigh one down. Now 
Miss, Harding’s hair falls only to 
the tips of her ears, and all the de- 
pressing has to be done by Miss 
Harding herself. 

The waves in Miss Harding's 
hair only appear after she’s been 
married a second time and has been 
knocking around Switzerland for a 
spell. They're good large waves at 
a distance, but up close they're ar- 


ranged about her face a little 
prissily, a little too neatly for a 
woman who has ‘lived’ and ‘mel- 


lowed.’ Miss Harding's hats have 
improved also under Miss Pember- 
ton’s tutelage. Many of them tit 
jher head, and one is even smart 
jand becoming. The little gem is a 





turban. Miss Harding should wear 
turbans from now on, if only for 


Her dresses are still decent cover- 
irgs, modest and pure. Lipstick 
continues to look like a sacrilege 
on Miss Harding’s lips. 

Zazu Pitts, whenever she appears, 
is the signal for audience anticipa. 
tion of a swell time. She never 
disappoints her public. 


Power of Suggestion 

‘Leibe ist Leibe,’ Kaethe 
Von Nagy seemed only a nice 
fraulein with a slimmer than ave 
erage figger, an unaffected manner, 
a resemblance to Bebe Daniels and 
a good disposition. ‘Leibe ist Leibe’ 
proves, however, that she’s a great 
actress, too. 

She is called upon to feign a tree 
mendous yearning for Hans Albers, 
a stoutish, baldisn, Teutonic gent 
who acts with a tremendous flour- 
ish and carries on like a dandy 
circa 1910. 

Miss Von Nagy, a modern Ger- 
man miss whose sleek, short black 


Until 


haircut places here definitely as 
Germany 1932, couldn’t really and 
truly consider Herr Albers very 


swell; there’s a generation between 


them, yet she looks at him with 
such adoration that she even 
transforms him a little. Seen 


through her eyes, maybe he’s not 
quite so fond of his beer as his 
ample waistline first suggested. 

Miss Von Nagy is quite a mae 
gician, too. 


Pu blix Shows 


(Continued from page 31) 








ness to high averages against poor 
picture product, is that vaude, no 
matter in how many theatres used, 
will have to be booked with that in- 
dividual theatre and conditions in 
mind. A major Publix exec thinks 
vaude as booked in the past without 
regard to individuality of each 
house is out forever. He holds to 
the opinion that everything will 
have to be spot-booked. 


Helping Feeble Film 


Contention also is that stage ma- 
terial must be bought and booked 
in relation to picture product. 
Where the playdate has a weak pic- 
ture, that’s the time, under the spot- 
booking system, to go as heavy as 
the traffic will bear, on the stage 
end. 


Publix offers figures in various 
parts of the country in support of 
the theory that stage shows mean 
nothing along with either good pic- 
tures or ‘dogs,’ bu\ that real b. 0. 
material. on the stage, even with 
poor product, wili top house aver- 
ages. 

Six months ago Publix visioned 
weakness of picture product to 
come for the Paramount, New ¥ork. 
It immediately started to concen- 
trate on its stage at that house, 
with results proving conclusively 
on most occasions with feeble film 
features that the rostrum has pulled 
a higher percentage of business 
than the picture. 


F. & M. Adding Names 


The typical travelin;s unit, with- 
out senior ni craws, to Publix 
is merely filler for programs, pleas- 
ing fans who are ~»rincipally drawn 
by the feaure on display rather than 
by what the stage offers. In line 
\.ith this feeling, Publix suggested 
recently to Mike Marco that the 
Fanchon & Marco Ideas pla.-ed by 
the chain be studded with names 
(one or more to a show) to add to 
the lure at the box office. 

This is now being done by F.&™M. 

Regardless of whether Publix, 
many of whose operating execs are 
sold on the necessity of stage 
shows in support of pictures, go in 
for combination programs heavier 
next season, chain will not pass uD 
b.o. names when and if available (o 
go along with the poorer film prod- 





uct. ‘ 


the chance of repeating such a feat,’ 
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"WLW, WGAR, WIR 


ONLY HOLDOUTS 


ON NBC RATES 


NBC is still taking aspirin over 
the refusal of three of its affiliated 
stations to accept network com- 


mercials unless they receive full 
ecard rates. Stations holding out 
for card rates are WGAR, Cleve- 


land, WLW, Cincinnati and WJR, 
Detroit. 

These three stations are affiliated 
with NBC’s WJZ network and have 
caused much troutle to that net- 
work. Clients desiring the cover- 
age supplied by these stations must 
pay card rates. NBC’s usual rate 
to its afflia.ed stations is $50 per 
hour. WJR and WGAR’s hourly 
rate averages abort $300 each while 
WI.W’s card rate is $:°,152. 

These three stations contend that 
it would be foolish for them to ac- 
cept NEC’s network programs at 
$50 per hour when they can sell 
time locally at their card rate fig- 
ures. 

NBC as yet has not figured out a 
way of overcoming the obstacles set 
by these three stations. 


RADIO DISC-MAKERS 
COLLECT MPPA FEES 


Chicago, June 6. 

Music Publishers’ Protective As- 
sociation has agreed to look to the 
recording companies for the collec- 
tion of the taxes on commercial 
radio discs. Acceptance of this 
mode of procedure proposed by the 
advertising agencies was reported 
at a meeting o* the western coun- 
cil ot the Four .\’s here last week. 





Understanding now is that the 
recorders will keep track of all 
music fees due, include the tax 
figures in the billings sent the 


agency for a waxing job and do the 
settling direct with the MPPA. 
Final] details of the accounting sys- 
tem to be used will be worked out 
at meeting of reps from the agen- 
cies’ association and the publish- 
ers’ group in New York next week. 

Members of the western council 
were also advised at the gathering 
that the Four A’s had officially de- 
cided not to adopt any stand re- 
garding the collection of a com- 
mission on talent but to go on 
leaving it to the individual agen- 
cies. Practice among the major- 
ity of the agencies now is to bill 
the client an additiona! 15% on 
program talent costs. 





Costly London Station 


Flees from Sound Jam 


London, May 27. 

Broadcast House, the British 
Broadcasting Corporation’s palatial 
new pile at the top of Regent Street. 
is reported as presenting serious 
acoustic problems, as a consequence 
of which Savoy Hill, the building 
which housed the B. B. C. from its 
earliest infancy, is to be reopened 
as a broadcasting centre. 

Underground railways running be- 
neath Broadcast House are believed 
to cause mike interference. 

Cost of building and equipping the 
new headquarters was around $2,- 
500,000. 





WBBM Execs Commute 


Chicago, June 6. 


Two local WBBM execs. will 
double up as overseers of KMOX, 
new CBS St. Louis acquisition. 


Kelly Smith will handle the com- 
mercial end of the Missouri sta- 
tion, while Walter Preston has the 
program department. 

Both men hold similar positions 
with WBBM. Smith is now organ- 
izing a new commercial staff for 
the St. Louis outlet. 

Ruth Betz, WBBM’s p. a., leaves 
this week to take over the St. Louis 
outlet’s press department. Assign- 
ment will keep her there at least 
through the summer. 


—-—— 





WXYZ’'s Sideline 
Detroit, June 6. 


WXYZ has gone into the travel 
business with u tour of Europe 
running 32 days and all expense 


from Detroit to return for $216. 

Trip is a follow-up of a trip to 
Bermuda that station promoted last 
winter. 





NON-CARTOON DRAMA 
SUMMERING AT CBS 


CBS will revive its experiments 
with dramas wriiter. expressly for 
the radio, over the summer months. 
Its first radio drama gets the net- 





work on June 12. 

Idea of the program will be to 
see what can be done in the way 
of staging dramas on the ethe 
which have not been adapted from 
plays, books, eic., and to get away 
from the cartoon strip idea such 
as Myrt and Marge, Amos ’n’ Andy, 
ete. 

Dramatic air broadcasts will be 
under the direction of Don Clarke, 
head of CBS’ continuity depart- 
ment, 





Radio Casting Agency 
Come-On for Air Fans 
At $5 Per. Voice Test 


Hollywood, 
Similar to 


June 6. 


Operating the motion 


picture schools, a ‘radio casting bu- | 


'NBC Artists’ Service 


reau’ has opened offices in Holly- 
wood where ambitious ether em- 
bryos are tapped .$5 for voice re- 


cording. 

Bureau claims it acts as an agen- 
cy for casting radio programs, for 
which it charges a 10% commis- 
sion. Inquiry at the State Labor 
Commission failed to reveal any 
agency license issued to the organ- 
ization. 

Salesmen for the agency say the 
studio broadcasts over KMTR four 
times weekly as a show window for 
its talent. KMTR admits a former 
employee of the station sings over 
the station four 15-minute periocs 
weekly gratis, who is believed to be 
connected with the casting bureau. 
No mention of this is made over the 
air. 

Supposition is that agency uses 
the broadcast as a sales argument. 


No Threat to Stebbins, 
So Swift Okays “Doctor’ 


Swift & Co. sponsors of the 
‘Stebbins Boys’ on NBC, has with- 
drawn its protest against the ‘Coun- 
try Doctor’ scripts, to feature Phil- 
lips Lord for Listerine, and the lat- 
ter scripts debut over the WEAF 
network for the mouth wash on 
June 20. 

Meat company objected to NBC 
staging the ‘Country Doctor’ scripts 
on the grounds that it was similar 
to their own style of program. Phil- 
lips Lord originally wrote the ‘Steb- 
bins Boys’ series and was featured 
in it when it first went on the air. 
Packing company threatened to 
withdraw its $600,000 account from 
the NBC airwaves if the ‘Country 
Doctor’ was accepted by NBC. 

However, Swift & Co., after hear- 
ing auditions on the ‘Country Doc- 
tor,’ which were piped into Chicago 
from New York, finally okayed the 
idea if the time didn’t conflict their 
own. This was oke with Listerine 
and the ‘Country Doctor’ will be 
heard from 10:30 to 10:45 p. m. in- 
stead of 7:15 to 7:30, which was the 
time originally desired by the mouth 
wash account. ‘Stebbins Boys’ are 
on the NBC network from 7:30 to 
7:45. 

Reported that another reason 
which induced Listerine to switch 
its time is that Pepsodent is also 
on the NBC network from 7:00 to 
7:15 with Amos ’n’ Andy. 

‘Country Doctor’ will be on WEAF 
thrice weekly after June 20. Phil- 
lips Lord will continue with his 
Sunday NBC sustainings after Lis- 
terine comes on. 








. 





SWALLOW OUT 


Hollywood, June 6. 
John Swellow is out as gen. mgr. of 
KFVD. Reorganization followed re- 
ceivership for Fuller automobile co. 








Both used same building and sta- 
tion was among creditors. 
Swallow was let out without | 


notice, 





Lowell Thomas’ Assignment 
Sun Oil will send Lowell Thomas 
to Chicago to broadcast convention 


news for the inaugration of its NBC 


| 


/ 


L. S. BAND BILL 
$210,000 FOR 
6 MONS. 


Lucky Strike’s total bill for or- | 
chestras during the first six months 


of its Winchell-orchestra broadcast 
November, 

This or- 
of 


policy, inaugurated in 
amounts to over $210,000. 
bill 
time from Nov. 3 to May 3. 

During these six months the 
ciggie account has used 60 different 
orchestras on its periods. Out of 
t.ese 60 orchestras, but four were 
NBC bands and only one CBS. 
Others were all indie units. 

Four NBC bands were Charles 
Agnew, Lew Conrad, Russ Columbo 
and Clyde McCoy. Solo CBS 
chestra to be booked on the ciggie 
periods was Eddie Duchin’s. 


chestra covers the period 


or- 





Reorganized; Scheuing’s 
Duties Are Restricted 


New set-up has been inaugurated 
in NBC's artists’ bureau by George 
Engels, head of the department, 
which comprises many new faces. 

William B. Murray, formerly with 
Judson Radio, has been brought in 
as: assistant to Engels in charge of 
all 
both broadcasts and personal ap- 
Marks Levine, formerly 


a member of NBC’s concert depart- 


bookings of popular talent for 


pearances. 


ment, has also been elevated to En- 
gels’ assistant to handle air and 
theatre bookings for concert and 
classical artists. 

Frances Rockefeller King takes 
over the management of the NBC- 


RKO club booking department, 
while Earnest Chappell, recently 
added to the artists’ bureau, will 


contact the sales and program de- 
partment. 

Cliff Cairns and Joe Higgins and 
their Victor staff moved into NBC, 
#8 previously predicted, and will 
handle all recordings and bookings 
of NBC orchestras. Cairns was for- 
merly head of ‘ic or’s New York 
office, with Higgins in charge of 
Victor's recordings in New York. 


Status Quo 


Ed Scheuing retains the Buddy 
Rogers and Russ Columbo orches- 
tras, besides those few artists now 
under his management, but will not 
be given any additional orchestras 
to handle from now on. 

In accordance with the new set- 
up, an entire studio on the 12th 
floor of the NBC building has been 
made available for the artists’ bu- 
reau for auditions wh ver they 
desire. This marks the first time 
the artists’ bureau was given an 
audition studio. It previously 
worked through the program de- 
partment for auditions. 





Whiteman Acts Gratis 
NBC Summer Plugs 


NBC will spot all of Paul White- 
man’s featured acts on sustaining 
broadcasts shortly after the band 
opens at the Biltmore Hotel, New 
York, June 8. John Royal, head of 
NBC’s program department, 
the 

Whiteman’s acts who will 
NBC sustainings twice or 
weekly are Mildred Bailey, Jack 
Fulton, King’s Jesters and Red Mc- 


made 
decision. 
get 


Kenzie teamed with tamona, 
Whiteman’s latest find, wnder the 
team name of Red and Ramona. 

All of these acts will go on the 
air gratis, NBC thereby saving 
| money for itself via sustainings by 
using these artists. Whiteman acts 
hope it will be a_ build-up fe 
themselves. 

Paul Whiteman will give a one 
hour concert from the Cascade 
room of the Biltmore this Sunday 


j;used to act as 


programs. Oil account starts on 
NBC June 13. 

Thomas will remain In Chicago | 
for Sun Oil for the duration of 


the conventions. 

It is probably the only commercial 
sponsoring an artist to give news 
of the conventions. 


} 


} 


} 
}) can 


(11) 6-7 o clock. It will be 


irom 


‘ xpl ltation for the 


band leader's presence in the hos- 
telry. 
Paul 


cert, as it 


(Con- 
fea- 


Rhythmic 
will 
An 


Whiteman’s 


will be called, 
Gershwin’'s 


Paris.’ 


(George 


In 


ture 


thrice | 


Amer- | 


COLUMBIA PHONO. AS 
TIME BROKER IN N. Y. 


Columbia Phonograph and Radio 
company is going into the time 
placement biz in order to take care 
of its radio disc customers. In mak- 
ing the move Columbia has been 
| careful to inform the established 
station representatives that the firm 
is not trying chisel into their 
business but is strictly adopting 
the extra service to please 
clients that desire it. 

This move is restricted only to 
the New York office, Columbia’s 
Chi office sticking solely to the 
récording line. Feeling is the time 
placement field in New York is 
pretty chaotic, while Chicago’s rep 
biz is fairly stable. 


‘Bernard Shaw Ducks 
CBS Invite to Cover 
Political Conventions 





to 


those 





G. B. Shaw has politely pushed 


aside CBS’ invitation to come over 


and handle the Chicago political 
That 
wou:id make the trip if they 
to take the 


bows while he inspected the coun- 
try incognito. The invitation was 
extended by Cesare Saerchinger, 
CBS’ foreign representative. 

Shaw told Saerchinger that po- 
litical conventions nearly wrecked 
his plays and that he had just 
stopped an American producer from 
launching one of his works during 
the convention month. Shaw's idea 
is that American producers are evi- 
dently unaware of political conven- 
tions in this country. 

G. B. also won’t come to America, 
he modestly stated, because he 
doesn’t care to risk being mobbed. 


Vacation Is Vetoed for 
Amos-Andy by Network 


Chicago, June 6. 


Amos ’n’ Andy request for a 
month’s vacation from the air has 
been given the firm thumbsdown by 
NBC, and the boys, who had been 
talking about hitting for either Eu- 
rope or the Canadian woods next 
month, are peeved. With the team 
still rated by far as the ace habit 
of dial-flippers, the network execs 
took the attitude that the element 
of risk involved was too great. To 
find «ut, they admitted, whether an 
act after a period of absence could 
pick-up its old listener interest in- 
tact would make an interesting ex- 
periment, but the chain, the black- 
face duo was advised, had no in- 
terest in testing out the idea at 
this time. 

Other major motive for the break- 
away veto has to do with the clip 
in revenue that NBC would have to 
undergo while the pair were vaca- 
tioning. Chain’s execs figured that 
the business for the sum.ner looks 
bad enouga without proceeding to 
deprive “self of the $125,000 forth- 
coming monthly for time filled by 
the team. 


conventions for its network. 


is, he 


could dig up a double 





, 


In 3rd Year 
Idea of getting away completely 
from the daily grind, now in its 


third unbroken year, and playing 
;}around for a stretch had for some 
time been the boys’ main topic of 
conversation. For his playground 
objective, Freeman Gosden (Amos) 
|chose Europe, while his partner 
| talked about’ going into the Cana- 
dian woods and taking a month's 
crack at living life in the rough. 

In putting the preposition to the 
network, through which. they had 
been placed with Pepsodent, said 
they were prepared to test the 
strength of their popularity by 
|; means of the month's dropout, feel- 
,ing assured that the hiatus would 
| bring them back refreshed and re- 
plete with ney slants for their act. 
Correll and Gosden contract con- 
tains no layoff claaise, but the boys 
averred that 





the vacation was com- 
ing gto them, if it went with- 


pay. 


even 
out 


Western Mass. Gets Another 
Springfield, Mass., 
Moffat of 
granted a 
100-watt radio 
this city, where 
WRLZA is located. 
real estate, mining 


June 6 
Watertown 
construction 


Albert 8S 
been 
for a 
ilt in 
NEBC-operated 
Moffat is 

and mo.ior. picture business. 
It is expe at the studio will 


ted in the Hotel, Stonehaven. 


permit station 


> 
to be b the 


in the 


ted tt 


‘be loca 


TIME LIMIT ON 
AD SPIELS 
DOUBTFUL 








,; were considering along these 


Depresh has temporarily side- 
ltracked hopes of the .networks to 
curtail the amount of advertising 
talk on the air. 

Last year NBC and CBS were 
considering the adoption of meas- 
ures to limit commercial spiels to 
a certain maximum time. CBS also 
considered banning all forms of 


ecntest programs. However, net- 
works now fear the adoption of such 
measures would arouse too much 
opposition from their clients and 
have dropped whatever plans they 
i lines. 
Currently there is more advertis- 
in telk on the air per program than 


ever before. Broadcasts which run 
but 15 minutes devote almost half 
of their time in some instances to 
sales talk. They have been advised 
repeatedly by network execs that 
too much advertising hurts the 


value of their programs, but won't 
do anything about it. 

Their excuse is that they 
plying such high-pressure 
manship via their air 
to existing conditions. 


are ap- 
sales- 
periods due 


NETWORKS WISING TO 
WILY PRESS AGENTS 


Chicago, June 6. 

Networks here have finally 
wisened to the old play-one-acainst- 
the-other dodge and are now co- 
operating with each other in pick- 
ing up special events broadcasts, 
And it’s now up to the local pub- 
licity boys to connive a new twist 
that will deliver an ether outlet to 
their clients. 

Until the mental dawn'ig came 
for the networks practically all a 
p.a. had to do to get a pickup fora 
convention, sports or political af- 
fair he was handling was to tell the 
chain program department that the 
opposition had come through with a 
line. Neither would take the time 
to check, and if the spot on the 
schedule was open the p.a. got the 
pickup. 

Following a call from one of the 
ballyhoo lads last week, who inci- 
dentally was given the turndown, it 
occurred to a program manager to 
exchange notes with the opposition, 
Agreement to check with each other 
on all similar request in the future 
resulted. 


WEAF’s Organ Pickup 
From Schwab Residence 


A series of weekly organ broad- 
casts from the home of Charles 














Schwab, steel magnate, will be inug- 
urated over the WEAF network 
starting June 12 by Archer Gibson, 

Gibson has been NBC sustaining 
for over a year now. Charles 
Schwab, an acquaintance of Gib- 
son's, decided that there was no use 
letting his organ rust and broached 
the idea of broadcasting from his 
home, 21 Riverside Drive, New 
York City. 

First broadcast will be on Sun- 
day. Thereafter the WEAF net- 
work will carry the Schwab-organ 


periods every Wednesday for 36 
minutes each, 
NBC engineers declare that the 


wiring of the steel magnate organ 
room for broadcasting purposes will 
be almost as difficult a feat as was 
the wiring of the Metropolitan 
Opera House stage. 


‘Show Boat’ Repeating 


Flo Ziegfeld will restage ‘Show- 
boat’ for the Chrysler period on 
CBS June 12. 


jroadcast will feature the same 


artists as were on Zieggry’s first 
‘Showboat’ broadcast, which was 
about two months ago. Air cast 
will be headed by Helen Morgan 
and Paul Robeson. 
Jack Little Busier 

Little Jack Little will have his 
CBS broadcast periods ji ea 
hortly when two additional weekly 
periods are added to Litti«'’s p 
ent schedule Littie is currently on 
CBS six mor sing: weekly. His tw» 
added periods will be during the 
night. 

Charlies Carlyle irrentiy on the 
Zierte Chrylser broadcast, will 
also receive CBS sustaining time 


shortly. 
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GEORGIE PRICE BLOSSOM SEELEY and L. P. STRAUBE ALICE JOY CHARLES J. GILCHREST 
BENNY KRUEGER’S Orchestra BENNY FIELDS Talk. Talk and Songs COMMERCIAL 

Songs, Orchestra Songs, Talk Sustaining Sustzining 


COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

Price brings something a 
different 


little 
to the ether on this, his 


Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 

Some time ago in Chicago, See- 
ley and Fields broke into the broad- 


WCFL, Chicago 

This Chicago Federation of Labor 
station probably devotes more time 
to the discussion of various socio- 


WGY Schenectady 


As a singer Alice Joy is known to 
thousands, but in the role of a proud 


WMAGQ, Chicago 

Tying up transmitter and printe 
ink, the ‘Daily News’ now pus 
the radio editor on the wavelengths 


) ley doers <a : a : ae in their govern- mother and expounder of a homely] for a weekly 15-minute spas 

5 > s uarter hours|casting ranks. Currently they are | logic ail problems, , ; m a 
Sor Canes bag Ph sen over the| under a sustaining NBC contract, |mental and economic aspects, than ee ee FP 8 ME small talk, and if possible, an jn. 
CBS chain. It is the parody idea|getting tre WJZ network five nights | any other station in America. Most : . p 





terview with some local radio light, 


- : api 3 stations have ,, but WCFL | tl.« fact she played l.-r own accom- | Gilchrest sounded much nery 
with special lyric versions, again} weekly. stations Mavs Se 9 paniments to two numbers, that | pj initial airing gol 
manifesting the tendency of radio If they can keep up the pace|has a well-formed platform and is ad this inane @ nds Al his nitial airing but got under the 
styles to ape the old vaude ideas. they've set at the start, they should | using its facilities much as a news- “wc tl ~ t ee ae as ter +t. wire by simply admitting his shaki. 
Tt om tina im @ little etherealleo far ide and handsome in their | paper utilizes the editorial. And | P@My reatre ¢ specia nterest. | ness. His talk is largely chatter 
Price also rings in a little ethereal; go far, wide a i ’ Her first real talk via radio ; 3: «p Thi ; . 
log-rolling for Richman and Rub-|new field There is no deny:ng but this program probably gets as many Sin ese ki _* he famili: : 1 such as: ‘Paul Whiteman is looking 
inoff his radio confreres who plug that this team, a veteran vaudeville | listeners as the editorial page gets sry x1 , nm x. 1€ witen ow a # well, and he’s parking his Duesen. 
C&S coffee on the rival NBC net-} favorite has brought something | readers. It’s music and comics that aroe, : niger ony . ra p ep Bag berg for his 12-cylinder Cadillae* 
. < 4 A } ic > A . : Sad ar Sa -« , wd PF: y > a " 2 J 
work Sunday nights lnew to radio. They don’t cut sud-|count in the circulation. “ A ; hie ‘r ak a a a eo * and he then proceeds to give heayy 
. ‘ ~ wabarts ‘ ; ‘ cad ; : : , an »bbies. Talked easily, natural- . a PES ha 
This, his ‘audition’ program, made|denl- from one number to another, Station is now engaged on a daily ly good-humoredly and intelligent- plugs for both ps rsonalities and 
a good opener of the series. Price| but have deftly cued their material | examination of the municipal af- ly. Miss Joy is well fitted to do | 2, 5"ams. It sums up as fair Zan 
started it with the query: ‘Is any-|so that the songs and lines follow in | fairs of the town. Straube is editor on Prana anmouncinas Her philosophy stuff and pretty Similar to the copy 
body listening?’ and a kidding re-j|natural order of the ‘Federation News,’ and is one sounded stranvely comin nf from one in the daily s column. 
evr « ig ar being the! Fields brings a mellow tone t0| of e guest speakers. Stra or |; ee ae 1s - On the first show was Rudy Val. 
mark about Richman gz f the guest speakers. Straube know . as ‘The Dream Girl 
cream in your coffee but that Price |r dio and has already caught the sy i ’ % 


is the lemon in your tea. 

Krueger's instrumental back-up 
was excellent, with Krueger's fa- 
mous laughing sax featuring itself 
in some of the novelty musical ac- 
companiments. 

Price's first parody was 
lord, Stay Away from My 
after rendering the original 
song straight, first. 

A plug for the 66-year-old C&S 
tea came in here, a _ bit long. 
Stressed the iced-tea idea but over- 
did it generally. Repeated the ad 
idea again towards the end. Grant- 
ing that the commercial sponsors 
deserve consideration for their in- 


‘Land- 


‘river’ 


\fancy of all listeners. He definitely 
| steals first honors, not because Miss 
Seeley doesr’t satisfy, but bec~use 
Fields’ delivery and style are some- 
thing of a radical change for the 
better among radio's male voices. 
The pair grow real affectionate 


Door,’| during theiv dialog moments, calling 


each other ‘honey’ and ‘dearie.’ It’s 
a pleasant little touch that makes 
them seem familiar with their lis- 
|teners. Feature about four numbers 
on each 15-minute broadcast. Songs 
used usually have interpolated bits 
of other tunes and chatter. 








his 15-minute share discussed the 
recent economy moves of the coun- 
try, branding much of it as false 
economy in the simple failure of 
the gvvernment to pay its public 
debts. “te referred here in particu- 
lar to the suspension of payments 
of the mothers’ pension, pointing 
out the effects this stoppage of 
funds had on the widows and de- 
serted mothers and their impover- 
ished families. He urged the listen- 
ers tg take an interest in the prob- 
lem, and himself declared for the 
full collection of personal property 
taxes as a means towards replenish- 
ing the country’s revenue. 


A human,  behind-scenes-touch 
was lent to broadcast when femme 
int2rviewer read for Miss Joy a wire 
stating that tonsilectomies  per- 
formed that day on her two small 
children and nurse had been suc- 
cessful. 

Three numbers, sung in typical 
Joy style, topped off a pleasant 15- 
minute evening interlude. Jaco. 





JANTZEN GIRL 

Mary Alcott Richardson and 
Norman Ross 
COMMEF.CIAL 


lee as interviewee. In return there 
was plenty of free announcements 
for the ‘Scandals,’ now showing 
with Vallee at the Chi Civic Opera 
joint. Vallee tipped that he doesn’t 
use the word ‘crooner,’ mainly bee 
cause the profession uses it con. 
temptuously; he admitted that mu- 
sic sales were badly off and he’s 
worried about what’s going to be 
done about it. He thinks he’s go- 
ing to return to flickers and spe- 
cifically mentioned Metro as at 
present seeking a story suitable for 
him. When asked what he thought 
of radio, Vallee digressed into a 
back-hand slap against the fickle- 








: : ss the public. 
vestment, it  nullifies everything} BUDDY DOYLE This above paragraph illustrates | WMAQ, Chicago 7 = woh ana sacentea br wale me! 
when they go overboard on the spiel, | Songs, Talk the non-pop style of these broad- Commercial value behind this one | jn the biz that the fervidness which : 
as here. COMMERCIAL casts. It's a program for the few] is obviously good, with Norman] marks the picture fan is largely Cal 
The logrolling was kiddingly in-| WJZ, New York interested in present-day social/ Ross, ex swimming champ, telling missing in the radio listener. No Pre 
troduced with Price complimenting} Byuqay Doyle replaced Victor Se ae It’s hardly for the great! all about it while Miss Richardson | radio fan book has come anywhere N 
Krueger, following an _ orchestra |yoore on these Nestle periods under * ager public that tetas” ~ oe fills in with songs. Sponsor is the | near the power or success of the con 
+e number, for playing almost as well|, 43 week contract, which sets a|-~ ?*¥'*"6 bridge. vs Jantzen Knitting Mills, popular | jeading flicker mags. Many have is 
i as Rubinoff, with Krueger observ-| run mark for ‘guest stars’ on the brand of bathing suits. tried to stir up some demand for me 
: oo Me ak MERA OR BONA cin Guanes “cic can ac’ tooes thas | SOS Okie see ei MOMER | .csntoet apd froctons i g dontenn | Seek conseatished is thet Gist _ 
, : m for m accc s ‘ 2¢ si 
4 into a Richman impression. This tome weeks. 7 ao Prong ee suit, although Ross in his talk never | And with that portrait of the radio mui 
°: was followed by other impressions, Doyle is a vaude blackface single | WMAQ, Chicago refers to it. He doesn’t have to as | listener, it appears that a program ie 
ay in which Price is adept, and a az.d was understudy to Eddie Can- : ii heads , ..,| the progrem title implies it, besides | of this nature, while sufficiently 
" for a nice variety idea. ~_ tor for ‘Whoopee.’ Frequent refer- Of all the irrelevant, immaterial|the regular plug from the an- pleasant and suitable enough for 
ence was made to the latter incident — omen recone things pg nouncer. its once weekly showing, can rate 
HERBERT FUCHS on the opening broadcast. There is coer ay Bnei pinta non oe First five minutes of this 15 min-/|only as just 6ne of those things, 
interview something Cantorish abou: Doyle's half A tals ait 6 tote lietats like ute period is taken by the blues|/rather than be considered an an- 
Sustaining style of singing, which will prob- this is a mystery. If it’s a question warbling Miss Richardson, whose | swer to any recognized demand on 
WJZ, New York ably he passed up by laymen. of "times anin the b i. ~ voice is attuned to such type of |the part of the radio tuner -inner, , 
Radio desire for human-interest|, Doyle's material is divided be-|?) ‘titi. waush ae bert .? ‘ae >| delivery. Ross, naturally is the Gold. 
news stories is evidenced by this|tween songs and gags, latter with reget eraegen oad pet er to throw main event, and his is the next five van 
hookup by WJZ into the Brooklyn,|the help of Allyn Josslyn, an- pote dat aes . minutes. It’s a straightaway talk pow 
N. Y., home of Herbert Fuchs, the}ouncer. Material is sprightly and Titular character is one of those} from Ross, who is looked upon as | DON REDMAN Orchestra = 


respirator lad, who became some- 
thing of a national hero as the re- 
sult of his successful battle for life 
with the aid of an artificial lung, 
as the respirator is called. 

Fuchs is the boy who was con- 
fined 245 days in the respirator and 
came up smiling, to the admiration 
of a country and the distinction of 
a WJZ wire into his family’s home 
at 1314 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn. 

Kelvin Keech, NBC announcer, 
conducted the interview in rather 
stilted fashion. The 14-year-old 
seemed more natural and assured. 
It did sound, however, as if it was 
spontaneous and not rehearsed, 
which is something and may have 
been accounted for 
mental 
breaks from unrehearsed amateurs, 
especially a bedridden youngster. 


amusing, but Doyle should pick his 
gags more carefully. One or two 
hurt him. 

Doyle has an enjoyable singing 
voice and snappy delivery. His 
songs are diversified, ranging froni 
pop .to old favorites, with the in- 
clusion of one good medley of com- 
edy lyrics to the tune of familiar 
pops, 


HELEN MORS AND THREE 
BROTHERS 

Harmony 

Sustaining 

WBBM, Chicago 


No: a bad little combination, and 


by Keech’s|one the network is probably trying 
concern at any possible|to give a buildup, although strictly 


local so far. Helen Mors is an un- 
familiar name on the ether, al- 


However, it proceeded without mis-| though it may possibly be a ringer 


hap. 





for son eone who's been in front of 


Fuchs told of his normal athletic!a mike before. 


activities as a member of the Pagan 
A. C., with whom he played football| was iust starting out. 


and baseball; 


hospital, 


last; his partiality to 


Miss Mors doesn’t sound like she 
Her delivery 


his confinement for|is decidedly firm and shows pre- 
nine months in the Kingston Ave.| vious experience. 


She leans more 


from Aug. 31 to May 23/toward torchy numbers, but appar- 


‘Raising|ently can’t decide, with the result 
Junior’ as his favorite radio pro- 


that her ballads slow her up a good 


nonedescript kind, with a dialect 
that is at no time certain. It’s 
supposed to be German, but one 
would never guess it. Idea of the 
abbreviated sketches, in the form 
of stage blackouts, comes from the 
window washing angle, with Otto 
telling what he sees outside looking 
in. 

Scenes wind up with punch lines 
that fail to punch, after being 
dragged out in a monotony of dialog. 
Whoever is writing this stuff must 
have taken a course in Joe Millers. 
And if that isn’t enough, this Otto 
personality delivers poetry in a seri- 
ous vein. Whoever heard of a 
poetic window washer? Maybe this 
one was originally a poet who was 
hit by the depression. 

In between all of it is the studio 
orchestra under Joseph Gallicchio 
which supplies the only breathing 
spell in an otherwise perfect blank. 
By all means ‘Otto the Window 
Washer’ should be white washed 
and the sooner the better. Span, 


OATVILLE BARBERSHOP 
Sketch 


an aquatic authority of no mean 
standing. He does get in a plug for 
modern bathing suits as a material 
help for swimmers and also plays 
up the femme angle from the re- 
ducing point of view. According 
to Ross, swimming as an exercise 
works both ways, either taking off 
or putting on weight. 

Again the commercial twist fol- 
lows his talk, with the announcer 
picking it up and urging listeners 
to send for a free swim -booklet, 
put out of course by Jantzen. In 
all, the combination of the song- 
stress and Ross makes an apropos 
broadcast for the warm months, 
which is all the sponsor is probably 
interested in anyway. Span. 


SOUTHERN SYMPHONIES 


With Theodore Hahn, Ellis Frankes, 
Ramon Black and Dixie Dale 

Orchestra, Songs 

Sustaining 

WCKY, Covington, Ky. 
Del'~htfully different from the 

usual band and vocal blasts are the 

45-minute Friday night programs 

with which this 5,000-watter makes 


Sustaining 
WABC, New York 


Redman is the maestro of Con- 
nie’s Inn, Harlem nite club. He is 
one of the foremost rhythmic ex- 
ponents who is wise in featuring 
melody numbers like ‘Paradise,’ 
‘Dream Sweetheart,’ etc., in not too 
hot-cha manner. 


By taking these familiar melody 
airs and interpolating tricky ar- 
rangements, they have better ether 
appeal than does the average eccen- 
tric style of Harlem jazzmania. 


The stuff is nicely scored and 
comes through interestingly and 
novelly. Andre Baruch, ease 

el. 





CBS Cuts Sustainers 


Los Angeles, June 6. 

California Melodies, only regular 
CBS program emanating on the 
coast, will go out weekly over KHJ 
instead of alternating weekly with 
KFRC, San Francisco. 

Part of the CBS intention to cut 
down on sustaining programs dur- 


gram, with Amos ’n’ Andy and|deal. She should stick to the fast Sustaining its first contribution to a coast-to- | ing the summer. 
Lowell Thomas next. He expressed|and hot ones. WJJD, Chicago coast hookup. Orchestra, sans| Both stations are due for further 
his appreciation for the many let-| Those three boys with the croon-| Another rubeville skit that fails|>rass, is directed by Theodore 


ters and gifts received from un-| ing 
known donors as the result of the 


publicity. 


Dr. Emil Smith and Marian Bu-|companiment. 


pipes get behind the girl for 
good support, with another fellow 
at the piano taking care of the ac- 
There is no orches- 





to hit any high points of interest, 
either from dialog or situation an- 
gles. It may have been patterned 


Hahn, Jr., who hails from a long 
line of musicians and composers and 
is about as seasoned as they come 
in scoring notes and instrumenta- 


eliminations of sustainers, especi¢ 
ally where they entail heavy man 
power, 





, after ‘Bill the Barber,’ as the latter | !* : 
chanan, his physician and nurse,|tra and they don’t need one. There | made its appearance on the air first, | tion.. In his WCKY combination he KFWB Cuts 
also came in for plugs. are good posibilities here. Span. | but the latter at least had «ome|USeS 10 men. Sounds double that 

The broadcast had all the ele- a 


ments of a big human-interest inter- 


lude for 15 minutes, from 7.15 p. m 
a natural home period, but some 
how it was ali rather dull unde 
Keech’s interviewing. Abel. 





OLD TRADER 
Stock Market Talk 
COMMERCIAL 
WIBO, Chicago 


Under the auspices of the Nelson 


Bros. Bond and Mortgage Com 


pany, which owns and operates this 


transmitter, comes the old trade 
to deliver a weekly 15-minute lec 
ture on stocks and bonds. 


.| SILVER STREAKS 
-| Trio and Piano Duo 
r| COMMERCIAL 

WGY, Schenectady 


Male trio and piano duo broad- 
cast once weekly, 15-minute supper 
hour program plugging a _ pop 
priced automobile. Trio warble 
pops in oke style, arrangements be- 
ing perhaps most distinctive fea- 
-j ture. Pianists accompany singers, 
and have several solo spots. Change 
r|of pace for ivoryists should be or- 
-| dered, continual pounding of keys 
in the treble being hard on listeners. 


local color, which this has not. 


As it goes along it develops into 
one of those monotonous monologs 
delivered by the two principal char- 
acters—one at a time, of course. It 
seems to have been thrown together, 
with continuity, if at any time con- 
sidered, utterly abandcned. And 
those gags! They must have picked 
‘em up in an old bin somewhere. 

Wisecracks don’t seem to fit hére 
at all, and it would be better to 
establish some atmophere and char- 
acters in straight fashion. As is 
it’s pretty dry, ett stuff. 

pan. 


number. 

Southern ditties, old and new, are 
sprinkled refreshingly through the 
period. The semi-classics are sung 
by the Debutantes, femme trio, who 
register voice culture. More class 
singing is furnished by Ellis Frankes, 
baritone, and Ramon Black, tenor. 

There there’s Dixie Dale, who big 
times all over ballads and blues. An 
earful of her goes a long way with 
pop fans. 

L. B. Wilson, head of WCKY, 
chimes in with a minute talk Ce- 
signed to inspire better feeling un- 
til the return of happier days, which 
may or may not do good. 


Hollywood, June 6. 

To reduce operating costs of 
Warners local radio station, KF WB., 
Carlton Kelsey, director of the stu- 
dio orchestra, was relieved of the 
baton and replaced by Jack Joy, 
former program manager, while 
Johnny Murray, assistant to Joy, 
has been moved up to program 
manager. 

In addition to the elimination of 
an orchestra leader, the musicians 
consented to a 20% cut to avert @ 
reduction in personnel. 











a, 7 les |i 


The old trader has one theme 
song: ‘Buy now.’ Buy stocks now 
while they’re low and you'll be a 


In fact an occasional shift into 
second for entire musical car 
might make journey more varied 


Teddy Hahn is a vet theatre 
maestro. When he gets further into 


10 WEEKS OF BOATS 
‘SONG MAKERS’ 


rich man in 1935 is the reiterated 
point throughout. .The old trader 
presented on last week (31) pro- 
gram some figures about the condi- 
tion of the stock market at present, 
but they weren't original, since 
they had appeared in all the dailies 


and enjoyable. 
some to many. 

Announcing by A. O. Coggeshall 
is in ‘step on it’ style of program. 
As usual with local commercials, 
this one has an overflow from ad- 


Speed become® tire- 


Sketch with Russ Tarbox, 
Hawkins, Billy Dauscha 

Sustaining 

WOR, New York ' 
A fairly interesting sketch car- 

ried weekly by this station regard- 

ing the trials and tribulations of 


Max 


radio his rep will go up. Kolling. 





DR. ROYAL S. \ OPELAND 
With Vincent Sorey 

Talk, Violin 

COMMERCIAL 


Chicago, June 6. 
Making a play for the vacationist 
mob, the D. & C. Navigation come 
pany starts on WBBM, local Colume 
bia chain transmitter, on June 29 
for a 10-week stretch. Will do @ 


: WAB once weekly musical program at 30 
the week before. Those were the a Jace. songwriters, It purports to give the : C, gyre , minutes per. 4 
figures demonstrating that the inside of songwriting and does so to b nd d flies a Siem on period that Plugging the boat line of the " 
average prices were 27% below| MANIACS a fair degree, albeit with licensed aieiaiion toh eet: engl yp Ron Great Lakes will be a studio band 

et ‘ P exaggeratio é sewives. . | Gres 4 s é 
mee See he old trader needs SoMMuRciAn’ Hunter Keasey sua y* the skit are Russ|2"2™ is sponsored by Ceresota| under the Frank Westphal baton. 


Flour, and though Copeland does not 


Advice is also offered at the La-|KMTR, Hoilywood come out and actually recommend 


salle street address of the Nelson Comedy dialog three times a week 
Bros. Bond and Mortgage Company,|on 15-minute periods, supposedly 
which in this program offers the /appealing to housewives who might 
listeners its brokerage service. It} be strong on avoirdupois. Nobody 
isn’t a good program from any] will grow fat laughing at it. , 
angle, but mainly because nothing| Team is Hal Price and Hunter| complete the song is shown ver- 
new in ideas or entertainment is| Keasey, who have been playing over | Pally. 

being offered. Most of the talk is; several local one-lungers for several A bit of inside on songwriting, 
mere platitudes, full of empty slo-| months. They reach so far back for|such as explaining a trade term 
gans and repeating what great men/their gags that unless the fans are| like ‘dummy’ enhances its interest 
have said about the depression. under forty the program is stale |to laymen. Patter carries fairly well 

old, news. but could be made more amusing. 


Included will be short dramas pointe 
a. iad ae ane ke cee ae ing to the scenic wonders of a ship 
whole wheat flour, which is Phe vane Over the Hive inion. 4 
sponsor’s specialty. 

Dr. Copeland, now a Senator, was Olsen Saturday’s Child 
formerly head of the New York After the new Lucky Strike series 
Health Department. He speaks of | is inaugurated, June 14, Georg® 
— foods and gives beneficial Olsen’s band will be the sole instrue 
Vincent Sorey, w. k. orchestra mental outfit to be used for the Sate 
leader, opens the program with a urday broadcasts. 

Olsen will have the account eX 


violin Solo and closes it in ditto 
clusively for five Saturdays at least 


Tarbox, Max Hawkins and Billy 
Dauscha, latter a girl. Former two 
are the songwriting team. Girl tells 
the boys she needs a special type of 
sons, and the boys get to work. 
How they finally get the lyrics and 
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out at 


Carl Nielson, operator, 
WHAS, Louisville. 

Mildred Shry no longer with 
KTAR, Phoenix, Arizona. 

Gene Halliday, KLO mer. Ogden, 
Utah, playing organ program daily. 


Ben Gross, N. Y. ‘News’ radio 
critic, wears his vest inside his 
trousers. 

KDYL, Sait Lake City, congratu- 
lated over CBS network on tenth 
birthday. 


Bob White, formerly on WHAS, 
Louisville, moved South to Nash- 
ville’s WSM. 


Charles Flagler, tenor on WHAS 


Louisville, off air—doing personal 
appearances. 
Brass Rail, former Salt Lake City 


Fraternity club, etherizing two 
nights weekly. 

Bill Durbeck, WHAS announcer, 
quits to studio dentistry at Univer- 
sitv of Louisville. 

Hugh Aspinwall, recently with 
WBBM, Chicago, returned to WISN, 
Milwaukee, May 31. 

Freeman H. and Mrs. Talbot, 
KOA, Denver, are the parents of | 
an eight-pound baby girl. 

Friday night Wrestling bouts 
over KDYL, Salt Lake, now com- 
mercial for laundry plugs. 

John O’Pray, ex-RKO ‘Trish 
Garuso’ joins Salt Lake KDYL 
Preakfast Club for four weeks. 

Wm. E. Bryan has resigned as 
commercial manager of KOA and 
is succeeded by E. M. Hoge, for- 
merly manager of the Chicago NBC 


night studios. 
‘Ukelele Pat’ Haley, formerly of 
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Fox, Brooklyn, New York ]|| B. 


lout of the sun. 









p $4337 










+42 


Sts 4 ee 


WTAM, Cleveland, on WCAE, 
Pittsburgh, sustaining program. 

Ralph Federer, staff pianist, at 
WCARE, Pittsburgh, has Just had a 
ballad, ‘One Little Hour,’ published. 

Bernice Alstock, formerly 
York NBC artist, now in 
and appearing over local 
K TAR. 

Mrs. W. D. Reynolds, 
KLZ, Denver, leaving 
three weeks in east. V 
business. 








a New 
Phoenix 
station 


owner ot! 
Friday 
acation and 


Stan Lawrence’s orchestra, which 
j}had been broadcasting over WTIC. 
now at Fisherman’s Rest, Burden 


Lake, N. Y. 


Latest in radio ‘signatures’ is 


mooing of a cow on daily ‘Farm 
Program,’ WGY, Schenectady, Sound 
is studio-produced., 


Howard Pyle, Phoenix program 
director attending convention of 
Pacific Advertising Club next month 


in Vancouver, B.C, 

Station WWSW, Pittsburgh, has 
asked the Federal Radio Commis- 
sion to increase its daytime power | 


from 100 to 250 watts. 


Raymond Paige and Mary Cath- 
rine Hoffman, singing on. the air 
under name of Mary York, will 


marry sometime this month. 


Mike Porter and Johnny John- | 
stone, the NBC Boswell, can speak 
to each other in Morse code by pen- 
cil tapping or guttural dot-and- 
dashing, 

Bess Perry, who broadcasts over 
WHAM, Rochester, in twelve dia- 
lects, finds Irish. most popular, 
Swedish least, according to fan 
mail reaction. 

Alice Joy proud because her five- 
year-old Bruce topped classmates | 
with I, Q. of 165, and three-year-old 
Lois has best sense of rhythm 
in nursery group. 

Dan Thompson, 





movie editor The | 
Times, introduced ‘Interviewing the 
Actor’ series over WHAS, with in- | 
terview of Lester Vail, ‘Beau Ideal’ 
star, and current Nat’l leading man. 

Gertrude Reynolds, secretary at 
KDKA, Pittsburgh, asked to fill in 
as a pianist at the last minute dur- 
ing a program made such a good 
impression that she’s now a regular 
staff artist. 

Art Jarrett, noted for his willing- 


|}cation, saw a friend on Broadway 
who said, ‘Hello, Art.’ ‘Paradise, 
| key of F,’ called out Art before even 
turning around. 

David Buttolph, musical director 
of WGY, Schenectady, and a radio 
vet., shook like a leaf when facing 
a benefit show 
for local unemployed musicians, but 
spoke his piece oke. 

WWSW, Pittsburgh, dedicated a 
program to Si Steinhauser, radio ed 
last week on 
his 15th wedding anniversary and 
his daughter’s eighth birthday, both 
falling on the same day. 

Salt Lake City newspapers re- 
fusing all radio matter including 
program listings. KDYL puts out 
15,000 programs to residence mail 
boxes with syndicated grocery lists. 
KSL prints programs obtainable at 
downtown stores. 


Basil Loughrane is new produc- } , 
jtain times and stations, and that on 


tion manager at WJAY, Cleveland. 

Gene Carroll, of Gene and Glenn, 
missed the first of his 700 broad- 
casts over WTAM, Cleveland, when 
he accidentally shoved his hand 


for | 


MANY NEW AND 
RENEW FOR 
NBC NETS 





Among accounts which have re- 
cently renewed with NBC is Pep- 
sodent for ‘Rise of the Goldbergs,’ 
six times weekly on the WEAF net- 

|} work. Renewal takes effect = bet 
| Another account which 

newed NBC is Cream of 2 ut, 
'(Jolly Bill and Jane’), renewal 


effective Sept. 26. 

| Among NBC’s new accounts or 
| be Westinghouse Electric which on 
i June 27 goes on the WJZ network 
| three times weekly, and on June 28 
twice weekly via the WKAF net- 
;} work. Al Cameron and Pete Bon- 
tesema will be featured. 

Another NBC new 

Porto Rican-American Tobacco Co. 
which starts on WJZ network Oct. 
1 for weekly half hour broadcasts. 
| ‘Talent booked for the tobacco ac- | 
| count consists of Ohman and Arden 
orchestra, Gus Van and the Pickens 
Sisters. 


account is 





L. A. Comms Combine 
Programs for Dual Plug | 





Los Angeles, June 6. la 
Air acts developed and popular~ | 
ized on one commercial program 
will be used by KFWB to plug an- 
other, account with all parties mu- 
tually satisfied. 





On a ‘Cruise to Nowhere’ of the | 
8.8. City of Los Angeles, in which | 
the station is interested and has 


been advertising over the air, tal- | 
ent from the Hi-Jinks (Franco 
Bakery) hour will take part. They 
will entertain passengers and, in 
addition, broadcast by short wave 
from the ship as part of the Hi- 
Jinks hour. 

This is the initial short wave} 


broadcast on the coast. 


ENDOWED ETHER 


Chi Audience League Wants More 
Philanthropists and Members 


Chicago, June 6. 

Advocating government control 
of the ether, an organization has 
been formed locally, known as the 
‘American Radio Audience League,’ 
headed by a Karl Randall. Their 
motto is ‘for the entrustment of the 
financially valuable broadcast chan- 
nels to competent agents represent- 
ing the audience, rather than to 
sellers of transmission.’ 

Their angle is that advertising 
should be entirely restricted to cer- 


each separate point on the dial there 
should be a separate type of enter- 
tainment. Thus, classical music on 
one channel, jazz on another, edu- 





through a door window. Injuries 
kept him out of studio while Glenn 
Rowell pinch-hitted for him. 


Dale Wimbrow, visiting Cleveland duplicating of entertainment types 


stations, started controversy by de- 
claring Cleveland was toughest 
radio town in country. 

Emblazoned on the studio door of 
WCKY, Covington, Ky.,,is this trib- 
ute: ‘Delicated to Colonel Paul 
Whiteman. world-famous orchestra 
director.” The King of Jazz and his 
band etherized from that chamber 
the night he became a Kentucky 
Colonel. 

Cliff Edwards received wire from 
Nat Brusiloff: ‘Believe you have es- 
tablished a record. Only vocalist on 
air Decoration Day who did not sing 


cational subjects on the third, and 
so on, in this way eliminating the 


all over the dial. 

One thing not quite clear is how 
the ether is to be supported, though 
there are references to the taxing 
system in other countries. But 
mainly, the League believes, the free 
air can be supported by soliciting 
cash endowments. 

League is now hot for members. 
Regular memberships rates at $1 a 
year, contributing memberships at 
a fin annually. League has particu- 
larly made an appeal to the news- 
paper publishers, sending its bulle- 





‘My Buddy’.’ 

WINS, 

| East 58th street June 19. Studios 
(are now in the Lincoln Hotel. 

Russ Columbo holds a radio night 

— Sunday at the Woodmansten 


Phanons Lopez goes to Atlantic} 
City June 6 to play for the National 
Electric Light Association, June 6-9. 

Boy Friends, trio, formerly with | 


| Harriet Lee, now with Vincent Lo- 


pez’ orchestra. 

Now that Buddy Rogers is no 
|longer tied to ‘Hot-Cha’ the band 
leader attends the theatre practi- 
| cally every night. 

A. Rolfe under orders to keep | 











“Old Topper” 
“Jadge, Jr.” 
“Prince of 
Pineapples” 
and now as 
“Barbasoloist”’ 








Dir. National B 








Ray Perkins 





INDEFINITELY Jimmy Melton has installed a 
(Continued on page 63) 


WEAF 
7:30 











New York, moves to 114} 


tin which voices the opinion that 
the newspaper biz is ‘confronted 
| with the double competition of radio 


| EMTR to announce over the air 
that there is no such place as 
‘Paradise Isle’ which is the syn- 
thetic locale of its daily horse- 
race broadcast under that title. 
Isle is supposedly a spot where 


| a race is run daily and much liquor 


}each night, 





One Hand Ever Busy 


CES employees are prohib- 
ited from sitting in their shirts 
if they wear suspenders. They 
must either dispose of the sus- 
penders or keep their jackets 
on. 
| Those who wear suspenders 
habitually and yet during the 
warm,weather desire the com- 
fort of sitting around in a 


shirt, remove their 





suspenders 
up from 
therefore 
trousers. 


Each time they get 
their are 
forced to clutch their 


s KMTR Nag Race 
Taken Seriously: 
Gets FRC Rebuke 


desk they 











Hollywood, June 65. 
Federal Radio Commission forced 


is quaffed. So many listeners wrote 
ito the station and tne commission 
for the true locale in order to get 

load of the free-and-easy that 
the government stepped in. 

Kick was due to the manner in | 
which the program was put over. 
Announcer would supposedly hare} 
directions for reaching the wet spot 
but as soon as he got 
the fans as far as Long Beach, 
there’d be an interruption and 
thirsty sports would be left in the | 
air. 

Then with tongues hanging out | 
they’d cal] the station for further | 

| 
| 








directions. This is the part the 
commission didn’t like. 





ANOTHER COAST INVADER | 


Donald Novis Getting 3-Way NBC | 
Buildups 

Donald Novis begins broadcasting 
for NBC under a sustaining sched- | 
ule Jnne 14. He arrived in New) 
York June 5 with his wife by boat 
from California, 

NBC desire to set up a three-way 
record for Novis shortly after he 
arrives. Network wants to handle 
him three ways simultaneously—on 
the air, for theatres and for a hotel. 
Understood that NBC has the Park 
Central Hotel, New York, lined up 
for Novis and a band. 

Novis’ contract with NBC is for 
26 weeks, with 52 additional weeks 
optional. He was placed under this 
contract while at the Cocoanut 
Grove, Los Angeles, through his at- 
torney, Mark M. Cohen, of Los An- 
geles. ’ 











Defer ‘Pops’ On CBS 
Chicago, June 6. 

Debut of Kellogg Foodtown Pops 
‘Pirate Club’ session on the Colum- | 
bia web has been pos poned indef. 
Program had been slated to start 
tomorrow (7), but time trouble has 
developed. 

Interlude has been on WGN here 
for a six-week test, hitting the air 
at 6:45 p.m. This is the running 
time of ‘Rise of the Goldbergs’ on 
the NBC chain, and undcrstood that | 
the cereal firm is a bit leary of this 
competition. Expected that the 
‘Pirate’ program won't start on its 
national plugging until late this 
| month. 





Young Manages Two 


Composers, 


= 
—— 


NAB COUNTERS 


FLAT SUM T0 
MUSIC MEN 


National Association of Broad- 
casters, in refusing the proposed in- 
| 
crease of the American Society of 


Authors and Publishers 


|for 5% of the commercial revenue 


of stations, countered with a re- 
ported proposal of a fiat yearly sum 
jto be paid by each station, instead 
bee a percentage. 

Board of Directors o* the Ameri- 
can Society conferred all day Fri- 
day (3) regarding the NAB’s oun- 
ter-proposal, but the music men, 
according to reports, will nevéz 
consent to an agreement for a flat 


sum from radio stations. 
fer the percentage idea. 


They pre- 


Countess Gets Job 
Countess Olgo Albani will replace 
Jessica Dragonette on the Cities 
Service NBC broadcasts during 

Miss Dragonette’s vacation. 
Latter will sail for France toward 
the end of this month and will re- 
main abroad for about two months. 












Columbia System—8:30 P.M. 
ON LA PALINA PROGRAM 


CENTRAL PARK CASINO 
Personal Mat agement—Ted Collie 
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Los Angeles, June 6. 





| in both the advertising and news 

fields.” To the publishers a con- 
tributing membership is offered at 
annual rates of $5, ‘or more.’ 


---— —— 


' Chi Summer Fold-Ups 





Chicago, June 6. 
Three more commercials are 
|; slated to quit NBC during June. | 


Included among them is one 
| network’s oldest customers, Halsey 


Stuart & Co., now in its third year, | 


final broadcast set for 
June 29. Brazilian Coffee, an after- 
moon affair, comes off June 22 and 
the Three Bakers will do their last 
show for Standard Brands June 26 

Health Products Corp. shifts its 
Danger Fights show on the same 
chain from Saturday to Thursday 
nights starting June 23, with the 
release time moved up hour to 


with the 


an 





roadcasting Co. 





p. m. central time. 


of the | 


shakeup at KFAC | 


Managerial 
owned by E. L. Cord, | 


and KFVD, 
;has John Swallow 
| dual control by Lindell Young. 

Swallow is still on the payroll as 
assistant to Young. 


superseded in| 


| 











4BOYS AND 
A GUITAR~ 


COLUMBIA) 


BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 


Personal Representative 
Thomas G. Kockwell 
Mills- Rockwell, Inc. 
799 Seventh Ave. 
NEW YORK 
9:15 P.M., Tuesday, Thursday 








VICTOR 


~Y oune 


Musical 
Director 


American 
and) «Brunswick 
Records 
Hart, Schaffner 
& Marx, 
Hinds’ Honey 
Almond Cream, 
Crisco and 
Goodyear Tire 
Broadcasts 
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WED. SAT. 
Management 


| MILLS-ROCKWELL, 


GLORIFYING the ¢ POPULAR SONG 


Program 


OLUMBIA-COAST-TO-COAST NETWORK 


10 70 10:15 ES. 


INC. 
799 Seventh Ave., New York 
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Exhibs’ Request for More Music 
Is Met in New Picture Product 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Tendency to revive picture songs 


in the present run of pictures is 
mar:ced by as many as five num- 
bers appearing in pictures com- 
pleted -and previewed within the 
past Radio’s ‘What Price 
Hollywood’ contains in addition to 
a medley of oldtime popular theme 
songs two new numbers written .x- 
pressly for situations in the picture 

Warners ‘Blessed Event’ contains 
three numbers lifted from the 
Warner catalog of music, one al- 


ready published and the other two 
approved for future publication. 

Five for Cantor 

Radio’s ‘Bird of Paradise’ contains 

one number sung by an ensemble 

of native Hawaiian voices, while 

Sam Goldwyn’s forthcoming Cantor 


production, ‘Kid From Spain,’ will 
contain at least five numbers now 
being prepared by Irving Caesar. 


M-G-M made 
include songs in three 
ductions, including one for ‘Red 
Headed Woman,’ four.for ‘Speak 
Easily’ ard an undetermined num- 


has provisions to 


current pro- 








RKO 


PALACE 


NEW YORK 
This Week (June 4) 


Columbia Broadcasting System 


Presents 


LEON 
BELASCO 


and His Orchestra 
with 


VIVIAN JANIS 


Radioing 
WOODBURY SOAP 


Every Friday 9:30 P. M. 
Coast to Coast 


and 
WHEN ROMANCE CALLS 
Every Sat. 6:45 P. M. 


Management 
HERMAN BERNIE 





+ 





The Payoff 


Los Angeles, June #6. 


Fiddling all night for four 
bits isn’t enough for Jerry 
Campbell, musician, who has 
filed 1 wage claim igainst 
Frank Goldstein, dance pro- 
motel 

Campbell says he was prom- 
ised $2.50, took 50 cents on ac- 


count and took the count for 


the other two bucks. 











ber for the new Marion Davies ric- 




















Waldorf Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 


Gem Safety Razor 
Program 


Lucky Strike Dance Hour 


Management M. C. A. 

















Eton 
Boys 


The 










3rd Year 
Nut Club 
New " Monday 
and Wednesday 
WABC 
3:45 P. M. 


Exclusive Columbia Artists 








ture tentatively called ‘Two 
Blondes.’ 

Paramount will have the usual 
number’ in Maurice Chevalier’s 


‘Tove Me Tonight,’ several in ‘The 
Phantom President,’ and at least 
nine in Marlene Dietrich’s new pic- 


‘ure, ‘The Blonde Venus.’ 
At recent conventions of major 
producing organizations visiting 


delegates asked for use of running 
score music accompanied by an oc- 
casional song or two wherever the 
songs fit into, or enhances the 
action. 





‘Networks Pass Up Chi 


Fair's Studio Scheme 


Chicago, June 6. 

There will be no ‘Hall of Broad- 
casting’ at the Chicago World’s 
Fair grounds. Exposition officials 
last week tossed back the networks’ 
counter proposition on the project 
as n. g. and called all plans for the 
building off. Chains now say they’ll 
be glad to co-operate in other ways 
to ballyhoo the fair and pick up 
special events from the grounds 
during the show, but by remote 
control only. That is, if the invita- 
tion is extended to them, Other- 
wise it will be oke with them to 
pass up the affair entirely. 
Originally the exposition asked 
the networks to contribute between 
them $175,000 for the erection and 
equipping of a broadcasting build- 
ing. NBC and Columbia later 
shaved the figure down to $140,000 
and worked out a three-way deal 
whereby the fair would be obli- 
gated to kick in $42,000 as its share 
of the studios exhibit. To this 
counter proposal the exposition 
heads rejoined that the chains foot 
the entire bill or the hall of broad- 
casting idea was out. 


Rudy Vallee Publishing 


Rudy Vallee, through his sister, 
Katherine Vallee, under the trade 
name of Kaval Music Co., is getting 
out a book of Rudy Vallee songs. 
The folio will feature the numbers 
his name has been associated with. 

Almost every publisher has 
okayed the technical copyright for- 
malities to include those old num- 
bers in the Vallee Song Book. 


‘Easy Aces’ Layoff 
Chicago, June 6. 
‘Easy Aces,’ Lavoris account over 
CBS, goes off the air for the sum- 
mer July 2. In accordance with 
contract terms the Aces were to get 
a 10 week vacation before returning 
on the ether in September. 
They plan a trip to the Coast via 
the canal after a New York stop- 
over. 








Myers Pathe Scorer 
Hollywood, June 6. 

Abe Myers is taking his syn- 
chronizing equipment to the Pathe 
studio and will have charge of music 
for the indies on that lot. 

He will continue his scoring ser- 
vice to other companies. 





Gilbert’s Family Ready 
Hollywood, June 6. 
Mrs. L. Wolfe Gilbert and her 
family here to prepare their home 
for the coming Gilberts, who is due 
here cn the ‘Virginia’ from New 
York June 26. 
Paul Muni 


will be on the same 





vessel. 





|for the season, while Burtnett 
| won’t start until June 22. Burt- 
| nett is now in the midst of a five- 
| week stay at the local roaderie, 
| Lincoln Tavern. 


Dept. of Justice 


| 





8 A. M. DAILY EXCEPT SUNDAY 
NATIONAL BROADCASTING 





GENE and GLENN 
With JAKE and LENA 
The QUAKER EARLY BIRDS 


COMPANY 


RUSSELL B. WISE 
ANNOUNCER 


Burtnett and Cummins 
In 2 Chi Dance Spots 


Chicago, June 6. 
Replacements for the Ted Weems 
and Wayne King bands at the two 
major ballrooms in town, the Tri- 
anon and Aragon, will be Bernie 
Cummins and Earl Burtnett. 
Cummins arrives tomorrow (7) 





Indicts 7 in L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 6. 
In a drive to kill nationwide ped- 
dling of bootleg song sheets, De- 
partment of Justice operatives have 


succeeded in indicting in the local 
U.S. district court seven alleged 
song sheet racketeers under the 


first conspiracy to violate the copy- 
right law case. Trial of four of the 
defendants, now out on their own 
recognizance, comes up June 14. 

Those apprehended were Al 
Friedman, alias Ellis Friedman, 
alias Frank Miller; George Lieber- 
kranz, alias George W. Lieber; 
James Gilligan and Alexander Ag- 
vie, aged 15. Remaining three, Wil- 
liam Zimmer, alias Zimmerman; Al 
3arbour and Jimmie Jackson, are 
being sought in other parts of the 
country. Zimmer is said to be in 
New York, and Barbour in Oak- 
land. 

Counts 

Indictment charges that between 
February 1 and May 11 the seven 
conspired to print and sell copy- 
righted song lyrics without the per- 
mission of the owners in Los An- 
geles, San Francisco, Oakland and 
San Dicgo. Specific overt acts 
were the ordering of 20,00 sheets 
from a printer in San Francisco by 
Barbour and Friedman, shipping 
them to Jackson and Aggie in Los 


Angeles and the receipt here by 
Aggie. 
Previous attempts to prosecute 


song sheet sellers here have been 
handicapped by inability to. reach 
the big shots behind the sidewalk 
salesmen U. §. agents hope to 
close in on the racket by conviction 
of the seven arrested here, 


_ Robbins, M-G Waiting 


Robbins Music Corp.’s proposed 
suit against the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers is awaiting the third quarter 
dividend which is shortly due. Rob- 
bins and Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer, th2 





51% control owners of Robbins 
Music, have turned over all the 


small rights and sundry other copy- | 
right assignments which were in 
dispute. 

It was these technicalities which 
relegated Robbins from Class A to 
Class D. 

Robbins has refused acceptance 
of the Class D publishers’ dividends 
for the first two quarters. 





Stool’s Promotion 


Chicago, June 6. 

With Joey Stool going to New 
York to head the general works for 
DeSylva, Brown and Henderson, his 
spot over the local offices will be 
filled by Joe Manne, who has been 
with the DeSylva firm here for 
some years. 

Stool will strike into New York 
some time before June 15, on which 
date Bobby Crawford is slated to 
set off for the west coast. Stool is 
rated as taking the chair vacated 
by Dan Winkler. 





APOLLON’S DISKS 
Dave Apollon, to sail for London 
inside of three weeks to play the 
Palladium (vaude), is meanwhile 


As Tune Leggers' 





doing some recording for Bruns- 
wick. 
He started yesterday (Monday) 


on four records. 








Jack Mills to Europe 
Jack Mills sailed for London 
‘Yesterday (Monday), to negotiate 
{foreign deals for the Waterson. 
| Berlin & Snyder catalog, 
; Mills Music recently acquired. 
Miss will visit London, Paris and 
| Berlin. He will return in about 








| 

| 

| . 

}eight weeks 


| 


which | j 


‘Bootleg Seat Tax’ 


Tuesday, June 7, 1939 


Still Unsettled 4g 


As New Film-Music Contract Up 


+ ee 





7 
Ripe 

Lou Handman, songwriter, 
was demonstrating a new song 
he wrote titled ‘When the Corn 
Is Waving High in Iowa’ for 
Larry Spier, gen. mer. of 
Famous Music. 

When he completed, 
said: 

‘Let me play with the song 
until September, Lou, then I'll 
get to work on it.’ 

‘Put the corn is waving now,’ 
replied Lou. 


WJJD-Col. Phono. Combo 
May Use WMAQ Studios 


Chicago, June 6. 

Those empty WMAQ studios in 
the ‘Daily News’ building may 
shortly be tenanted again to take 
care of the new affiliation between 
the local indie station, WJJD, and 
the Columbia Phonograph and 
Radio company. This WJJD-Co- 
lumbia tie-up, which had been in 
the make for some time, is finally 
concreted, thougk the exact ar- 
rangements of the deal are vague. 

It figures mainly as a working 
agreement for the mutual benefit. 
WJJD is counting mainly on the 
rep of the Columbia firm, and the 
backing. coin of the Grigbsy-Gru- 
now outfit, which now controls Co- 
lumbia. 

WJJD and the Columbia outfit 
are now housed in separate sec- 
tions of town at present, and it’s 
figured that the needs of both 
would be met in the vacant WMAQ 
rooms. WMAQ studios are up and 
ready for operation, that station’s 
broadcasts now being handled out 
of the NBC rooms in the Merchan- 
dise Mart. 


Spier 














SATISFIED 


Chesterfield Radio Account Is 
Pleased Az Iz 


Ruth Etting’s contract with Ches- 
terfield has been renewed for an- 
other 13 weeks effective June 11, 

Ciggie account will continue its 
present broadcast series on CBS in- 
definitely instead of switching to a 
new style as was previously re- 
ported, due to the many auditions 
held for new types of programs. 

Besides Miss Etting, Chesterfield 
intends to continue with the Bos- 
well Sisters and Alex Gray. 


Pontiac Holds Whiteman 


Chicago, June 6. 
Paul Whiteman, whose current 
contract with Pontiac expires July 
8, will continue on the auto com- 
pany’s payroll over the summer. 
Bandsman’s new document with 
the commercial stipulates a min- 
imum of 13 weeks, at the original 
salary of $2,500 per broadcast. 


HERE AND THERE 


Oliver Naylor’s orchestra, which 
recently closed at the Hotel Walton 
Roof, Philadelphia, to open at New 








Kenmore Hotel, Albany, slated to 
follow Jack Jettis’ unit into the 
Hotel New Yorker. 

Charles Heywood’s Hotel St. 


Moritz orchestra playing one-night- 
ers in New York and New Eng- 
land. Ditto Alabama Jungle Band, 
featuring Bud Shorter, drummer. 





Frank Brehm, who operated mu- 
sic counters in various locations, is 
quitting the business after 15 years 
in Los Angeles. 


3ernie Cummins and his orches- 
tra moved out of Lakeside amuse- 
ment park, Denver, and Al Katz and 
band moved in for a short time. 


| Johnny Hamp’s orchestra is play- 


ing at Elitch park. 


Film producers will present their 
proposal for a new contract with 
publishers through ERPI about the 


end of this week. Current musice 
ERPI contract expires in Sep- 
tember. 

3efore a new contract will be 
entered into, the present dispute 


over the ‘bootleg seat tax’ will have 
to be ironed out. John Paine, agent 
and trustee for the publishers, ig 
suing ERPI for about $800,000 un. 
deer this claim. ‘Bootleg seat tay’ 
is money which the publishers al. 
lege due them from theatres not 
equipped with ERPI sound repro- 
ducing but which have used films 
recorded by ERPI. 

Suit is expected to be heard in 
the New York Supreme Court about 
the end of this month. 

Paine is also suing RCA under 
similar grounds, amounting to about 
$400,000. 


Cleveland, June 6, 


Local bands get all the downe- 
town dine-dance spots, over the 
summer. 


Griff Morris opening at Bamboo 
Gardens, Angelo Vitale at Willie’s, 
Jack Miles at Lotus, George Wil- 
liams at New China, Art Cook at 
Pheasant. Marion McKay's Bilt- 
more Hotel Band starting season 








at Phil Selznick’s new Willowick 
Club. 
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Aside Staff —Music 


The star plug of all is when an established radio artist decides on a 
new signature or theme song. Publishers and writers realize that that 
means a consistent twice nightly bally at the start and finish of the 
proadcast. 

As a result, the music men are constantly trying to sell the idea to 
Kate Smith that ‘Moon Comes Over the Mountain’ has now become 





23% 
out- 


moded, and that Bing Crosby ought to get something besides ‘Blue of | 


the Night,’ etc. Some have hearkened to that argument. By the 
token, however, the music men also recognize the general antipathy to 
a new theme song, with the result that whenever a new radio personality 
shows the first signs of clicking, the music men are in hot pursuit with 
propositions to put in this or that song as a thematic. The artists 


same 


are 


not unreceptive as all concede the commercial advantage of bécoming 
identified with a special number. 
Larger music publishing houses are planning to cut their organiza- 


tions to but a skeleton of a staff until the music business picks up—if 
ever. 

This plan was first broached among the larger publishers last year, but 
was turned down. Now those publishers who originally refused to go 
through with a wholesale overhead cut are suggesting that the idea be 


adopted. It is planned that all the larger publishers make this move in 
unison. 

Publishers state the average large publisher is operating under a 
monthly loss of about $10,000. It is not now a question of how much 
profit they can make, declare the publishers, but how small they ean 
keep the deficit. 

The lesser independent music publisher who seems to be making a 


success of putting over songs by subsidization, goes about his act paying 
on a plotted schedule of cutins or $750 per 100 radio renditions. He 
grabs a band, or a singer, on both network key stations, plus others 
on WOR and WMCA, and thus is guaranteed a consistent nightly plug. 

It shows up with every new plug number by the sundry radio song- 
log services to which the pyblishers subscribe. These song-logs cost the 
publishers $15 a week and afford a song-by-song chart of every im- 
portant station from morn to closing. 

World music rights clearance for Erpi is handled in Hollywood by 
Dorothy Daniels, who checks as many as 300 musical compositions a 
week for those studios using W.E. equipment. Files in the Hollywood 
office are duplicates of those in New York and contain complete records 
of over 200,000 pieces of music. 

Almost 100 new numbers, mainly pop songs, are added to the lists each 
week. In addition to giving the info over the phone in response to a 
studio music department’s request, Miss Daniels sends a letter of con- 
firmation on each query. 





Elliot Shapiro, of Shapiro-Bernstein, wrote a song with Clarence 
Gaskill under the pen name of Bud Anthony. Tune is titled ‘Put On 
An Old Suit of Clothes and Come Over to Our House’ and will shortly 
be published in London. 

Tunesmiths say that Shapiro, alias Anthony, didn’t want to publish 
the piece himself or submit it around Broadway. 

Whiteman’s Biltmore roof opening (June 8) and Jack Denny atop the 
Waldorf-Astoria (June 15) winds up the summer ‘opening’ schedule, but 
by that time they'll probably be changing leaders at some of the other 
roadhouses and roofs, and the publishers will start grabbing checks al! 
over again. 





RKO in Flushing, L, IL, has reinstated its organist, Bernie Cowham. 
Theatre found Cowham was drawing business to the Victory in Bayside, 
nearby, where the organist had gone after RKO had cut him out to 
reduce the overhead. 


Any time the MPPA or the ASCAP wants to hold a meeting, they can 
go into session at any of the roadhouse or hotel roof openings. 

The music men have been turning out in force at all of them despite 
squawks against conditions, ete. 


Joe Moss, since Meyer Davis moved his offices to an east side pent- 
house, is the three-in-one penthouse kid. He works on a roof (Hotel 
Pierre), lives in one and now has his office on a roof. 

Understood Paul Whiteman is in at the hotel Biltmore roof, where he 
opens June 8, on a $1,000 guarantee plus all couverts. 








Whidden Tries Again 


Santa Monica, Cal., June 6. 

Jay Whidden and his orchestra 
go back to the Miramar hotel after 
band went out due to poor biz. 
Whidden was on a couvert charge 
split but starved before the first 
week of the hotel’s attempt to put 
life into the former family hostelry. 

Whidden will be in the last three 
nights of the week on the same 
split basis plus a 50-50 cut on the 
dinner special which is advertised 
for $1.50 and no cover charge. 


Yosemite Wants 14 Union 
Bands, Gets Non-Union 


2 


Los Angeles, June 6. 

Four bands to be used at Yose- 

mite Park this season will be com- 
posed of non-union musicians. 

Yosemite and Camp Curry Co., 


operating all park concessions, pro- 
posed to use half union men and 
half non-union in all orchestras, 
but the locals involved refused to 
deal under such circumstances. 
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Best Sellers 


Ten best sellers for the 
month of May, according to 
‘Variety's’ survey, were: 


‘Paradise’ (Feist). 
*‘Somebody Loves You’ (Joe 





Morris). 
‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ (Ber- 
lin) 
i ‘My Mom’ (Donaldson). 
‘One Hour with Yow’ (Fa- 
| mous) 
‘Lawd, You Made the Night 
Too Long’ (Shapiro-Bern- 
| stein). 
‘Keepin’ Out of Mischief 
Now’ (Conrad Music) 


‘By the Fireside’ tobbins). 
‘Tell Me Why You Smile 
Mona Lisa’ (Feist), 

‘Lovable’ (Robbins). 





Royalty Stall Has 


Triple Penalty 


| Under Revised Writer-Pub Code 
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VICTOR DISCS 
AT 10c LOOM 


—_—___-— 


Victor is now completing arrange- 
ments to issue a 10c. disc for Wool- 
worth distribution instead of a 20c. 
disc, as was previously reported 
most likely. 

Woolworth is said to have guar- 
anteed Victor a yearly distribution 
of 12,000,000 discs if priced at 10c. 
retail, with Victor agreeing to un- 
dertake the problem of releasing a 


disc for this price if possible. It 
will most likely mean a wholesale 
price to Woolworth of about 7c., 
although the wholesale price has 


not been fixed. 

Dise company is now attempting 
to work out a special royalty rate 
with the publishers and a special 
artist’s fees for recordings whereby 
it will be enabled to show a profit 
on its low wholesale price. If Vic- 
tor can consummate the arrange- 
ments to its satisfaction, the 10c. 
retail price for Woolworth will be 
made effective. 

Victor believes that it can arrange 
these matters satisfactorily. 





4,800-Foot Floor 

Ottumwa, Ia., June 6. 

Armory Amusement Company has 
leased the roof of the Langdale 
building and will establish the 
Moonlight Roof Gardens there with 
4,800 square feet dancing floor 
space. 

Outdoor spot will be one of the 
largest amusement centers of its 
kind in the state. 


New contract does away with the 
proposal that if publishers are de- 
lingquent in royalty payments to 
writers, the song be returned to the 
writer, and substitutes a penalty 
for belated royalty payments. This 
clause that when a pub- 
lisher is delinquent in the rendition 


proposes 
of royalty statements payments, 
the writer may demand these state- 
ment or payments and if they 
not forthcoming the publisher is to 
be held liable for three times the 
amount of royalties duc the sors- 
‘-riter provided for in the contract. 
Also that if the publisher does not 
publish a song after a certain period 
time, the writer has theright tode- 
n.and the return of his composition. 
The publisher must then either pub- 
lish the song within one month after 
receiving the notice, or return the 
song and all rights to the writer. 
Foreign Bulk Sales Out 
Two radical changes in this new 
contract involve foreign royalties 
end cut-ins. The clause in refer- 
ence to the first states the publisher 
agrees that the foreign publication 
rights in the composition shal! not 
be included in a bulk with other 
works, but is to be sold singly and 
that the writer is t~ get 334% of 
any advance received by the pub- 
lisher from the sale of the song. 
Second radical change, regarding 
cut-ins, stipulates that neither the 
publisher os writer is to cut-in or 
pay for plugs and that if either 
party is found guilty of violating 
this agreement, the rights in the 
song shall be conveyed to the other 
party. Also that the A.S.C.A.P. may 
institure leg.l proceedings as plain- 
tiff in any charge brought concern- 
ing the violation of this agreement. 
Another new clause’ included 
states that any legal action brought 
b- a publisher against an allezed 
infringer of a composition shall be 


or 


are 








Roadhouse Patsies 





Publishers, Seeking Plugs, Spend Around 
$750 at Average Roadhouse Opening 





time there’s a roadhouse or 
hotel roof opening these da:s—or 
the cafes in the winter time—it 
means at least a $750 gross to the 
spot from the music publishers. In 
the winter it may be more. When 
the couvert thing was on, the tin 
pan alleyites alone paid the band 
attraction’s salary for the week at 
a cafe opening. 

With music selling best via the 
ether, rather than in sheet form, 
those 750 tears from the music pubs 
makes ’em ery copiously. 


Any 








stoocoge with him or her at that 
time) to sit down. In the past that 
meant two more $3 or $4 couveris; 
at least today it’s just another bottle 
of ginger-ale and a tap on the liquid 
courage, 

Fear Snubs 

The publisher's fear, 
is that if he isn’t represented he 
will be snubbed on the plugs. 
What's more, if it's an important 
opening, just being ‘represented’ 
won't do; the head man of the fiv'm 
ought to show professional courtcsy 
and come in person. 

And then that’s not sure-fire 
;either because, will argue the 
lleader: ‘Last week you and a party 
jof 12 went to Joe Doakes’ opening 
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| whatever is collected by the pub- 
il'she from such action i: to be split 
150-50 with the writer after the cost 
1O the litigation is deducted. 
Important proposals included b 
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to a blank royalty left open for 
i barter, and ! ni- 
eals and synchronization right for 
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{so why send a couple of songplug- | 


| gers over to me?’ This idea 


of | 


|having a smaller gross than at an /| 


| opposition leader's means 
‘in tin pan alley. 

One roof maestro for his openirs 
jrecently had his brother spotted in 
cf 


the balcony clocking the names 


mayhem | 


the publishers and their represe ita- | 


tives for a tally on the gross, and 


squawking that not enough musical | 


turned out for him. 
The music pubs complain plenty 


stoc ges 


cuss secretly and come up smiling | 


phonily at the openings despite 
some of ’em are having a tough time 
with their own normal overheeds 
|much less supporting readhouse<. 


Yet 


each dreads to stay away and} 


shows up regardless for fear of a 
doublecross from the others. T iat 
| such fears are not without founda- | 
jtions in fact are borne out by the 
consistent 100% representation at 
all the openings. 


elaborated upon in the new proposed 
Also quarterly royalty 

permission for the 
writer..er, his representative to ex- 
amine the books of the publisher 
concerning his song and submission 
of all differences to arbitration 
-.der the rules of the American 
Arbitration Association. 

A two page form of publishers’ roy 

alty statement to be in 
the is accepted is attached 


to 


used case 
contract 
the 


proposed agreement, 


HIGH-POWERED P. A. 
IS NEEDED FOR ASCAP 


Proposal will be made shortly for 
the American Society of Compose’ s, 
Authors and Publishers to put on a 
public relations’ counsel for legis- 


lative and general good-will pur- 
poses to disseminate the plight of 
the music industry as the direct 


result of radio's inroads, 


Feeling among the songwriters 
and music publishers is that bot 


the big networks and all the othr 
stations all maintain high-power @& 
publicists tagged as v. p.’s for pur- 
pose of importance and impressive- 
ness while the aggrieved music in- 
dustry must rely on one or two of 
its executive spokesmen who shoul t 
be too occupied with more important 
matters, 

A public relations’ counsellor fur 
the American Society would dwet 
on the limited royalty returns to- 
day from popular songs because «f 
what radio has done to quickly 
popularize and ‘kill’ them. 

All these elements are too we 
known in the trade for recapituls- 
tion, but by no means familiar to 
the public or the legislators, 





Diva-Music Ed Split 
San Francisco, June 6. 

Audrey Farncroft, local opera 
singer, is divorcing Alexander 
Fried, music editor of the ‘Chron- 
icle.’ ‘ 

Latter is on his way to Europe 
on a leave of absence. 





F Maule Gull 
| | 




















“I’ve Got the Words—I've Got 
the Tune 


HUMMIN’ TO MYSELF” 
“HELLO, SWEETHEART, HELLO” 


“YOU'RE THE ONE 
(You Beautiful Son-of-a-Gun)” 


“EVERYTIME MY IIEKEART BEATS” 


“STOP THE SUN, STOP THE MOON 
My Man's Gone” 


“WHEN YOU’R GETTIN’ ALONG 
WITH YOUR GAL” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 








RADIO, DANCE 


“LIGHTS OF PARIS” 
“LAFFIN’ AT THE FUNNIES” 


‘UNDERNEATH THE SUMMER 
MOON” 


PROFESSIONAL OFFICES 


158-160 West 45th S8t., New York 
(Cleveland—Chicago—Los Angeles) 


“TWO LOVES” 
‘““MARDI-GRAS” 
“DRUMS IN MY HEART” 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 


62 West i5th Street. New Vork City 


TALMSE HOTS 
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preciation of the unit as a whole. 
Dooley can do better and should, 
because he has versatility and ex- 
perienced, but maybe the warm 
weather had something to do with it. 

Frances Lee, a looker, and also 
from the Christie comedies, worked 
even slower. If it hadn’t been for 
the line and the thrilling comedy 
across of the Six Lucky Boys, who 


about everything that one may de- 
sire, except for the expensive drap- 


better than the comedy, which is 
dependent on Charlie Leland and 
Bozo Fox, both of whom have been 
seen around locally, but get over 
solidly despite the fact that the 
audience knows a lot of the answers, 

Ruth Gillette, prima donnas two 
pop numbers to good effect and 
Maurine Marsailles scores with one 
hot song. Cy Kahn, with a Nick 


Dancing end upheld by three 
turns, first Enrica and Novelle, tan- 





—<—$_——== 


setting is the deck of a 5s 

masts, double deck and ain oa 
really made of planking, so that t 
dancers can work both on the floo 
and aloft. Show includes the is 
Mersey Precision girls, plus a doze 
of the Leo Staats girls from the 
Opera, with the addition of some 
extra talent. In keeping with the 
nautical atmosphere, girls 


: 7 . are ef. 
; a RAL 0644-4401 pleased most effectively in the finale, | Lucas delivery went over big, his |fectively dressed as sailors. 
wooDs THEATRE BUILDING ENT the unit might have suffered. It’sa previous week’s performance seem- This is followed bv Abe featu 
well-knitted stage show and has|ingly remembered by the patrons. ‘Coup de Roulis’ ’ : 


) (‘Tossing Ship’) 
starring Max Dearly, and success. 





i cla ad » Irvin as 2 rn’s only |; : _ nail ; , ful. Mari, 
CONGRESS wt on It lane ¥~ eee Gt. | inss eo Bod on Broadway | goists, who contributed three rou- saidinchbieeccaliastns 
a P \ ete om é , *ublix spot. M:é >s 2 & Ang uses. Ajighting okay. epee an etait a s 
rhis house can never rate as any| os spot dark, the Belasco in ho aioe S ‘ 7s : ~ os na» | unes, the last of which look« d to be 
i. aeolian anet wad thet i. ates SI re “oO Joseph Pope Jones, colored tenor. | hurriedly put together. First ap- a ary ontro oard 
sort of a showing spo Quincy having folded some t renders three songs for an interlude | pearance stopped the show. Then 
terrific obstacle of ‘only acts that | ago. between the dancing and Dooley | ' a 


can work in one’ is removed. By be- 
the 


ing restricted to ‘one,’ booker 


Film bookings for the six houses 


comedy routines, and goes over big. 
Jones’ manner of singing is sensi- 


Limberlegs Edwards tied the per- 
formance up after an unnecessarily 





(Continued from page 20) 


in the local Lasker neighborhood | tive with a dramatic flair which a pe ge onion er te a — head, George Godfrey, are now cut 

is, of necessity, shoving on the stage ! circuit now being handled out of the | makes it different than most colored person of 12-year oat, Bobbie Seven, Sn. Con Oe Se Oe pera 
<tehi iia. gibi rarblers “loyd Brockell office. . 35 ‘ ar ’'s a bz “a 8S al - “““+| bookings are onc PY 

meaningless single warblers and | Floyd I nes ae a: tenors seen and heard. He’s a bat girl acrobatic dancer, gs e concerned, That 


hoofers who hardly stand a chance. 

It’s up to Publix-B. & K. to see 
to it that the full stage is pro- 
vided here. Chiseling on a couple of 
stagehands is certainly not to their 
advantage. If they’re really trying 
to make something out of this 
vaude night, then give the booker 
an opportunity to deliver some sem- 
blance of a vaude show. Cramped 
in ‘one,’ it’s only a miracle that can 
keep it from, looking like an ama- 





ROXY 


(Continued from page 37) 


These conceptions brought in rouge- 
et-noir motifs in keeping with as- 
sociations of the Ufa _ feature, 
‘Monte Carlo Madness.’ Kuznetzoff 
and Nicola. familiar on RKO time, 
vocalizing effectively were fortified 
by Bert Whaley, Edwin Dale, the 


for the future if he can speed up 
some of his recitative moments. 
Works in white sailor suit. An- 
other single, Bert Prival, does soft- 
shoe twists and a Cuckoo clock bal- 
let, all quality. 

Larry Ceballos staged this piece. 
It moves back and forth in all parts 
of the stage. Opens in ‘two’ against 
a scrim depicting a short front dock 
on the supposed Swiss seaside, and 
moves back to ‘three’ for a cuckoo- 


Fox and Leland were on and off 
between numbers for gags with 
Ash, who sells the entire show like 
no one else has done around here 
for many moons. Leland’s nation- 
ality dances, in challenge to the or- 
chestra form, was a high spot, al- 
though done in ‘Hit the Air,’ de- 
funct radio revue a month ago. 

Single set was an exterior that 
looked good and still could be put 


they’re powerless to buy an act for 
$1,000 or over of their own volition 
lessens the bookers’ authority and 
power more than ever in the past, 
Salary valuation has always been 
a vaudeville booker’s principal as- 
signment. 
Salary Control 

Setting of all salaries over $1,000 

is now done chiefly by the operat- 


teur Charleston contest. male chorus, and the Bell orchestra. | clock setting with the girls and | UP snexpensively. All acts worked] ing department, with the bookers 

On last Wednesday’s showing Roxyettes in sequined chiffon had | Prival. Dooley and Miss Lee have |!" front ol this, the tango team 4| having little or nothing to say be- 
there were the usual five turns, of | their credentials visaed once again. |a duet. Then the finale with a little handicapped by lack of space. yond submitting names. Each 
which three were singles, and the | A shower of compliments as always | mountain house background against | House capacity downstairs first! oping the salary setting board 
fourth was practically a single also, | goes to the nifty misses who never |a snowy front for the line and the afternoon show which indicates that meets in the RKO office. It come 
being a mentalist act in which one | miss. Lucky boys. It’s a punchy finale. Los Angeles wants this kind of . 





of the two in the turn worked in Returned, revived, Riesenfelded, Costumes are attractive all the | show. Feature is ‘Night ‘World’ prises Herschel Stuart, Major Les- 
the audience. The other interlude|the Roxy grand symphony is a|way. Among Dooley’s bit is a Wil (Universal). Grantland Rice Sport-|lie Thompson, Nate Blumberg and 
was Pat Daly, who has a number of | splendid musical aggregation ar- | Rogers lariat takeoff, but a couple |light, an Edgar Kennedy comedy | anybody else from the theatre end 
people in his act, but it has rarely | tistically worthy of every encour-|of the cracks are crude and could|that brought plenty laughs and] who happens to be there. Booking 
been the fortune of Daly to really|agement. But when imagination| be changed notably that one/newsreel rounded out the program. | office ig® usually represented by 
have an act. He always seems to|strays to that payroll and looks when speaking to Miss Lee about ina Godfrey. 

be making it up as he goes along. about at the empty seats, an invol- | busting her calves or something. 


Jimmy Dunn was the m.c. Garbled 


impossible to follow. And it so hap- 
pens that all of Dunn’s comedy 
tunes depend almost wholly upon 
the words: Perhaps, however, Dunn 
figured that the augience had heard 
these comedy songs before. 

In the opening slug was Babe 
Morris, single, who sang one chorus 
and then went into her dancing, fin- 
ishing with a military tap. There's 
hardly anything here for a single. 
If at all, it must be in a presenta- 
tion. Same goes for Jack House, 


untary sigh of doubt and skepticism 


week depends on a concert pianist 
making his first film house debut, 
and a juggling act. Key-tinkler, 
Nyiregyhazi, is rated in the first 
octet of pianoforte virtuosos. His 
solo concert fee is not much less 
than his weekly salary here, which 
runs close to the grand mark. That 
he is drawing in his solo spot be- 
tween the newsreel and ‘Screen 
Souvenirs’ was evidenced by the 
applause garnered, much stronger 
than any courtesy clapping. 





The other also relates to pasture 


knows how and is liked here for his 
voice and music. 
ing somewhat. 
Around 38 minutes for the unit, 
and the whole show with the pic- 
ture goes around 150. Movietone, 
Mickey Mouse cartoon round out 
film end, Shan, 


Resembles War- 





IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, June 3. 


MASTBAUM 


Frank and Milt Britton gang, Jack 
Powell and the Mastbaum ballet. 
Usual small-time filler-in acts con- 
spicuous iy their absence. Friday 
afternoon house was just about fair, 
but, if the hot weather lays off, the 
combination of picture (‘Street of 
Women,’ WB) and stage names 
ought to bring them in. 


Show opens with chorus bearing 
drums and going in for regular for- 
mation on stage platform. Drum 
theme was introduced by marching 


The Phil Baker matter was the 


the names of the acts he was an- | escapes. Land. stuff. There is no reason, if Dooley source of pore gg a friction bes 
; nouncing and sang three songs gets enthusiastic, that this unit Philadelphia, June 6. tween i.e boo ng and theatre de. 
for his own next-to-closing spot. shouldn't be a humdinger. Nobody With a line-up of big names for| Partments. Having played a week 
fs 3etween times, he told jokes. Dunn PARAMOUNT, a. can help Miss Lee because she has | its stage show, it looks as if the|at the Palace on an original two- 
} should at least take more time to a no voice and is mostly a blonde with | wastbaum is out to monopolize | week booking for that house, and 
enunciate. He has an_ evident Los Angeles, June 2. /a figure. whatever business there is still] one at the Albee, Brooklyn, Baker 
mania for speed, rattling off his In its search for entertainers and wt gig and his pit eager around. This week's ‘Drums in My| now has Boston, Cleveland, Chica- 
songs at such a gallop that it -vas | qrawing power, the Paramount this tertain in the overture. ack |) Heart’ revue, has Mitzi Green, i 


go and one other week to go, ali at 
$5,000 each. The open week was 
supposed to have been Cincinnati, 
but with Cinsy out of vaudeville, 
RKO will have to find another week 
somewhere, 

An attempt by the booking office 
to make a less expensive deal with 


the Bernie band fell through last 


week when Bernie insisted on the 
contracted salary, $6,500. RKO’s 
counter offer by way of a com- 





‘ : st returns of : Just a s0-soO Fanchon-Marco pcb . “2 : F ‘ ~ : 
the evening. of bis melodramatiohteameane (New Ante), provided the |staee bill ot the Imperial this week, | Suiree Sashed op screen, Chorus js | promise was $4,600, . lmmodintelt 
tonsiling. He sang a song about | best sock of the stage presentation, | Pleasant, but not pretentious as re- | jver pis act with the well-known ; 

Ireland and one about mother, and | ‘Bohemian Revels,’ so titled for no gards names, mounting, etc. Fun- artistic timing and grace. Always 

this Polish neighborhood thought] reason. Malini, foreign shadow ar-|Niest bit of the evening is con-| certain of enthusiastic response, HH Di 

it was swell. House works in a tist, was a novelty that probably tributed by Gold and Raye, male this was no exception, and he rated 12- our tworces 


cowboy outfit, which is the cue of 
the poor opening talk bits. House 
can’t tell jokes; but he can sing 
sentimental tunes for family audi- 
ences. 

George Lovett is back again with 
his mentalist act. He’s eliminated 
the femme fiddler and is now using 
only the femme piano player who 
rattles off on the keys any tune 
the audience wants. In between the 
gal is tossing in a few regular so- 
called fortune-telling bits, but that’s 
strictly by-the-way. Trouble with 
this and so many acts of its type, is 
the failure to build to any punch. 
As soon as the gal has played one 
or two numbers and the audience 
has had a chance to say, ‘tsk, tsk, I 
wonder how they do it?’ the act is 
over; there’s nothing more to be 
done, nothing new to be added. 
From then on it’s strictly repeti- 
tion. 

Pat Daly evidently still can’t de- 
cide on an act. He has a five-act 
this time; a little femme hoofing 
team that’s been around town in 
several acts doing a foolish strip 
number, besides, a man and a wom- 
an who are around as meaningless 
walk-on-and-off stooges. Daly still 
thinks the basis of all humor is his 
excess rotundity. Act needs an idea. 

Business oke in this large seater. 


smoothed down a lot after the open- 
ing show. Inez King, with looks 
and a volume-ful pair of pipes, 
scored cleanly with her single num- 
ber. Dorinda Sisters, with croon- 
ing and a few steps, were an aver- 
age turn. 
Novelty band number around 
‘Put On Your Old Gray Bonnet’ was 
silly enough to rate a few laughs. 
Lineof 12 girls were on twice in so- 
so routines. Marjorie De Haven 
m. c’ed the show with some sar- 
castic material that failed to click. 
Likewise her ‘Jimmy Durante’ num- 
ber in which the name of Schnoz 
was continually mispronounced. 

Nyiregyhazi'’s initial offerings 
were an unnamed and complicated 
number, followed by the more popu- 
lar paraphrase on the quartet from 
‘Rigoletto.’ For the later shows, as 
a concession to the more popular 
taste of picture house audiences, he 
switched to those old war horses, 
‘Second Hungarian Rhapsody’ and 
‘Prelude in G Minor’ by Rachman- 
inoff, with ‘Liebestraum’ as the nec- 
essary encore. 

House downstairs more than half 
filed opening show. Feature is 
‘Forgotten Commandments’ (Par). 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


pair who interrupt exceptionally 
clever hoefing for face-slapping and 
kicking biz. Rough-house pair are 
all over the stage and alternate 
pansy business scores heavily. 

Bill opens in full-stage, a dun- 
geon set. Ballet trips down steps, 
thinly-clad girls in chains. Frank 
Stever warbles ‘Crack My Whip’ as 
girls go into despair poses, then line 
up into usual routine, Double adagio 
team trails, Karels and Kay, Geor- 
gene and Henry. Girls are a blonde 
and brunet. Act opens with high 
drops from the dungeon steps into 
the arms of the boys. Synchronized 
routine is interrupted by solo spots 
and more screaming from the line- 
up. Swell layout for the sadists, but 
the continual howling and chain 
clanking becomes a bit monotonous 
for the average customer. 

Paul Mall out before the traveler 
for a melange of chatter, songs, 
whistling and _  soft-shoe work. 
Works with the pit band and sin- 
gles out two of the boys for solo 
bits. Finale is a pop-medley, ex- 
cerpts in story form that relate 
what happens to the chap who un- 
expectedly encounters a returning 
hubby. Idea isn’t new. Mall puts it 
across nicely and rated a hand. 

Second half opens in full, a ball- 
room set, with ballet easing on with 


a couple of encores, 

Followed by Mitzi Green, whose 
act is perfectly and completely 
written to allow maximum of ef- 
fectiveness. Her skill in the imper- 
sonations and her stage presence 
should put lots of the movie celebs 
to shame, for she really delivers. 
Scored strongly and came back to 
make a curtain speech, also shrewd- 
ly written. 

Mastbaum Ballet in blue and sil- 
ver outfits does a tap number that 
must have taken plenty of prepa- 
ration and impresses with its 
rhythm and precision. That leads 
up to Frank and Milt Britton, who 
put over their act exactly as it was 
given in the ‘Follies,’ none of the 
rough stuff being deleted. The au- 
dience seemed a little stunned by 
the beginning of the roughhouse, 
not knowing what to expect, but as 
the violins began cracking all over 
the place they caught on in a big 
way. 

Milton Charles at the console 
sings ‘Dream Sweetheart,’ and then 
brings on some more talent, his 
offer to amateurs to come up and 
test themselves obviously having 
fallen on fertile soil, A tenor, a 
pair of boop-a-doops, a young lady 
with a fine deep voice and gqgod 
stage presence, and a little tot hard- 


(Continued from page 1) 


papers with the clerk, climb the 
stairs to the court room and hav® 
the case set down for trial in- 
stantly, uness the judge was busy. 


Consequently it was also possible 
for the divorce seeker to leave town 
within an hour after their decree 
was granted and the merchants 
would not get wise to their depart- 
ure until the local papers carrie¢d 
the list of decrees granted late that 
day or the next. 

Now the papers carry the list of 
suits filed at least 12 hours before 
the decrees are granted so the mere 
chants are able to catch up with 
their customers. 

‘It lends more dignity to the 
court,’ the judges declared when 
they signed the order. 
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is build-up to entry of double adagio 
team for a ball-room number that 
pleased. Finale is one of those pa- 
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chestra to drag it out of the slough 


The average 
of actual ability runs higher than 
might be expected. 
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OBITUARY 


GRANT DOLGE 


Grant Dolge, 47, pioneer picture 
agent, committed suicide at his 
home in Hollywo- 1 following an at- 
tack of acute indigestion. Dolge 
had ber il’ for some time previous 
to his death. Recently a partner- 
ship between Dolge and Freddie 
Fralick, -which had been in force for 
a year, was dissolved, but Dolge 
continuec tc share offices with Fra- 
lick. 

At various times he has managed 
Charles Farrell, Chester Conklin, 
Clyde Cook, Edgar Kennedy, Henry 
B. Walthall and Alice Gentle. Sur- 
vived by his wife, a non-profes- 
sional. 


HENRY E. KEANE 

Henry E. (Harry) Keane was 
found dead abed last Tuesday (31) 
at the Friars Club, whence he had 
retired about six years ago. Heart 
failure was the cause. 

While known to the legit stage as 
far back as Joseph Jefferson and 
the active Charles Frohman days, 
he won real attention in vaudeville 
a generation ago when appearing 
with Agnes Scott in ‘Drifting.’ The 
two person playlet was regarded as 
idyllic and it was one of the stand- 
ard big time turns. 

He was 61. Funeral was con- 
ducted by the Friars. 


BEN DENNATI 
sen Brahim Dennati, 26, vaude 
acrobat, died at the Streeter -..os- 
pital, Chicago, June 2 from a broken 
neck. He was practising hand- 
springs and somersaults on the 


IN MEMORIAM 


JOHN C. RICE 


In Loving Memory of a 


Devoted Husband and Father 
Sally Cohen-Rice 
Gladys Rice 





beach when the fatal accident oc- 
curred. 


Dennati was around vaudeville for 


some time, mostly with Arab 
troupes, but had beer. laying off 
for. several months. He was not 
married. 


EVELYN BLANCHARD 


Evelyn Blanchard, 54, who, with 
husband, Charles M., ran an agency 
and vaude producing unit for 
Keith office starting 26 years ago, 
died of heart disease at her home in 
Hollywood, Calif., June 4. 

Couple were in other agency 
business here for years. Funeral 
was held Monday June (6), with 
burial in Valhalla cemetery, Bur- 
bank. A daughter, Katherine, and 
the husband survive. 





SAM COLLINS 

Sam Collins, 68, legit actor, died 
May 27 at his home at Elmhurst, 
Long Island, from heart trouble. 

Collins, brother of Sim Collins, 
of Collins and Hart, has been a 
member of numerous’ Broadv-ay 
productions. For the past few years 
he has been retired from the stage. 

Survived by his widow, Minnie 
Cline, niece of Maggie Cline. 


SOL KRAUS 


Sol Kraus, 70, for years publicity 
director of the Bert Levey circu’'t, 
died suddenly in San Francisco 
May 29. 

Kraus was well known on the 
coast, having been connected with 
show business there for the past 
40 years. Survived by his wife. 


BLANCHE AUBERT 


Blanche Aubert, once a_well- 
known musical comedy player on 
the Coast, died in San Francisco 
May 22. 

Survived by her husband and a 
daughter, Lilya Vallon, in vaude- 
ville. 


Leonard L. Vos Burgh, 52, died in 
the Veterans’ hospital, Portland, 
Ore., May 22, of heart trouble from 
which he suffered for more than a 
year. He was at one time with 
Sousa’s band and well known as an 
arranger of music, having had an 
office on Broadway for many years. 


At the time of his death he was 
bandmaster of the Salem (Ore.) 
Indian school. 

Survived by his widow. Inter- 


ment at Portland. 
Wm. H. Woertz, 54, 
is a sister of Mrs. 
died at his home in Bayside, L. I 
May 28. Death due to a heart at- 


!by a 


tack. He had been connected with 
the various Ned Wayburn enter- 
prises for many years and at the 
time of his death was asst. mer. of 
Wayburn’'s dancing school. 

Survived by his widow, a mother 
and sister. 

John Henry Schieferecke, theatré 
operator, died at Lenora, Kans., 
leaving a widow, son and daughter 





Mrs. Florence Purdy, musician 
and one time dramatic soprano 
with the Los Angeles Grand Opera 
Association and for -he Mission 
Play, was killed May 29 in an auto- 
mobile accident at Beverly Hills. 

Alpheum Stewart, 
newspaperman, died 
hospital, Chicago, 
lingering illness. He is 
sister and a nephew. 
at Mount Hope cemetery. 


63, 
at the 
June 2 


veteran 
county 
after a 
survived 

3urial 


Mother, 51, of Stanley and Hester 
sailey, dancers, died in Louisville 
last week. She had herself been on 
the stage, but retired some years 
ago. 


Paul Barraco, 58, operator of sev- 
eral nabes in Houston, found shot 
to death in his bedroom last week. 
Indications of suicide. 

Michael Niebling, 79, died in South 
Orange, N. J., May 2, following a 
long illness. He had played for 30 
years with the N. Y. Philharmonic. 





Mother, 76, of Leo Kendall, Ger- 
man dialect comedian, died May 31 
in Chicago. 


Grandfather, 79, of Jackie Coogan 
died May 28 at Ross, Calif. 


Indie Circus Closes 


The Berry Brothers circus, a one 
ringer operating near New York, 





was shut down last week. It was 
out less than a month and lost 
$4,000. 


Jerry Cargil, an agent formerly 
in the outdoor field, backed the 
show. He plans reassembling the 
outfit for indoor dates next winter 
under auspices. 


Radio Chatter 


(Continued from page 59) 


miniature piano on his boat and vo- 
calizes to the fish. 

Ranney Weeks due in New York 
in two weeks from Boston. May get 
a network contract. 

Col. Stoopnagle turned down a 
royalty offer on a toy doll to be 
named after him. 

Boswell Sisters are shopping for 
early American furniture for their 
new apartment. 

Johnny Marvin hooked a record 
pike out of the St. Lawrence river. 
weighing over 14 lbs. and is show- 
ing photos of the fish to everyone. 

Graham Harris now claims a total 
collection of 350 old fiddles. 

Connie Boswell has banned her 
photos on pop songs for three 
months. 

Art Tracy ‘guested’ at the Wood- 
mansten Inn over the week-end. 
Comes into the State next week. 

Art Jarrett, Sr., attends semi-pro 
baseball games frequently. Scouting 
for possible big time diamond talent. 

Paul Whiteman’s return Friday 
for his first back-in-N. Y. Pontiac 
broadcast was an unofficial ‘open- 
ing’ at the NBC with the music men 
awaiting him in welcome. 

Andy Rice .authoring for Jack 
Pearl. 

Hann J. Tyler has jotned Nate 
Caldwell’s Broadcast Checking Bu- 
reau. ; 

Howard Way his 
way back to Chi. 

lIlomay Bailey is in a Chi hospital 
for observation to find out whether 
she’s really sick or not. 

Monroe Wayne still devoting his 
spare Columbia phonograph firm 
moments to the recording of foreign 
discs, particular Spanish. 

Steve Trumbull, CBS’ Chi. p.a., 
copped the Lake Michigan yachting 
eliminations for the Olympics, but 
afterward found out the sport had 
been dropped from the international 
meet list. 

Ruth Betz, WBBM, 
ploiter, switched to 
Louis. 

Wally Butterworth, of the 





finally found 


Chicago, ex- 
KMOX, St 


Chi 





whose wif 
Ned Wayburn, | 


; NBC spieler staff, now the 
greeter of radio personalities 
riving or passing through. 
Gene Austin has a brown-stoner 
on the Chi. Gold Ceast for the sum 
| mer, 


ar- 


Stuart Hawkins, radio mind for 

N. W. Ayer in Chicago, ran the first 

lether chatter column on the N. ¥ 
‘|Trib under the mast moniker of 


‘Pioneer.’ 


39 OF 48 CIRCUSES IN 


Berlin, May 27. 
The situation of the circus busi- 
ness in Germany is desperate. Due 
to bad times and high amusement 
taxes profits are eaten up. 


Of 48 German circuses 39 had to 


tinue their performing. The 
animals was sold off at 


stock 
O1 panic 


destroyed. Precious 


cuses closed are the famous troupes 
of Captain Schneider, Barum-Krei- 
cer, Adolf Fischer, Gebruder Lorch, 
Amarant, Alberty-Bradac, ete. 

Even trips to other countries 
could not make up for the losses 
suffered in Germany. The expenses 
of the shows were estimated at 
more than $3,000,090 per year, 
normal times. 


| Ban Circus Elephants 


From Ohio Ball Park 


Cleveland, June 6. 
and particularly ele- 
phants are to be taboo in city’s new 
outdoor stadium. Ban on them is 


Circuses 


one of the provisions in novel 
contract with Cleveland Indians, 
baseball team, which is dickering 


° 


for 25 year lease. 

Baseball heads argue that circus 
bulls make deep holes in diamond, 
among other things, causing 
pitched balls to bounce at un- 
expected angles. Pageants and 
prize fights okayed for arena, 
which has 80,000 capacity. 





LINCOLN GOES YO-YO 


Lincoln, Neb., June 6. 
Joe Riduvan, Yo-Yoer, and his 
gang of wooden spool jugglers, are 
aoing well here. Local advertisers 
lave consented to.use the Yo-Yo as 
a buying incentive, giving them 
away free with each purchase while 
Joe and his boys give exhibitions. 
Result is Yo-yoing contests, par- 
ties and whatnot. It has substi- 
tuted adequately for the old stand- 
by of whittling cn a soft pine board. 


CARNIVALS 


For current week, June 6-11 
Bistany: Utica, N. Y. 
Bremer: Glencoe, Minn. 
Brundage: Washington, Ia. 
Bullard Bros.; Okmulgee, Okla. 
Capital City: Spring Valley, Minn. 
Castle-Ehrlich-Hirsch: Waterloo, Ia. 
Copping: Tyrone, Pa. 
Crafts: Richmond, Cal. 
Diamond Sis.: Blandinsville, It. 
Dodson: Topeka, Kan, 
Edwards: Willard, O. 
Florida Expo.: Myrtle Beach, 8. C. 
Hansen: Hammond, Ind. 
Isler: Booneville, Mo. 
Jones: Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Keystone: Frostburg, Md. 
Landes: Augusta, Kan. 
Marks: Shamokin, Pa. 
Pearson: Marshall, Ill. 
Pollie: Oakland City, Ind. 
Rubin & Cherry: Columbus, O. 
Speroni: Savanna, Ill. 
West Coast: Vacaville, Cal. 
Wolf: Iowa City. Ia. 








Local Amateurs 


(Continued from page 31) 

July 16 is the starting date for 12 
towns in the middle west. The 
New York amateur affairs play the 
Albee, Madison, Fordham and Coli- 


oF 


seum theatres the week of June 25. 
New York newspaper tie-ups are 


confined to two borough publica- 
tions, Brooklyn ‘Times’ and Bronx 
‘Home News.’ 

30bby Connolly, in charge of the 
am.teur shows, has engaged a staff 
of 12 salaried producers to work 
with the local house managers in 
the staging. They are Ray Midgely. 
William Smyth, Jack Donahue, 
Charlie Niggemeyer, Elizabeth 
Friedman, Marty Barrett, Jack Con- 
nors, George Libby, William Mar- 
latt, Victor Hyde, Ernest Glucks- 
man and Daniel Murry. 

All RKO vaudeville theatres will 
drop the regular stage shows entire- 





official | 


ly later in the summer when the 
winners of the local productions are 
routed over the circuit as a unit. 





Saving Conlin Unit 

Los Angeles, June 6. 
father than lay off the intact 
unit headed by Harry J. Conlin for 
lthree weeks after closing at Port- 
land. Ore., June 1, RKO jumped the 





unit to Des Moines to pick up its 
eastbound route from that point. 

Orpheum in Portland switching 
to a split-week policy and the book- 
ing of an extra unit from Los An- 
celes caused the gap. 


GERMANY QUIT OR SOLD | 


close down entirely, either by being | 


bankrupt cr having no funds to con- | 


price and many of them had to be | 


hides of ice- | 
bears, tigers, etc., were sold for the 
price of a horse hide. Among cir- 


in | 


Dallas Fair Cuts to 
$30,000; Has New Agent 


Chicago, June 6. 


For the first time in years the 





Dallas fair booking will not be 
handled through the local. Car- 
ruthers office, It goes to a rival 
agency here. 

Understood the reason for the | 
| split is the inability to get to- 
gether on the lineup of entertain- 


iment when the appropriations were 
$30,000. Like- 
ly that the fair this year will skip 
}its usual habit of having a 
lar Broadway musical show 
chief attraction. 


sliced from $75.000 to 


regu- 
for 


BARRY BROS, FOLDS: 
/ CARGILL PAYING OFF 


lost $4,000 in the 
one-half weeks’ 
sros., independent 


Having 
| two and 
| Barry 


quick 
fiop of 
one-ring 


circus, Jerry Cargill, folded it and 
| has promised to pay off the seven 
| acts in full. 
| The seven acts were Blombereg’s 
Alaskans, Ora, the Stewarts, Fuller 
Bros., Dedo, Barbara’s Pets and 
Willoughby Cooke. All were budg- 
eted at $600 on the week. 

Cargill is protesting only one 
claim, that of his advance man, 


Forrest D. Freeland, who swore out 
a summons in the 54th street court, 
New iork, on a $98 wage claim 
for services and expenses. 

Cargill disputes the validity of 
the sundry charges and will con- 
test that, he says on the matter of 
principle, although paying off every- 
body else, particularly the actors. 
The workiran with the show have 
already been paid off. 

Show played Long 
nighters under canvas. Cargill with 
Fred radna, the Ringling Pros. 
equestrian director, had a success- 
ful indoor circus out last winter 
but this was his own try. Burns 
QO’Sullivan, former circus man, acted 
as manager with the show. 

Cargill plans to take the show 
out under fraternal auspices as an 
indoor proposition later. Interested 
with him as a silent partner was 
Sam Salvin. Also sharing were 
George Sidney, son of Louis K. Sid- 
ney, the Loew producer, and his 
young cousin, Ned Dobson. 


Island one- 





Invoke Zone Ordinance 


Against Hunt Circus 


Yonkers, N. Y., June 6, 

When Hunt’s circus came along 
on its annual visit to Dobbs Ferry 
it ran afoul of a new zoning ordi- 
nance. Hunt’s advance crew paid 
its $30 license fee, obtained a permit 
to show in Mohican Park, arranged 
for the rental of the spot from the 
owner and billed the show for Mo- 
hican Park. 

The locality is in a strictly resi- 
dential zone, so the neighbors con- 
tended the circus was a business 
proposition and presented a peti- 
tion with 50 signatures protesting 
the circus showing there. 

The village board held a special 
meeting to give a hearing to the 
protestants and the permit to show 
in Mohican Park was rescinded. 

Finally the public park on the 
Hudson river water front was sug- 
gested as a show lot, and it was 
agreed that this was the best that 
could be done. 

This arrangement was not made 
without difficulty, for about 200 
commuters using the nearby New 
York Central station park their cars 
in this park daily. They, of course, 
raised a storm when they were 
ousted for the day. 

Hunt said that it was the first 
time he had ever heard of a zoning 
llaw being invoked against a circus. 








RINGLING UNDER KNIFE 


John Ringling was operated on 
last week for a foot infection. He 
has been under treatment since 
winter, and it is second time knife 
has been applied. 

The showman has not been with 
the Ringling circus, being confined 
to his apartment. 

CIRCUSES 


Al G. Barnes 











June 8 North Platte, Neb.; 9, Grand 
Island; 10, Lincoln; 11, Topeka, Kans, 
Hagenbeck- Wallace 
June 6-11, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 14, Bayonne, 
N. J.; 14, Long Branch: 15, Camden; 16- 
18, West Philadelphia, Pa.; 20, Pottsvillk 
Ringling-Barnum 
June Patersor N. J.; 9, Middletown, 
Y. Y lf Poughkeepsie; 11 Waterbury 
(‘¢ f 
Sells-Floto 

June 7, Huntington, N. ¥ Hlerpaste 
oS a Bi . g “ 11-12 
Jackson H hk ¢ 

$ New I ‘ i M 

rt ry ew 15 t ore 


its | 


BB CAN RECALL 


SHOWS ANYTIME 


| a 


The 


concerning their future circus dates 


Ringlings’ mysteriousness 


is explained by a routing system 
gove.ned by regional industrial con< 
laid toe 
far in advance for that reason. 
Ringlings have decided that only 
New York is biz worth 
and have Hagenbeck- Wallace 
in Brooklyn this week; Sells-Floto 
further out on wong Island, and the 
|big R. Bros.-B&B show in Newark, 
S-F has been doing poorly and re- 
ports have been that either this or 
|H-W can be pulled in at any time, 


| aabteatiioinee 


OMAHA AIR SHOW GOES 
INTO RED FOR $8,000 


ditions. Route isn't out 


| arouad 
while 


Omaha, June 6. 
Rain on three of the four days 
}of the Omaha air races, including 
| Memorial Day, cost the undere- 


| writers ,2,000. They put up $23,000 
|and took in $25,000. Only half-way 
clear day was Sunday for a gross of 
$10,300. Sales indicated a $15,000 
Memorial Day and an even break 
on show if weather had been okay, 

Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
hoping to save something for the 
urderwriters, will turn over profits, 
if any, of a fireworks spectacle July 
4. Possible money-maker because 
of fireworks ban in town. They 
plan the show at Aksarben Stadium, 
just outside the city limits. 

Balloon race, expected big kick of 
the show, got off to a poor start 
when high winds delayed the take- 
off until cark. 





Pet Gee Gee Seized, 
King Stays to Fight 


Rochester, N. Y., June 6. 

King’s Rodeo is held in Albion 
by a court action, Charles Clift, 
former, suing for damages by 
bisons that escaped and ran wild 
until captured by cowboys. 

Col. Jack King, rodeo owner, of- 
fered to settle for alleged injuries 
tc a cow and a broken fence, but 
farmer wanted too mich. 

Then the farmer got a writ to 
hold the show in town and attached 
two horses, one a valuable jumper. 

Col. King wanted the attachment 
served on his auto or anything ex- 
cept stock to which he is devoted. 
He was so peeved when horses led 
away in van that he engaged a 
Medina attorney, to fight case, with 
week layoff before next engagement, 
he decided to stay in Albion. 





Unwelcome Freak 


Augusta, Me., June 6. 

William Allen, the man who found 
the body of the Lindbergh baby, will 
not appear in Portland with the 
Walter L. Main combined shows 
June 10. He appeared in a side 
show Monday afternoon at New 
Bedford, Mass., only. 

City officials of Quincy, Brockton 
and Lowell, Mass., and Portsmouth, 
N. H., threatened license revokals 
if Allen appeared in side shows in 
their municipalities. 


W-H Moan itdanidiin 


Warren, O., June 6. 
by a near cloudburst and 
Hagenbeck-Wallace circus 
suffered a near blowdown here 
Wednesda (1). 

Sideshow tents were tossed about, 
| banners torn and poles leveled, At- 
| taches held the crowd to their seats 
jin the big top and no one was in- 
| jured. Circus suffered damage, but 
| made temporary repairs and the 
evening performance was given. 





Hit 
wind 





ROLLER COASTER DEATH 


Galveston, June 6. 

James Wheatley, 32, who won a 
walking marathon at Luna Park, 
Houston, went for a riue in a roller 
coaster the next night and dropped 
70 feet to his death. 

First park fatality of the season 
in this section. 


Speed Parting Carney 
tochester, N. Y., June 6. 
No carnivals need apply for per- 


mission to play in Fairport this 
season Mayor Glezen G. Wilcox 
has ruled ’em out. 

One carnival attempted to une 
load without a permit, but was 


waved on its way 
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obbins, the Song 
does it aQain/ 
Last summer when 
? — business was 
| Sy, along came 


x | a ins with the Seopa 
. t —f, Vi , hae that saved the day~ 


Exactly as “Good ~Night Sweetheart” the English 


Miracle S ont swep t America ~ and :Whenthe Moon. 
Comes Over the aextiin’ ‘put all radio theme songs to shame~ 


. Once Mote TwoROBBINS Hits That 
will REVIVE Song Business/ 


~ 








- American Lyric by _ AmericanMelody by Tz. af I lis di 
a e: GUS KAHN GRACE LE-BOY-KAHN Um 
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